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PREFACE 

This t>ook, concerning the four Presidents of 
Mexico wham I liaTe pereonally known, contains only 
wliai I liaye ween myself, or what, by word of month 
and Cfjre in eye, I have learned from tiioae intimatel j 
connected with the men and events of which it speaka. 

In the chapters relating to Huerta there will be 
fonnd, however, some considerations of the phenomena 
presented by Hiapano-lndian politics, which are aa 
distinct from thoae of the United States as are the 
flora and fanna ei the two conntriea. Withont some 
stndf of them, Mexico wfll continue to he a Terra 

i^^Tiota, resembling, ou any chart prepared for 
American tise, tho.so portions of the globe in seven- 
teenth ( ( ntury maps represented by blank spaces 
embellished witii scrolMike patterns. But the tides 
which ebb and flood nnder the Mexican moon wash 
shorn whereon the laws of dimate and of race, 
though so diverse, operate as defiiut ^ ly as do onr own. 
These differences are shown in great relief by the 
tipire of Huerta, in whom racBy environment, and 
tradition present themselyes in the most spedflc form, 
for he alwa^ ran true to type^ and acted and reacted 
along secnlar lines. 

He will furthermore be distin^ished from other 
Presidents of Mexir^o by his ytriiggle to maintain his 
government in the face of the displeasure of a ]*re8i- 
dent of the United States who conld starve him from 
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withoat, feed his enemies from within, and J&nallx 
bombard and take from Mm him principal reyenue-^ 
bearing port He will remain too^ for all time, a 
tragic and Tery ezplidt example ctf the imaTailing- 
neys of the rights of the weak when they cross the 
desires of the strong. His end even shows liow the 
nnrighteona man, if be be in bimaelf worthy of perse- 
cution, may become a marlTr, and against the blood 
of martyrs eren the mistiest are without def enaoi for 
of all things committed to the earth it gives the 
speediest and most abundant return. . . . 

No man may enter the womb of his mother a second 
time and become whole, neither can Mexico be 
reSmbodied in her one-time g^orie% yet she ezisti^ 
nearest if not dearest, neighbor of the mistiest 
nation on earth, and her destinies wonid s^m to de- 
pend on the will of whatever autocrat rules above the 
Kio Grande. A beneficent tyrant is the best she can 
hope, who according to his qualities, together with 
some instinct for facts^ will extend his hand to raise 
and not to crush. For lii% as ve lum been witness^ 
is the power to say : "I will have mercy on whom I 
will have mercy." 

We have finally revolved, and it has taken us seven 
years, in the vicious circle interference in Mexican 
affairs to arrive at our starting point— revolution and 
assassination. Any one following the tracing can only 
Und himself where he set out. On his round he will 
have encountered hundreds of thousands of dead Mex- 
icans, over a thousand dead Americans, and yet un- 
counted billions of destroyed property, to say nothing 
of the wealth that has remained potential during the 
seven lean years. Baddest of all he will find that the 



Digitized by Googl 



PBEFAOB 



natml kope of the eonntiy, the new genentioiit has 
paiiMd from an innocent childhood to a demovaliied 

adolescence. The ruin would seem to be complete. 

The solution of Mexico's pr(>*i](Mn«?, nevertheless, 
e?en in a world of covetous and desperate nations 
gone bankrapti is possible, and in a waj so simple 
that it is almost an anti-dimax to her trage^ar. Our 
own Me ahonld he largely negative, leafing aome* 
thing, after the way of wisdom, to time, nature — 
and the Mexicans. We luivc but to permit her decent 
people, the men of education and experience that she 
la quite capable of producing, and whom onr theories 
concerxdng an imaginary Mexieo have largely kept 
In eodl^ to return and form the sort of government 
suited to her natural idiosyncrasies and the present 
BtBge of her evolution. An even more self-abnegatory 
expression of benevolence would be to cease the sale 
of arms and ammunitions to maj and erery groop 
of '^rerdncionarios^" i wi ylng the varioos perfected 
twentieth century means of peace for the one man 
whom destiny (and ourselves) will have placed in 
control of the intricate and delicate mm hinery of 
Mexican Government Then we may indeed stand 
off and sor?^ onr worlCi without too much shame 
nor throuf^ too many tears. 

Pari% June, 1920. 
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INTIMATE PAGES OF 
MEXICAN HISTORY 

PART ONE: PORFIRIO DIAZ 
"Br aair findta 79 riiall knoir then." 

OHAPTSB I 

In Szile, Rome^ 1913 — R^'troipect — Triumpbal Entry of thf* Henven- 
born General into Mtjxico Cifcj, November 21, 1876 — First Ad- 
ministration — Iminciliate Predeccfisur:,; Si^baiStian L« r ln 
* Tejada, Fruud ami Unpopolar. Beziito Juarez, the Great Lib- 
cn^ lit "Mn im BMi Otat" 

Dias needs no written praise. His works h«fe long 

' since been set in final and iiia;jniticent relief against 
the chaos that followed his disappearance from Meiu- 
ean history. 

Yet a few Imman tldjigv eoneeniiiig one to whom 
nothing human was foveign will not <5ome amisa. 

The Abh6 Brassenr de Bonrbonrg, traveler and 
savant, passing tbi ou^'h Mexico in the early sixties, 
says of him that he was the most perfect type he had 
ever seen, and what he imagined the kingly hero 
. Onanlitenioc to haye been. More than half a centniy 
has paased since tlien. Dnring these decades, donbt- 
less sometimes mistakenly, after the hnman way, but 
always in the grand manner of Empiie-btiilders, he 
transformed his country, bandit-ridden, revolution- 

. U 

* 
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rent, blood-stained, darkly passionate, where things 
are seldom what they seem, into flomethiiig brigkt and 
beantifiil and explicit among the nations. 

I knew him only in exile^ but even then old, Tery 
old, and hnrt nnto death, so mneh of the magnificence 
of his hijrh and tragic destiny hung aboiU his person, 
that T wa8 dazzled and ^ih iiL aH I stood looking at him 
in the radiance of tiiat lioman Easter morning of 
Idld. Hia head was of fine prc^portionfl, somewhat 
sqnare and high above the ean^ his white hair was 
flrtHl thick, his jaw was firm, the lines leading from 
nose to c ilia, though deeply cut, caused no sagging 
of the fac(^ His eye, that strange hazel eye, with its 
very dark pupil, was piercing and still beautiful; 
ids forehead in spite of the many lines above the 
accentuated protnberances of the eyebrows, and the 
farrows between the eyes, was stamped with a patlmt 
yet stern serenity. His visage, though stained and 
yellowed, seemed to have escaped the degradation 
that time is accustomed to inflict upon the human 
conntenance. There was nothing broken nor defaced 
in Ids aspect, though aged he was not destroyed; 
rather over his ontward being lay, as it were, a beau- 
tiful pntiua, such as time gives to temples and pic- 
tures, but rarely to their creators. 

His figure, of medium height, was strildn^ erect, 
and ids few gestures had the noble reserve of one 
long accustomed to authority. 

Beside 1dm stood the incomparable companion of 
liiw greatness. In her severe, deep-blue dress, her 
close, deep- blue hat, a single string of faultless 
pearls about her throat, she was of an indescribable 
elegance, the storied queen in exile. 
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She had noble, fftron^y-marked features and a ddii 
of irory-like ti»tim and pallor. Her head was 
carried with a MHrt of loftj modesty, peculiar to her 

alone amon«^ the women I liave known of high des- 
tiny. Her ligure wass fcskader-hipped, small-waisted 
and 6be bad a low, gently-swelling bosom. There was 
eomething paistonatelj ahielding in her attitodei and 
a great tendemM in her look when it tnraed towards 
her husband, aomething in her natnrally gentle being 
that suggested the vij^il of iho lioness over the 
woimded King of the Forest ^\ lio ft ( Is tlie hurt is 
mortal. It ia no small thing for a woman to haye 
llTed for more than three deeadea with the greatest 
man of her coontij'* • • • 

After the greeti]^ and when he had given me the 
far-famed, a]>p raising glance, we spoke of the Madero 
assassinations then so recent.' It was in deep sad- 
nesB that he deplored the event, bat without any hint 
of aelf-jaatification, though min had been wrought 
fluch as he had reecned hia countfj from in Uie daja 
of Mb yonth, and preacrred it from an the jeara of 

his power. 

With a look on his face which it might have worn 
had he been alone, he continued: 

<<I mii^t haTe refiatabliahed order^--4t woold not 
hare been the first timd^ (here he {Mtnaed for an in- 
etant^ donbtleeni reviewing in memory the blood of 
battles and the bending of law-breakers' wills), "but 
it could only have been dune by a fratricidal war 
which would have destroyed the industries and com- 
merce of the conntiy, and exposed it to intemaUonal 
comidications.'' 

*Madero aad Pino Snares were killed on Febraaiy 2Sf 
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«Biit tib» efjl ham been greater/' X hasarded (in 
Frmch, he flpeaking Spanisli). He made a gesture 
of asBent, then inthout any trace of bltteiiieai added 

simply: 

"It was told me that my presence was the 
reason for the reyolution. What could I do except 
vithdraWi nuUdng a last sacriAce to peace?'' 

I coidd not speak to him of the ingratltnde of 
nations, who, with such rare exceptions, put their 
great men to death or send them into exile. He would 
have brooked no reprocicli where liis people were con- 
cemed^ e?en though they had cast him out Ab, 
deeply moved, I arose to go, he held me for another 
moment, saying: **Mj only ambition is for my -conn- 
try's peace and prosperity/' adding, ''what can it 
matter to me whose hand will in^ ])i ivileged to accom- 
plish this? It is the only happiuesH I can know in 
exile.'' He made a slight gesture, iuToluntarily call- 
ing attention to that hotel room in which his soul 
was so eyidently a stranger. 

As for myself, instead of that crude bine and gold 
salon of the Hotel Bristol \\ here they were receiving 
me, I saw for a moment, hanging in a strange trans- 
parency, the high castle of Chapultepee. Beneath 
was the troubledi gun-shot cily. It, like Borne, was 
enfolded in the natural beauty, even greater, of its 
Easter morning. I suddenly realized that I was wit- 
nessing one of those swift and formidable vindica- 
tiuUH that nature and history sometimes permit to 
greatness. Events had again exalted Porfirio Diaz, 
as definitely as if some Fate personified, stooping, had 
lifted his fallen statue and placed it again on its 
pedestal* • • • » 
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Afto* fhe lavncliing of tke FUm of Tnxtepee in 

Oaxaca on January 15, 1S76, Rebasiiau Lerdo de 
Tejada, then Pi-esident of Mexico, iied tu the Uniled 
States. Out of the ensuing disorder imally emer|^ 
the ^Greatest Mezican,'' Porflrio Dias, and the man- 
ner of hia appearance at the head of the government 
was in the typical MexicaB manner, — after a rerolti- 
tion, by a military conp. . Under hin inaiitiaiid the 
revoiutiooary army enured Mexico City on Novem- 
ber 21 f 1876, and their leader waa proclaimed pro- 
Tiflional President 

The entiy of General Dlaa into the capital waa in 
keeping with the majestic period it inaugurated. 

Clad in a gray fitid-uniiorm, relieved only by a 
single row of gilt buttons on which was embossed 
the Mexican eagle, mounted on a mettlesome steed, 
astride one of the English saddles he always used, his 
fine eyes flashing as th^ glanced vigllanUy about 
him^ his lips and chin firm, his head high, his whole 
bearing stamped with an indomitable will and an 
unfaltering courage, what wonder that an awed popu- 
lace saw in him the heayen-sent leader? The reroln* 
tionaij annj which followed him doubtless resembled 
outwardly other re?olntionary armies; we are all 
more or less familiar with them now, but no acts 
of violence were committed, no scenes of disordoT* 
took place. Their chiefs commands were too explicit, 
infringement meant death. Lrado's troops— he him* 
self had fled the day before—made no resistance in 
the capital, bnt were swept away or melted quite 
smoothly into the victorious ranks. It was the iiegi li- 
ning of the great Por&riau peace, of Mexico's AugUB 
tan Period* 
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General Diaa i*emained but a few days in Mexico 
Oily, the goyeniiiieiit being giyen into the hands of 
General Juan Alvarez, he himself leaving to oontiniie 
the work of paciflcatioii in the interior. With an 

army of three thonsaud men he marched against 
Iglesias, who, after making a bhuw of resistance, fled 
to the port of Manzanillo, whence he embarked for 
the United States. He had been elected President of 
the Supreme Court of Jnstice in 1873. This position 
made him Tirtoallj Yice-President of the Bepnblie. 
Disputes had arisen between him and Lerdo. Being 
aggressive and very ambitions, TjrlesiaR openly 
launched a revolution, after the time-honored custom, 
with the intention of ultimately assuming the su- 
preme power. But one greater than them all had 
arisen in their midst 

The Congress of April, 1877, which decreed Por- 
firio Diaz PresiMcut for four years, laid the tuiDer 
stone of the magnificent edifice known as ^^Modem 
Mexico.^* 

The only Yisibie and decidedly encumbering furni** 
tnre of State left in the debris of the old edifice, 

except, of course, the Constitution made of the 
greenest of wood, was the English Debt, the Spauisb 
Debt, the United States Debt, one known as iIk 
'Tadre Moran" debt, together with interior liabili^ ies 
too numerous to inyentoiy* All was done up in the 
frayed upholsteij of banditry and revolution, and 
sagged and creaked with poverty. The only furnish- 
ings still in perfect Nvoiking condition were the con- 
flicting passions of half a hundred years. We of 
1920, familiar with Mexico iu revolution, can some- 
what appreciate the difficulties confronting Porfliio 
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Diaz, and the sovereign wisdom whicli alone enabled 
him to construct a new Mexico. 

In 1880 the term for which he wu elected haviiig 
expired, with a political yMm that merited better 
reeultSy be retired acGordiiig to the constitntioiia] 
provision that no President should succeed himself, 
^^aturally this murk of civism was little appreciatt^d 
by hia compatriota^ who couaidered that he waa but 
bidiiig a greater hoinr. 

BQiing this first term of office he waa largely em- 
plojyed In dlflconraging bandit ry, and qnelling the 
numerous revolutions which formed themselves spon- 
taueously'aud ruiitinnously out of the alxnniding ele- 
ments of disorder. For this, twenty years of active 
martial hie had aiipremely fitted him. Knowing the 
physical and moral conf ormatioii of Mexico aa no 
other man baa ever known it^ the potentialitlea of hia 
people, the spirit and variety of their naiioual quali- 
ties, he proceeded first to give them the essential 
gift ol peace, leaving that of liberty for a more prolit- 
able moment. 

He renewed diplomaHe relatlonB with France^ with 
Belgium, with Portugal, though on aceonnt of tbe big 
English (]el)t, an inheritance from the splendor- 
loviDg but t( rrible Hauta Ana, recognition was with- 
held by Great Britain. The difference of opinion as 
to the quality of the arms and ammnnition aapplied 
by En^and, which jamming or failing to explode, did 
not kill flo many Mexicana aa waa expected, fnrther 
embittered relations. 

Though the United States maintained its diplo- 
matic r^reaentatiTe in Mexico City, Mr. John W. 
Foo^, accredited tiiere aince the daya of Lerdo^ 
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Washingfton. too, delayed recoiirDition of the Diaz 
government, and this for a diversity of reasons, the 
chief of which was lack of confidence in the eatab* 
liahment of peace, and in the aecniity of commercial 
rdationa. Thon^h the government of the United 
States was aware of the militarj^ achievements of 
General Diaz, it knew iiutliiiiLr of hin civic geniuB. 
It did know that his country was bankrupt and 
nnmlj. There waa nothing in i{a Idatory aince 60 
yeara to canae the government of the United States 
to snapect that a man had appeared who in hia single 
person would deliver Mexico from the eviib of those 
six decades. 

Tlis genius was BOOUf however, to reveal itself clad 
in the rarest of all goremmental garbs—inatinet for 
facts. He proceeded to give the first great impidae 
to railways, knowing that better commnnications 

would lend more than anything else, except his own 
ener<r>' nxid judgment, to rid the couutiy of bandits, 
and gain the indispensable good-will of his Northern 
neighbor. Lerdo had been wont to aaj that ^'between 
Mexico and the United Btatea there abonid remain 
a desert," adding ''those who wish to traverse it, 
can do so on donkeys." A more classic expression 
attributed to him is, *^Entre el debll y el fuerte, el 
desierto.'' (Between the weak and the atrougy the 
desert) The word of Diaa waa : 'i)etter commnnica- 
tiona^ — ^roada, railways, bridgea, economic relation^ 
• reciprocal services, nnderstanding, bonds." 

He discovered also another short, very short way, 
into the green paths of prosperity. The Mexican 
state being bankrupt, foreign capital was the evident 
and only means for the development of ita latent 
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richea and the suckling of its infant indnstries. lie 
proceeded to make it not oaly safe, but pleasant and 
profitable for foreigners to invest their brauui and 
monflfj in MeEzica Thej bionglit with them the 
golden k€78 with which again to open the ^^Treaflore 
Honae of the World.*^ 

Diaz was succeeded by General Mannel Gonzalez, 
who had none of his predecessor's gifts and few quali- 
tiea of hia own. Biota, rebellions, reyolutioiia were 
<Mice more 1^ chief concern of the Mezicana. 

Fataliatically and aorprialngly they allowed him, 
however, to finish his terra, perhaps because in the 
Mexican ^iilu-oascionsneBf? lay the knowledge that a 
great man awaited destiny in their midst. 

During President Dias' first incumbency, at hia 
BoUcitation, Ifannd Bomero Bnbio, who liad been 
Lerdo'a lOniater for Foreign Aifidra, a charming and 
able gentleman, initiated by long and varied experi- 
( lit e into Mexican political in vstLiies, returned to 
Mexico from i«ew York, where he and Lerdo had been 
Hying in exile, according to the even then traditional 
enatom of Mexicana who had aerred or tried to aerva 
their country. 

Lerdo's personal pride was immeasurable, and he 
always n fosed to return, saying "my dead body per- 
haps, but never alive." He died in New York; and 
when at last hia body was returned to its native soil, 
Freaident Dias gave 1dm the moat aplendid of bnrialSy 
aa befitted one who had been Inveated with the 
Supreme Power. 

Lerdo's administration had !)('en extremelv un- 
popular, one of his so-called reforms havinfi^ been the 
expnlaion of the Siaters of Charity from the Bepnbtic, 
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and the attendant closing of many hospitals, asylums, 
and homes for tlie aged. It was as President of the 
Supreme Court of Justice that he liad succeeded 
thB Prendoicyi quite fortuitoody^ on the sadden 
death of Benito Juares, July 17, 1872. 

A word eoncemingr Benito Juarez, the <^an in the 
black coat," the only civilian fignre of the iirst mag- 
nittide which had appeared in the history of Mexico 
since lier Independence. He was a Zapotec Indian 
of pure lace, bom on the day of the Temal 
equinox of ISOS^ in an adobe hnt^ in the mountaina of 
Oazaca, on the borders of a lake known as the 
*^aguna Encantadora,'' the enchanted lagoon, from 
the way it had of unexpectiMilv drawing under to 
their doom even the strongest swimmers. 

BJs education began with a bookbinder of Oazaca 
into whose employ he was taken at the age of twelm 
From this humble starting point he was destined to 
tread the exalted and extremely varied paths of the 
Mexican patriot, ITe was to know supreme honors, 
likewise pn>ons and exile ; at one period of his career 
he was a fruit peddler in New Orleans. On his re* 
turn to Oaxaca in 1865 he soon gathered about him 
men of like political belief^, amos^ whom was young 
Porfirio Diaz. whoHe niilitary star was just showing 
above the revolutionary horizon. 

On February 5, 1857, a new tic;i]re appeared 
in Mexican histoi7y the gory Goddess '^La Constl- 
tucidUt'' who has sbice rivaled the sanguinary gods 
of the Aztec tcocalli in the sacrifices she has exacted 
from the Mexicans. President Comonfort waa 
sponsor for her, assisted by Benito Juarez, who be- 
came later Comonf ort's ^^Minister of Domestic Bela- 
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tioDs," These ^'relations," be it said iu passinj]f, were 
of the noisiest and most disputatious Jdnd, and 

I Comonfort mibieqnently had their Minister cast into 
priflon. Comooforf 8 own natural end wat ffight 
After Tariona eclipaea and further vielMitiidefl, Benito 
Juarez emerged as President of Mexico and pro- 
fessed upholder ot the Coiislituiiuu, (hough being a 
wise Indiani he doubtless looked upon it aa Mr. 
CSiteenceau once looked on the Peace Trealy, aa 
. wtmeihing with which, tiiou|^ not perf ect» one could 
perhaps worik. 

This indefatigable and j»ifted being of iron nerves 
and seemingly death leHt^ body, who had never known 
a day^s illness, died suddenly of heart disQaae in the 
Pahicio in Mexico atjr on July 18, 1872. 

His body lay in atate for two day% while an awed, 
highly-colored, hig-hatted populace defiled through 
the Palace to look upon his h:isalt-colored face, which 
is sai<] to have worn an expiession of surpassing, 
almost alarming tranquillity^ despite the great acar 
that stretched aeroea it. 

Theee two men, Benito Juam*attd SebaatJan Lerdo 
de Tejada, were the immediate predecessors of For- 

' firio Diaz, and lie alone knew how strange was the 
heritage they left him. 

I 
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The Ijove-marriago of Porfirio Diaz — Ho Finds an Incomparable 
Compsuaiuu for liiB Splendid Years — lie ^ides mio Ills Nutiva 
CLtjt EloqiMBt of His Hmrtial lif ^ wttfa ffii Tomig Brid#» 
BSm SteraiMM in Matten of DteipIiBe— HIi Oenttodty Towuds 
awmiflii— His Qnfy Tint to tho United Steifli. 

It was while Goranor-Elect of the State of Oaxaca 
that General Dias married, on Korember 7, 1881, 

Carmen Kooitiu iUibio, daugliter of tlie man who had. 
hoen Minister of Foreij2:n Affairs under Lerdo, and 
who had accompanied him in his :flight to the United 
Btatea. 

At the time of her marriage ''OarmeUta,'* aa she 
was to be known affectionately and admiringly during 

long years to the Mexican people, was only sixteen, 
her soventeenni birthday not occurring till the loi- 
lowing January. 

Abont General Dias hnng yiaibly much of the mag- 
nificence of Ida destiny. Bomance clothed his paat^ 
and tbl^re were potentialities of splendor abont liis 
future, lie was the fabled, faney-stirring "man on 
horseback"; the type of man that every government 
of Europe openly inveighs against and secretly de- 
siree in this year of 1920; the sayior^ who like all 
coming to saye, performs his task above and beyond 
the crowd, which later, after mlyation is accom- 
plished, resents his disdaiu and fori^ets his benefits. 

He had fought continuously during the war against 
the French. The pictores of liim at La Oacbonera on 

n 
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kis »orrel horse in liia picturesque **charro" costume, 
a pistol in his hand, his steed pawing the air^ ths 
French in retreat^ will liv« as long as the histoiy of 
that epoeh livea He accomplished manj daring 

escapes, 8uch as that from Puebla in 1865, when he 
was a pnsoner of the French from the IQth nf Feb- 
ruary' to the 22nd of September, and wliich is one o{ 
the most thrUling eyasions of history.^ 

Gonngi^ dedaion, jndgmenti lock| all tiie great 
military qualities showed themselTes even in this feat. 

^Tlie followinor re1ati'>n r.f Goncral mmg% tnot prim al 

Puebla in liiQ5 is in bia own wordi: 
'*W6 wtn ddlfWMid to tiM Awitrim anrtMi ydb^ hnpiliOMd 

those of us abovo tka rank of Liefuteaant-Colonel in the fptii— of 

Lorrto. Wo wcTO threatened with BumTnary exe<nition unlew w© would 
swear aiicgiance to the Empire and the majority yielded, but four 
<»f OS TCfnaed, ud a few dayi later I iraa trftaflfarad to tae oooTent 
of Santa Catarina and placer! in a cell with two other officers. On 
the pretext of a disagreement with tiiem, I obtained a cell bj 
myself and forthwith bopnn digging a timnel, starting undemeaUi 
1^7 bed. I was on the g ^oor, in m ehaiiel which had formerhr 
been ^ive cell of a nun of miraculous power<i, anil thoi^e was a well 
n it, famous for its curative waters. I used the well for reeeiving 
Jm earth whidi I dog from my tiraiMiL When I bad afanoet reaefaed 
a point un*]ern«^'^^h the street, after five montlis' work, T waa sud- 
denly transferred to the convent of La Compauia. While ih-.-rc I was 
treated with great courte&y by the lieutenant in commuiivi, Baron 
GMwaandia, ipo took me to a btill-il^t oa om occasion and even 
gave mo permission to leave the prison alone on parole. This cost liin 
dear on the return of his superior ofEicer, the Austrian Count Tbuui 
-wko pot bim onder anwat for having given me theee prMegea. Whea 
I took Mexico, on June 21, 1867, 1 found Chizmendia among the 
Ilun|?arian prisoners, set him at liberty ami later sent him and other 
Hungarian officers, who were his friends, back to Europe on the 
*'NoTara" an Anstrian frigate, wUeh had eoma to Tera Cna to 
toke ^faximilian to Europe. 

Count Thun had returned to Puebla in ill humor from an 
unsuccessful campaign in the Sierra. He summoned mo before him 
and after trying to induce me to give ordera for aa exchange of 
prisoner?, which I refused to do, and cxprcssinjif nstonishnicnt at 
what he termed my insolence after nine mouths' imprisonmenty 
he ordered the ihiitten of oar e<^ eloiod, leaving ni in dirhaew. 
He increased the number of guards, authorizing them to enter tiie 
cells at any time, and to remain there if they eon«'<h^red it necessary. 
He made me an en>ecial victim and to the extent that 1 resolved to 
naka mf efeip<k I flnt nj birfhdijy tiia 16th of Sep temberi 
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The internedne war* on the Xflthmus and In Oaxaca, 

were alao, an far as Diaz was concerned^ a record of 

but aa that vrns the cvo of tie anniversary of our indep^rrul.nce, 
I eonld not carry out my plan because of the iUmniaatMP of tlMl 
strecta of Puebia. So I put it oH until the 20th. 

* * I hm iniafl o ected in bujinf mam bontt wfcieh mate in resdlneM^ 
in charge of a servant in a house near by. Two of my fellow officers 
were in mj conJ&deikca aad tbejr agreed to invite the others to a gamo 
ef «srdi so that- 1 night bo wft akoe^ I bad pnyriaed mjmH -miA 
two coils of rope, wrapped about my body, and a third aoil iriilflfc 
Ijjarrio/l wjvarately. My only weapon was a sharp dagger. 

Alter tLo night-bell had sounded, I vvcnt from my cell to a room 
pommmi to all the pHaonera and ifaiding no om tiiora^ I fkmw ens iMt 
the rop( to tbo roof, caught another rope over a atonn mvcs Hpout 
and climbed up, pulling the rope after me, and picking up the other. 
My progress aezt^ the roof to the comer of San Boque, the point 
I had diosen for my descent, was moat dangerous because of ft 
detachment of troops that oeeupied the higher roof of the church, over- 
looking the convent. Although the night was very dark, there were 
Avqueat fladiM of U^rtning, wbSfih oipoMd no to dinofOfy at say 
Dinutc. 

"Finally I reached the wall of tlie church. Hero the roof f'laTit'^d 
and was very slippery from tho recent rains and I was in imminent 
danger of falling. I had Jmt dflnanded to the low roof of tho 
ehajilain's house when a young" man entered it from the pfroct, 
gajjy humming a tune, aa if he had just returned from the thea- 
tor. 8ooa aftSr ho oame OQt, carrying a lighted eaadlo aad passed 
by the place where I was hiding. After what seemed to me an 
interminable wait, ho returned and reentered the bouse, I gavo 
him sufficient time to go to bed — and perhaps to sle^p — and then 
I pnrmod ny way to tho eonior abovo the street oi San iBoqae. There 
stood a Stat no of San Vicente Ferrer, and it was my purpose to tic 
to it the rope by which I was to make my descent. The saint was not 
as 9t«adv as could have been desired, but I supposed that he waa 
sust.ainea by an iron bar, and for greater Mfelgr, 1 att;ic)ied my rope 
to* the pedestal, which served also as the corner ol' tlie buildin|^ 
I decidcKi that it would be unsafe to drop to the street^ as I might 
be aeott by a peiier-by, so I dioea aa my plaee of deaeent an open 
lot on the side of the buiMiiip, without knowing thnt it was a 
pip-pen. As I began to let myself down, my dagper fell from luy 
belt and must have wounded one of the piga, as a great squealing 
ensued that threatened to expose me to discovery. 

** ry i 'i reneliinp the pT0UT)<l, I hid for a while until the noise erased 
and 1 WU9 about to climb over the wall to the street, when I bad to 
withdraw quickly on the approadi of a gendarme going his roonda 
and examining tbe locks of the doors. When he had passed I gained 
the street, and wns even able to sup]>regs a terrible desire to cough, 
brought on by iurmeDts in my cheat, resulting from the fatigues and 
anxietiee of my flight. 

"I ran to the house where my guide was waitiup for me with 
hojraee and we^na We moiutod and, luduty, found the Teotihuaeaa 



Digitized by GoogI 



PORFIBIO DIAZ 29 

brilliant yietorie^, wounds, fantastic and hair-breaJth 
escapes. At all timeii and in aU circumstances lie 
had been a mpigiietic and romantic personality. He 
I vaa of handsome and antluirltatiTe prssenee. His 
^es^ when I looked Into them, were ewm then, at 
I more than four-score, of an extraordinary^ and bril- 
liant beauty. Wliat deep attraction must liave lain 
j within their glaiice thirtjtjears before 1 An immeas- 
f arable tenderness, too, one of the best gifts of 
I stnmg men to beantlfol women^ Isj beneath the 
absdntism of the maker and ruler of Mexico. 

' Such was the man bronzed, decora t id, aureoled in 

• vii'torv, who would deHcend fi'om his horse at the 
1 door of the house of Pon Manuel Romero Bubio, in 
' i^hisnowtheCalleTacnba,thenCaUe8an Andr^ 

neve was that in Porflrto Bias' imrtinet which led 
I him to seek a woman whose qnalities would he snpple- 
: mentary to his own; there was that iu Lis destiny 
: that enabled him to tind hw; and having once found 

' her, he exalted and cberialied her to the end. 

I 

« sste opes nd w Mold lam the city wtthout onartUn. OUqmI 

! ceraardino Gar'^fn was to hnve awaited me with hia troopa on the 
' boundary between the States of Puebla and Guerrero, but because 
of havine had to postpone my escape from the 15th to tlie 20th, I did 
I not find him tbere. I tlieii fwam tiie rber Mixteco on horseback, not 
daring to he unarmed even for a moment^ the Imperialist forces, 
under Colonel Flos, beins in ckse prozinuty. On arrivixu^ at tbe 
I village of Coo-yiiea, I twma Ihftt a fioila wm in pro^rtM. TwnMigA 
I the (^fnter of the town but while in the outskirts I met the alcalde, 

• whom I knew, I pretended to be a merchant on the way to the roast 
I to buy cattle. Ho recog^mzed me, however, congratulated me on my 
I «Klpo nd offered his help, urging me to stop ft while as there would 

he no din^f^T. I declined and wont on. A few moments later I heard 
[ iU« shots and dimbing a hill I could see that fighting was gotitg on 
: fa tte towB. I laarMd ftftenrsrda that m tqaMtm of JmpmaU^ 
I liad made a sudden attack in the hope of mitprilimg Gsroift'b 
! gnerriUas, who were attendinir the fiesta. 

' "We continued, without further incident, and after covering fift^n 

• tf twenty -niilM^ fdond refuge In the naeho of OoloMl BmaidlBO 
j aaRl% m the moimtaiiie of Oasaei." 
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In the nnfifTolTed being of her sixteen years tiiis 
womin held predeetinatedly {he choicest qualities of 
tact and goodueba iu addition to her ouLward graces, 
and was to add to his autocratic role a crowning 
touch of gentleneBs and modesty. 

I>aring the period of the wars of Reform aniff 
Inteirention he had been the man of camps, of sieg^ 
of blood and battles^ and doubtless himself and his 
methods were often rough and ruthless. The pol- 
ished statesman of the last three decades of his 
administration was e^dTedi howeyer, from this mili- 
tary chief* 

They met, with the immedlateness Fate sometimes 

shows, on the occasion of Carmelita's lirst appearance 
in society, at a luncheon at the Tivoli Eliseo given 
in honor of General Diaz. Afterwards at the honse 
of the Bnchess de Begla, the General and Garmelita 
danced together one of the charming Mexican 
*'danzas," the young girl experiencing a very nat- 
ural thrill at the attentions of the man wlmsp ^^ifts 
and achievements were even then the pride of his 
nation. A few days later they met again at a recep- 
tion at the German Legation, where his interest ww9 
evident to ail. Shortly afterwards it was made 
known to the parents of Garmelita that the General 
was madly in love with her. It was Romance, age- 
less, repetitlye and beaatif nl. 

Bnt whether it was as son, lover, hnsband or 
father, each and every feeling of the heart was to be 
experienced in its fnllness by Fortirio Diaz. Ills de- 
Totion to his mother giyes him a typic and exalted 
place among tiie legendary sons of history. As layer, 
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hifl being wnn agitated by the extreme of paarion and 

longing. An hnsband, iitlclilv, UeTotion and adoring 
solicitude accomi>aLded every act to the end. He wag, 
too, tke kindieflt of fathen^ .respectful of the needs and 
rights of the separate individmUitiea of his children. 
Nerar were they to hear from his a Tiolaity nnoonsid* 
erod word, nor suffer an arbitrary decision. I wit- 
nessed his final farewell from hip daughter, Ainada, 
Ids first horn. Such deep, paternal tendemeas 
emanated from that ultimate embrace that many who 
witnessed it were affected to tears. I was on my way 
beck to Mexico in September, 1913, and for a 
few hours the "Espagne" lay off Haii tender. About 
four o'clock a small launch was seen approaching the 
ship over the ottering, many-colored, afternoon 
waters In it were Don Potfirio and hia wife bringing 
Madame de la Torre, Amada, who was retnniing to 
Mexico. As he took Ms dauj^hter in his arms, press- 
ing her so closely to him, he «eemed entirely forgetful 
of all else save love for that child he was to see no 
more* When at last she tore herself from hia embrace 
and passed np the gang^vay, he conld be seen standing 
motionless, majestic, his head bared, his eyes fixed 
on the ship whose prow was turned toward Meidea 

• • e • 

Cann€lita^^ mother was a woman of superior intel- 
ligence, though, after the Mexican way, her abilities 
were used exclusively for the benefit of her family. 
Her portrait shows something reserved, tranqnfli 
nnalterable in her befng, and the small bnt modish 
bonnet of the period, with Its narrow Telvet strings 
tied under the chin, seems fitly to enclose the firmly- 
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cIiiMled features and the deep, daric ^e% with llieir 
nndeviatiiig look, of thia woman, flien youu^^ and very 
haBdsome. 

But even a faded colored pliolo^iaph cannot dim 
the bright glance of Don Manuel Bomero Bubio^s eye, 
nor eflai!e the pleasant, hnmorona lines about the 
month, mealing ibn a man of eai^ ^Tmpatfaies^ of a 
tolerance of the generally unwise attitude men take 
towards the tliings lluit happen to them. His brown 
suit Hct ofT by a liprlitish 1)1 iie tie, the bioiid kind, worn 
cx'ossed, further reveal his type, while his rather heavy 
mustache and his chin-whiskers complete the Ycry 
Mexican ensemble. Altogether something human and 
engaging emanates from the fading presentment oi 
one long since vanislied from the human stage except 
as the memory of his children recalls his words and 
acts. . . . 

Porflrio Diaz and Oannen Bomero Buhio were two 
beings separated by a generation of time and every 
outward drcumatance, which seemed to forecast un* 

happiness for both, rather than the years of mutual 
adoration, nnlnnkcn harmony and iimneaanrable 
trust, which were to compose their rare and perfect 
union. The gift of Porfirio Diaz' heart to his wif^ 
was as complete as the gift of his wisdom to his na- 
tion. She was to be the love of his life. And she, so 
early wedded, called, scarcely out of childhood to be 
the mate of the maker of Modern Mexico, was in 
turn to find all her joy in him, to live in and by 
and for him all the days of her life. ^'He was the 
beginning and the end of my ezistenc^'^ she once said 
to me, ^e had no other meaning, no other value. I 
had only youth to give him; he gave me every- 
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thing. I adimd him from the first and I live now 

onlj in memoiy and in the hope of another meeting,^ 

« • • • 

At the time of their marriage he was a widower of 
a year and «a half. He \nn\ three i hildren, one son, 
Portirito, afierwards married to Lnisa Kaigosa, and 
two daughters : Amada, who became the wife of 8c nor 
Xkm Ignado de la Torre,^ and the wife of Befior 
Don Frandaco Bincon Gallardo. Hia father was a 
Spaniard and his mother was Spanish through her 
father, thonjrli Ik t mother had been a Mixtec Indian, 
The Indian blood of Don Porfirio was therefore only 
one quarter. Hia wife^ Oarmelitay was of pore 
Spaniflh extraction. 

He waa bom In the tiij of Oazaca on fleptember 

16, 18^0, on the twentieth anniversary of the "Grito 

de Dolores." His cries and those of the mother 

beaiing him were the cries of a new Mexico. 

» • • • 

It waa to hia native city that Doa Porfirio took hia 
jouog hiide^ the wedding Journey throngh that in> 
eompttiablj beantifal country being made mostly on 

horse-back, with nidits spent in hidden and rouuintic 
pu* bioft. Thf? gorgeous valley leading to the city of 
Oaxaca, through which one can in fancy see them 
paaslngy ia a riot ol brilliant birda and flowera, and 
broad, ahining leavea. The red-granite faflla anr- 
Tounding it are more austerely beautiful. It is 
inhabited by a race not spi »ikiiig .Spanish, often of 

*Don Ignacio dc 1ft Torre was diBpoaeeased of his great estates in 
Mbrelos ^ Zapata, who Irad been a groom is his stables. He died in 
exile in N«W Xork in 1918 leaving no children. Don Francisco Kincon 
Onllnnlo wag mnrdered by bandits on his hacienda of Santa Mnrla 
in Aguascalientes in 1913» Hia wife and nine cbildrea survive him, 
Ihe M being bom aftn* hii tetlu 
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strongly-marked Amatic type. The men are nuall, 
but finnly-kmty idlent^ and wMte-sliirted; the women^ 
dark-eyed, pearlj-teethed, envelop their heads after 

an immemorial custom iu lonj^ blue cloths, and wear 
golden n(rkl;i(t\s of haiKl wiouglit liiagi'v-e. Only a 
few kilometers away are tiie unsigned mou amenta of 
an ancient ciyilisationy the mins of Mitla. They lie 
OFergrown with gorgeona Tegetationt among other 
austere, red*granite hiUs, outlined against the blnesfc 
of skies. Locked iu these mountains, too, are treas- 
ures which men have always s<iuc:ht ferenshly, and 
for which they strangely lay down their liveB, — gold 
and sUver and copper, and also predLons stones that 
generations of women recelTe from them to wear 
aronnd neck or finger, or hang in ear. . . . 

The climate of Oaxaca is as perfect as anytldng 
earthly can hv. Those who know it, may perliaps for a 
moment, as they read these words, feel themselves 
enfolded in the glittering NoTember beauty that, at 
the close of the rainy season, lay about the city of 
churches and earthquakes, as he who was its greatest 
son, rode into it with his adored and beautiful young 
bride. 

It was eloquent of his martial life, for Oaxaca had 
been besieged and taken by him three times. The 
first time was in 185d under the orders of Colonel 
Ignado Mejia, fighting against the chieftain Oobos 
who held it. In 1860 he took it under General 
Salinas, and was severely woinidrd. In 1865, bcini? 
in command, he held the cit^ against Marshal 
Basaine, who besieged it for days with overwhelming 
f orcesL He held it till the last cartouche was firedt 
the last com and sugar consumed, then with that 
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incornparalile serenily of soul which marked all tlie 
great moments of his life, he surreudered with luA 
troops and was takm prisoner to Pnebla. Again, on 
aeaidngy lie took it in 1866| from General Oraioa. 
It waa alter tliia^ witli the cannon and anna taken 

from the enemy in the battles of MialiiiM(l;in and LSL 
Carbonera that he began the si( of tlir v\[y of 
Puebla, which he took by assault^ on the unfor- 
gettable dagr of the ^ <^ April, 1867. A few daya 
later, In the battle of Ban Lorenao^ he defeated 
MarqneSy 'The Tiger of Tacnbaya/' and proceeded to 
the siege of the city of Mexico, which fell into his 
power on the *21sl of June, 1867. Thus terminated the 

War of Interreution and the laat daja of the £mpire 
in Mezica . • . 

It ia said that before hia final retreat to Qner6taro 
with Marques and hia two thooaand armed men, 

Maximilian had watched in silence and despair, from 
itt liind a nirtaiued window in the Palace, the depar- 
ture of the Frenrh troopB from Mexico City. Hia 

hour on the Hill of the B^a waa near. 

• • « • 

Oaxaca's low, massiTe-built houses are eartltqnake- 
resisting, with a Spanish-Moorisli toncli. and because 
oi the gold in the near mountaina it is intimately 
connected with the hiatorj of the Oonqneat^ 

* It waa occupied by Diego de Ordaz, one of Cort^a ' most intrepid 
companions, who in 1521 tocft it from tho Aztecs, the Emperor 
AhuizotI havinc: fouriripd it some forty years before In 1522 Gon/.alo 
de Sandoval ^va8 mat theie with ku ttiirtT-five-uerer-betore-aflen 
lioraenieii, bringing alMnil a p«iiie MBWirlut alter the vaamer of tht 
tanks in 1918. An edict of Charles Y., Julj 6, 1520, finally created 
Cort^ Marquis of the Vall«y of Oaxaca, and the lands all a1x)ut are 
imown to this day aa the ''El Maroueeado. ' ' The first convent was 
eetoWfaheil ttere in 1589 by Fragr OobmIo Lnetro wd fh« HMiaBt 
MAoprfo WM de g wi ba d a tripla vale^ tnf dl hk thi^e^ nifb the 
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General Diaz and liis bride took up their abode in 
the (lovernment PaUiee, builL iu the uoble form of 
architecture the Spaniards iuti-oduced into Mexicow 
It lias bat <me story above its Doric-eolnmned 
**portBleB/* and its cornice is snrmonnted by nm- 
like riiapesL In the interior are many ample, son- 
stained patios, aud great stainvays, leadin^^ to 
spacions, high-ceilinired moms. Ou Suudays in^d on 
feastrdays the '^baena sociedad" of Oaxaca congre- 
gates in the Plaza, and at all times there are chang- 
ing gronps of Indians c<miing from every part of the 
state, belonging mostly to the Mixtec and Zapotec 
races. Wrapped in picturesque aud immemorial 
crarb, they offer delicate tihitrree work, bright \\<)(,i,in 
2arapes woven in their mountains^ painted gourdfl^ 
and highly-colored f iiiita 

An incident which shows the nnswervingness of 
Porflrio Dias' purpose, the coraprehencdon of his task, 
occurred but two weeks after his marriajje. Uuder 
the very windows of the stately apartment inliabited 
by General Diaz and his bride, a young Indian 
Boldier, on sentinel -duty before the door of the palace, 
who had smoked the strange herb, marihnana,^ which 

city of Oa-xnca at the st^ m. One valley tonds towanla tho Paeifie^ 
anoUicr towards the Atlantic and cue stretcbca to tlie north. 

The ei^ itMtf is built at the foot of a -hill, sloping tofwrds the 
Rivrr Atoyac. The catliedntl wuh fouiidnd in l.".":>, but it has been 
00 bombarded and pillaged that Uttle of its beauty remains, and 
evon noM ernel fhan mn have been the reatoratloiia. The great 
monastery and cbu'-ch of Santo Domingo in their fortress- like masslFe- 
npsK have resisted both carthquaho and ennnon. The French troops, 
during the war of lutcrvoation, pluudered aud (ieiraetated the city, and 
for mueh of the defacemeiii of the Plaa of Oianea, Don PorSrio 
hiiiiHi lf vraH rpgpon«?ible, in the gicpes he ko sncee^sfully undertook. 

* Legend has it that the Empress Carlota was secretly potsuned with 
tiiit herb before riie departed from Mexico to make her despairing 
appeals to Napoleon III and Pins TX. Tt was at the Papaj eoQft 
tbot her insanity definite^ dereioped. Her bosbAad and «ii Jn- 
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crazes him who tuked it, had killed an inider-officer. 
Hl8 wife with her babgr in her arma, that same dajr ot 
Mb arrest, gained accees to the joung biide^ beaeech- 
ing her to intercede with the Governor. When ahe 
implored the pardon of the unfortunate mnrderer, he 
aiiiiwered her: "Though I adore ^ou, and would lay 
down my lil'e for yoti, I cannot do what you ask me. 
The death of this man is as nothing compared to the 
aoataining of military diadpline throni^out the 
eonntry. It cannot he known of me that I condone 
aach an acf 

Tlio end uf the story is that the next day a delega- 
tion of women of the city of Oaxaca sent an appeal to 
President Gonzales, who commuted the death -sen* 
tenee to fifteen jeam impriaonment in the f ortreaa 
of Ban Jnan de TJlna. 

Bnt when diadpline waa not menaced, General 
Diaz could show liiniHelf of a royal generosity. 

Atier the siurming of Puehla, three hundred 
Mexican ot^cevB lighting in the Imperial ranks fell 
into hia handa^ According to the law promulgated 
hy JxtaM, all soch were to be aimunaiiljr ezecnted. 
Impriscmed in one of the great chambera of the 
Muaii i]>al Palace, they gave themselves np for lost, 
and begged for notaries and priesLs, that they might 
regulate their affaii-s of this world and the next. 
Thia waa at S o^clock in the morning. The victor aent 
word to them that the^ could do aa thej wiahed till 
three o^dock of the afternoon. They were even 
allowed to go into separate rooms with their con- 

perial Crown were forfvpr lost to her. Tlio world knows how she 
has pttssed the succeeding forty ^rears of her life in the ChAteau de 
BoQMioiitey in s r&ylraa mght of maaxdtj, kinder to her perhaps than 
would hm hem th« Ught of mmarj. 
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fcMon and notariML Later^ all wm tnuiif erred t» 
theArchiepiicopalPalaca. At half-pait three GlenenI 

Diaz in his battle-stained garments, victory still shin- 
ing from his face (for Piiebla had been taken in tiiSi^ 
night), appeared suddenly in their midst 

He broke the mortal alienee which fell upon the! 
condemned men to aaj sternly: 

^^According to the law yon are all flnbject to the 
death penalty, fur yon betrayed your couiiiiy when 
Hhe had most need of you." Then lie paused, changed 
his tone; and continoed: ^^In view of the fact, how- 
ereri that there are ao many of yon, I have the con- 
viction that nltimately the Government will be 
inclined to mercy, bnt the Law wonld reqnire that 
you be kept in the strictest confinement till your fate 
be decided. I have my self so recently suffered aJ] 
things for the cause I uphold that this I would spare 
yon* Believing in the victory of the Bepabiic, I pear- 
mit each one of yon to go forth a free man, upon 
giving yonr word in writing that yon will preset 
yourself for judgment at any time it be re<^uired of 
you by the Goveriimont.'' 

The scene was indescribable. Tlie faces of three 
hnndred men who had stepped back from death were 
turned towards hinu 

Among them was Colonel Vital Escamillo, who 
had increased from his own. purse the price that 
Couni Thun, Biaz* one-time jailor at Puebla. had put 
npon his head. TTe was unknown personally to Gen- 
eral Diasy but that tonch of human frailty, never 
wanting on any great occasion, was shown when one 
among those assembled, thinking to gain favor, 
pointed him out to the victorious General. His ges- 
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'^''^ tare of weom waa tcr tbe infonner, rather tlian tiia 
^^ealpiit, as he answered: *^H^ too, ia free.'' 

It ia aaid, alao, that after retnniing the look of the 

three hundred men to whom he had given life as 
defiiiiieiy as they had received it at their birth and 
^ their begiimiB^, he turned suddenly awaj oyercome 

by emotioDy and left the place, 
t ^ Qeneral Tamari^ alao among fbe pTisonera of that 
7^ famous day^ then exclaimed to those about him: 
•hi <«Twice Diaz has vanquished me. Once by his raili- 
f - tary geniuw, now by his generosity, I would gladly 
^- serve him, even In the ranks." 

- This act of magnanimity was of political import aa 
' weU| for it was ^ical of the policy of conyerting 
eneaiies into friends, which he pvrsaed ttuongh all 

the days of his power. . . . 
*T It was while Govfuiur of Oiixaea that, in 1883, 
[ (General Diaz, aceuiai^anied by his wife, made his only 
visit to the United States. To see was, with Don 
Porfliio, to understand, and he doubtless set apart 
t - in the best eclectic manner some of oar insdtniions 
for imitation, — others for avoidance. Mr. John W. 
^ Foster, who had been ho long Minister to Mexico, was 
^* officially appointed by President Arthur to receive 
and accompany them^ together with Ids wife, on this 
visit Oarmelita and Mr. Foster's daughter Eleanor, 
' now Mrs. Bobert Lansing, had been playmates at the 
^ Bomero BqUo house, and at the American Legation. 
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fieeond Administration — Euipire-BuUding^ — Social Life in Mexico City 
Since the Brief and Tragic Glory of Maximilian and Carlota — 
Don Porfirio'i Family — He Leaves liis Mother's Death bed at 
the Call of Country — lliB Belations to the Church — Love of the 
GhMa-flcofttnity of Soo^Ditdaia of BiehMH-Penonal Habite— 

In 1884, when Don Porfliio was again made Presi* 
dent 1^ an almoat nnanimooa elecUmi he eontmned 

to dwell in a houBe in the.Calle Humboldt, opposite 
my first Mexi* an home. It was a then ne\viy-l>nilt, 
not large, irreguiarlj shaped structui'e, having 
Mveral pink cnpolaa, with blue-painted ceilinga^ 
and was next the aqnare building in more dawdc 
Mexican atyle^ which waa naed as the Ministry of 
Finance in my day. 

A curious incident, coiicri iiinsr the building of this 
house, shows how forgetful Don roi^rio ]iad been of 
money when he was in power^ and its sources^ floid^ 
nnsealedi were near to his hand. In order to com- 
plete it, after his first Presidentiia] term, he found 
himself obliged to ask a loan of 8,000 pesos from the 
Baiico Nacional. wiiit li owed its prosperity to him. 
There were, after the usual human way, men on the - 
council of the bank who inevitably voted not to let 
him have it A Spaniard among them, Don Jnan 
Llamedo, indignantly rose and said that he would 
personally bo responsible for the siiin, and that he 
considered anv discuRsnon as to the solvency of Gen- 
eral Diaz unbefitting the nation, with which state* 

40 
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nient almost erery one (unless smndiody niay have 
► too recently tried to borrow from him) wiJI agree. 

It was to this house that he returned after taking 
i hi* oath of office on December 1, 1884, and I haTe 
been told, by one who etood among them, of the 
immense and enthusiastic crowds that waited for 
houi H before its door to acclaim liim as he drove up, 

* again President of Mexico, and entirely competent 
artis^m of an undreamed greatness. He continued 
to dwell in it for some months, driving or riding to 
and from the Palace, a pictnresqne and noble figure, 
whoee significance was becoming m<Mre and more 
apparent. 

From there he began with unerring instinct to 
gn ther the materiala for his work of £mpire-building. 
A tew rather Mattered and defeced remnants ixt Ids 
fimt administration remained. With these he pro> 
ceeded. He promptly remofed the beam from his own 
eye by cutting hiH sulaiy as President in half (from 

• 30,000 pesos to 15,000) and further (but less x>opu- 
lar) reforms were operated on others, as he pro- 
ceeded to redncet, though not to soch an extent, the 
aalariea <tf many gomnment offldals. He was to 
pro^e as implacable towards those who nnduly pil- 
lage the State in eras of peace, as to bandits and 
enemies who do it in times of war. His eo{iij»le(e 
knowledge of human nature, however, led to a tolera- 
tion on many oceaidons ci wliat the Fraich deli* 
cate^ can '^e pot de Tin.'* 

fihortiy after his Inangnration the increasing 
duties of State made it necessary for him to live 
nearer the Palace where the n<^tuinistrative work was 
carried on. In it, then as now, were not only the 
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offices of the President, but the Senate Chamber, aud 
the MiniBtnes of Treasury and War. He decided not 
to take up his abode in the Palace itself <m account 
of the ezpenae the GoTemment would be pnt to for 
tiie keeping up of tnich a Tast eetabliahm^t, so he 
moved to a house in the Calle de Cadena, a street 
lying near it. In still later years he used tke castle 
of Chapul tepee for a summer residence. 

It was this house of the Calle de Cadena, inhabited 
1^ him during the decades of Mexlco^s Angnstan 
Period, which a forgetful people, in the form of ft 
howling mob, was to surround on the :21th day of 
^ray, 1911, shouting "Muera Diaz" and "Viva 
Madero." Frwn it he left the City of Mexico forever 
in the early honm of the 26th of May, 1911, showing 
once again that a ruler who has wronght good is as 
often hated as one who has wrought erU. The terri- 
fviii^ly pot4»nfial noise of that same mob, its ebbing 
and swelling mutterinj^B I nhall never forget, driving 
hastily back from the Japanese Legation, where we 
had been informed of the outbreak, to the Calle Hum* 
boldt, in mortal anxiety lest scnnething had befallen 
my little boy. 

Don Porlirio's son occnpied the piuk-cupolaed. now 
Bougainvillaea-hung house opposite, so long lived in 
by his father. Behind its closed shutters and barri- 
caded door, his wife was awaiting her deliTerance In 
the midst of preparations for flighty and I remember 
thinking, as I looked across the street, "Woe to them 

that are with child.'' 

• • • • 

At the period of Don Porfirio's second term of 
office social life in Mexico was of the simplest Din* 
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ntrn would be giTcn to ino(nniiig or ontgoing Mini*^- 
terg, but the entertaiaing ended there. His wife did 
not, mccordinf : to tho then pimdling Meri(C»n cu»> 
imOf aMdst at the banquets 

8inoe the brief and tragic glory of the Court of 
Maximilian and Carlota, society, as our pre-war 
world fouHidered it, had not existed. During the 
Presidency of Benito Juares the aristocratic and gov- 
oning worlds had been cut in twain literally by fire 
and aword, and there were no overlapping enda. The 
conservatiTe and npper-ekuM elementa b<^otted hia 
regime, somewhat, doubtless, as I saw them boycot- 
ting the Madero regime. The War of Refni ni was 
too recent, and the almost daily contiscatious of 
Chnreh property were often accompanied by some 
peraonal act of Jnares, aa when he permitted hia ad- 
dieia to raid, one night, the great Franciacan Oonyent 
in Mexico City. Mexican women of that day, 
whose only and traditional spheres of activity were 
their homes, were aroused to such indi Lunation that 
they marched the next morning around the conTent, 
black-robed and protesting. They naturally never 
lent their beauty and their virtiie to any public func- 
tions of his r^^gime. 

Juarez had an exemplary and hamlsome wife, but 
was himself very ugly, much below medium height, 
tiiick-aety awarthy, plain-featnred| without outward 
gracea of any kind. Hia adrentnrea with the fair sex, 
who do not demand beanty In men, were, however, nn* 
meroiis. and at times spectacular. In this he but was 
true to typf', for it would ppoth, liMtldncf down the 
vista of history^ that illustrious statebUK n and war- 
rUnm are drawn on, in direct ratio to their gifta^ by 
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the eternal tcmiuiiie, responding even more easily 
than other men to the great inyitation which women 
throughout the agee extoid to them. Of the antique 
chase^ for which they are equally well equipped, I 
eay nothing here. 

Juarez* successor, Lerdo, though a great lawyer, 
. ]»rove(l to be an indifferent President fi-om every 
point of view, being veiy indolent — what is called 
'^'muy flojo." To this was joined hia exceaaive per- 
sonal pride. Peace and prosperity in Mexico demand, 
aa we haye aeen, other qnalitieB. He was unmarried, 
but was also of an araorons dinpusition, and seeiub 
to have been, to use a provincial but still ex])l:cit 
phrase, <'a fast man.'' Daring bis incumbencyii 
society was also non-eziatent. By society I mean 
those gronfdngs about the central power of cultnre» 
beauty, elegance, wit, set in splendors of fortune and 
tradition, wi.irh have always acconii>anied the ris^ 
of nations to ^leatness. Now by some strange distor-* 
tion of the post-war lens^ through which we look, obi 
life»*these attributes, once the glory of states, are 
replaced by drab, misshapen, unwiddly, penuriausj 
irresponsible groupings mediocrities, which, bowJ 
ever, thanks to nature who abhors o luiility more thaii 
she does a vacuum, will, in the end, disappear. Once 
again such highly individualistic achievements 
those of art and science, and the pursuit of honors 
and riches, natural objects of human endearor and 
ambition, will reappear in their true form and value, 
and we shall umlerstand and rlesire once more the 
benefits of that "just inequality," without which no 
State can be great ... 

During Jkm Porftrio's earliest incumbency his ftnrtj 
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[wife, av^Oaxacau like iunmeif^ had died, and ke liad 
been farthemore too engroeted in the proUenui pre- 
aented by banditry, and debta intmial and ezternali 
to take part in eodal functiona, or to bold any him- 
self . The simple austerity of bis private life, his 
extreme personal uiodt st combined with bis ^reat 
natural dignity, commanded respect and admiration, 
apart from the tomantie preitige of hia military tri- 
jumph% and would have made bim a welcome flgure 
in any drele. 

Victory by arms will forever enhance the priory 
f civic acbievements, we cannot say why, and even 
hose who abhor solutions by force see, as a lamp 
hining in the hearts ci the generatioii% the memoiy 
knowledge of the qilendor of martial deeds,--* 
hough their end is eo often exile or death. . • • 
When, on his second incumbency, President Diaz 
i'jpppeai-ed wiili a youn^^ \\u<\ beautiful wife, related to 
arious great fauiilies in the Capital, things began 



0? 



i'^ensiblj to change. 

iThe f onnation and welding of the aodety of Mezieo 
ty, Tory ariatocratie and ezduaiTe on one hand, on 
e other composed of new governmental figures, was, 

lowever, a slow process. Tbe Corps Diplomatique 
tided this greatly, discharging one of its organic 
fonctioiia (which I have aeen operating in other 
itriea, between Gonrt and indoatrial circlea) by 
irting with both and unifying social lifa In 
ji]'4^e end, culminating in the Centennial celebrations, 
,l*^exico City becaiiic one of the most brilliant capitals 
jjn the Western iiemisphere, even from the point of 
view of society. Women when going there needed 
jfiitotorioiialy the beat dothea to be had in Paria or New 
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York; the prestige of Diaz, which alone would have 
made of his capital a rendezvous of brilliaiil laen, 
being further enhanced by the fact that his wife's 
natural and acqnired elegance could vie wiQi that oi 
any woouul 

Much hospitality was then offei«d bj the President 

and his wife. Everything was done impeccably, with 
care and distinction. Even now in exile, in a small 
apartment in a small street in Paris, the same dis- 
tinction is apparent in each simpleet expression of 
hospitality given by his widow. 

Except for his children and his nephew Feli% For- 
firio Diaz was without near family. When a gr^t 
man is thus, like Melchizcdech, without father, with- 
out mother, without brothers, he is indeed chosen of 
heaven, standing quite free for service. The impedi- 
menta of his so inscrutably predestined successor, 
Madero, on the other hand, included 232, or, accord- 
ing to some, 299 members of a family singularly 
acquisitive and active. 

Don Portirio's children, fourteen, eight and six 
years of age at the time of his marriage to Carmen 
Bomero Bubio^ lived in perfect harmony with their 
young stepmother. '^A situation that might have 
occasioned so many difficulties^" she once said to me, 
"produced only the tenderest affection. They were 
always perfect to me. My mother, too, loved them 
very tenderly and was adored by them in turn." 

In hia own earliest childhood, the home of Dial 
had been devastated by the great cholera epidemic of 
1838, during which his father and two fdsters had 
died. His mother was left thus early to provide for 
the subsistence and education of her remaining chil- 
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dren. Eyen in tliat land of many resources and few 
netda the struggle was hard. Her hneband, Jos6 de 
la Cruz DiaZy of Spanish parentage, after having 
•erred in the armj in his early yoath, had been for 
a while a hUckamitlu Later, he was employed in the 
celebrated mine called *H3iiico UeSkmtf* connected 
with those of "San Joe^" and "El Socorro" in the dis- 
trict of Ixtlan. lie was moii found to hv worthy of 
the fullest confidence, and was put in command of 
the small force of men who transported the ore and 
difltribiited the wages of the emplojeesL Itwaawhen 
he was thus engaged that he feU in love with and 
married Petra Mori, whom he had met in the neigh- 
borin^' town of Yodococ3. She was of Asturiaa 
origin on her father's side, as her name indicates ; her 
mother was a Mixtec Indian. She was of small statorey / 
straighMeatued and dari^ and was to prove herself 
a woman of nnnsnal gifts in tlie waj of rectltade, 
charity, good sense and energy. Don Jos6 was a tall, 
strfni|if, well-formed and handsome man, of great 
determination and most laborious habits. 

Their first married years were panood in the dis- 
trict of Ometepec, near the Padfic coasts where Don 
Jos6 had rented with his sayings a small sugar 
"finca,'' on which he also opened a little shop, after 
the secular manner of Spaniards in Mexico. Later, 
he moved to the city of Oaxaca, where his two 
youngest children, Porfirio and Feliz, were born. 
Porfirio was three years old at the time of his father's 
death. His sister, Kiccdasa, always entirelj devoted 
to him, inherited many of her mother's qualities. She 
kept his house and guarded his childreu during his 
widowed period, remaining unmarried until some 
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time after ids marriage to Garmelita. Then, no 

longer young, she became tbe wife of one of hia aidea* 
de-caiiijj and comradeH in battle. 

Hip brother, Fcliz, the lather of Feliz Diaz of our 
day, was a short, swarthy, thlek-biult man, havixig 
none of the beanty oi Don Porfirio^ though he was 
alao of an adrentnrons disposition, and gifted wiUi 
courage and energy. He embarked early on a mfli* 
tai y ( areer. He was taken prisoner by the French in 
theii* lirst engagement on Mexican soil, and later he 
was among the prisoners who accompanied the escort 
of the Condeaa de Prim, wife of General Prim, from 
Vera Gnus to Mexico City. He had been wounded in 
the battle and was taken care of by the general's wife. 
He allei wai ^ls snccessfnlly made his escape by attack- 
ing a mounted guard and getting ott on his hoi-se. 

Later, when he was governor of Oazaca, he was 
called to qnell an npriaing in the town of Jnchitan, 
which then, aa when I saw it in 1912, was giving 
ample testimony that what the Juchltecos beat love 
is a fiprht. He fell into an ambush ouUide the riotous 
town and was mui*dered. 

At the time of hia mother's death General Diaz was 
Military Governor of Tehnantepec. Being informed 
of her grave illneaa, he went on horseback, withoat 
a halt, to Oaxaca to embrace her a last time. He had 
barely reached home when a touiiir arrived with 
a message that a military crisis necessitated his 
immediate return to the Isthmua. Though the doctor 
told him his mother had bnt a few honra to live, at 
the call of country he relinqniahed the supreme and 
august privilege of holding her in his arms and re- 
ceiving her last sigh. The grief of that parting he 
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never for<j:ot, and late in life he would speak of it with 
undimimslied emotion. It m topical of his patriot* 
ianu • • • 

8q much ham been Mid of Don P<Mrfifio^ft irreligicNi 
that a word of hia penonal relatloiia to the GathoUc 
Ghoreh will not ccnne andas. 

His tirst marriage was performed by a priest of 
Oaxaca. His three children wore baptized and sent 
to religiona schools, his two daughters being ediu atcd 
in the conrent of the Saeied Hearti which inatitntion 
waa eatabliahed in Mexico during Don Porflrio^a lee- 
ond preddential term. 

His mariiage to Carmen Romero Rubio waa con- 
secrated by Monsignor Pelagio de la Ba^tida, Arch- 
bishop of Mexico, in the Chapel of the Archiepiscopal 
Palace, an ancient edifice in the Calle de Perpetoa. 
He aleo performed the marriage ceremony for Don 
Porflrio^B elder danghter, Amada, when ehe became 
the wife of Don Ti:n;ieio de la Toire, the President 
assisting at the iiu{t1ial mass. 

On the death of Ai*chbishop La Bastida, Monsignor 
Proepero Maria Alavcon became Archbishop of 
Mexico. He Uteeeed the marriages of Don Porflrio^^a 
son and younger daughter, under like eircnmstances. 

These two prelates, men of great gifts iu vei*y 
dissimilar ways, were both personal friends of the 
President and his family. In fact Don Poi'tirio 
always showed the greatest conrtei^' in his relationa 
with the bishops of the country. He looked on the 
Ohnreh as on all other things, with strict imparti- 
ality. He knew it to be the most durable oi all human 
insutauons, and recognized its greatness and allowed 
for its power. The bishops, in turn, knowing how 
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ardent and convinced was his inioi alisni, aud lhat he 
would always be careful lo respect the form of the 
ConBtitutioiii wisely aeldom aaked impoBsibilities of 
binL 

Of the many names in Mezkan ^dependen^ bto- 

tory, four stand out : Hidalgo, Morelos, Juarez, Diaz. 
Their attributes are as defiaite as their names, and 
have been stamped lor all time on their various 
generatloiui. The last two were each in their differ- 
ent ways great, lyidc Liberals and followed, as do men 
of genius^ the signs of thdr times. liberalism was in 
the air they breathed. The first two men were priests.* 
The Zeitgeist of their times was * Tmlependence^ 
and they, too, followed it. It is certainly confound- 
ing to those who would give casual judgments c<m* 
cerning the Catholic Chmch in Mexico that Hidalgo 
should have raised the first cry for fiwedom there and 
have been the first to put upon a banner ''death to 
bad government." 

The r61e of Morelos, whose battle-cry was **Free- 
dom from Spain,'' was more complex, his motives 
more discussed. On freeing Mexico from what has 
been called tlie ^Teninsnlar economic domination,'' 
it has been reproached him that he wrote : 

''Our only object is that the political and military 
Government by Spaniards pass to the Creoles.'* 

Bat into wliat hands should the country have 
been delivered^ Certainly not as President Wil- 
son tried to deUver it a centniy later, into those 

^Miijuol Hilalgo 7 CostillAj born May 8, 1753, at Corralejoa, 
Guanajuato, shot as a rebel apunst the Spnnish Crown, July 31, 1811. 
Joa6 Mariu Morelos y Pavou, boru at Valladolid, Micboacaa, 
170S. Captured, tried and tmSij ihot M • rebel agdnat the 6p«BUi 
Oronn, DeoeBber 22, 181^. 
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of tlie unprepared eighty-five per cent. T"^^^?t and 
^ half-breed, from whom it would have been arprompt- 
ly and earily taken hy the onelialf of one per cent aa 
it waa to-day by thoae repreaenting our <mce incom- 
parable Carranza. The Creoles were the lopcal in- 
heritors, the next link in the chain, not the Indiana 

As to the 80 reviled domination of the priesthood, 
never in the moat pow«rf nl daya of Spaniah and Ghnrch 
rale waa rach a eyatem of bondage coontenanced to 
terrorize, despoil and destroy the Indian as that in 
Yucatan in the 20th century of the syndicali;sui (»r ( iea- 
em! Alvarado; and (lie god of antiquity who devoured 
his own children is again abont, for from Spain an- 
other dominatim tiian that ot the Friara liaa come, in 
the gniae of tfaonaanda of anarchiata, who by fire and 
aword and many words continue to prepare the sal- 
vnt ion oi the Indian in the next world if not in this. 
The Friars, as everybody knows who is familiar with 
the landscape of Meidco, bnilt pink and lovely 
chnrchea with patios, warm, flowering, tree>planted 
and ann-bathed, where the Indian conld bring hia 
distresses, receive education, of a primitive order 'tis 
true, and often, not always, pret his wiimfi^g righted. 
And these churches resemble not at all the bare walla 
of the I. W. W. assembly rooma. 

The Mexican of all claaeea la eaientially rdigiim- 
loving, which ia one of the reaeona why tibte preaent 
r^me of terror and pei«ecution, of closed churches 
and banish ed priests and nuns is so disastrous. 

The attempt at the destruction in the human 
breast of a belief in a higher power, tyjnfied first in a 
amall way in Mexico by the Carranciata chnrch per^ 
aecntiona, now become part of the Boliheriat world* 
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program, assails soinctliiug bo inherent In man 

that doubtless he himself will be destroyed in his 

mad assault on the things of eternity. 

Ah! if there were no death, if man were nofc cut 

dofwn like gram at evening, if there were no Reaper, 

if each one's night wherein he works no more were 

not his most certain end, one might perhaps experi- 

meut But even then, who would not wish to con- 

eider at times things supersensnali snperrienal, the 

precious Bee Gdeetia? Whatever form it may take^ 

worship is man'e IMt, last and greatest right, and 

often his only real possession. 

• # • • 

Don Porfirio's private life, of which there are bo 
many fantastic and calnninious accounts, was of the 
simpiest and happiest He found his pleasure in his 
family, and in the candid and natural joys it offered. 
He had little of the taste for cards or other games of 
chance usual to his race. He wuh often to be seen 
towards dusk, accompanied only by his wife, in the 
lovely park of Ohapiiltepec, under the centoiy-old 
ahnehnetes ahaiiing its broad calsadas; sometimes 
pansing under the great tree of story, the ^bol de 
Montezuma/' which in addition to the glories of the 
Porfirian Mexico, had witnessed those of Montesiuma 
and of the Spaniards. . . . 

To the end he preserved his great predOection for 
hnnfing and delighted in organiEing riiooting-parties. 
Qnall, wild pigeons, snipe, rabbits, hares, abound on 
the Plateau,^ and sometimes, too, he would slip out of 

*A Spanish diplomat, Don Joft»^ Tfomcro Dusmet, now Minister to 
Bulgarifti a collcn^ue of our first ^Icxican days, tokl me yesterday 
of one M tiie shooting parties at which he asslited. 

The goafte Uit KeicMo City «ar^ in tbe moniag la the pwrt 
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^ the city for a few hours* shooting, accompanit d only 
^ bj a single aide-de-camp. Around Cordoba, loo, he 
often went to stalk deer* It waa traditioiial in the 
^ iBinily tbat he ihovld spend the greater part of Holy 
Weekao ^gaged, returning for Baater Sunday with 
great (luantities of venisou^ which he would distribute 
among his friends, 
ct His loye of the chase dates from his earliest year% 
tt( and tiiera Is a f^eal sti»y of his boyhood, which 
ke. he himaelf used <^ten to recall^ and which shows 
his natural const r active abilities. Impatient with 
the archaic sling and other like weapons and not hay- 

dentiml fnia, tacl were to make the once beantifol hadeate of ^alps. 

belonging to Don Guillerrao T.rinila Y Eseandon, thrn Governor or 
the Federal District, their rallying point. Alter luncbcon tbej went 
out again for Bnipe, and were caught in one of the usaal afternoon 
deluges of the rainy season. In the train, on the way back to tibe 
dtj, Don J036 and Don Guillermo bogged the President to ^t out 
of bis wet things, as lie had a servant and a chan^^ with him, \m.t 
hb r oft i Kd hs ft nun of eighty Iksmw the oIlMn oonld not do tlM 
nme. 

The hnciend i ot Jalpa had been built by tho celebrated Conde do 
Begla, who hud come into posaession of tiio famous Heal del Monte 
Mine in the early part of tho 18th century, and was so fabulously 
rich that he could quito conTeniently lend the King of Spain a 
Mnion pc&os, and give him several fully-equipped war-ships as well. 

The hacienda contained many works of art, for besides the masidve 
ritfWHRrvices, and various paintings of the SpaaSsh Mastati^ it WW 
rfTiowrtr ^ for its priceless antiquo Chinese vases and French proce- 
lain& these latter having been bought bv the grandfather of Bon 
QviUaniio, ft mail of vtst wosUli, ta Pui% eoify \m tlio ainetoaitli 
century. These were either smashed on the spot hj Carrancista 
soldiery, or carried away by tlieir officers to be sold. A few objects 
of special value were removed in haste, by what seem to have been 
«ip«rts, appearing at tbo hadcnda itandtoooiulj with the ontry of 
tho Constitutionalist troops into ■^T^x]Vo City. Among these were the 
immense silver lamp before the nlt-nr of the hacienda chapel, bearing 
the date 1677, the Ribera abo?e Don Guillermo 's bed, and a chair 
belonging to Cortfis, which aio known to liftVO found their way to 
the border, aftrr TrhicTi all trace of iliom was ln<^t. A groat silver 
platter hammered out by hand, that Cort^ ordered made for a 
Church vessel, alone has b^n preserved. Tor the rest, of the OftOft 
splendid BMiiiiloB and iti fluoj tfoftiiifoi, there now nittlii oaify tbo 
waUa, EL O. &^ Jwamrf, 19ao« 



Disitized by Google 



54 INTIMATE PAGES OF MEXICAN HISTORY 
■ 

ing money to buy a rifle, out of rusty parts of pMola 
and iuuskcLs, bought olfered for a few 

ponuies, and which he hiiujseir put toother in the 
forge of a friendlj smith, he made his first Hrearm. 
It was ofat of as unpTomisiiig bits as these tbat he 
Snbseqaently forged modem Mexica 

He became yery expert in the making of these primi* 
tive fire-arms, selling oi- liivini^ them to the Indians 
oi the V'alle Grandn, and lie was a familiar si;;lit 
seated before the door of his modest dwelling, busily 
combining the different parts of his muskets or trac> 
Ing artistic designs on bntt and barrel. 

He early delighted in all sorts of physical exer- 
cises. When a very yonng boy chance put a book 
on gymnastics into liis hands. lie proceeded to ini- 
provise a little gymnasium in the courtyard of his 
mother's hoosey making the Tarions kinds of 
apparatos himself, and finally eren establishing a 
class. But best of all he loyed to lose himedf in 
the dense tropical prairies of Oaxaca, or explore its 
iia)iint;iin fast ti(: s:s('«». These excursions, for which 
often his only opportunity was the night, gave him a 
cLom acquaintance with the native tribes, and fos- 
tered his inborn love of Hatnre and solitude. 
His haUt of sleeping under the stars, his delight in 
adventure, his resource and courage in danger, his 
knowl( djre of the habits of birds and animals, made 
him adored by the Indians. This life, which he fol- 
lowed so instinctiyely, was to develop his magnificent 
muscular strengOi, temper his nerves to steel, and 
later enable him to support with ease the fatigues of 
the martial achievements that were so f^reat a factor 
in Ms career. DoubtlebB it also aided him to pre- 
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serve to a gi'eat age a Yifj^r known to few men. 
It vas, too, an equally iuMLiuetive preparation for 
Mb incomparahle strategic successes^ for ius iati- 
mate acquaintance with the Indiana of ■onthem 
MeziCD save him later the power to qnickly recruit 
hia armies, and train them for seemingly Impossllile 
feats. Tliis magnetic control over the inhabitants of 
his native State was one of the Recrets of his discuu- 
certing mobility, of the cumujig ambushes he laid for 
his en^nies, enabling him so often to win victory 
over forces great! j superior in arms and nnmbers. 
To the Indians he was not only a dauntless chiefi 
an inconii)aral)le leader, but emboilied almost super- 
natural qualities, becoming to tin m as a god of war, 
a benign reincarnation of the god HoitdulopochtU of 
thdr ancestors. 

Brotherofflcers who^ later^ were to see him as the 
great administrator, calm^ sure, prudent, farsedni^ 
constmctive, said of him that in combat he was libe 
a lion. Over his being a great change would come, 
light would tlash from his eyes, his nostrils 
would dilate, his lips would part, a bright color would 
lie upon his cheeks. Terrible, irresistible, iuTincible, 
they knew him for the heayen-bom general and fol- 
lowed where he led. . . . 

As to money, his relation to which has been so 
little understood, though Porfirio Diaz knew it to be 
a Yital necessity for the State, it was without mean- 
ing in his own existence. He had no personal wants^ 
he accumulated no personal effects. He used only 
what was nec^sary for his being and his situation, 
without any accompanying sense of possession. He 
was never heard to say, would like to have this 
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thing or that/' though he delighted in making little 
presents to the merabei-s of hm family, and was al- 
ways thoughtful about fulfilling the desires expressed 
by those he loved. When he left Mexico, he left it 
with but the amount of money IndiBpenaable to a 
certain comfoi't and dignity, liviug inodestly and 
restrainedly during the yeans of exile. 

Tills unreality of money was a mental and 
spiritnal idiofliyncnuQr of his being. Ererywhere 
abont him were men fMundonately dedrona of richer 
. but he himself wati always immune from this ageless 
fever of mortality. 

After hia gLorions entry into Mexico Gity, he was 
literally pennileaa. 

To Jnares he had tnmed over the military strong- 
box, couiaining the num of twenty-two thousand 
pesos, and an army equipped and armed.^ His only 
possession was the jeweled sword presented to him 
by the City of Mexico in recognition of his victorieti 
in the International War. This he found himself 
forced to lake to a usurer in the Capital. He tlien. 
turned his face southward to Oaxaca. Boon after* 
ward> howeveri the hacienda of La Noiia was given 
him by his native State. From it he launched, in 
November, 1871, his famous **IMaii de la ^Coi ia," sum- 
moning Juarez, between whom and himself the breach 
was complete, to put into effect the reforms promised 
by the Gonstitntion of 1857, Later during a revolu* 

*To lator-ilay Moriean ppTiPT^aTs this will be gi^rcrly beUerable, 
or m stupid that a xuan showing such lack of understanding of tiM 
•itiuliMi and fho iMmr mndd be tod ytXtHlMXfy, eonildarM iamm- 
peliiit b/ f rionds and mmaStm tUka^ St but for wdle, the Sring-oqead 
or ttie amdhonie. 
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tionary upheaval, the estate passed out of his posses- 
sion, was pillaged aud finally sold into oilier hands, 
fie never reclaimed it dunng hiB long years of power^ 
wben dmpl J raising a Ikagjer, that or anything elaa 
could have been hia. 

In Hie days of his eonntry'B prosperity he was 
loaded with honors and decorations from the Powers 
aod Principalities of the earth. In his reception of 
them, in his wearing of them, there was never a 
gesture nor an ezpiesBion that dimmed his perfect 
modesty* He received them and wore them as if to 
Mexico they had been ^ven, and his but tiie accidental 
form on which they hune:. They represented, after 
long years of conlempl and neglect on the part of 
the natLon% her new greatness, were visible testimony 
to her new 1^017. The only decorations he h^d in 
honor were those gained on the Held of battle in blood 
and danger of death. 

He was of a scrupulous neatness in his attire, but 
instinctively, without any i)reotcupalion by it; his 
linen was always spotless and his uniforms well kept. 
This was part of his innate sense of snitableness siid 
personal dignity. 

His treatment of his infieriors, of servants, was 
marked hy an extreme kimlness, and to those of long 
service he displayed a simple affection, preserving 
at the same time respect for his position. 

In Porfirio Dins' heart was an immense yeandng 
o?er his people. He was more than the friend of 
each, he was tlie father who labors for his children. 
He knew as far as is permitted to one finite man, the 
details of his government, as well as its great basic 
lines* It has been said, and with truths that great 
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wrongs were committed iiiid«r his rnle, yet these 
were always without his knowledpje. If ft wrong 
could be brought to his attentiuu, lie righted it when- 
ever he bad the unrestricted means to do so. It will 
be argaed that he^ being absoliitey had in era^ case 
theee means; but rnlera are alao 6er?antBy and any 
man at the head of a goyemmenty even one he himself 
has brought into being, cannot on all oceasious see 
beyond the Chinese wall that his ministers, always 
lesser than himself, build about hiuL These he must 
inevitablj serve. Bat in no instance can it be pdnted 
ont that abnse of power was for his personal advan- 
tage, or that he knowingly gave his consent to things 
harmful to his people. As far as the ponderous 
machinery of a great and prosperous government, be- 
coming more and more complicated as it grew, per- 
mittedy they had individual access to him, and where 
he knew facts be gave prompt and impartial jadg> 
ment. 

It is the fashion, temporary as all fashions are, to 
rate the achievements of Porflrio Diaz not bv the 
human standard, which would show him too great, 
bnt by some angeUcal measure. He wa8» like other 
rulers, mortal, and like them, what be administered 
was mortal, and even so <'at a man as be could not 
disprove the scriptural axiom that there must always 
be rich and poor, lowly and exalted, nor overcome 
nature's repugnance to equality. 

He was of inm eonstitation, and during long years 
knew nothing of the miseries of the flesh beyond 
wounds received* in battle. He always arose at five 
o'clock, bathed, took a cup of coffee and inmu iliately 
passed to the business of the day. lie never seemed 
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to feel hunger; it was a m;itter of indifference to him 
after a long moniiug's work if be lunched at one, at 
two or at Uiree o^clock. This abstemiouanetft waa 
donbtleM aome heritage from hia Indian ancestora^ 
ab» In part vm due to iomeChing naturally aelf- 
abnegatory in hla being. It ia veeorded of bim, too^ 
tluit he ate with the greatest niceness, and that 
though his early lift' had been of tlie simplest, and 
afterwards much of it was spent in camps and battlei^ 
him nuumeni at table would bare befitted a prince. 

He waa alike nnalTected by extremea of beat and 
cold, and eonld endure eaaUy fiatigiiea cmahing to 

other men. 

He was never vexed by trifles, nor was he visibly 
perturbed by misfortune. This dominion over him- 
adf came in part from the admirable polae of Mb 
belngi in part from the long habit of dominion over 
othera. 

Even on the night uf iiis iinal departure from 
Mexico City he was in full possession of his serenity, 
though all about him were burned and distraught, 
and be himaelf juat arisen, pbyaically weak and 
brohen, from hia bed of pain, ^ere were no outward 
marka of emotion when, with hia wife, be got into 
the motor standing in front of the house in the Calle 
de Cadena. at two o'( lock of that May moiniug, — the 
26th; nor wlien Huerta aaaiated him into the 
special train awaiting bim at the atatifm of the 
Ferrocarril Mezicano, nor e?en wben^ without 
whistle or word of command, it alipped quickly out 
of the dark station. 

But when aboard the Ypiranga in Vera Cniz 
harbor he had beard for a laat time the Toicea of 
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hto people, gathered, Uionaandff, to greet him, wbm 
the last hand-daeps had been given, the last 

*'abrazos," and the YiiiiaiLya had turned her prow 
to the open sen, ho wept. 

And thoae venerable tears should have been 
canght in a golden cup by a whole peq^le <m their 
kneen^ those wiped diy witli the doth of graii* 
tnde and repentanee, to be kept, cup and doth, as 
long as the nation laat&. What will they ever find 
more sacred? 
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President — ^Diaz Chooses a Oiwt Minister of Finance, JO06 Tves 

Limantour — Unparalleled Prospprity — Ernesto Madero, Uncle of 
the "Rp(^p^mpr" — The Sincrlo Mooting of tho Makv of liod0lB 
Mexico with the Instrument of Its Deetruction. 

It was in 1892 that all queBtions as to reelection 
ceased and Porfirio Diaz became Dictator of Mexico. 
He had led her out of the wildeniegB into green, yery 
green placea 

The National (Convention which nominated him 

candidate, revived, however, a goveruiiiiiilal corpse 
' — that of the office of Vice-Presidents This was done 
I by the enlightened and gifted gronp of yonng men 
^ who dominated the eonyentlony with a view to enr> 

tailing the {KMnlbnitieB of rerolntion in the event 

of the death of Don Porfirio.* 
^ Bnt like all thinp^i InniiaD, and especially things 

human and Mexicaxiy this had its disadvantages* Don 

'Bverj man yet liviniir of this (rroap of farseein^ and patriotic 
j Mexicans is in exile. This toleration and oven connivnncp, at, the 
cxpulaion of the educated classes from Mexico by the United States, 
though one has heard ftboni H ad luniseam, is still spparently so 
little understiol, that one mny he tr; illustrate it 'i tlie 

' following crudest of ways: It is as if the Emperor of Japan, having 
t dsereed the person and term of office of the President of the United 
' Btatsa, fiiftiwnnore gave the country fiiio tiis hands of the ''Beds'' 
' whom ^^f* Tiow ?n iriflti'^triously rast from ns, while the mornbtTs of 
our Ck>ngre8S, the heads of bviks, the founders of great industrial 
soaeeni* «Bct ivrofbMOtt of TAiihcMtiMi wtn eompeHed to flee, leaving 
everything in the hands of an untrained, undisciplined mob. 
Yet thw is Tchat bripyif^n"! in Mexico, based on bnt one reason, fho 
hatred of a foreign autocrat for the ruler of a people whom fate had 
plaoed in Ui p^isBP. 

61 
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rorHrio, from the ^st seeing tliat this office wonldl 
be the goal of paaaiimate de8ire% awakening the 
alwajft too-lighily deeplBg enry^ and engenderins 
endlesB Intrigue, had, after hie flimple yet genial way, 

suppressed the explosive office. It was only \\ lieu 
tiiue bep:nn (o sliow its implacal)ilitj in hm own 
person tliat he conceded tlie matter. 

The Vice-Presidency aeema to be a thorn in the aide 
of eray Latin-American Preeidenty and^ to cliange 
the flgnre, aa the bee! of Achillea of erefy Latin- 
American Goveriiiiiont. 

General Diaz wnn nware of this as early as 1877. 
He proceeded with extraoi dinarj astutenesB, and on 
the excellent principle of aafety in number^ to decree 
^t the Prerident of the Chamber, who waa elected 
ewery month, be called on to fill the Executive offlce 
in case of the death of the President. Lat» r Ihiij right 
devolved on the Miuister for Foreign Affairs. 

Darin <r the gi*eater part of the administration of 
General DiasE^ this poet waa occupied by Don Ignad^ 
Kariacali one of the moat faitiifnl and inteUigen* 
coUaboratoTB any Praddent of any country haa e?er 
possessed. He held this position for twenty-two 
years, becoming what one of the diplomats called 
''the dean of all the ministers of the world.'^ Buch a 
fact ia teatimony both to the man and to hia country. 
He waa further highly cultured, pofloceoed of ani* 
mated and agreeable mannera, and though not 
strikini: of stature nor feature, was a marked and 
unfuigeUable personality. 

It was largely at the instance of Don Jos6 Yves 
Limantonr that the Vice-Presidency waa created ; 
Don Bamon Corral being elected to the olllce Don 
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RruiKui, wliatever his private* sins, ahvayn cuudueied 
iiimaelf with entire political aud personal loyalty 
towards his iliustrioiuicbief. He wa% too^ for a while^ 
popular with the countiy. Later hk connectloii witb 
the CientifliHMi^ Ib addition to the deatmctive office of 
Vice-President, gave rise to a terrible cauipaign 
against him, culminating in the unantiwered charges 
preferred by Madero in hie ^Preeidential Buc- 
cearion.'^ 

Since then the Vice-Preddents ef Mexico have 

either died with the President, or vanished into void 
at the psychological moment, or, more simply still, 
iiSLYe never been drawn out of nothingness. At tbia 

moment ^ hay." The procednre ia of a diaeon* 
carting simplicity. • • • 

* Don Porfirio having in his splendid years the finest 
flair for men's capacities, February of 1803 was to 
witness a special act of wisdom, for he then appointed 
3)on JO06 Yyea LImantoor Secretaiy of the Treaanry 
tad Public Credit How admiraUythia man filled hia 
bfflce ia known to the world. In the closing years of 
Tiis dictatoiBhip the Iron President saw more and 
more in Limantour the natural successor to the 
Prestdencjy one into whose careful and aldllf nl handa 
the splendid tiling known aa modem Mexico could 
he entrusted, and there are many recorded conver- 
sations concerning tlie matter. There were two out- 
side dif&cnlties (what enemies of Limantoar'a appar- 
ent destiny lay witiiin hia own being I cannot say). 
He was of French parentage; the other was his 

uncompromising war on what -Air. lliiliii s calls 

''bareancratic cannibalism.'' In Latin America, or 
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anywhere for that matter, this uiune would have pro- 
duced aa army of euemieg. 

His incumbency as JSecretai-y of the Treasury, 
which was nnintemipted, led to the reaolt that in 
1910 Mezico^s foieigii debt was quoted above par 
and many millions lay snugly in tiie Treasnry. Before 
the outbreak of the Madero reyolution, the bonds of 
the exterior debt were selling on the JSUh k l^xehnnges 
of London and Paris at a premium of 5^^ per cent. 
6o high was the credit of Mexico at that epoch, that 
Mr. Limantonr was in Europe saccessfnlly arranging 
a conyersion of the foreign debt to 4 per cent.^ 

It has been asserted, and the testimony has even 
been used to damn the CieaUlicos, of whom Liman- 
tour was the chief, that no Latin-American adminis- 
tration ever placed its country in the same credit 
rank as that enjoyed by Mexico dniing the <>iiyi^<ryftl 
rule of these reriled gentlemen. 

If to lead one's country into unparalleled paths 
oi' i>rospprity is crimiiiitl. Wicu indeed they were crim* 
inal, caught by the world, red-handed, in the act^ 

Howeyer, pacienda, "El Incorraptible" was com- 
ing. The Mexicans, in the strangest fit of national 
folly eyer known, were to place in the hands of a 
man, who was to break them into a thousand bits, j 
the precious svoiks of wisdom. I 

This man was Fraueisco I. Madero, whose political 
ayatars are the quickest recorded in the history. 
Once '^Redeemer <rf Mexico," ^^ridegroom of Mex* 

* Though nevor in tho history of Mexico Imve "hor fiscal receipts, ' 
throu^ oil, &nd the world's need of it, been so great aa now, Uie i 
Otarman regime never even platonieallj dieenmd Ikt pajment 
of any kind of Inleiert aft nj per eent on the Nstioaal. er my otbtr 
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even, in 

moments of extreme tenderness, ho liiiallj tauH* to 
be known, sometimes as the '^monkey of Ooahiiila," 
oftener as the ^lanaUc of Parras.^' And Ms i^pt\ih 
mm even more dUnetvomi to his coimtiy than his lifa 
The hydra was a headleaa heing in eompariaon with 
that ^'vengeance'' of mixed and indigenous parentage, 
wliirli si*rang up aufi proceeded to destroy Mexico 
in his name, the r61e of ^'Vengador" having been 
played since by every villain in Mexico, and many 
Just men in and oat of it| leaving little or nothing 
for God to repay. 

The ultimate fact (and facts in Mexico res^ble 
the seldom eueouuiered white blackbird) couceining 
the finances of the Diaz administration in that Sefior 
Bon Jos^ Yves limantonr cloi^ his work by handing 
o?er 72,000,000 pesos in hard cdn to Sefior Don 
Ernesto Madero^ his successor as Finance Minister. 

Thin clever and agreeable gentleman at that 
moment occupied the neat but also caudv position of 
imcle to the *'Kedeemer,'' this position being sensibly 
Mghtened as the lily is gilded, by his becoming 8ec- 



i 
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Ftom any ^(Ant of view his situation could only be 

described as gorgeons. These 72,000,000 pesos in 
sounding coin were d('iK)si(ed in the National Treas- 
ury, in the Banco iJacional, and in vaiious banks in 
iJew YorlL, London, Paris, Frankfort, and could be 
seen by anybody at any time. This is how Porfirio 
Bias and Jos6 Yves limantonr <Wved the Mex- 
icans." It will stand as a model of service for all 
time and its jmpularitj will doubtless outlast that of 
some later modela 
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Praldent Diai lair the ^^Bedeemer^^ <m a single 
occarion. It mm after the publication of Madefo^a 

'^Presidential Succession," and an andience having 
been arranged, Madero went to the houBe in Uie Calle 
de Cadena and was nahered into the great man's 
preeence. The eonyerMitioii betvreen the Empire- 
bnilder and the Inatmment of its deetnictloii took 
tiie fallowing simple torn: 

Madcro: ^'It is not aj^ainst yon bnt ac^ahist your 
(Ejystem that I ara workiii^. For you perBonally I hav<» 
all respect^ but the country is ready for democracjTi 
and we must haye nnbiased elections^ freely and reg> 
nlarljheld. It isiime that yon relinqnish the power/* 

Dkui: ''Into whose hands do yon coonsel no to gi^e 

it, Senor?" 

Madero: "Into the haiidw of an honest man. I,** 
striking himself on the breast^ ''am an honest man 
(im hambre hanrado)." 

One can imagine the look with which that incom- ' 
parable appraiser of men's abilities the little 

mau befoi^e him. 

Dmz: ^'Beuor, a man must be more than honest to 
govern Mexico." 

Af which Madero took his leave^ and the world ' 
is Tilting the minSk 
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— H« State te PrfaillMO^m* KoOitt'b Ori^ Wte H« 
Toms to the Law — Bugle-call t» Arm Hit llwtiil Jtonf — Tfci 



The tentatiyey doubtless uncoiMtfiotudy eiperimental 
forms in whidt Bon PcRrftrio's earliest years nm, am 
both intefesdng and enlightening. At fonrteen he 

began his studies for the priesthood in the seminary 
of Onxacfl. This step was deteniiined by the pious 
wishes of hm adored mother, who desired above all 
things the saeerdotal life for UUs^ her best-lored sod« 
EBs acqniescence even for a time revealed something 
IdealiBtie and seUVabnegatory in his yonng being, 
and some inherent concern for thinpcs invisible in one 
afterwards so eminently practical in govci iiment. 

Two years later he was brought to the attention of 
Don Marcos Pereas^ an ardent liberal and professor 
in Hie School of LaW| which formed part of the Insti- 
tute of Arts and Bciences of the dty of Oaxaca. He 
soon perceived the exceptional qualities of the young 
Porlirio, who was even then studious, brave and wise 
beyond his years, and set about to persuade him to 
give np his studies in the Seminaiy and enter the 
Institnte as law student. 

Though the proposition of Don Marcos greatly 
attracted him, the thought of his mother's grief and 
disappointment made him long hesitate. 

er 
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Don Marcos finally inyited him to aaaiat at the 

aiiniial distribntion of prizes, when he presented him 
to the important personages taking part in the 
exercises. It v^m on ibis occasion that he waa pre- 
sented to Benito Jnaresythen Qovernor of Oazaea. The 
relationflhip so begun waa to be a determining factor 
in the career of both men. Dias relates how on that 
Tery day he l)ecame eonseions of an irresistible attrac- 
tion for tlie lile oi which he had so unexpectedly 
canght a glimpse. 

What he was to call in later years <<the greatest 
conflict of his life^'^ then took place. The next morn- 
ing, pale with decicdon, after a night spent in fol- 
lowing the windings of the rirer Atoyac, he infui med 
his mother of his desire to leave the Seminary and 
begin the study of law. 

«My motiier gaye me a look of infinite sadness. 
When I saw her tears and how bitter was her dis- 
appointmenty T was dismayed. T told her tiiat though 
every desire of niy being drew me to the Institnte, 
and that it w^as nothing that conld disgrace her or 
make her lastingly unhappy^ still if her heart were 
set upon it^ I would become a priest. But she loyed 
me greatly and was possessed of much judgm^t. 
After awhile her tears ceased, she embraced me in 
gilenf^e, and left the house to go to chiircli. Later that 
liamc day she called lue to her, and pressing me to 
her heart, told me that she realized that I nuist follow 
out the career for which I felt myself best fitted." 

It was thus that he passed to the study of law in 
the Institute of Oaxaea, impelled, doubtless, by some 
inlierent love of justice, and interest in the manner 
of its application. This lile^ also, he was not long 
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to pursue. He was the heaven-bom general, and 
ineiitablx bis genius led Mm in the paths of miiitaiy 
eYentsL Wbm he was bat seifenteen the trampets of 
the War of 1847 soaaded Hii^agli the land, stirring 

his youn^^ unci ardent soul. But again following the 
advice of Don Marcos, he resiHted the call to battle 
and continued his law studies^ becoming clerk in the 
office of Ferei^ who wa% how0?er, shortly afterwards 
cast into prison In the conTent of 8anto DomingOy 
charged with plotting against the Ooremment^ 

Later the War" of Keform and the French Invasion 
were to reveal lN>rliria Diaz to himself and to Mexico. 
By 1857 he had risen to the i)osition of Jefe Politico 
of the Ittstiict of IzUan« Bat cItU war, the ardors 
of which had been dampened for awhile by the 
straggle with the United States^ had broken oat again 
and with renewed fury. He tlien gave up this 
])Osition, corresponding so little to Ms real powers, 
and became captain of a company in the forces com- 

^Cfartain letters were found. miUtm in cipher, implicating Don 

"Warcos in the revolution. The yonng^ Porfirio, realizing the im- 
porfcance of acquainting him with the charges against him and the 
^Mtinioii^ of HbB other m eo iupll BBi, iwqIvm, sft vn^ lUk of Us Ute, 

to repay tho affection tliat Perez had hestowed npon him, by pene- 
trating to the convent gurden and climbing to the 'w in'fn\\ « of tho tower 
in Tvhich he was confinod. Ho induced his brother iVli/. to juio him 
in the adventore. They provided thunmlveB with a long rope, choM 
a dark night, and fhi^t r <ded in sealing a 13-foot vcnU without being 
noticed bj the sentinels, croMod the gardqiy climbed to the roof of 
ttie MBmt baknj lad tbnee to ft Ugber xoof with the aid of their 
rope, and bo on until they reached the top of the tower itself. While 
one of tho brothers held the rope fast, the other let himself down to 
tiUe level of the window of Perez 's ceU, 70 feet ftbovo the eourtjaid. 
After overeoming mil these obstacles, the window was fomd to be 
closed and no communication tvith Perez was pn^Kible. But the young 
men had at least succeeded in reaching the window and knew where 
the guards were stationed. They made three more huzar<lous attempts 
during aie nights following and finally succeeded in talking with 
Perez. As a re«nilt of the information he thnn nhtnTrrd, Perez "wng 
able to defend himself so effectually against his aceuaers, that he was 
acqdtled of tlio ehtiSM of conspiracy and Uf Ufo mm wnd* 
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mandeil by the liberal chief Lieutenant-Colonel 
Manuel Velasco, who was conducting operaUons in 
the State af Oazaca against the leyoLiitioiiavy chief 
Joi6 Maria Salado. On the 13th of Angost of this 
Bame jear, Porfirio Bias received Ma haptiam of 
bloody for on that day. at Ixcapa, near the Pacific 
Coast, the two armieB met. 

Early in th*v r(>nibat Dias was wounded by a ball 
In his side* He fell to the ground. To the wonder ot 
hia comrades^ howteseen shortly afterwards, his face 
ahining with a strange whiteness, his nniform wet 
with blood, fighting in the foremost ranks. Sustained 
by a new and magical ardor, he was able to continue 
the struggle till yictoiy was achieved. When he was 
carried nnconsdona from the field, the chieftain 
Balado lay dead with many of his men. 

The poorly equipped government forces having no 
doctor among them, Diaz was taken care ot by a 
devoted Indian in the ranks, who accompanied him 
on a long and torturing muleback joomey across the 
mountains, from Ixcapa to Oazaca. 

This was the first of the series <tf military ^ctoriea 
which were to fling a lasting glory about his person 
and his countiy. 

These three stages, which I have so fleetingly indi- 
cated, were to leave each its mark npon his mature 
being. The spiritual longings of his adoleseenee 
were to reveal themselves later in a supreme love of 
country^ in a clear realization of her needs and his 
responsibilities. His inclinatiou fur the law showed 
itself in the beautiful and fecund order he brought 
out of disorder, for he doubtless dispensed as much 
justice and prosperity to as great a number as tlie 
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ntrro\v 11 mi (3 of mortal life permit to any one man. 
His taking up of arms was followed by two splendid 
decade* of martial triumphal the giorj of La GarlHh 
nera, of liiahiiatl&iiy of DO0 de Abiily of Poebla, of 
San Loreiizo^ of Oazaea, of the taldng of Mexico 

. City, were to han^ forever visibly alH)ut him. 

j III the brittle of Minhuatl^n, he commanded tho 
forces against Oronoz and Teetard. TMa latter was 
a natural aon of General Forej; jonng and of great 
phjaical beanty, he waa left dead npontliefidd. Blai 
who happened to be fMualng where his body lay, had 

* it buried with full military honors. The dug belona^- 
ing to Testard refused to leave the spot, lying with 
his nose close against bis master's grave. BuLse- 
^nently IHas sent the faithful animal together with 
all tbe little peraonal belongingi found on the dead 

^ chief, offieially to France to hla famUy, saving an he 
commanded it to be done: 

'^hose soldiers wiio fall in foreign lands die a 
double death. . . 

Theoe were the years that made him strong, daring 
inventive, reaolnte, nndiflconrageable, and wise in the 
things of hnmanity. From being one of tiie gre ate s t 
mililaiy men of liiH duv, be became one of the greatest 
statesmen and Kinjiire liidlders of all time. Now that 
the illustrious epoch is finished, sealed and safe in 
history, we begin to see its hannoqy and natoralnen. 
Its bric^test i^oiyy its chief and most abiding nae 
is that it showed to the worid, and above all to the 
Mexicans themselves, their possibilities as a nation 
under a foiTu of crovernnn nt suited to their idiosyn- 
crasies. What has been can be again. Were Porfirio 
Bias to liye once more^ once more to lead his people 
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ont of fhdr Egypt, his geoiiw would show Mni new 

ways, new methods, suited to these our new times. 

And in the li^ht of this man's wisdom and the 
splendor of his achievements, which corresponded so 
perfectly to the period of his country's eyolution, how 
dark and crael and diaserviceable are the d^eda of 

• 

Mexico's of to-day, and bow nnister and destmc-' 

tive the meddling of the United States in her destiny. 

That he waa to watch, in exile, the fall of each 
pillar of the temple he had built, that liia spirit 
wrapped in calumny and ingratitude must haunt a 
coontiy in ndne^ is to the eyerlaaling shame at the 
men who made the ndn& 

'^o he a snn and not irradiate the most beantifiil 
rays, winch are those before setting; to be a torrent 
and be constrained to finish in the waters of a stag- 
nant basin; to be an eagle that with broken wing 
contemplates the hesTens; to see a tragedy hanging 
over his conntrji such as he had averted in hisyonUi, 
and not able to remedy a single evil; that was his 
end. . . 

Don Poi'fino was a consummate reader of men's 
heartf^, and above all of the ends of tiieir desires. The 
cold look of the oppressor^ the ^eam in the eye of 
the oiBce-seekery the uncandid and mniky glance of 
the envious, the hesitating gesture of the man afraid, 
were to him an pages in a primer. Men of afl nirs who 
were received by him tell of the extraordinary sui'e- 
ness and quickness of his decisions. If he felt a man 
to be honest and liis requests legitimate and nsefnl^ 
he immediately regulated the boriness on which 
tiie applicant had come. He would go into the next 
i^m^ dictate a telegram or give an order, without 
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any hcsitalion, rarely putting the matter off for fu- 
ture judgmeiit. 

If Tip liad no confidence, he was still polite, but 
wenj briaf ; the affair would not mrrire the interyiew, 
and was aa witiumt hope of iflrae as a man in tlie 
prison of San Juan TJlua. 

He was, too, of complete practicality in his 
decisions, academic disenssions having little or no 
interest for him. He became more and more con- 
Tinced aa time went on of the Talue of foreign brains 
and capital in Mezieo^ desiring ooily to present a 
monopoly by any one Government. One of the oil 
pioneers told me of his initial conversation with Pres- 
ident Diaz, who quite frankly said he Lad sevei-al 
leasons for wishing him and his comrades success. 
Flrst^ he eonMdeied that men who left their own 
countiy, accepting the risks and haaards d labor in 
a foreign land, were entitled to help in the further- 
ance of tlu'ir bc'hemey, wliich were nearly al\^a^^^s of 
mutual benetit. Second, that he realized the inesti- 
mable, educative value of foreign methods of work| 
and that by such illustration much could be accom- 
plished that he himself was unable to do for his 
people. 

It is thus that the wisest Mexican looked on Uie 
processes which his successors have so strangely con- 
demned; though from them Mexico draws to-day the 
rerj breath of her national and iinancial life. With* 
cmt cSif discovered 1^ strangers witMn her gates, she 
w ould, at this moment, be the least among the nations 
of the earth. 

Diaz was of an extreme sensibility in spite of his 
iron deeds. In a recent testimony Mr. Edward L. 
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Doheny, who bat donbUeai had more to do fhaii way 

other nKin w ith the present riches of Mexico, even 
from the Mexican Htandpoint, tells of Diaz' visii>le 
emotion when he said that he never contemplated 
withont deep sorrow his failure to bring good con- 
ditiomi to oil the working-people of Mexico. 

The recital of any generona act would often bring 
tears to his eyes, and he sometimes said : "How is it 
that I, an old soldier, am so moved by Btich things?" 

I myself saw bis eyes wet, thoagb thcu lie was 
mourning oyer the mine of Mexico^ aa propheta of <dd 
wept oyer those of Jerusalem. 

If to maintain order in his conntrj, whoae com- 
ponent parts showed a continuouy aud intrinsic 
tendency to dist^^'lutiuu and chaos in the pursuit of 
"liberty/^ Diaz had to strike hard, be did it, and 
'twaa doubtleflB without hesitation that he aent hia 
famous telegram to (General Mier, ^Strike while the 
iron is hot,'^ which was the decree fbr the riiootin^ of 
the principle Jefes of the revolutionary Junta in the 
V(n i Ycvii Cruz on June 25, 1879. Later the bloody 
suppression of the Orizaba textile riots, was another 
example of his remorseless determination to presOTO 
order.. 

Late in life, at the critical moment) howerav ha 

was to have an invincible repugnance to the shedding 
of blood. The life of one man, or of a few men. was 
above the life of the country. This was no longer 
statecraft but his manner of showing old age. In the 
follness of his powers if » for the good of the country^ 
the dmth iji a hundred distuTl)eni of the peace waa re- 
quired, he had never flinched in decreeinq: it. 
As a military chief he bad possessed in their full 
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neWy the four dceroniaa qnaliflcatioiui for general- 
ship: conrage^ technical skill, authority and lack. 

Later he translated these into his conduct of clvQ 
aliairs; for he was bold in his plans, attentive to iho 
details of their carrying out, BagaeiouB a:^ to metiiods, 
prcHnpt, reiy prompt in his decisions^ and, being 
heayen-boni, he was lucky. His accomplishmenti^^ 
dnring the long years of what may now be called the 
Porfirflan peace, ^an edncational peace^' he himself 
called it, sve with every year more vifdble, though 
the knowledgfe of his achievements is only rt'ally 
complete when one looks at an electioneering sheet 
of the period^ where nothing^ of course^ is omitted. 

^Poco pMtioa, muoha admini$traoi&i^' was the 
keynote of his nda He knew better than any one the 
blind, passionate personalism that distinguishes poli- 
tics in Latin-America, the disintei^atinjj tendem it s 
it farthers, the hatreds it fosters in its breast, and the 
destmction that is its natnral consequence. Also that 
alone by peremptory dedMons conld he deal with it, 

'Mexico, ''the treasure bouse of the worldi" could Ojpcn her doors 
again in safety, enjoying her own riches a hnndred-n>td, and eon- 
tiibrstiim ta thd wealth of other nations Vast facilitiet for transport 
were inaufrtiratod during Don Porfirio's ilirtatorship, over 20,000 
kiloDteters of railways were eonstructed, running the length of tba 
ecw m Uy, and €be ports of Yom Cms, of Ooatsaeoakoa, Salina Cms 
ar.d Man/anillo were entirely remodelt'd. Mexico City owes bot'i T r r 
beauty and health to President Diaz, and the yalley her health, if nofe 
her beauty. The admirable work of draining the valley, dreamed of 
and planned un<!er the Viceroys^ was SasJly carried out by him. 
The citv, rrhiih during canturiet was recurrently flooded at tlio rainy 
seaaon, waa also most unhealtby during the lobg dry months. IIo had 
stweni eoostraeted, the streets psTSd and Kept clean, and pars 
drinking water was brought from the springs of Xochimilco. Hos- 
pitals, asylums, »« liools, an i now governmental buildings worp gpn- 
erousiy constructed, and throughout tiio length and breadth of the 
land, like reminders of his di^torship still exist) resembling little 
the defaced buildings, the emptr ?<hoolB and asylums, the looted 
churches, the destroyed railways, broken bridge^ flooded minw and 
ntilled tends of Ids soeesMon. 
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especially iu iU most characteristic form of envy, that 
brsefting sin of Latin-America, and worthy pendant 
of the Anglo-Saxon Tice of hypocr^y. To enTj is doe 
much of the extreme penonalinn of Latin-Amerlcaa 
politics, and a trait eo salient and so determining of 
action, merits hoiiu^ study. Mexico has been called 
^un pais do cahczns/' a nation of lieads, each 
individual man being conyinced (unto death, if need 
be) that his way is the only way. Few politicai Mez- 
leans like each other, even when they are of the same 
party; and they always hate each other when the^ 
dill'er. Yet politics necessitate political parties and, 
even were it not so, there would be little joy in being 
segregated with one's own opinioni and nobody to 
fight It is a cercle vioiem, and generally no way 
ont save sadden death or exSXe, which oftener comes 
to Mexican politidans than to those of other 
countries. 

Knowintr to the very marrow of its beirj^^, as only 
the man of genios can know things^ that imdisci* 
plined, heterogeneonSy passionate mass of hnman be- 
ings, the Mexican people in his wisdom Don Porflrio 
had never experimented with the cnielties of a senti- 
mental and uuripe democracy. He did not even j^er- 
mit his people to destroy themselves in their own 
way, so familiar since to the student of ^^the Mexican 
sltiiation,^' He knew how slow is the growth ci a 
representatiye form of government^ and how yet nnflt 
they were to assume it He chose the snrer, prom])teF 
metiioils of paternalism, bestowing the blessings of 
peace on as many as wei e ready for it, and imposing 
it on those who were not. He continued, too, in spite 
of inevitable disillusions, to realise the Talne of the 
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example of foi^eign methods of labor, seeming to be 
brought as by the ravens to Mexico at that time, 
bnt which now, alas for lieri are ahot at aa unpleaaantr 
baUted Tnltima; 

One who leada hiatoiy eren cunorily will discover 
that nations — the United States is an example — in 
pursnit of their national development, coiiiiuuuiisly 
y/elcome foreign money and foreign brains. In Mex- 
' ico alone^ through the usual distortion of facts so die* 
concerting fliere^ ttdsisanathemai foreign brains and 
foreign mon^ laving become i^bols of turpitude on 
one hand and of victimization on the other. 

T)ie beantv, order', nnd uatiiralTiesH of the Porfirian 
scheme needed, for full fruition, time — which respects 
nothing tiiat is done without it If like Koah Bias 
could have liTed, in full exercise of his powers^ for 
750 years, he might have made desire for peace in- 
digenous even in the hearts of that one-half of one 
per cent, of liia pt^ople, who when they find themselves 
in power seem congenitally to abhor it. 

He was wise enough to respect the letter anc* the 
form of the democratic government that drcum- 
■tance rather than intrinsic fitness have so strangely 
imposed on the Mexicans, but his genius colored and 
shaped it. As he breathed hia ypirit into it, it became 
flcnnething living and elastic, fitting needs and events. 
It is impossible to govern, or even vote intelligently 
without a knowledge of facts, and in Meadco few or 
none of these seem to exist A Mexican, as well as a 
foreigner, must be heaven-bom, a half-god, to discern 
any. To Don Porfirio's ^'enius for facts is dne the only 
period of prosperity that ^'Independent Mexico^^ has 
known. The perception of these he was not^ un- 
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fortunately, able to tnuunnit to poateiity. His' 

peace has been condemned as mechanical i ather than 
organic, but I think in this year of disgrace, 1920, we 
are perhaps no longer so ''nice" about adjectiYea 
applied to the l^eed of the World. 

Now the antica of the tragt-comie ^^democracy,'' 
about as normal to conditions as an iceberg in 
the harbor of Vera Cruz, the ai rival in Mexico 
of some 10,000 aaarchists, mostly Iberian, the 
unbridled greed and cmeltj of that one-half of <me 
per cent <^ the population in the name of Con- 
■titncidn,^' haye destroyed his peace and his work. 
Even the illnstrative, rather weather inool meth- 
ods of the foreign investor are intermittentljr 
continued in atonn and atreaa So mnch for the ways 
of the '^ew men.'' Everybody ia miserable. Eren 
they themselves are eiEposed to the most horrid vids- 
fiiluiies, for oue by one they are done to death in the 
back or stood before firing-squads. 

Since the world has been thrown into disorder even 
the blindest amongst ns sees that order, not liberty, 
is the first necessity of society, and that the most 
beautiful attributes of liberty are the restraints that 
wise men put upon it. This Diaz realized at all times 
and in all places. To refuse recognition of the great- 
ness of his adndnistration because ffvefy Mexican was 
not happy, is as if we should reproach the Presidents 
of the United Siates with the fat ( that all dwellinff 
ini lrr the Stars and Btripes are not in the possession 
of felicity. We do not dream of placing to their per- 
sonal debit the fact that we permit child-labor, har- 
bor sweat-shops, endure slums in our midst, im- 
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. I piim hmh beeaiise of fhcir beliefs, or condmet our* 

r i sdyes In many ways according to the fanltiiiess of 

J, I mortality rather than the precepts of v»<*i*fectioii. 

jetir I am not sure that the deportations of the 

Yaqiii% or the horront of the Valle Naci<Mial| once 
rrdeecfibed In mch higb colon bj Mr. Tmner, are 
n: more lieart-breaMng than the mleeiy of rooms not 
ei, lar fiuni niaiimons in oui* great cities, where only a 

chalk line separates one family from another at be- 
fdgetting^ birth and death. Why ihoold we be so 

prondT Mj own bead ia bowed neariy all the time, 
ori and the only reason I dare somethnes raise it, is that 
jet^ but lately, East, West, North and South, many men 
jjr' of many races have died gladly for an idea, loving 
^^somethiJig unseen more than Tisible life and joy. 
T«; Bren a casual snrvi^ of the Pi»firian regime 
,i* will reveal the great and simple reasons for 

its unparalleled prosperity. None of the practical 

means to Buccess were neglected. Conditions, not 
4 theones^ were stadiVd, and behind all its brilliance 
(t was a sopreme lore of conntc/i an nnde?iating direct* 

ness in ber serrioe. 
«; ^And the land rested for thirty yearSL'^ 
^ Fate pntft a literal price on the head of him who 
,1 achieyai great tiiijigs. The evolution of a man's qiiaU< 
^ ties, b^ond a certain pointy always awakens the 
, jeBlaoMj of Natore on the watch to say '^Halt,'' to one 

,. who oversteps the human limits, be it through pride, 
J by which the angels fell, or even through the instinc- 
X tiTO exercise of the gifts she herself gave him in a 
, generoiui moment Mexico's greatest mm^ ine?itablj» 
tnsKorablj, foredoomedly^ was to be cast^from ber. 
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^^ar, yes^' (with a band held out for tbe ptiee), 

**but no further." 

And he \\ lio would not pay for glorj must die earlj 
— and evm tken 1 
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CHAPTEB VI 

The Call from Exile to the Greater Fatherland — His Veainbte 
Ashes Await in the Church of QtM Honorft d'S^lm th« Hoor 
of Tkeir Betora to Mexioo. 

Tt was in Paris, at six o'clock on the afternooa 
of the 2nd of July, 1915, that Porfirio Dias pa«ed 
fran exile to the greater Fatherland Bo gentle waa 
hia laat el^ that the eompanion of hia aplendid yeara 

and of his banishment, who held him in her arms, 
could not believe she wub alone. 

There was no agony; for months he had been fail- 
ing, yiidblji sorely, as a being fails that finds no 
jionriahinent for ita life. He had no definite illnees^ 
hia splendid organism waa mdmpaired ; noatalgia waa 
consuming him. The fifth year of his exile had begun. 
It was too lonjEf. 

For days before he died he could not speak because 
of weaknesfly and he took scarcely any nonrishment. 
But hia egree, brilliant to the laat, wonld rest on hia 
wife with the tender demotion he had alwaya diown 
her during their long, unseparated life of heart and 
body. He ncvor sjioke to her of tJic death he ]^ne,w 
"was approaching. To t)ie last hia supreme solicitude 
permitted no mention of the ^ef awaiting her, that 
Ilia own lore enabled him to folly meaaore; 

He never complained of hia ezfle, neither did he 
show the slightest impatience at its finality, though 
he sometimes sighed for ^'algo de OamcaJ' something 

81 
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of Otxaea. Wha ihall ity what ^fmboli bird, plant 
or flower lay ia Ma dedre? *^E9 im aol pintitdo/^ it la 

only a painted sun, he would often say of Ike 1 rtiirli 
snn, and the landwappB and hoii/ans in grisaille, so 
beautiful to us of the north, lacked to him an essential 
warmth and color. Enfolded by Oaxaca'a thick, diy 
heaty by Ita laatroiiB air, he woidd have lived another 
decade. He waa of the stuff of centenarians. 

Several weeks before he died, when it w^as clear to 
all save his wife, that he was fading out of existence, 
a priest of Mexico, Carmelo Bby, at that time in 
Bome^ who had been a fdend of Carmelita and of 
her mother before her, came to Paria to bring Uie 
conaolatlon of common memories and of a common 
hope. Then Porfirio Diaz washed his soul iu the 
Sacrament of Penance and partook of the Holy Oom- 
munion. 

• • • • 

In this he bat did as^the greatest of the Ancients^ 
who also prepared himself for the last jonrney by 

prayers to tlie gods, for, when at sunset lie took the 
hemlook bowl from the hand of him who brought It, 
he asked: — "Is it not permitted to make a libation 
with a Uttle ol this dran^tr' And when it was 
answered him that only what was necessary for his 
death had been brewed, he said^-^Bo be it Bat at 
least it is just and tiltintr to address, at my last 
moment, prayers to the Gods that they bless my Joniv 
ney and render it propitioua. This, then, is what I 
tak of them. May they grant my prayers." And he 
put the enp to his Upa. And even as Phmdo said to 
Beheerates; when he had flnished the predons redtal 
of the last digr of Socralea: — '*IIe was the wisest and 



Digitized by Cuv <^i 



1 



POBFXBIO DIAZ 88 

most jufit of men/- so that prieut^ in tears, sai<l, as he 
left the rcKJDi wherein the soul of Porlirio Diaz was 
no Boon to be separated from iUi body ; — ^^E$ un jmta/* 

ffis heart had held no rancor, nor any deidre for 
Yengeance; it iraa not erai necowniy for him to ^or- 
giTO his enemiea.'^ Both jnatice and mercy were 
known to him. In the strict impersonality of his 
soul, he had hated no man for any r< :isou that con- 
» cerned himself ^ which is the supreme virtue of a 
ruler. He nerer said : "I will do thus and 00, because 
I like this man, or becanae I diilika that one." His 
Mn^e thought had been "Will he or will he not be 
useful to the countr}^ in this or that circumstance?" 

During his exile men gaining accr^w to iiim would 
' try to speak to him of those who had betrayed him^ 
and tdl him how it had been done^ bnt he woold atop 
them aaylng: 

''What can it matter to me perwrnally by whom and 
how It was done? The country la lost. That alone 
matters.** 

^ Even his wife was never to hear from his Upa a 
word of reproach conceming any man. 

In the daya of power he had been above the hatreds 
of enemies, abo?e those, more terrible still, of friends. 

In the days of exile, his soul, which had preserved 
its full serenity, rontimird to be inaccessililc to them. 

In the victories of peace, though stern, he was 
always restrained, pursuing no evil-doer with his per- 
sonal wrath. In the victories of war, once the end 
assared, he was magnanimons, and an example to 
victors for all time, as when he said, concerning the 
French and Austrian prisoners of the War of Inter- 
vention: 
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"They have but obeyed oi*ders, as I would luive 
obeyed the orders of my Chief. Let them keep their 
"swordB," 

HiB country's star aiOM with bis ; when hie had set, 
it too disappeaiedi and there was darkness. • . • 
As he lay in final quiet on that last and narrowest 

oi all beds, hi.s «uii Wuu^ over him the green and white 
and red flag of the ' Ties Qarantfas" that he had so 
often carried to victory, both in war and iu ]»eace. 
Then without that blare of trumpet or beat of dmnii 
which| had he passed down the great Ayenne of the 
City he so loTed^ would ha^e called the sons and 
danghters of ISfexieo to gather vith fokkd hands and 
bowed headb, he was taken to tlio ehnreh of Rt. 
Ilonor^ d'Eylau. In its crypt his ashes await the 
hour when the passions of the people whom he loired^ 
as a |{ifted and wayward child is loved hj his father, 
shall have abated* 

For a lustriini now his wife has gone every 
morning to pray by his bier, and sometimes T have 
thought it is this continued iiLtercours(^ with one who 
is no more which gives her a look of other-worldli* 
ness; s(»nething clarified and almost Tirginal hangis 
at times about her, who for more than thirty years 
was an adored wife. Rhe mourns him as she loved 
him, after tho Spanish way of love and mourning, 
intense, intransitive and perfectly exclusive in its 
fidelity. 

The ship that one day will cany his Teumble dust 
to Mexican shores will return to them the greatest 

riches any country can receive, the treasure of good 
tradition, the iTniinder of a glory that having Ixm n, 
can be again; for however blindly the nations try to 
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f ovetwear and dtoown ihe Imitege of tibeir past, as 

foolish sons squander the goods of their fathers, it 
remains their greatest weal, their most abiding 
strength. 

And the place where Porfiiio Dias liea at laat will 
be to Meilco^a eona and dang^tera • lioly place of 
pUgrimage. 



* 
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^1 Prefiidente Blanco^' 

CHAPTER VII 

Uf IM Sight of rnaOam htm di k Biii»— Aa ApprmiiHia Wit 
Brtof Ym to MoiM atptcnbar^ 1910— His Andteie with 
PMridni Tkft, Maidi 2t, Mil— BeHnB to lI«iko— Ifbistor 
fm Vontga Aflinn— Prendent Ihtt lUlt HI— Th* Ofaidad 

The magnetic use Chance makes of men's qnalities 
is what impreises me as I consider tiiis chapter in a 
life^ this episode in a nation's destiny : the ad-interim 

Presidency of Francisco Leon de la Barra, 

I saw him for the first time from a disUmce, but 
at the climax of his career, on the afternoon of May 
25, 1911, as he drove back from the Chamber of 
Deputies after taking Ids oath of Snpreme Offtce 

I was standing on the balcony of our house in the 
Calle Humboldt, whence I could see his carriage 
cross the lu oad Plaza de la Keforma and pass the 
brouze equestrian statne of Charles IV. He was 
Bitting very straight^ and looking very pale and com* 
pletdy Aiyaa amcmgst the higiilyn^olored popnlace 
tliat acclaimed him. Across his breast was the red 
and white and green sash of his exalted ofiQce. He 
rode in the shining equipage, with itR princely liver^ 
ieSi that bat the day before had belonged to the Iron 

as 



M INTIMATE PAGES OF HEXIOAH HISTOBT 



Freddent He was accraipaiiied by the g^tter^ 
ing^ gaUoptng Mtrider% thdr white plnmee floating 
from their ■hining hdmeta, who had been wont to 

accompany him, who at tliat moment was lying ill, 
broken, rejectedj in the abyss that separated him from 
the Taat accompUflhmeatB of hia life aad the final 
pmiae of histoiy. 

The carriage disappeared down the broad Paaeo to 
ahonta of ^'Viya de la Barra,'' followed cries of 
"Viva Madero!", "Viva el ApostoL'* 

T thought of Mr. de la I'arra then as public opinioii 
voiced him, a suave, cultured, useful mau of mora 
than ordinary tact^ belonging to no political partgr^ 
who for the greater portion of his life had lived out 
of his conntry, who had no enemabering afflliationSy 
who, in a word, would *'do" and do well. 

When he had iimshed his "Interinaio" bearing the 
name of "El Presideute Blauco," relinquishing it, 
with nothing wanner nor redder than a handshake to ' 
the then undiagnosed TisiiNiafy called the ''Man of 
Destiny," I began to siospect him of other qnalities 
than those so apparent. Now long acquaintance* has 
proved him appreciative of all snpeiior things, con- 
sistent in act, finishing what he begins, astute in 
judgment, faithful in personal relati<m% and as kind 
as hnmanity in its governmental aspects permits a 
man of political career to be. In his family relationa 
he is a model of affectionate courtesy and solicitude, 
and "manana" is not in his vocabulary. He is a man 

'DnrinfiT the bifirhly educativ« j«ait of the Great Wer I mr 
ttoeh of Mr. de la Barro, who bae lived in Paris, since his deptftnro 
from Mexico. It is this clowr Rcqtmintnnr*c with him that has mad© 
me appreeiAtiTe of furtiier oitaiities underlying those apparent on^ 
Siii dMagoUMd Um whes I knew him in Mezieo. 
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in fact wlio&e qualities uf judgment aud penseverancc 
permit his conquest of circumslancesy and in turu the 
:i: use of him bj events. The knowledge of all theee 
l' tbiiigegiTeBmeaniiidghtiBtoapeiwiiaUtjtl^ 

Mits few ol the flo-called Meiicaii characteiistlce. 
d& This was the man. Ambassador to Washin^on at 
the height of his country's pieij t i aje, who made a short 
Fiait to Mexico during the Centenary Oelebratious. 
J' He found himself on the 6th of S<*ptember, 1910, 
lnncluiig with the PiealdeQt, then in fall apotheods^ 
i« at tiie Caade of Ohapnltepec After Innclieony at 
e?^ wbleh were present, beddes the lovely wife of Don 
!t Poilirio, Don Pablo KiiK^andoTi -dud Dun liaiiiou Alca- 
:; zar, the party went out on the eastle terraee. One 
1 can picture the President and his successor, linked by 
deatinjy divene in mind, in body, in each and every 
fj attribute. The bearing of the Iron President was 
> imposing and martial even in peaee; and, when the 
J knell of his eightieth year was about to sound, his 
pier( injr and b(';nitiful eye tunied ronlinually towards 
the matchless valley, glittering in one of those dia- 
* mond-like Beptember noonl^ pecnliar to the Platean* 
The dtj he had beavtilled laj at his feet, the vel* 
canoes and the monntains alone were nnehanged by 
Ills will, for even llu' vallev he had diained and nuKli- 
tied for CTT'eater use. All was inhuliittd hy a people 
that his strength and wisdom had exalt&X among Uie 
nations of the earth, whose envoys, gathered from the 
I four winds^ were assembled to celebrate the g^ory of 
I Mexico. 

Mr. de la Barra, at that time forty three years of 
age, in full career, alert, fresh-eoujplexioned, hair 
and mustache whitening early, immaculately dressed 
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in monniiiig garb for his first wife, was the diplomat 
of stoiy in appearance and in manner. 

He had been for a year and a half Ambassador to 
Washiiiirtoii, fi oiu wJiieh perspective tlie clondg gath- 
ering in the Mexican horizon wei'e, to the weatlier- 
wise, somewhat disqoietingy thongli the force of the 
'^redemptoiy hnrricane tiien gathering no one sus- 
pected. It had been thirty-flve years since any one 
had tried to ^'redeem" or ^'liberate*' the Mexicans, or 
even '^serre^' them; but the reading of history is 
nnfortonately no more instmctlTe than the experi- 
ences of one's parents. . • • 

After a few days in the Capital, Mr. de la Bam 
returned to Washington. The situation developed 
rapidly in the ensuing months. Mr. Limantour, at that 
time in Europe, was recalled by President Diss. He 
look passage Tia Kew York, where he was awaited 
with the greatest impatience by the Madero group 
who huiH (1 to make an early and favorable compro- 
mise with the Porfirista government. 

It was then that the name of Mr. de la Barra was 
proposed as Minister for Foreign Affairs^ with the 
nnderstanding that on the resignation of President 
DiaZ) he would become Preaidenl ad iaicrim. 

Mr. Limantour, alarmed by the gathering force of 
the rerolntion and fearing American interventionf 
that determining ghost in Mexican politics since 
Maximilian, shortly continned his jonm^ back to 
Mexico. He was accompanied to tlie station by the 
lather of Madero and other members of the family 
then in New York. Hope was in the *'apostoiic'' air. 

On arriving in Mexico City he was recdyed iiih 
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mediately by General Diaz, going from the station to 
the Palace, 

In the €ODTerMiti0]i whieh ensued Mr. Idmantoiir, • 
fully Informed as to the Madera etrengdi, potential 

and actual; stated in substance the following to the 
Presidpnt: *'l"oiir contimied prest uce at the lK':i<l of 
the government can only give rise to further troubles 
and dieaateTB^ even to int^enUon fay the United 
States. My adriee to yon is to present your lealgna- 
tion." 

Deeply inipressod by the ^yords of h'm Minister of 
Fiiiauce, Don l:'oitino immediately decided to resign 
his high office. 

It was then that he made his historic answer>^ 

^ conld control the rerdntioii; hot I will not do 
it for it would necessitate the sheddini^ of blood, and, 
more important than all, it might perhaps endanger 
jfche independence of Mezica I had thought that my 
holding of tlie Supreme Power was with the consent 
and approbation of my countrymen. But if this is 
not so, they must have the master that they chuoae 
and 1 must i-esign.'' . . . 

Immediately afterwards, the Go?emment began to 
treat with the reroludonarios. • • • 

On the 23rd of March, 1911; Mr. de la Barra 
received three telegrams, one from General Diaz him- 
self, another from Mr. Creel, and one from Mr. 
Limantour, informing him that he was appointed 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

That same afternoon, having made up his mind 
that he niuBt accept, he telephoned to the White 
House. 
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Mr. de la Bai rn's decisions are always rapid and 
followed by tlie corresponding act, aiiotlier qnality 
which distingaishes him from the large majority of 
big ccmipatriotai whtme decimons and their coiumiiteiit 
acts aie apt to be quick only when it is a qnestloii of 
flight or exeentioii. 

An appointment was made at the Whit^ House for 
late that afternoon. (>u anivinp: lie was received by 
Mr. Charles D. Norton, who ushered him into the 
small private office of the President^ in the new wing 
giving diiectiiy on the lawn, atiU coyered with late 
snow. He found there both Prerident Taft and Sec- 
retary Knox, who received him most cordially. 

He stated the reasons for asking for an immediate 
andience. 

^'When are yon golngf was tiie President's first 
qnestion. ' 
'^To*morrow at noon,'' he answered. 

There was a slight pause which President T-^c 
broke to say wiuliienly: 

'^I think, Mr. Ambassador, that yon will at no 
distant date find jonrself President of Mexico/' 

Mr. de la Barra answered: '9nt no, I am not a 
politician. I have lived all my official life out of 
Mexico. They will want another type of man.'* 

Upon which '^\v. Ktio\ said with a smile: '*We 
need not spec ul ate upon it now, — ^time will show." 

Mr. Taft continued: — ^^^It will pertiaps be as well, 
however, to base onr discnssion npon that prob- 
aWMiy." 

Then was begnn a conversation lasting an hour 
and a half mainly coneerninj; the proMcrns of 
the relationft between the two countries, though both 
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the President and Mr; Knox were fully alive to the 
many interior diCTicullies as well, which awaited Mr. 
de la Bai iM aa head of the Mexican Cabinet. Ike 
growth oi the levolatioiiaiy par^ was already 
apparent 'by ahota acroaa the bOTder, aa well aa hj 
tboae loudly echoing throughout Mexico^ and the 
exiiaordinary eontagiou of the 'Madero idea" deter- 
mined all fiitiiation?!. 

President Taft, with the courtesy which he aiwaya 
brought to any diacnaaiony eiyroaacd his pleaaure and 
aatisfactlon at having aa a personal friend the man 
with whom the important and delicate matters pend- 
ing would be discussed, and told Mr. de la Parra that 
he could tole^raph him directly concerning any dif- 
ficulties that might arise, adding: — ^^^You may he sure 
that I will help yon in e?ery way compatible with 
jnatice^ and the intereata of the United Statea.'^ 

The rather ddlcate fact of the mobfliaation of the 
-^^merican troops on the Mexican border was touched 
on, l^ut T gather that, in regard to it, the three states- 
men followed carefully the French maxim: ^'GliaaeZy 
n'appnyez jamaia." 

The Braaident reminded Mr. de la Barra, hGwerer, 
that he had declined, without Mezicatt -conaent^ to 
order a troop of cavalry^ across the border to protect 
the breakwater that Americans were constructing 
at the mouth of the Kio Colorado, in an endeavor 
to save the Imperial Valley. The Ohamiial daim^ 
involTing a part of the dly <tf El Paao, waa diacimaftd, 
and they alao apoke at length concerning Magdaleaa 
Bay, whoHe harbor, on^ of the finest on the Pacific 
coast, will forever be an object of desire for several 
countnea. It would seem thst in direct proportion 
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to the beauty and iisdfiiliieaB of the natural confomia- 
tions of the earth, the enyj and greed of the natioiiB 
are aroaaed. 

The El Paso rencontre of the year before was men- 
tioned where, on bis return irom California, i^ienideul 
Taft met President Diaz. The interview had been 
unfortunately most formal. Mr. de la Barra himself 
was not present^ having been called to Paris the 
grave illness of his wife. The potentialities ct tihe 
meeting were great, but some necessary, unifying, 
quickening process had been absent, and it had 
reduced itself to a conventional exchange of good 
wishes between the two Presidents. Mr. Taft not 
speaking Spanishi nor Don Porfirio En^^Ush^ they had 
been further separated by the formalities ot an 
interpreter. 

Probably the most definite result was a photograph 
taken on the Mexican side of the International bridge. 
The photograph, which was sent broadcast through- 
out MexicOi bore the caption ^Two Great Presluents 
of the Two Great Republics of North America,*' Both 
Executives were in evening dress, flanked by an aide 
de eaiup in i)iutucolic garb. Don Porlino steod 
straight as a die, his face bearing its usual expies- 
sion of stem serenity, while Mr. Taft's wore its wonted 
kindly smile. To a people with an eye for externals^ 
the contrast was lEfymbolic, but misleading. . . • 

From time to titae during the White House inter- 
view, President Taft would empliasize his aiijireciation 
of the diilicuilies awaiting Mr. de la Barra on bis 
return to Mexico^ repeating: ^'I shall always stand 
for the maintenance of good relations with your coun- 
tiy,*' 
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Wliat one gathers to haTe been in the nature of 
agape terminated by President Taft presenting to Mr. 

de la iiarra a large photojxraph bearing the laosl 
appreciative of deilicai ions, and a«kiug one of his 
in return. This photograph was sabaequeiiUy stolen 
(probably tor the sake of the frame rather than the 
image) together idth nearly everything Mr. de la 
Barra possessed from his house in Mexico City, when 
the counti-y had been thoroughly baved by the 
"Messiah." 

As the three statesmen stood talking at the door <rf 
the ExecutiTO olDc^ President Taft said to him again 
with a sndle: 

^ark my words, yon will mm flind yonxadf tr^h 
ident of Mexico." 

The farewella were cordial, even affectionate, 
though lacking the ^'abrazo/^ of course, that would 
haye closed the scene in another latitoda . • • 

Arriving at tiie BuenaVistaBtation in Mexico OLtjf 
Mr. de la Barra was received by Mr. Lfasmntonr, Mr. 

Creel and the son of the i^resident, Don i*orlirito. 
Fi iiiii that moment until his final departure (flis^ht, 
or escape^ in 1913) Francisco Leon de la Barra 
playedleadingrftiesin the drama of Ills coontry* , • « 
On the fourth of April he called a Cabinet Meetingi 
when he gave an expos6 of tiie relations between 
Mexico and the ITnited States, telling of the very 
nnderstaiiding friendship and cordial ^^oodwill shown 
by both Pi^esident Taft and his Secretary of fcstate 
at the farewdUi interview. Passing then to interior 
and urgent matters, he admitted that thongh the 
goTemment of Don Porflrio pofi^essed the force, the 
revolution seemed to have public opinion on ita aide, 
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and be suggested that an endeaycnr be made to recon- 
cile the old facte with the new opinions. 

From KovLiaber, ItllO, in hard contrast to the 
dazzling j^lories of the Centenary celelirations, revo* 
lutionary sounds of no uncertain caliber had been 
heard from time to time in Puebla, echoing throni^- 
ont the North. The public in general^ however, 
g^ye them smaU attention. The Iron ProBident had 
always promptly nipped iu the bud any blossoms 
of disorder, and doubtless would continue to do so. i 
But the banner of the revolution was a '^trouTaille." 
The Mexicans excel in their manufactore above all 
nations of the earthy and a people wanting, th^ knew 
not why, a change, conld not resist the glitter of **8n- , 
fragio Efectivo y no Reelecciun'' embroidered on the 
still more attractive background of the distribution 
of lands. The United States as well, with the now 
demonstrated lack of contiinnitjr of democratic insti- 
tntions was for a change^ It was not taken into 
account if the change were for the better or the 
worse, just a change — any change — was wanted. 

Madero, the man whom the crowd was acclaiming 
as the Apostle of **free government'' (whatever that 
maj mean) over against government by a dictator 
had been in jail for some months in the Penitendaria 
of San Lnis Potbsf. In October, 1910 (his imprison- 
ment beint; preceded by many dramatic adventures, 
hiding HometimeH from the wrath of the governaieni, 
enjoying sometimes a personal homage from the 
crowd unknown even to the Iron President) , he had 
been released on ball of 8,000 pesoa ' 

Since then he had been almost exclnaivdy engaged 
in sowing dragon s teeth the lengiii and breadth of 
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Mexico, in the shape of prouuBts of everything to 
everybody, and which, even after they began to crop 
up, took on for a time in the laadacapo the miflleadinc 
a^iect of Manna. • • « 

Another and fataUy determining factor of tiie 
dtnatlon was that early in May President Diaz fell 
ill of blooti poiHOiiiiig, after the 1 1 :u tnre of the jaw- 
bone caused by the clumsy extraction of two infected 
molars. Some attributed his illness to a simple act 
of Qod, otiierB to the more compUcated machinationa 
of enemies However that may be, for daya he lay in 
dangrer of death. Shortly before his malady had fully 
developed, but when he Avas' already coTisuutpd hy 
fever, his brain deadened by frequent injections of 
mor|)hiTie necessary to allay the excruciating pain, 
Don Joe6 Y?ea Limantonr, alarmed at the terrible 
momentum of erenta^ connaded him to enter with* 
oat delay into some sort of negotiations with the 
leaders of the revolutiui];irv Tiiu\t^iiiciit. and at the 
same time to change his cabinet. This he did. Un- 
fortunately^ the masses took it as a sign of weakness^ 
not appreciating the profound patriotiBm ol the Preel- 
dent^s attitude, and an immense prestige was im> 
mediately flung about the motives and aims of the 
revolution. It was the first direct step of the maker 
of Modern Mexico towards death in exile. 

By the middle of May the revolationaiy kettle was 
at boiling point 

On the 2l8t of May, there met, in the extremely 
unpicturesque building of the Guatmna at Oindad 
Juarez, Francisco S. Cai vajal, representinfi: the Diaa 
government, Francisco T. Madcro, Jose Maria I'ino 
Suarea, and F. Yaequez Gomess, representing th». 
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revolution. Tlien was drawn up the covenant accord- 
ing to wiiich Don Portirio was to resign before the 
end of the month, ub well as the Yice-Piesidenty Don 
Bamon Corral, whose "press" had gone from bad to 
impossilila Even with the hand of death yieiblj laid 
upon him, no one wanted him. Francisco Leon de la 
Barra, actually Secretary for Foreig^n AfTaii s of the 
Diaz Government, was to be charged with Uie Pres- 
idency ad interim of the United States of Mexica 
HostiUtiea between the forces of the Government of 
General IHas and of the reyolndon were to cease, 
and general elections w ould be arranged for accord- 
ing to the rlaiiRps of the con stU a tion. 

Now pnx ti ally nothing had been heard of *^La 
Con8titnci6n" for some thirty year% bat as the coon- 
try had steadily progressed in paths of nnaccnstomed 
prosperity withont ity it would seem to the innocent 
bystander that it might just as well have been left 
in iis uiisiillipd obscurity. 

Like tlio happiest woman, it had no hisfoi-y. The 
date of its birth and a somewhat diificalt infant, 
wm all that was known of it Bat by some strange 
contradiction, the least amorms of apostles was to 
seek it out and woo it on the highways. Tlie book of 
its subsequent career is not for general and family 
use. 
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(SAPTEB Vm 

Ptarident Diaz Writes tiM ^'BenunciA'^o-mi Lift Bom is Mffdio 
OHj— The Parttng from JSUm 



Don Poriino wrote and signed the fatafol and fatal 
'^Beniincia'' ^ when he wa« inphytlcal Bgaajf the dark 

> The xeaigDatioii of Proiiitont Diu raadt m foUowa: 

'<lf«iieo, May 25, 1911. 

'*The Moxlran penplo — th© people who «o generoualy loaded mo with 
honors, who proclaimed me fui their chief in the intematiuaai war, 
■ad gupporte d me patrlotiealhr hi all the wmk vrndmUikm for 

strengthening tlio in lustry nnil crifumerce of the Republic, for found- 
ing its credit and for gaining the respect of friendly nations and 
occupying a decorous position amonjif them; — this People, gentlemen 
of the Chamber, has now risen in insurrection, and thonnads haw 
banded together and armed themsphc<^, declaring that my presence 
in the exercise of the supreme executive power is the cause of the 

"T know of nothing that T have done to wnrrrmt t!;is social up- 
heaval, but, granting that I may bo unconsciously culpable, though 
without admitting it, this very possibility forces mo to the eon- 
elusion tliat I «m of all people the wait qouUlad to reason and dteld* 
as to my own guilt. Therefore, respecting, as T have always re- 
neeted, the will of the People and in conformity with Article S2 
Ox F^edeval OoBtlitnlloii, I soma hefore Um SainwiM nepreisiite 
tive Bo«]y of tliG Nation to resign without rrsprvr ihn office of Con- 
stitutional President of the Republic, with which 1 was honored 
by popular vote. I do this with the greater reason because, in order 
to retain my high office it would be necessary to eOBttniia ^t^Mng 
Mexican blood, lowering the credit of the Nation, demolishing its 
wealthy exhausting its resources and exposing it to international 
eonflieta. 

"I hope, gentlemen of the Chamber, that wTipn iho passions that 
accompany all revolutions subside, a more oonscicntioue and care- 
ful study of the faeta will lead to a correct judgment in the mind 
of the Nation, so that I may die, conscious in the depiha of my 
soul of a just and fair appreciation of the devotion to my fellow 
eoontrymen, which I have maintained throughout my whole life and 
irffl nvnr 9tmm to aherish. 

<<Wltt an Mtpeel^ 
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door of death ajar; his indomitable will, working 
instinctively, aloue enabled liim to accomplish fitting- 
ly the sacrifice.^ 

Tims was completed the last official act of thia man, 
who^ 1^ the alchemy of hia wUidomi hy die worfcliig of 
hia will, had tranamnted handita into atateraten, 
destroyers into constructors, disintegrating indi- 
vidualism into natiunal union, foreitfii debts into a 
world-credit sgrstem. He is probablj the most cou- 
spicnoiia example in hiatory of a man in hia angle 
lifetime mahing hia conntxy great out of anch ele- 
ments. I have aometimea thought, studying his 
visage, both in picture and in memory, how clearly 
wisdom had revealed itself in that direct yet visioned 
look of his beautiful eye, and bow the will that 
molded Mexico to nae and greatneaa had been testi- 
fied to in the stem yet pitying lines ahont hia montii. 
Thi<oiighoiit the ages, donhtlesa like expreasiona have ' 

hi ill on fhe countenances of the builders uf nalions. ■ 

I 

I will have seen but one of them, and that one in ' 
exile, — ^his work consummated, and also destroyed, 
bat he ia unforgettable. And as he passed over the ; 
bitter watera, and throng^ the Ebon Port> Mexico 
followed him,— and ahe, unlike him, ia not yet 
arisen. . . . 

The Vico-President, Don Ramon Corral, then in 
Paris, was increasingly ill of a cancer in the pancreas, i 
which after being operated on, waa fonnd to be in* 
cnrable. He had already sent hia reifignation to Mr. 
de la Barra through a friend, asking him to withhold 
it until that of Don Porfii-io was ready. After receiv- 
ing it, Mr. de la Barra kept it loi k^ d in his fh sk for 
several days, awaiting that of the Iron President. 
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But with his own power and irii^ht Poifnia Diaz 
also signed away the power and might of liis country^ 
and her gfoTji in conf onnity with the myiterions will 
of the blind and panionate race he had ao long gjOft- 
eraed after the only manner that ooidd bring them, 
iu spite of themselves, to prosperity, — "Pooa poHtica, 
muetia administracioa" — "little politic^ much gO¥- 
ernment.'' 

When one coniidere the epitheta applied to politics 
in all qnartera of the i^obe^ even by poUtidana them- 
aelTea (who certainly know what thej are talking 

about), the man who could in any way exorcise this 
supposedly iier*essai*y evil, bthI at the sniue time mnin- 
tain Ilia position, was certainly pofineased of supreme 

Inunediately after the rigirfng of the '^Bennnda'* 
Mr. de la Barra had been annunoned to the honae In 

the Calle de Cadena. lie found the maker of Modern 
Mexico sittincT in an arim huir iu one of the hig snlotis. 
Two men besides Mr. de la Barra were present, 
Idcendado Carlos Saavedra, Preaident of the Cham- 
ber of Depntlea^ into whoae handa a few minntea later 
the resignation waa i^y^n, and a aecretary who ae- 
companied him. Saavedra, destined from all time to 
be the bearer of one of the most disastrous messages 
in history, was a man in the early fortieSy alert, with 
a derer eye, whoae political career was just begin- 
ning to tiJ^e form. Periodically the Preaideni^ of 
the Mexican Chamber of Bepntiea changes; he hap- 
pened at that moment to be occupying the position. 
After his departuiT there was silence in the room 
one of the great silences of history. The past was 
aa dead aa if a century inatead of a qnaijter of an 
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hour had slipped by. FinaHy Don Pcyrflrio made a 

slight gesture as of one relinquishing what wan no 
longer his to keep. 

Then he looked long at his successor, scrutinizing 
as it were what he himaelf had been in ita new form. 

9 

What hig thoughts were, who shall saj? 

Many great men hare been betrayed by a single 

friend, and the "et tu Brutus" has sounded but too 
often through the ages. Many have been vanquished 
by enemies; others have been done to death by mobs- 
Few men have been betrayed by their nation. The 
greater the power the greater tiie hnrt 

When he at last wpcke it was simply to say:. 

have already given orders concerning my }onr» 
ney to Vera Cruz to-night, but as this afternoon you 
will be President of Mexico I beg you to confirm them 
to General Hnerta." 

A few moments later Mr. de la Bana toA his de- 
parture. 

One of the members of General Diaz' staff, Captain 
Jos^ Espinosa, came up to the President-elect as he 
was leaving the house, and said he had been deputed 
with the rest of the Staff to accompany him to and 
fh»n the Chamber when he took his oath oi olAce. 

'OMd the General command tfahif Mr. de la Barea 

atiked. 

^Tea, to-dav at noon," was the nnswer. 

The first orders that Mr. de la Bana himself signed 
as President were to General Hoerta to escort the 
ez-President to Vera Cms. 

At nine o'cloclc on the erening of that same day 
whereon he had taken hib oath of office, driving back 
from the Chamber through the great Avenue to the 
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applause of the people who but 00 lately had cried 

death to the mati who had made them gi t at, Mr. de hi 
Barra went a last liuie to the honj^e in the Calle de 
Cadena to take leave of Ms illustrious predecessor. 
He found Don Porfirio in bed trying to reet before 
starting on the jonni^ to Vera Cm, arranged for 
three o'clodk in the morning. He was lying in his 
wife's room, a very spaeiuuB chamber, scjuare, h\0i- 
ceilinged after the Mexican way, and dimly lighted. 
In its depths was a large Italian tryptic in the Primi- 
tiTe style with a f^tlj glinting gold backgronnd, its 
sacred figores only vaguely onHined in the obecnrity. 
Mr. de la Barra sat in a large chair by the bed. 
Always pru<lent, General Diaz^ first words were to beg 
Mr. de la Barra not to accompany him to the station 
as had been planned. Then f<^owed a last conversa- 
tion between these two men placed in sneh strange 
relation, and who were destined never again to meet 
under the sky of their Fatherland. 

One can well suppose that Don Porfino had been 
thinking over many long past things, as one does at 
the hour of any death, physical, political or moraly 
for he almost immediateij recalled to Mr. de la Barra 
how he had first seen Urn at Qaer6taro on the day of 
his baptism in 1863. Mr. de la Barra's grandfather, 
Benito Quijauo, was General of Division, and Diaz 
himself happened to be passing through Quer^taro to 
the North. Between that hour in the dim and 
splendid chnrch of Qner^taro standing by a carved 
baptismal font where he saw a new*bom child, to this 
hour, lying in the vast, sliadowy room, lay four 
decades. Pate In her mielest yet grandest maiuier 
having perfectly joined that banning and this «^d. 
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His coiiv( ivsadon, though so great iu substance, was 
very simple in form. Mr. de la Barra told me that 
more than his words, he remembered the migesty of 
Ms being in that laat hour* Eyen in tbat moment of i 
Bopreme betrayal and heart-break, hia every word 
breathed the intenseat love of countrj, and tiiere 
was iio bitterness attendant on the (lulorous surprise , 
with which he relinquished his power. 

But giving Mexico into the new President's 
hands waa to Porfliio Dias as if he were giving to 
him something inestimably predona^ something tliat 
would be broken and destroyed if not carefully 
handled; even ji« an anxious father might at the hour . 
of death commit a beloved yet wayward cluld into ; 
another's keeping. 

''^e showed me the greatest kindness and efvea 
affection, and I think he pitied me for the difficult 
unknown on which I was embarked," Mr. de la Barra I 
told me. "The conversation \\as iilmost entirely of | 
our interior situation. I felt more and more how 
great was bis patriotism, how intense his solicitude 
for his people, and my eonsdonsness of the nobilitsf 
of his ^yirit In ndsfortone increased at eray word. ^ 
Our foreij;n relations were scarcely mentioned. 
Mexico was the whole world for him, in the truest 
sense his Alpha and Omega. . . - 

If in supreme hours the vision of great men, in 
whom the secret and primary gifts of imagination and 
prophecy are forever at work, is Indeed enlarged, how 
immeasurable must have been Don Porflrio's anxi- 
ety as he surveyed his passsiouate, undisciplined, 
diversely -com posed race, about to be engulfed in 
the flood of indigenous "democracy.'' Its waves, 
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aglittcr with a dreamer's promises, rippled mislead- 
ingiy over the rui ks uf facts. . . . LaUr, in despair, 
he waa to aee tlie destruction completed from with- 
out. • • 

When tiie last moment eame^ the greatest Mexican 
raised himself siighfly in bed. The new Prestdent 

bent over him. They gave each other the *'abrazo" 
aft( r tho Immemorial manner in which men. tln nugh- 
out tlie ageSi have said their supreme farewells,-^ 
onlj fitting end, Biblic, noble, personal to such a 
scene* • • « 

On issuing from the room, where the pposperf 

of Mexico lay dead by the side of a broken-hearted 
man, Mr. de la Barra found nnich coming and going 
in the lighted salons and antechambers in prepara* 
tion for the impending departure: The tiro sisters 
€i ^Carmdita'^ were with her, Beflora de Teresa^ and 
fiefiora de Elisaga, also Boo Porflrio^s son^ his two 
daughters, Seiiora de la Toiru and Senora de Riucon 
Gallardo; the husbaud of Senora de Elizaga and an 
aide-de-camp. • • . 

*6^ora de Teresa was the widow of Dou Jos6 de Teresa, the 
IfflihiMl Minuter Plenipotentiary to AnstriSy wbo renewed dip- 
lom-ifif Tflitiona with tint fonrttry in 1901, suspended since tho 
death oi Maximilian. It waa a brief but tragic episode, for he died 
' ft Urn tpoata after bli wtM 1b Ttauia, leaTing hit widow 
nd ntUe M to mln a Inulfy jovmej back to Mexico. 

Genera! Jy'inx* chivalrous treatment of the Austrian prisoners at 
the time of the toking of the Cttr of Mexico had beea much 
Bpptvdatod by the Bmpotor Vteeis Joseph, who besfanwa on Um in 
that same year of 1901, the Grnnd Cm^^ of the Order of St. Stephen, 
broujrht to him hj Count Ilohenwarth, first Minister Plenipot'^ntinry 
to Mexico since 1867. Prince KhovenhiUler, whom General Diaz had 
difMt^ at the battle of San LorsBM in 1^ 7. n i n.adc priRoner 
at the taking? of MrxT'o Tity. )-nrl been the special 1] J' :i i of Don .Tos^ 
de Teresa on his arri?ai in Vienna. It was he and his wile who 
sustained the youne widow Ij thtSar sympathy ind MMahip, aad 
who made tke pneootl anan^oMntt for ber fonowfol yeton to bor 
iitlif» liad. 



108 INTIMATE TAGES OF MEXICAN HISTORY 

As tor the thovi^to of him lying in that rwA, din^ 
rilent chamber, few could ha^ followed thm, fw 

they embraced the heights aud depths ui iiatioiiai aud 
personal disaster. 

But though their end Ib so often exile, the rifle €l 
natioiui to power is always doe to their veij few 
great meiiy whom deetiiij at its own hour and for its 
own purpose calls into being. ^And it will forever be 
a difficult thing, worthy of the greatest praise, for a 
man to live justly, when be has tomplete liberty to do 
eviL'' Nature forms few in this mould. 
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CHAPTER IX 

The I'residenciy ad Interim, Maj 25 to November 6, 1911 — 
Tjpieal Bn a m T he Aimj GeMmtioM In GkapoHspM Park— 
Ij0fUbitioB OoMmiBg JjOMW^Ploi to AmmSmmU ^rmMmt 
delftBim. 

Then began the ad-interim Presidency of Fran- 
daco Leon de la Bamu It proved to be a constant 

struggle against the impalicuce of tlie Maderistas to 
get into p(i\v(M* (an impatience they made not the 
filightest attempt to hide}; the then -undiagnosed 
actlTltiea of the atavistic Zapata in the fair state of 
Korelos; the eiactions o^ the disbanded army and 
the personal hopes of each and every Mexican patriot 
Though he repeatedly announced in and out of the 
Chamber that he would under no circiuiiHtniiPes be 
candidate for either Presidency or Vice- Presidency, 
there was an nneasy ''quien sabe'' among the Maderis- 
tas. It was so nnlihe what th^ themselves wonld do, 
that they could not deeoronsly await the day of 
Madero's inauguration to find out if he really meant 
what he said. In the meantiiui , Mr. de la Barra, 
though supported by expert governmental minds, 
trained during the practical Porfirian era, as well as 
by the order*loving elements^ was discovering the dis- 
ecnnf orts of the Procmstian bed on which the Presl- 
dents of Mexico are accustomed to take a somewhat 
biukeu sleep. Its coverlet is daily made np and 
nightlj turned down by jealoos^ impatient politicians 
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in the name of coanti'y, or bandits in the name of 
liberty and the poor. It ia further aorroimded bj 
the aatial projectioiia of hungry bnieancrati, enyiooB 
enemies and treacherona friends. 

Later Madero, sleeping in that same bed, watched 
over by the more fraternal ghosts of great departed, 
Washington, Franklin, Bonssean, Tolstoi, were amon^ 
those he beat loved, was held dreams that had no 
more to do with the facts of the Mexican sitnation, 
whicli were of the unavoidable, inexorable, inevitable 
economic order, than Tenu^«ou'fci ' Dream of Fair 
Women'^ had to do with the snftragette question. 

Don Porfirio^s long and prosperona administratUm 
of national affairs was due to his genins for facta. 
Ec knew that order was the first requisite for pros- 
penty and proieeded to make order, and even Madero, 
whose obsession was liberty, was later forced to the 
unwilling condnsion that it ccMnea before liberty. 
After a few mraths of responsibllily he was Bnat 
convinced that there can be no liberty without it* 
He had not, nnfoptunately, within himself the ability 
to bestow peace^ and his *'plan" and his ^^progjam" 
were both soon as dtood6 as a last year's hat ^In. 
politics nothing ages so mnch as incompetence,'* is 
the dictum of a brilliant Mexican polemist. One is 
tempted to go further and say that incompetence in 
a crime, against which nations are justified in pro* 
testing. Thej will, DaturaUj, protest in their own 
inherent way. In Latin America by a revolntion or 
a coup d^^tat, in northern latitudes by electing some 
one else from whom they hope again what they had 
yainly awaited from the last In eith^ ease the 
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proee» bean within Itadf it» awn ■pedllG and in- 

eyitable conBeqtiences. 

At his first cabinet meeting? Mr. la liaira had 
preseDted the imea of couduct he bad laid out for iiU 
tena of office. Hia objects were tbree: pacification, 
reorganisation of the pnbUe aervicey and preparation 
for tbe preddentlal electlQiia dne in October. In the 
first council of his ministers, the 26th of May, he ex- 
posed this program, statini? that it could not be 
carried out, however, without the coniidence and aid 
of the Tariona (and yariegated) political parties, and 
of the people. Addreaaing himaelf to the conntiy and 
the Chamber, he fnrthermore atated that he had not 
desired the Presidency, and that the happiest day of 
his life (and one mipjht uHd the safest) would be 
that on which he would relinquish it. 

Events prored this to be true, but it was quite, if 
not entirely, nnbelie?able by the impatient Maderia- 
taai ICadero at that time waa moat cordial to the 
ad-interim President, hailing him, whenerer they 
met, as ''cjran ciinhulano," crreat citiztUj at the same 
time doubtless wondering if he would really get out 
at the appointed hour. 

Fortunately for him, however, and for the good 
name of Meilco the order-loving elements^ at that 
time still in the majority In all classes, souglit occa- 
sions on which to show him their con I i h nee and re- 
spect. Various members of the since reviled land- 
owners^ intellectuals, and representatives of the 
eqnaUy reviled high finance and big indnatry, even 
went ao far aa to arrange a fairly comprehenaiTe 
banquet in his honor in the Jockey Club, — when 
already the jealousies of the masters of the Kew Dia- 
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peiuuLtiou were to be feared and were eveiywheie at 
work, 

Tlie ^Id Aimj^ Teorgmiiied under the command 
of tlie Minister of War, General Baacon, of fwtriotie 

and loyal record, was with Mr. da la liana, not alone 
throTigfh niilitaiy obedient e and the »ull potent tradi- 
tions left by DiaZy but because ita chiefs saw Uie old 
gfaoat of reyolatLon appearing on the horiion. Thia 
loyally of the army waa cryatalliaed in the great 
fftte, organised in Cbaptiltepec Park on the day w^en 
^fr. (le la Barra returned the flag to the Thirty-second 
Infantry reirinient. It was! on this day that, iDS})ired 
by the llag, opposing leaders sucb as General Keyes, 
also candidate for the Preddeni^y and Frandaco L 
Madero> (to meet their death two years afterward in 
snch tra^c antithesis) made mntnally amicable 
speeches, as well as the Minister of War and Mr. de la 
Barra. The glitter of the setting Mexican sun trans- 
figured for yet a moment the fast approaching specter 
of brotherly hate. 

The machinery of goremment waa still working 
with the old impetns of law and order, and nnder the 
a'gis of Mr. de la Bana SLveial important measures 
were |>roposed and carried through, such as the com- 
mission, presided over by the yerj able JL>on Pedro 
Lascnrain, for the atndy of agrarian problems and the 
foundation of a national Bureau of Labor, wliich liave 
both surviyed the succeeding revolutlonsw 

ICow the days of any President uf Mexico are nn 
certain, and the following incident is typical. On the 
eve of the anniversary of the death of Juarez (18th 
of July), towards four o'clock General Huerta, sent 
from General Bcyes,' came to see Preaident de la 
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Barra at the Palace, to iuform liirn that there was a 
plot on foot to assassinate hitn dm ing the ceremonies. 
A short time after the cliief of police appeered to 

i: my that it would be better to change the route of the 
procession at the last moment From the m<Miiimait 

" of Juarez in the Avenida Juarez the President was to 
go to the Pantedn of the Church of San Fernando, 

' where the bodj of Jnarea reeta under the monument 
raised to him in the repreaenting him with hia 
head lying in the lap of a weeping wraian, symbol- 
izinix the sorrows of the nation, which he had Ihoiiglit 
to heal. President de la Barra was then to proceed 
on foot along the Arenne, turning in at the Calle San 
Diego, thence into the ATenida de loa Hombrea 
nuatres, and into the little Flaia in front of the 

' Church of San Fernando. 

His wife said to him as lie left the house, "I am 
suddenly so anxious; as soon as you get to the Pan- 
te6n, him me informed." He had» of courae^ made 
no mention of the rumora eooceming the plot to hia 
family. He was to be accompanied by his ministers, 
his fitat Major and liis three brothers. Nothing hap- 
]>ened. The day after an army doctor said to General 
Baacon, the Miniater of War, the Preaident'a loyal 

I friend, that aa he waa eltting two daya b^ore in 
civilian clothes on one of those single-backed, double- 
seated benches in the Zocalo, two tough-looking, big- 
hatted men seated themselves on the other aide of the 
bendu The name of Preaident de la Barra being 
menfioned, ^e doctor pricked up hia eani He heard 

one of them say : 
'^I shan't do it I have aiz children. One liyea bat 
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once, and who knows il they will pay what they 
promise?" 

Then they got up and crossed the square. 
*^Why didn't jov immediately inform me?" Qesi- 
end Bascon cried. 
^^I attached no importance to it at the time, bnt 

when I saw in the newspapers to-day the account of 
the plot to uHHUssinate the I'ltiiident, I realized tlje 
import of the conversation. One of the men had a 
broken noee. I ahonld recognise liim." 

It ia a little glimpee behind the acenea Thepnblle 
aeea the stage set quite snmptnonaly for tiie act. The 
reverse side sliows a few crude lights, a lot of un- 
painted canvas, runi^^h boardings and coliw il's. The 
usual arrangements for assassination are as simple 
as this described. . The details alone differ— and the 
Tietim. 
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CHAPTER X 

lUikn'k OfMttd Tfatt to Oknfb— ^pftto waA Vkt Attmpto to 
Bestara Prfaid Astoa life to Ifinleo— Tb« iSoiy Tbat Wm 
8pito1f— Oonridtnlton Oootoratof tta Sptaiiid to Mntoo. 

Wjifliif in October^ Hoflrtey accoidiiii^ to 0fd6f% wis 

Tigorovslj pushing the campaign against SSapata in 

Morelos, the President received at seven o'cI(>< k one 
morning a visit from Madero. He was accompanied, 
as usual, by some nepotic group ; on tliis occasion, by 
his uncle Ernesto^ then Minister of Finance, his 
consin hy marriago (I think), Genorat GonjMles 
Salas, and his cousin by blood, Rafael Hernandez. 

Madero opened the conversation by saying that con- 
- ditions were so bad in Morelos that he was most 
deairons of hating an intenriew with Zapata, then 
at Guantla, in an attempt to come to some arrange- 
ment, and he begged the President to glte the neeeo- 
sary orders to facilitate his going. 

Mr. de la Ban a, greaily Burprisi d, answered: 

^ou must not go. It will be both dangerous and 
nnwise. Measures are being taken to bring the cam- 
paign to a snccessful finish. It will be better for 
yon, better for me, better for the country, not to 
interfere at this moment.** 

Madero's uncle and Giiicinl Goiisalez Salas were 
also of the opinion tl&at the trip to Ouautla might be 
disastrous, politically and personaUy. 

The President eontinned: 

11$ 
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''General ITuerta is taking measures to push the 
Zapatistas and General Caso Lopez, chief of the 
Zapadoresi haa been sent into the state of Puebla, to 
get them on the other aide. Th^ will thus be cam^t 
between two fliea. Let well enong^ alone." 

It was finally agreed, after eome further conrma* 
tion, that Madero should abandon the trip to ( iiautla. 
All that day the President was in ronstaiit t ommuni- 
cation with both generals, and matters were proceed* 
ing Batiafactorily according to plan. 

At ten o'clock on the eirening of tliat same day, 
Madero's brother, Gnatayo, and Bias Lombardo, 
Minister of Fine Arts, came to him in much agita- 
tion. A message had jnst been received from Madero 
from Cuautla, begging to have the movements of 
General Huerta'a troopa immediately stopped, that 
hia, Madero'a lif e, was in danger, that the greatest 
exdtement prerailed among the inhabitants of the 
town, who, because of the advance of the Federal 
troops', and the attack on Cuautla, a stronghold of 
the Zapatistas, thought he, Madero, was a traitor. 
In consternation, the President said to. the three men: 

'^ow is it posidble that he can be there, against my 
adTice, and at such risk to himself?*' 

*'IIe is lucky," Gustavo answered confidently, for 
until his last day the leirend of Madero'8 lu( k in- 
fluenced practical decisions. The others doubtless 
raised their hands and said, '^Qui^n sabe?'' 

The President realised, however, that he would be 
held rei^pcmrfbto if anything happened to the 
"apostle," even through his own rashness, and also 
that the so desired ])a< ifieat ion was sr^atly endan- 
gered. There was no time to lose. Madero brought 
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back to the city on n hier would, at Uiat moineat^ baye 
been a national catastrophe. 

He mid tbat be would immediately find oat the 
feal conditloii at Ouanllay and aaked tbem to return 
in an hour. 

At the telegraph office in Cuautla he got hold of a 
confidential agent who reported that the populace, 
as well as the Zapatista soldiery, were in the greatest 
atale of excitement, walking about witb loaded piatola 
and gona, fearing tbe advanoe of Hnerta'a troops on 
one band and of Caao Lopez' on l^e other. They sna- 
pected that a trap had been laid, that Madero was 
really allied with Huerta, and not the friend of 
Zapata, as they had supposed. Everywhere were 
cfieaof^Traidor, traitor P The only effectiTe protee* 
Him for y adero would be to bave the march of Huerta 
snd Caao Lopes immediately stopped and to proclaim 
an armistice of forty-eight hours. This was linally 
ordered by the r'rpsid<'nt, mwrh against his judgment^ 
—any disaster except harm to the ^^apostle." 

As early aa June, 1911, there were rumora erf an 
^tente cordiale'' between Madero and the ^'Atila del 
Bur.'' Theae were aometimea vague, sometimea quite 
definite. The "entente" wan most 8ini])Ie of explana- 
tion, the only real ditYerence be i tic: ^hat otip rovo- 
Incionario was embarking on the Ship of Btate, the 
other waa atill swimming about in wreckage. 

Madero could never TiauaUae himself in bia true 
relation to tbe eventa be wished to mould. He waa 
about to become President of AFexfco, because of in- 
volved, larp^ely sn])]ec'tivp happpnin<rs, of states of 
mind. These liad bronp.]it him to place and to power, 

not facto; the facta 9t the aituation had been deter* 
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mined by others than himself. He thouglit he had 
but to appear, and, at a frora-all-time preordained 
momeuti magneticailj the destinies of Mexico would 
group fhemaelTOi aboat hia person, with attendant 
materialiaatioii of the millennlmn. 
The eomMnation of events and personalities at the 

moment of the overthrow' of Diaz is completely 
baffling to reason, and reminds me of a paragraph 
from Sir Thomas Barclay's <<Sands of Fate'' : ''The 
f oUj of man shifts its center from nation to naticm 
' like the wind and the storm, and the least likely (or 
the most) may in turn become its victim in spite of 
every argument of reuacm, interest and national tra* 
dition." 

Never was this more typified than in the case <^ 
Mexico, where national f cllj flew as steel to the mag- 

net of one man's madness. 

As to Za]iata, time has testified in its own inexor- 
able manner that, in spite of the horrid things he 
did, he was neither so oppresslye, so corrupt^ nor 
so incompetent as the other Liberators ci his decade. 
Though his methods for the distribution of land 
were generally abru|tt and always painful, lie was 
consistent in his idea^ directly inherited, Zapatiamo 
having proved itself to be an atavistici Astec arrange- 
ment for the despoiling of those who seemed to have 
too much in fa^or of Ihosp \\]\o obviously had too 
little. The unequal distribution of wealth has puzzled 
and discooraged wiser men than Zapata. His method 
worked ont so badly because it was completely oat 
of date, there being no room for primal Astec life in 
a country linked by railway and Iticgraph and hav- 
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ing the iiMttiiiialile blewlng of a Ghamber of Depii* 

ties. 

Zapala being the only one of the Liln rnioiH who 
reaUy set about distributing Uic land, if '4and for the 
landless" was what President Wilson truly desired 
in MezieOy it has been snggBSted that the impeccable 
logic of eyents diemanded Alt recognitioii rather than 
that of Carranza. llis record was, howeyer, too pic- 
turesque, too anacbrouistic, to be really attractive, 
even in what might be called the experimentai period , 
of Mr. Wilson's connection with Mexico^ and that of 
his nncertainly an to whether Villa <Mr Carransa 
wonld make the best ^constLtational'' President of 
Mexico. 

Ziipiita first emerged out of the mass of the 85 per 
cent as stable boy to Don Ignacio de la Torre, who 
toVl me he had found him an excellent domestic. 

His solicitude for the poor of Morelo% and his 
pecnliar conceptions of '%ine and thine^' were later 
developmenta The ejection ci Don Ignacio de la 
Torre from his hacienda by one-time servant 
seems to liave been painful to both. Don If^nacio told 
me, however, that Zapata did what he could in the 
matter (tf supplying him and his friend, Don Joaqnin 
Amor^ with horses and food and wxmt elemental sort < 
<rf passport and safe-conduct In their flight across 
country. But it in always a poor proposition when 
ttie valet drive?^ out his masler. 

The followers of Zapata were almost entirely pure- 
blooded Indians and as ea^f as infants to lead* The 
pistol and ahorae wHl always prove more stimulating 
to the Imagination than a cornfldd and the hoe, and 
this la»t any Indian (and many while men} will 
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quickly drop for the mMet and more Sminediate joys 

of fire-arms. The record of Zapata's occupation of 
Mexico City shines, howerer, in comparison with that 
of Carranza's half-breed hordea. The Zapatista sol- 
diezy proved to be stupid enough to pay for what thcjj 
found In the shopa instead of juet taking it, after 
GarransalB ^Treeonstitntional'' example. This waa 
a decided blow to Zai)ata's prestige among other 
Liberators, and even ainon^' the still enslaved 85 per 
cent. A Mexican, a decent Mexicaui ia reported 
to haTe eaid of thenii innocently but reralini^y with* 
drawing the curtain fhnn b^ore hia own aoul: ''Poor 
fo(^ they Imew no better.'* Anoth^ and atill 
simpler method of Zapatista procedure is exemplified 
by the note at the bottom of this page.^ 

*How nnd to whom a Indj might ho called on to serro a CUp of 
tea, during the Zapatista occupation of Mexico (jity, is shown in. this 
quotation from a letter from Madame Simon, wife of the Inspecteur 
to naaaees of tb* Bmea Nadonal: 

**I ifBB alone !n my salon one late afternoon when the maitre 
dliMd eame to sav that there were four Zapatista officers in % 
Mrriage In fnmi of 11m hotMe^ ud that tliej wiahed to ipoak irHh 
my husband on an urgent matter. A glanco frorn the window 
revealed a carriage full of hats — you see the picture. Nothing 
daunted I said to the alarmed scrrant: 'Toll the rankins one to 
oono in.' A moment after a tall, handsome brigand Witt a verj 
larpTf' nnd decorative hnt in Iiis hand, his torso a1mo?t cnnrpnTccI by 
cartridge belts and anoed with rifle and knlf^ appeared at the dooc 
Ho bonvd wiai oaeeUeBt naimon aad aAod u t pre fa no d to simoIc 
SfMnish or English. My English being tiM better of liie two nO 
carried on the politest of conversationn in that language. I offered 
him a cup of tea. Between dainty sips he told me he had been 
.odaeoted in the United Statoo Bad liad itodiod Urn tiiere. His 
history boti;vpr.n his Amfrican studies anil bn;:];nn(^fipc in Morelos 
he did not reveal. The gentle object of his visit was to obtain 30,000 
pesos which he needed to pay his men. My husband appeared at 
this moment, and he repeated bis dsaUBid, witib the additional remark 
timt if he didn't get tlie money he would proceed to the sncltiTt^ 
of Mexieo City. There being no ohoiee but to eomply, my husband 
mat to llio tolsplione, saying that bo bad no sBea amount in bio 
home. There was no one at the bank and it was impossible to ^t 
hoM of nvy one else at thnt hour. The Omprnl began to get very 
impatient, suspecting, o£ cuuise, that some iriciit was being tiied on 
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A detf riuinitii: factor about Zapata was liis instinct 
for the pietuivs-Miio, his habits, clothes and general 
get-np being toited to Ms ends. His features were 
straii^ty bis nmstsche was dark, eyen lustrous; bis 
trousers were long and tight, and many sUrer but- 
tons adorned the outside seam, his hat was big and 
Leayily ornate with ehapetas, his fine horses had 
beautiful saddles. Indeed, at any moment Zapata, 
' without a single change, could have stepped on to aniy 
stage perfectly dressed for bis r61e. Then, too^ tbe 
indestructible beauty of tbe state of Morelos set olf 
his person and his "works." Villa's background, 
dusty stretches of chaparral aud meHquite in the 
north, ty pitied, too, the eteraal adjustment of race to 
landscape. He generally affects shabl^ American 
clothei^ bas an indeterminate nose and a front tootb 
Is ndssing. Howefveir, all tbis is ancient bistory. 
Aft<^r a somewhat long run — for Mexico — Villa has 
been supplanted in the public irnagiiia! Ion by a man 
w^ith one arm, which advantage a more than casual 
study of Mexico and the Mexicans alone enables one 
to appreciate. One mii^t as well be writing of tbe 

him, and said finally in a loud tone: 'Tf the money isn't in my 
haudfl by 10 o'cloek I will give orders for the sacking of the city. 
The retponsibility will bo on your hands. I must have money to pay 
taj men.' 

**Tn tbe end, my hu^Vafil prevailed on him to wait till 9 o'clock 
the next morninsL telling him to present bimself at the bank at that 
iMmr. This he did, reeefved the mom&y and depaHed. We thought 
the affair forever closed. A little later, however, the whole sum was 
repaid t" tt?v hiii^nnd, fn vhimi it was delivered on his being told to 
eend for it ut a cirtaiu um iIioss. This proved to be^ft miaerable hovd 
In m Mfaatid, cut-throat part of town. The mencnggr saw that money 
and a great deal more simply thrown into one comer of the dirty 
room, just aa jou would iweep up rubbish. Thouerh bo carelessly 
guarded, mA was the dlMtottge aad honor among this especial set 
of thieves, thai BO VBtnlluiiuid poiiOB would ofvor hsfe stIaBpted to 
touch it," 
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'^Tiger of Tacubaja'^ as of the "Tiger of tiie Korth,'^ 
as far as actualities are concerned, and Tilla is only 

of i)ermaneiit interest in the light of the one-time 
glory 80 singularly flung about his person by Wash- 
ington. 

Dr. Gates^ account of his visits to Zapata, his rides 
across conntiy in the heavy silyer moonlight of MofO- 
los, brigands silently gathering in mountain fast- 
nesses, remind one of the second act of Trovatore, the 
anvil chorus left out and political talk thrown in. i 
Villages would be entered, decorated after the Aztec { 
manner, with green branches and brii^t flowers^ and 
innocent strains of music on archaic instnunents' 
would complete the bncolic picture. 

Z;i]Kita's death came about in the best "redemp- 
torv" uiauner. He was invited bv Carrancistay to a 
meeting under formal terms of truce. Incautiously 
sitting at bread with the other liberaUnni he was done j 
to death in the back. ^ 

But his ghost, as picturesque as his living bo4y, ' 
will long haunt the loveliest of the Mexican States, 
inciting his followers to vengeance, evoii iliough the | 
'Tirst Chief'' of those who betrayed him has also 
gone the well-trodden and inevitable way of treason ' 
and assassination. « • • 

His doctrines, too> have inherent reasons for sur* 
vival, for Morelos, one of the garden spots of the 
earth, is among the few Mexican niates where the 
division of the land into small holdizigs is feasible. 
But God, not man, made this to an extent possibly 
because of its rainfall and its irrepressible flora. 
The Indian of the North, to whom nninigated land 
is portioned out, either starves or goes elsewhere* 
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But at all timea he is readj to serre^ to fight, to build, 
or to destroy according to the temper of those who 
lead hinL 

And if the Ltdian had a had time in the old days 

in the name of the King of Spain and (Jod, he is bav- 
in cr a worse time tiow in tlie iiaiue of Liberty, Keform, 
Juaticey Independence. These words are known to 
enrery Indian equally with 'Sdeata" and <<maia." Of 
tlieir inAgfn and attiibatea he has no clearer idea than 
we of the great First Oanse. I>onhtle8B when his corn 
has been trampled by soldien^ in the iiiime of "In- 
dependeneia/' his w ife (or wives) and dauj^hters out- 
rjitii d in the name of *'Libertad," his land taken frcHn 
him in the name of '^Beforma'' and he himself is np 
against a wall looking with deer-like eyes into the 
mnssie tsit a ^n in the name of ''Jnstida," he has a 
vague thon-h necesgarily brief and profitless per- 
ception of their meaning. 

Pare races act along the simplest and most direct 
of erolntionaiy linea It is the mixed races that make 
the trouble. The half-breed of the roral districts has 
always supplied the elCTents of ^erilla warfare in 
Mexico. He can often read aud write, and he kuuws 
BuiueLhiug uf **the law by wluch sin came." In the 
cities the mestizo also supplies the elements of 
^^nreancratic rannahalism,^ and Ids propensities are 
evident to those he feeds on. ^Te can always read and 
write, and generally knows envy and brotherly hate 
in their pei feeted forms. 

Zapata's ^'Tndinnismo" has proved to have been 
quite simply a 20th century reappearance of the 
Astec lype^ interrupted and modified bat slightly 
by the c<Nning of a foreign mce. It presupposes. 
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amoDg other things, the religions life, and the re- 
liefioiiH life of the Indian always rxii rnalizes itself fn 
rites and practices, distasteful to his ratioually-minded. 
contemporarieB of other dimes. But the Indian with- 
out religion is an abortion of natma The 'V)ld Uwn 
* hall'' will never mtiBfy him. His mystical needs will 
lorever seek nourishment in symbols, [iml much as 
he needs com, he canuot live by it aloue. That is 
for the bmtes. Spain with all her faults knew this, 
and looking at Jiietory, who reyeala herself only to 
the free of eye, it woi^d seem that all that has been 
done in Mexico since the days of her discovery by tlie 
white man has been done by Spain and the sons of the 
Catholic Church, "por Dioe infinitas almas y por el 
rey infinitas tieraas/'-^and foreign capital. To these 
she owes all except her heanty, her natural licheo 
and the right to rerrolntion,^ which she exercises mo 
abundantly. 

Strangely enough Spain has been forced by the 
intolerance of the 20th century point of view to be 
apologetic for her former greatness. There is even 
a Spanish saying, ^^Cnlpa fn^ de los tiempos n6 de 
EqpafEa." (It was the £anlt of the times^ not of 
Spain.) 

But in Mexico we have not done as well. We have 
proceeded on the assumption that the deepest need of 

*0f this last I am tempted to Quote General Grant when he sajs, 
wHh large and qTilet ▼iauii&: ''Now the right of Mvoltition is an 

inh<»rcnt one. Wlion ppoplr are oppressed by their govemmoTit, it i« 
a natural right thejr eujoy to relieve themaelvea of the oppreaaloB» 
if they are atrong enough, cither bj withdrawal froai it, or by nvar- 
throwing it ontl substituting a government monv acceptable. Bat any 
pooplo or part of a poople wiio rcsnrt to this remedy et;iko their 
Jivo«| thtiir property auil every claim for protectiuu given by ciiixen* 
ahip oa this issue. Victory or the conditions iiBpOied fejf tha eoft* 
qooror vauA be the nwaXW—Fmrmmal ifaaioira. 



I 
I 



Digitized by Cuv (^ii>_ 



FBAKCIfiGO LEON D£ LA BARRA 125 



her 8uul is to be a miuiatiire United States of 
America. The Spaniards, kistoricalljr veiy learned, 
nerar dreamed of making her like unto liiemaelYM 
We have traTened wo far along this wrong road that 
ire will have dUficnltT' in getting back to the natural 
Btartinpf point in any iiuti(>n's destiny, — the impiiliie 
of her own being; ami thougli we bind Mexico witli a 
thousand miles of best American cord (even made of 
fliml) ehe will in the end burst them or perish fran 
the fsce of the earth as did onr Indians. Middle 
course there Is none. 

Another of our faults in Mexico is tangling this 
thread of her racial and liistorical continuity. This 
will be said to be of the thinnest, but such as it is^ 
from it she mast spin her national destinies. We 
snapped this thread lightlj in onr fingers, frayed the 
ends and passed on. One of Hie nses ot the World 
War is that it has shown the vei-y relative value of 
civilizations. In fact we live in a world ol nations as 
naked as were our first parent^ and, alas, in no Gto- 
den of Edoi. 

The work of Spain in Mexico was the resnlt of 
attentive and persistent measures applied by a cen* 
tral power working continuout^ly, not through one 
or more Presidential terais, and intermittently at 
that, bat through generations. In the end a wh<de 
was formed out of the most dissimilar groupings of 
raee^ acting and reacting according to inescapable 
cUmaHc conditions. With all its black spots New 
Spain was a thing of beauty and use. Under our 
ajispices it is simply a nuisance — except in the oil 
regions. 

As for liberty as we understand it^ it was as nn* 
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kuuvvii to the gifted Spaniards of the 16th and 17th 
centuries as the electric light and the airplane. Their 
results were obtained by metbodfl we have chosen to . 
anathematise. What flacceeding generatioiui will saj | 
of the twentieth 'century ezpreflslon* of liherly I , 
dindder to think. E^en as he who has not atndied | 
history understands but imperfectly this strangely [ 
mysteridus pi^escnt, he wlio considers that the paa- 
sious of the liuman heart which regulate the destinies 
of nations can be changed, will also think falsely 
concerning the fntnre. That each state beam in- 
herently within itself the seeds of death as well as 
life no one will gainsay. No nation could attain ' 
to the might and power of Spain in her apogee except 
by the exercise of supreme gilts, and her greatness 



shown in her colonizing energies is one of the mighti- 
est manifestations of history. Her strength and her ' 
glory came from her Tirtnes operating in spite of her 
defects, and that they replaced in Mexico a lesser 
thing by a greater who shall deny? 

The grandeur of the Spanish civilization of the 
16th and 17th centuries Is comparable only to that of | 
the British Empire to-day. Both are colossal expres- ' 
sions of national genius. The Spaniards in Meideo ' 
present to onr attention every fault inherent to the 
VM)rld-ron(litions of their day. These are esDPciallv ^ 
antipathetic to our iiabit of thought, though our dis- 
regard of the impcmderable yalnes of existence may 
canse ns to be held more Bendtive-minded genera- 
tions to come in even greater contempt than we do 
the Spaniards in America. I>rutality, rapacity, in- 
t oh 'ranee were used abundantly in the exploitation 
of the Indian, but beauty, an essential^ was added to 
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tbe beauty that th^ found and the myatical life^ 
without which neither indlTidnala nor nationa aob- 
aist, was encouraged and aostained. 

The strange but here very visible processional of 
fate decreed that the next exterior inlluence in 
Mexico ahould be foreign capital. It waa applied to 
her aa oxygen ia applied to a peraon atrogn^Ung for 
breathy to get her orer the critical moment She 
would haye died without it and the most expensive 
illusion ever nonrished aboiit Mexico by President 
Wilson, expensive alike to Mexicans and Americans, 
ia that whir h pictures the foreign investor as her 
aconrge. Her hiatofy ahowa impertnrbably that at 
interyals^ almoat rhjthmlC) the foreign inTeator haa 
been Mexlco^a only aalvatlony and at all times haa 
enriched her. 

SadnesH overcomes me looking at the natural 
processes, they are so cniel yet so unhaltabley alwaya 
Imperfectly Tiewed from some penwnaly seeming 
expedient angle. And the battlea of nationa are 
typified by the battlea natore wages in each heart 
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CHAPTER XI 
CUto de Do to i B tptmlm 15^ 1911. 

The one hundred and first anniTersaiy of tbe 
^'Grito de Dolores" wae the earliest ''ensemble^' pic- 
ture I was to see of the political elements of 1911, 

wuuderfullj framed in tlie century-old Palace.* 

The city had beeu deluged all the afternoon by one 
of the heavy rains accompanying the dose of the wet 
season on the Plateau. The streets were still splasliyy 
the trees dripping, as we droye down the Avenida 
San Francisco with the Ambassador, who had called 
for us. We proceeded hjlowly through an immense 
and orderly crowd, concentrated in the Zocalo, 
mounted police making way f(Mr us. The windows of 
the Palace were ablase and above them, against the 
sl^ away from the lighted square, were onflined 
blackly the ancient small turrets (almenas) wbics 
once designated the habitation of a "war-lord." 

Entering through the Tuerta de Honor we went up 
the broad stairway, carpetted with the handsome red 
carpet bought for the Centenary cdebrationa of the 
year before. The sumptuously furnished sal<»is were 
strongly liglited. The President and his wife and 

^On tbe site now occupied hy the National Palace was once a 
PalaiM of Mbntenuna. Part of the present edifice dates from Cortie, 
notably the andrat wing of pink tezontle. The Palsuie, so closelj 
bound up with the history of Moxico, has suffered many vici/»ita<^f^ 
as well as many renovations, these latter largely made under tbe 
ffreat VletoiT BevOlagigeao At tlw end of tiia oiihtenlh 9ntaf, 
during tho briof feiip of M'*»^^"^ft" 
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the members of bis cabinet were recelTing at one end 
of tbe Taat Sala de 1o8 Bmbajadorea. Tbe Prnddent 

was in evening dress, acros^s his breast the broad red 
and white and green Ha«h ot hin high office. Madame 
de la Bamiy pretty and smiling, wa» in a smart Bue 
de la Paix gorwD. About them were gnmped the mem- 
ben of tbe CaMnet 

Don Emeato Madero, Minister of Finance, pre- 
sented, as» always, the appearance of a polislud man 
of the wor 1(1. He was "fin," agreeable, and doubtless 
tecbnically ninrh more competent than any other 
member of the Madero family. Don Bafael Hemaa- 
dei^ iirat conrin to Madero and Minister of Fomento^ 
who stood near bim, was of tall and handsome pres> 
ence, with very black hair, brilliant complexion, high 
arched nose, and h<^ sliowed veiy white teeth when he 
anuledy which was often. 

Don Alberto Garcia Graaadoii^ Minister of Gober- 
nadto and past seventy, experienced with the 
l»roadly bnman experience of fifty years of Latin- 
American ]>f>litics, was the only personal fiiend of 
tbe Prcsid* III iu the Cabinet. He was a man of great 
probity as well as intelligence^ and was to suffer the 
most tragic of deaths under the Carransa regime. 

General Gonsales Salas, Minister of War, also a 
eousltt of Madero, made a showy fignre in ihe rather 
gaudy uniform of his high rank. It will be seen 
that the Cabinet of President de la Barra was deeply 
dyed in Maderista colors. Don Francisco Vasquez 
Gomes^ of many ambitions^ w«s Minister of Public 
Distmction. Such were the figures in highest relief 
among the of&cial group. 

But there was another groups denser and more 
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portentoiuiy that stood about Madeio, who was natu- 
rally the real center of interest, lie wuis MiiiJiug, 
but his eyes had a dislaiit, tinfwussed look, making 
him seem like a man in a dream. His attitude was 
deYOid of pride and an amiable simplicity stamped 
bis words and gestures. His wife stood near him. 
Her darky sharp-featured face was softened by an 
expression of admiring affection and saii^iaction, 
tli<)ui2:h, even on that auspicious occasion, there was 
something vigilant in hw attitude. She was plainly, 
darkly and nnbecomingly dressed. Behind them, 
overflowing into the other salon, were as many of 
the 232 members of the Madero family as conld g:et 
to Mexico City, together with their friends and the 
'fncntls of their friends. T have to this day the im- 
pression of something austere, provincial, yet impa- 
tient and vaguely ominous in these gronpings. 

Of Madero^s immediate family I remember 
especially his mother, 'Madame M^** as Madame 
Lefaivre used to call her. Her pride was quite 
pardonable at the astonishing apotheosis of her son, 
visibly illumined, manifestly predestined and justified 
by the greatest of all justifications— snccesa His 
tdsters, Mercedes and Angela, ■ stood near tiieir 
mother, small, dark, thin^featnred young women, in 
rather dull costumes. Of the many bruthers I only 
remriiiber Gustavo,^ faroiliaily called *^ojo parado," 
whom I met there for the iirst time. Exuberant, 
^^rasta,'' tireless, an abounding quality of life 
proceeded from his being, and was his most notice- 
able attribute. He was tall and wdl-featnred with 
red-bi'own hair, and a amall red-brown mustache, 
^Ue had a glass eje. 
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wbieh did not concee] the ple«nii«4afiiif lips of liUi 

amiable iiioulli. ile Beemed tu hkivi\ tlmt. ovcninsT, 
the ^ili of ubiquity, for he was always lo be found in 
n Ti V room into which one happened to stray. He was, 
I fancy, of a naturally adTentoromi wpixit, and of a 
creatlTe type of mentalily. Although he held ni» 
official pofidtion, he was the most dominant personality 
among the advibtis ol liis brother. Indeed, the rest 
of tlie family were quite jealous ol; iiis iuHuence with 
the "Bedeemer." 
Some of the Madero women were frerii and good* 
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Madero's wife was yery pretty, dark-eyed, bright^ 
eomplexioued, rather phnnp, "de la costa,*' and there 
was something pleasing and unsophisticated about 
her person, clad in a soft and becoming gown. Bat 
mostly the women comprising the If adero phalanx 
that evening wore beeUingi towering toqnesi and 
tfglit*waisted, dull dresses, or yery big picture hats 
and impossible hierh-necked, spangled pfowns with 
trains, reminding one of King Edwaid n remark to 

Lord H when he appeared in a frock-coat and 

pearl-gray troaseni in a coontry-honee in the 
morning: ^^Oood Qod, when will yon learn to dreesr' 
Joined to the nepotic groupings wwe coonileM 
others, related by expectancy rather than blood. It 
all reappears in memory like those pictures of im- 
meQAe concourses ol human l>eing8 whose forms 
hecome more and more undefined until at last they 
melt into the horison. About these dark archipela- 
goes of humanity, as I walked through the brilliantly 
lighted rooms, was everywhere the same "expectans 
expectavi" look, and the solemn, deu^e atmosphere, 
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ttnbued wifh Bomething strange, undefined, yet poten 
tial. What would have been the history of Mexico ) 
had Ma(kro bt en a poor orphan and the only son i 
of the only ison of an orphan, one can but surmise. ' 
For if to a few relatiyas are a bloamngy to how maDj 
they are more diaaatroiia than enemies and much ta 
nsefnl than strangers. 

At this moment of writing, every political man ift 
that special asstuiblage is either dead or in exile. 
If there be an, to me, unimown exception, it but proves 
the Mexican role. 

I was sttbseqnently taken out to sapper by Don 
Mannel Galero, Minister of Justice. He was tardily 
presented, when I found myself nearly alone in the 
room, by the Chef du i'rotocol, who approached me 
apologetically, a long list in one hand, and Calero, so 
to speak, in the other, somewhal flustered by the task 
of properly mating the new and diverse apparitions. 

We hastily followed the cort^ out to a higb, 
bonntifnlly-epread, fiower^ecorated table, at whidi 
we stood, instead of sitting, as is the cnstom. The 
dininjif room is furnished with huge, eluboraitiv 
carved sideboards of Alsatian oak. Over the higk 
ornate mantelpiece I noted a large and admonitoiT 
marble bnst of Minerva. On the table were magnifi- 
cent silver Cpergnes and fruit-dishes, bearing the 
imperial and tragic crest. Even at that time when 
I was only in the protoplasmic stage of my Mexican 
development, and was steeped in the natural beauty 
of Mexico rather than inteUectoally perceptive ot the 
idiosyncrasies of its government, I was aware that I 
had opened an extraordinarily interesting book Bat 
it was in a foreign language and I had to use a dic- 
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Uonary for nearly every word. I found my supper 
eompajnioi^ haweTer, to be one with whom one might 
euUj conrene. He had clever ejee and a atrong 
jaw and he epoke exGeDent, idiomatic Bn^itfa with a 

pronounced American accent. He was in deep 
mouiDiiig for hin lately deceased first wife, even to 
dull jet shirt-studs and culI-bultonB. I noted, how- 
eiveri that from time to time he amiled reaasiuing^y 
acroaa the broad table^ where jnat opposite waa a shy, 
smiling young woman, his bride of two weeks. 

He kiK w almost all the thinejR we Anglo-Saxons 
know and many that we do not. liow every Mexican 
political man finds himadf in a world peopled hj 
'enemies who want his place, and friends who do like- 
wiae, and the tight rope is child's pli^ compared to 
the feat of ttUHtaining his equilibrium. Indeed, it is 
only a clever man, and he but for a biief period, 
who can accomplish it Looking back on it all I am 
atrack by the estraordinaiy talent of the public men 
I knew there^ scarcely an ^^bMle^' among them, 
snch as every other political system I am familiar 
with not only tolerates but fosters. They cannot 
exist if they are stupid in Mexico^ and never was the 
anrvival of the Attest more apparent* ''Whati then, 
fa the matterf I nsed often to ask myself, and I 
coaliiiuo to ask myself to-day, when all thusr elements 
have been washed free of illoaion, and even hope in 
the blood of not one but many revolutions. 

Oalero, later to be Ambassador to Washington, 
discovered there fully what he doubtless then sus- 
pected, that the Mexicans understand us far better 
than we understand th«n. The study of our favors, 
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our caprices and even our insults has since become 
part of every public niiiii's education in particular, 
and a stombliug block to Latin-America in general 
I was myielf, that evening, fldmply an eaaUy pleased 
foreign wofman, sapping at the Palace for the first 
time, not too hard to talk to, and qtdte willing to 
trim the wick of that dimly liunung^ lamp in whose 
uncertain light what is now classically known as the 
''Mexican situation" is regarded. In Washing^ 
Oalero was to discover that easy and pleasant assnr- 
ances, rather than dfiuigreeable facts, are what suit ns 
temperamentally whiere Mexlico is .conjcemed. lit 
gave them to us in abundance. When Washington 
would periodically adc how soon peace and prosperity 
were to be restored in Mexico, he would answer in a 
few well-choeen, condliatory wtardB, which always had 
a sooth inp: effect. On his return from Washington 
he was, however, quite desperate about the situation, 
and he made a completely rev^atory speech in the 
Senate Chamber concerning his ungrateful missieit 
''Whoever/' he cried, '^rill be called on to discharge 
the delicate duties of Mexican Ambassador to 
Wa^hinj^on, must array himself in a domino and 
cover his face with a mask, if he would try to main- 
tain the 'almost lost reputation of his govern- 
ment. . . J* 

The climax of the evening? was the ringing of the 
Campana de la Independencia, the '^Liberty Bell" of 
Mexico. Never in all its history since the night of 
IdlO had its ringing been so significant as when 
President de la Barra stepped out on the little bal- 
cony, and, raising bis hand, pnlled the hanging cord 
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while its rather toneless sonnds filled the PlftMU^ It 
was to nng in a new order, to herald a new day. 

Bhoi'tly afterwards, being the only lady of the 
American Embassy present, the Prendeut asked me 
to join him on the balcony. For a few vtrange mo* 
ments I found myself gtandlng between him and 
Madero. I was suddenly and acutely conseiona of the 
eoiuidete psychical (livn-iireiice of the two men, but 
this teeling panned as i fouuti myseli'luukin^ down on 
something more impressive, more touching tiian any- 
thing I had ever beheld before/— an Indian people ex* 
peetant of redemption. 

Soen from above, the crowd prceented a atrange 

appearance in the light that literally balhtd the 
Plaza. Tens of thousands of peaked tints were seen 
at an oblique angle, lighter than the shadowy faces 
under them, aptnmed to the balcony. 

The toweiB of the cathedral and the facade of tiie 
8agrario were onHined by electric lights, as well an 
the Palace and the houses and portales surrounding 
the other two sides of the Square, whose trees and 
bushes were either of the inteusest black, or of a 
trembling whiteness aa th^ canght the light Hvge^ 
Bpray-like green and red and white fireworks con- 
tinually illnmined the sky. 

The ^^Redeemer," whose garments I was touching, 
stood looking down upon those he had come to save, 
and I think at that moment he had no doubt of his 

*It was twenty minutes before midnight, according to the legend, 
that on the 15th of September, 1810, tiHe priest Hidalgo rang this 
bell hanp^g in the cyiurrh of Dolore«», a little town in the state 
of Guanajuato, calling patriots to fight for Liberty and inde- 
ffBdsme. la 1896 wltii grtst pomp aad aomBoaf, tUs wbw baQ 
was hroiik'Jit^ to the capital, and hung where it now is, abofaaM liHte 
««trai bakoaj of Unb Palaoe loolung out on tbe Zoealo. 
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complete competence. The smile was gone fi'om his | 
face^ though there wa? a strange hiilliancy about 
his ^yes aa he looked fixedly at the awajingi sop* 
pliant masi of hmnaidfy. Uanallj ao loqnacioiia^ he 

was suddenly silent, hla white-gloyed hands twitched 
slightly as he held the iron railing of the little bal- 
cony. What President de ia liarra tliought, I know 
Bot^ Hia face, too, was very pale, and the light 
eavg^t tlie colors of hia red and white and green , 
aaah. WaTe-lilce aoonda came fimn the crowd. ' 
dependencia," "Mesdco," «Madero," ^'Libertad,'* i 
"Balvador,'* **de la Liaira/' could be distincraished, 
though mostly it was bat an indeterminate expi'es- 
aion of human hope and the strange rustling sound 
of crowds. Above it all the old bella of the cathedral 
rang ont, and a few minntea later came the deafening 
cannonading of the salutes. 

The raiii !iad loug Hince ceased. Immense and Ml- 
liant constellations scarcely dimmed by the fireworks 
and the electric lights, shone in a sky of deepest blue, 
with those strange, terrifying spots of infinite black 
one finds in tropical heavena As I tnmed after a 
brief, awed moment, to go back into the glaringly- 
licrhted sala, I brushed against Madame Madero, 
standing at the window-sill. She quickly slipped into 
my place, her smalli daridy-clad form outlined against 
\ the brilliance <tf the Plaza lighta * . . 

Nerer had I seen the tools of Fate so near tiie 
human clay. The Potter's hand, too, wa^s viisibly 
reaching out. 
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Fontr— PMritet Uatoo Mm Hii Oifh of Ofllno OnrnMinilug 

In Pari% yean afterw«id% I omoe Mid to Mr. de la 
Bam: 'fEnowing that the popularity of Maden> 

was on the wane, and bein^ convinced of his complete 
tmpreparednea^ lor guveiiunent, did you never think 
of remainmg in office on the fioertiata principle, 
'that the law is not Tiolated if the eoimtfy be aayed' 

Mr. de la Barra: '*It would haTe been impoaaible; 
It was neceaMTy, in the state of mind In which tiie 
counti^ found itself, that Madero be *tried out/ other- 
wise it woxild have been Hnid Lhat had he had a rhaiiee, 
lie could have eBtabliAbed a perfect democracy in 

Mexico. It waa a case of BcjUa and Chaiybdi^ and 
Mexico was wrecked on both. No man could have 
steered contrary to the Maderieta tida The in- 
auguration was set for the 20th of November, but 
I fell it wisier to hasten the event. I therefoi*e asked 
a committee of fiieuds in the Chamber to advance 
the date from the twentieth to the aixth of iioe month. 
I alao arranged to leaTO Ihe conntry the evening of 
that same day, accepting the miseion to Italy, to re- 
turn a somewhat belated thanks fur the sendinpr of 
the special Kalian Embassy to the Centenary celebra- 
tions. I l&ad promised the country to leave the Presi- 

187 
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out from the exdtement and potentialities of the 

( Tovvd. Madt ro liad uul called out the soldiery, wish- 
ing, as he siiidy to show his conlidence in the people. 
The confusion, naturally, was indescribable. Eyea 
the band of the Presidential i&iiaid was scattered and 
the trombones sounded from one ride and the bn^es 
from another. It was the Mexican people in the full 
enjoyment of a change for the worse. 

"Now I can put evei-y thing straight," Madero said, 
with a childlike smile to a forci^ minister on le^ 
ceiying his congratulations at the Palace. Donbtlesi 
at the moment he saw himself leaning down from a 
cloud of glory, dispensing happiness and security to 
each and eveiy Mexican. Had he been a bad man, 
but a clever one, with his feet on the earth and some 
knowledge of statecraft, according to Machiavelli, 
the histoiy of Mexico wonld haye been different Hia 
yery virtaeSi so mnltiple, so apparent^ so confound- 
ing even, meant her ruin and his own, and that 
incompetent, 8hort, squarish hand of hib, so freely 
used in gesture, was the predestined instrument of 
catastrophe. . • . 

Mj last sii^t of Mr. de la Barra that day of 
Madero^s inauguration was as he stood on the rear 
platform of the special train that took him in the 
afternoon to Vera Cruz, whence he was to embark for 
France. 

The crowd and disorder at the station was even 
greater than that aronnd the Chamber of Depntiea 
in the morning, and it was with dlMcnlfy that the 

official world got through the waiting thousands. 

Mounted ]K)li( e had been at last called out; even they 
had trouble in keeping a space free for the passag*^ 
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of the motors and carriages. The ex-rresidenti with 
hiB Qsaal pimctualityy was the fint to arrivei accom- 
panied 1^ his wife and childien. The Corps Diplo- 

matiquey already Uier^, proceeded to make thdr 

adieux to Madame de la liana in her flower-filled 
compartment. She was smiling, and doubtless very 
ha[)pj to be safely descended with her husband and 
children from thoae dangerona heights whereon is 
placed the Mexican presidential chair. 

Then a long, yerf long wait occnrred, which I spent 
sitting on a pile of boards in company with the Ger- 
man Minister, who was ven' pessimistic as to the 
eventual outcome of "so much legality" in Mexico. 
^'Yon will intervene in the end,'' he saidL The French 
secretazj^ M. de Vanzy was more optimistic, and what 
lie was fond of calling ^^a dtoocratie int^grale'^ was 
indeed in apotheosis, llr was even nnraoved by jokes 
concerning the faiTxius unuiJened saciis of votes we 
had seen at the Chamber of Deputies that morning^ in 
the Protocol office, — corded, sealed, bearing naively 
the evidences of their origin^ ^Goleglo Electoral de 
Torreon,*' **de Gnadalajara," "de Ohihnahiia,'' etc., 
whose numbers were to forever r< maii) a secret. He 
did allow, witli an unavoidable smile, that it wnnM 
hare been wiser to remove the bales, or at least their 
tickets, from the cold foreign eje. 

^lood and Sand'' had played a not nnimportant 
electoral rdle in varions localities, large votes having 
been cast for favorite bull fighters. 

The confusion, even on the safe side of the picket, 
continued and the screams of the wife of the Spanish 
Minister, separated from her daughter in the momen- 
torn of the "democratic int^grale," made a little 
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change in fhe mmoUmy <tf the long wait The Ja]^ 
aneae Charg6, always actiye and practicali fonnd and 

restored tliem to each other's arms. 

Madero, though luiturally oonrteons, did not \m- 
seas the crowning ^^politeiifie des rois" ajui waa gen* 
erallj late eyeiywhere. At length, however, the 
familiar awellini^ moh-lihe cry aroa^ faint then al* 
most deafening, and we knew that the '^Bedeemei^ 
^vas approachiag. He appeared on the platform, still 
smiling that probably uninterrupted wiile of the 
morning, bowing right and left, and an expression, 
rather toacMng, of happinesa and aatiafaction dis- 
tf ngniahed his whole being. He was still on the dinif 
heights of his wish and hope. I vemmb^ thinWag 
suddenly of the old Provengal proverb: ^'God keep 
thee from the she w olf and from thy heart's desire/' 

He was accompanied by his wife, two red spots of 
excitement on her usually sallow cheek% her eyes 
▼ery bright, and by General Paacnal Oroico^ the 
^litary genins'' present at all determining mo* 
ments of Mexican history, true god of her machina* 
Even Madero, frankly and sincerely ^inti militarist, 
could not exorcise his presence at that moment of 
complete '^egality.'^ DonbtlesSi too» he preseryed 
some secret sympathy for his comrade, s^ in the 
pleasantly irresponsible position of ^^revolntionaria^ 
No one was going to ask Orozco to divide up the land, 
or harry him about the budget. 

Concerning the military genius, a more inevitable 
and essential figure in Mexico than a President, aad 

' TTio privnto secretnry of the unalphnbct bandit rr^^rntly come to 
power is abo another ineiritable figaie of anj Meii c aa draoay 
oi bim another time. 
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whose spri ICS will persist tlirouj^h revoliuifMiary 
eons, becomiug extinct only when, as an orgamsin, 
it finds no food for iU being, I would like to quote 
Frandflco Bnlnefl, who knows his Mexico as he does 
his donbtlen empty pockets. Nearly fonr years ago 
he predicted that Obreg6n, Carranza's "military 
genius/' wouki one day be President. 

The following bird's-eye view of the history of 
military geniuses in Mexico will be enlightening to 
tihose few who desire to be enlightened as to Mexican 
political arcana: 

'♦General Guadalupe Victoria, the hero of the war 
of Independence, asyociaLed with General Banta Ana, 
revolted against the Emperor Iturbide and won the 
supreme power by means of a military coup. Another 
Independence hero, Qoneral Vicente Gnerrero, car^ 
ried his revolt agflJnst Preaident Victoria to a ane- 
cessfn] termination. G^nal Anaatasio Bnstamente 
in turn ousted General Guerrero from the presiden- 
tial chair by force. General Santa Ana, the next 
military genias, by means of a military coup over- 
threw Frealdent Bnstamente in 1832 and again in 
1841. Santa Ana's great friend. General Mariano 
Paredes y ArrUlaga, \n his capacity of military 
genius, betrayed him by iiu aiis of ;i military coup and 
General GjibnVI Valencia retaliated by overt in ning 
Paredes y Arrillaga to reinstate Santa Ana^ who re- 
turned tram exile to reasaome the power hj Tirtne 
of the Gnadalajara eonp executed in his ttcm. Gen- 
eral Ignado Comonfort, the military genius of the 
Plan de Ayntla, was loyal to President .Tuau Alvarez, 
but General Manuel Doblado, romoufort's associate, 
initiated the revolt of San Luis Potosi, and President 



i 

144 INmiATE PAGBB OF MEXICAN HISTORY 



Alyares piudenttf withdrew to his eatatee in the 
sovth. General Felix Zulnaga, Intimate friend of 
Comonfort, betrayed him through the Tacnhaja eoiip, 

and General Mi^^u ] Miramon, a Liiiiiant militarj 
gPTihi.s, turiief! afraiiisl Ziiluaga, and overthrew him. 
Ji the French had not appeared in 1862, General Gou- 
aales Ortega would have carried out a rerolt against 
President Benito Jnhrex. General Porfirio Bias, the 
military genius of 1869, launched hia Plan de la 
Koria and would luivi' unquestionably overthrown 
Juarez had th*> Intter not been called to his final 
accounting on J ul y 18, 1872. As the military genios 
of the day. General Porfirio Diaz was able to carry 
ont hia conp i^nst President Sebastian Lerdo de 
Tejada and by this means ultimately became Prad- 
dent in 1876. General Bernardo Reyes, converted 
into the military jrenius of the day, prepared to re- 
volt against General Diaz, but his courage failed him 
at the critical moment and he fled, leaving the 
apostle, Francisco I. M adero, heir to a carefully pre- 
pared revolntion. Pascnal Oroaco^s flaming sword, 
or, to be more exact, his flaming rifle, won the victory 
for Mndcro, thereby earninjr^ him the title of military 
• gcuiuH niiil the subsequent obligation of revolting 
against Madero. The 'Apostle* was saved by 
Hnerta's sword, and his victories over Orosco pro* 
claimed him the military genins of the day. Hnerta 
following historic precedent, betrayed MaSero and 
permitted the latter's ReyiHta or FelieiRta enemies to 
put liim to death. The military genius, Villa, be- 
trayed Carranza, nnd in the natural order of things 
Obregon will be obliged to betray his chief." 
This> too^ has fulfilled itself, and the Mexican ship 
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oiT state is pntting out on one of its periodic voyages 
into the political Mare rtriiotuin, in whicb^ alas, more 
reefii Uian ilappjr L^l< s are found. ' 

Pascval OnxMHiy fttanding, Norember 6^ 1911^ on 
^liat rear platform In the ftuit>falling tropical nighty 
WW a lineal deacendant, unbroken, perfect aa to type, 
erery military genins nin e the early days of 
}!klexican Independence. Huerla, when his turn 
came, took up the aneceMdon without a differing fea- 
ture eseept the essential one of the interference of the 
United Btatea in Mexican politics, which haa ocea- 
sioued one of the craelest and longest fratricidal wars 
of history. 

How often Hnerta was to aay to the American 
CIiarg6; 

'OC did to Madeio only what he wanted mo to do to 

Diaz. How is my act worse than his?'' . . . 

The attention of that great crowd at the station 
focnssed itself finally on the rear-platform of the 
special train, where> enfolded in the transient and 
beantifol tropical half-light, stood in hi^ and com* 
plete relief, President Madero, on his right ex- 
President de la Barra, on his left Orozco, the "mili- 
tai*y genina^' Mr. de la Barra, international^ anave, 
amilingi immaculately dressedi showing no evidence 
of the diffiiciiltiea of Ida months of office, waa entirely 
the di]il()iiiat departing on a foreign mission, in the 
r-Ti jnvijK Tit of a *^elle gare." Orozco, in nniforniy 
towered head and shoulders aboTe hia two com* 
paniooa. Abont him waa the nsoal qnlet asanrance of 
all ancceaafol Mexican rerolntionista. He waa of the 
northern ranchero type, ptt>minent nose^ high cheek- 
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bones, and a dark mnatache eoyered a crael, deto* 

rained mouth. An American who knew Orozco well 
(iescribed him to ine as tall, raw-baned man, ite- 
rant and dreamvy bat really belovorl by the Mexican 
people of the Northern Btates^'' This dirergenee of 
opinion shows how diiftciilt is the analysis of snj 
Mexican situation. 

Between these two men stood the President of a 
few hours. His broad, speculative forehead showed 
very wliite, and hin rye?; and beard qtute black as the 
light began to fade. The morements of liis head had 
grown antomatie ; he had been bowing nninterrapted- 
Ij since he left his house in the ^rly morning. His 
smiles was irremovable. He was, with Gemml 
Orozco, to accompany the ex-President to the next 
stationi Villa de Guadalupe. Several times he raised 
his arms and attempted to speak a f^ words, but 
nothing could be heard for the load ^Myas'' of the 
crowd, sounding from fences and trees and cars on 
the sidings. I \\ as suddenly overcome with nadness, 
as in the pale blue night that had fallen the train bear- 
ing ^^el Presidente Blanco" moved slowly out of the 
station to those hoarse, continued plaudits^ leaving 
the Indian woild to darkness and Madera 
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PART THREE: FRANCISCO 1. MADERO 

8AN PBMO« OOABUIT A: OCTOBER 4, 1 873 — MBXICO OIT: 

FBBRUA&Y %2f I9I3 

^*Ont man with m dream at pleatiire 
Shall go forth and conquer a crown.** 
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"One man with a dream at pleasure 
Shall go forth and cont^uer a crown." 

. CHAPTER XIII 

Mnieo^ Ib Hw Fwomi df BodamptloiL. Tte Entry of Ot 
"IMali" Into iba MedMB JeroMOem— HSi Tint AppatnuMe 
OB tbe IntenuitUNial 8tag» at » Diaaar at the Genaan Legatiaii 
»Tbo Genentioa Aecording to Hia FM of fha Twaafiatli Ooi- 
tnrr "BedaaaMv itf Maiiaoi." 

Few men are cpreat of themsclyes alonei mostly 
fhey are reckoned 00 because their qualities have com- 
Mned sacceMfnlly with events. Fewer still owe aU 

their greatness to events. Such an exception was 

Madero. 

When I first set foot on Mexican soil, May 5, 
1911| it was electrically charged, there was a tingling, 
a bussing in the air, something nnezplained yet ter* 
ribly potential seemed at work. All ^es were tdmed 

to the **Magnetic North," where a small-statured man 

of un picturesque and thrifty antecedents, with bulg- 
injr forehead, flatteued nose, black beard, sallow sldn, 
and burning eyes, was combining in his single nnder- 
sised person the triple r61e of prophet, Messiah and 
apostle. Even these r61es did not overtax his powers. 
Unlike the prophets foretelling the destruction of the 
Temple, he eried that he had fDinid ;i (juarry from 
whose shining stones new temples, automatically, 

140 
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without way tweat of tho brow, were to be rslaed. 
Unlike the MeMdab be did not profeM tbat there muat 

always be humble and great Unlike the apoetles be 
pioinised iieheb iu this world to each and every OMi 
It was all more than life-size. 

This contagion at fancy spread swiftly, OTerpower- 
ingly, not confining itaelf to Mezicane alone. Efen 
the proferbial, cold-^yed foreign inveetor, who oni^t^ 
according to the laws of contagion, to have been im- 
mune, svas seized with it, its first symptonifcj being a 
sort of political myopia. From the visible Mexican 
world, which, like all things human, was composed 
of both good and Ul, waa to ariie a state compoaed 
of good alone. It was all anti-biatoric, anti-philo* 
eophic, againet experience, against good sense, 
agcihist public and private interest, and yet it pre- 
vailed. No one looked towards the Maderista glare 
without being blinded . . . 

Wandering about Vera Cms in that thid^ soft 
idg^t, scented by unknown flowers, shot !^ reflections 
of dim, bslMiidden lights, cat here and there by nn* 
familiar silhouettes who were talking in voluble 
and strange accents, I had a consciousness of 
bt iim indeed in a foreign land. To it all was added 
the thrill of the nutgnetic potentialities of a nation 
abont to be regenerated ; and though the i^neratton 
as far as we newcomers were concerned was mani- 

fested bj tales of dynainited bridges, cut water mains, 
broken telegraph lines, and sudden changes of prop- 
erty unrecorded before the law, it did not dispel the 
iUnsion. The Mexican indi^dnalty and nationally 
is able to pnt something mysterious into his most 
ordinary and indifferent acts, and at this moment 
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commoniilace aDd vtnpid destroctioii was aareoled 

in redemption. I even thought of the majestic pro- 
nouncement that our own state **was concoived in 
wars, born in battle and sustained in blood " and 
ej^ectantiyy in an imaginative and aomewhat bypno- 
tiled staU^ I took aa it were ^^woven iiaces^ np the 
gorgeonSy acented road^ from Vera Cn» to Mexico 
City, where the gifts of Mother Earth, from orchid 
aud coffee to pine and wheat, biiow themselves 
rangi'd as ou shelves. At last T found myself en- 
veloped in that glittering^ thinly-spnn air of the 
Flateavy maglCi auggeetiTey beantifnL 

And enchanted, I oitmd into that conntry of 
illusions where easily ^*one man, with a dream at 
pleasure, coidd go forth and conquer a ct-o\\ n." 

The first things were disappearing without the last 
things having taken their place. But neither I nor 
anj <me knew it 

In defense or rather exeose of tiie ICaderista move- 
ment, we must allow that Providence chooses 
strangely diverse instruments of salvation for 
nations. One can never know. France was saved at 
one time hy a young virgin in glittering armor, on 
horseback, visibly inspired. Another time she was 
saved by a man of seventy-eight, wearing a gray busi- 
ness sail, gray sudde gloves and a slonch hat, a heavy 
white mustache completely concealing his mouth, 
which harbors a sharp though golden tongue. And 
his eyes were extraordinary. . . . 

Madero,. at the age of thirty-three~-the Christ age, 
as his diiEKriples often pointed ont — began his public 
life and teaching. He spent the first part of it a 
martyr in pri^un. Later he was a martyr out on 
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baiL His ^'Sucesiou Preaidenciar' was his gospel re- 
cording to biouBelf . He saw the past^ he saw Hie 
present; the fntnre, with which he was> nnfortonately 
for MezieOy exclmdyel^r concerned, was impenetraUj' 

veiled, lie was accontiianied in ail his detention >^ 
and on all liin jouiiievs by a passionate and resoliite 
consort, like himself small, incUective iu iier person, 
probably of superior will, but not an instnuneat of 
destilnj. She accompanied him as the ^%oldader&" 
accompanies her man in all HeziGan camnaigna. Sl&e 
in tliis quite true to type. 

A aiiivy wliich I have at first hand will illuptr^tte 
something determined and slijjhtly atavistic in her 
make-up. On being asked if she did not fear to travel 
in the ont-of-the-way places to which her hnsband'si 
destiny often led her, she pnlled a very long and very- 
thick hat-i)in from her haU saying (iuite aimply: 
"This vnU suflice/' 

Of Madero's initial sincerity no one has ever raised 
a doubt His honesty was apparent to every one who 
approached him; his lack of preparation for govern- 
ment was proven immediately he came to power. 

He did not liave tlie equanimity of soul iioressary 
for statecraft, nor the enemy for the qmVk doi isiaas 
imperative for goverxuucnt in Latin-American couix- 
tries or anywhere in fact One day when talking 
with Hr. de la Barra <tf the difflctdties fjl his ad- 
interim Presideocv he said to me with a look of 

comic t ion : 

**Tn my countiy it is essential that those in ]K)wer 
be able to judge swiftly, preserving at the same time 
some measure of personal serenity." 
" Madens on the contrary, was radi in aU his prom- 
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Ises. indiscreet in all he said, vacillating in all his 
Acts and paBsionately anreiiecting in all hia jadg- 
menta On the face of it, bad the natiiMi been uem, 
it would have been known that he was not the man 

to goverii Mexico. 

The first time 1 mw him was on the afternoon oi 
the 7th of June, 1911. In the early morning a tre- 
mendoQB earthquake had shaken Mexico City to its 
f onndations. Many looked upon the heralding of the 
'^Messiah'' in this manner as a faToring sign from 
heaven, — others had di»ul>t9. Later, standing in the 
motor (Ii awn up in front of our house in the Calle 
fiumboldty after bourn of waiting^ I caught a 
i^imiwe of a g^iaedy'pale, dark-bearded man in a ear^ 
liage, bowing continuously to right and to left His 
t]('])iirture from liin ancestral home in Pai i hr was 
one of the most remarkable human experieucts ever 
recorded. I'ersonal ovations such as no Csesar imew 
were proffered him. He could have walked oyer a 
corduroy road of the faithful from the Bio Orande 
to the Capital, had il been in the twentieth century 
note. Every town he entered was as a Jemsalem, 
and lie entered it literally to the waving of palms and 
the shouting of Hooannaa The dck were brought in 
on the backs of their families from deep in the coun- 
try — to be healed hy ;i possible touch of his coat- 
taiiSy or a glance of his eye, or they were laid on 
payements or roads over which he had passed. The 
entry Into Mexico Giiy was the least of it. He 
then, being human after all — ^was suffering from a 
sick headache brought on by excitement, and loss of 
Toice brought on by promises of eyerything to eyeiy- 
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ImmIj. He went to the hoiuie of hiB parents in tike CSalle 

Liverpool and collapsed for twenty-four hours. 

The next time I saw him was a I our Fourth of I 
Jnly celebration in the very banal setting of the Ti- i 
TOli EliseOy — ^Uke any picknicking ground anywhere 
biam bandfl^ confetti^ pink lemonade) besidee other * 
more exotic acceasoriee. In cornera were cock fijdits ] 
and games of chance. I was just leaving when I 
heard an approaching, swellinp:, moi) like cry. It was ' 
at last the apostle whom we had been expecting for 
two hours. The indistinct cries resolved themselves 
into ahonta of ^^Viva Madero^" "Viva el Inmacnlado/^ \ 
^iTB, el Xncormptilile^'' "Viva el Bedentor.'* I \ 
waited on the fringe of the crowd from whence I 
could see, standing by the table I had just quitted, 
the man who had but a moment before heard himself 
called ^'Redeemer.'' He almost immediately began to ^ 
apeak. Hia voice had a magnetic qnality, the flow of 
words was amooth, nnintemipted, hia geatnrea were 
rhythmic. I waa atiH in a half dream at finding 
myself in that stranpre and (rorp^eous land, and I ranie 
nwaj after awhile undor tlio sniri^estive intlueiK-eH of j 
that crowd and its master, whom I had at last seen 
at hia work of hypnotizing Mexico* I vaguely felt \ 
that the hypnotic state waa his normal condition; 
and certainly it waa extraordinarily contagions. 
When I ^ot home — I wondered, but not to any special 
( 1 was in Mtxit r>, in that country where the im- I 
probable is separated from the probable by a flimaler 
cnrtain than elaewhere^ where atavistic qnalities are 
always appearing and giving an unexpected torn to 
sitoationa. 

The iiext time I saw him was at the Gernian 
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HiCgation, von Ilintze being the first of the foreign 
xoixiisteni to gi?e a dinner at wMch lie and hia wife 

He was tlieii at liie hfliglit of hla populafily, tiie 
ad fnterim Praidency oi Mr. de la Bam veUeriiig 

him from the neccHsity of fulfilling his promises. 
Later, every promise he had ever made came home to 
roost, the political chicken coop being full to bant- 
ing, and he proved to have a rapadons, relentlen, 
impatient family of ringnlariy large dimenaionfl, 
aome memlwps of wMch were a good deal dererer 

^Diplomatie Darsi pafe 74 JnW 10th. 

BlgM tte OvBW iriiiM«r Ite int Ug 
tiMI Mii'lerOB making their d6but in official international life, were 
the 'clou' ... I found the large room rather full, with a hithprto 
UDsampled Mexican contingent. . . . Madero seen at close range, is 
small, dark, with nose aomeirhat flattened, expressive rather prom* 
inent eyes in fallow sockets, and forohead of the impractical shape. 
But all this eomnumplaceiMM is redeemed hj enpreaaion playing like 
HgMBiag Of«r ^ tballow, f Mtorate ftm tad bit ptoannt^ rmSj 
smile. He speaks French and some English, preferring the former, 
but lapses continnally into Spanish, his volubility being too great to 
brook a toreigu medium, auil he uses manj gestures. There was 
■omething about him of youth, of hopefphwae and personal goodness, 
but I couldn 't help wondering if he wtre fidag to Mgin tiM UltilUHII 
flSMt by slicing up the family cake. 

Madame Madero might be a dark type of New Enfflaad woman, 
with a hint of banked fires in her eyes. There is determinatUm fa tiM 
cut of her face, which is rather worn, with an cxprossion of dignity. 
Bhe. too, is snudl and thin and was dressed in an ordinanr, high< 
naeasd MMk and white gown, a nrwm 'pin stripe' wiA las noil 
modest of gold broaches fastening the plnin high collar. 

** (Later she was to show a fondness for heavy velvets, dark 
broeadesi thick laces and plumed hats, more fitting to something 
pMikMMlto and dominating in her temperament fbtm. to her smaU 
parson). . . . Madero told N. at dinnnr that no revolution had 
ever be^n carried through so cheaply from the standpoint both of men 
and of money. ... He sseawd lary arfHtariolli^ ecniidering thai ka 
was come to bring peace, and somewhat snspicioos of the XJnitad 
folates. N. suggested hip falling in with the views of the U. 8.. in 
the regulating of claims, and he said the following in French : ' You 
Aaisffieaaa uwmyw ast oa the presnmptSoa Uiat wo Mosieans aia 
alwavH in the wrong.' . . . This wns in nnswcr to N. *8 remark: 'Now, 
Mr. Madero, you are going to be President and I know when your 
Government gets in you iriU clear up all matters pending between 
tiia twa eoamafc"^. . . 



166 INTIMATE PAGES OF MEXICAN HISTORY 



tiian he— thoQi^ th^ had not been flinched out by 
destiny, except an acceeBoriesL 

His father was a spare, straight-featnred, chin- 
whiskered, dark man, with perliaps some Jewish 
blood, — ^who knows? But it was his graudlather, 
ETaiisto Madero, a singularly competent man of 
affain, who had laid the baaia of the tribal fortunes 
in Monterrey. It ia said that his death was caaaed by 
his dismay at finding liimself the grandfather of a 
MeHHiah. Naturally ronstruetive, acquisitive and 
prudent, he foresaw ruin and loss of all he had 
gathered together, though this was not to come 
abonty aa logic demanded, liy a preUminaiy diatri* 
bntion of the immenae Madero estates among the 
poor. When he died at Monterrey in the spring of 
1911, aged eighty-two, he left to fourteen children, 
thirty-four grandchildren and fifty-six great-grand- 
children, an fioneat name and a princely inheritance. 
Madero'a father waa also a akillfnl man of affairSy 
thongh less gifted. When I saw him, sarprlae at the 
stupendous turn in the fortunes of the clan had not 
di^nnrx ared. In his family he wns an affectionate 
autocrat. His children, after the amiable Mexican 
custom, kissed his hand and called him ^^paeito*' 
when greeting or taking leaTe of him. 

He had a rery Mexican way of looking about him, 
something strange and concealed lay in his glance, 
and what has been called ^'Mexican metluHls ' were 
well known to him. He, too, was a caieful, thrifty 
man j what he had he intended to keep. Whenever the 
land should be diyided, he wonld see to it that his own 
remained Intact. The blood of the landlord waa in 
his veins aiid in the veins of his sons, and neither Ue 
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nor they ever made the slightest atiempt to put into 
practice upon their huge estates the pnnciples of the 
Maderista revolutioiL They ccmtiniiedi after the cna- 
tom of their f orefiitheni^ to nae the half-endafed 
labor they controlled in the time^honored manner. 

Madero's mother was a womuTi of more than usual 
energy, who must have been liandHoiije in her youth, 
and her beai-ing showed a Tery natural pride in being 
the mother of a aavionr, a« well aa of nine or ten 
other more or less glorified ofliQ>ring. Snch was the 
<^em of David,'' the generation, according to the 
flesh, of thie twentieth-century "redeemer of >re3dco," 
and the apiiearance of a Messiah in that lamily was 
completely nnexpected. 

There was a patriarchal effect abont it all that was 
not, howerer, disideasing; the external picture one of 
dignified provincals not over-glYcn to mirth. Indeed 
the only one of them who could i rally laugh was the 
unfortunate Gustavo, a born **prolit(*er," an arch- 
itypal ^^rasta,'' witti a light in hia single eye, and few 
things hnman (of a sort) were foreign to him. He 
repeated to m^ (m one of the few occasions on which 
I saw Idm, Ms famous remark, that ^of a family of 
clever men the only fool was President,'* which did 
honor to Ills ])('[H|)ipncity, it not U> hi« tattle. It has 
been said i'.v many that Gn^tavo Madero was the evil 
genina of hia brother^ but Madero^s evil genins waa 
bom from within and nourished by his own qnalities, 
more Inexorably, more sequentially than any that 
conld have operated from without. He simply did 
not have tlio fr^vernmental virtues neci ssaiy to his 
positioni though he was essentially honorable, and 
profoondly respectable in the narrowest sense of the 
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word. QturtaTo was probaUy ndfiier of IlieiO ttiags, 

and he was very active. 

Such liguies appearing on the Latin-American 
political scene are viaiblj predeatiiied to yioient 
deatha. The hour alone ia bid* 

Guatavo Madero waa completely <7iiSeal (all tbe 
wiae were) about kia lyrother'a promiaea of free land, 
finding them also stupid and dangerous. lie told me, 
with that same light very briglit in his single eye, 
thp- pleasure-loving lipa of his amiable mouth some- 
what tifl^tenedi looking more ^^raata" tlian nanal in 
a brown anit and a red necMe and sometliing flaafajy 
I forget what it was, abont bis cnffa: '^e people 
won't get the land, they never do anywhere. It s not 
only in Mexico an foreigners seem to believe. And as 
a cry for developing social unrest, it can't be beaten/' 
he added, aomewhat treacheronaly to the Maderiata 
ereed. 

He waa ofganiier of the celebrated 'Torra," a aort 

of Mexican political **ring,'' but which has been less 
kindly descriliod bv one who was nor in it. as **an 
association of demagogues enlisted for the purpoae 
of terrorizing society and the enemiea of the govern- 
ment, replacing the fear of bayoneta by the tenor 
of moba.'^ 

The operations of this association necessitated the 
handling of a pjood clrMl of money in the bier w-ny of 
promoting business ventures, in the small way of 
paying the individual ruffians and incipient liberators 
compoalng the moba that shonted about Hie atreets^ 
and there waa a quantity of butteFod parsnips for 
intimate friends. Gustavo was also quite active in 
recomposing pditical shapes and shades in the 
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Chamber, and he wan periodically harried by 
opposing partiea to give an account of the 700,000 
pesos got by Mm from tiie Federal TreASUiy tor 
certain espenM of the ReT<dutioiL 

His derer and annwable nnde^ Ernaafeo Ifadeio^ 
wlio liaTing real gifts was doubtless often amions 
as to the linal family destinies, at last presented a 
statement^ sho'^'iiip: that at least nearly one of the 
seventy-two mUiions that Don Porhrio left in the 
Treasniy^ efen at that eariy date, f onnd its waj to 
Uie '^(ep^sister Bepoblic'' to the north* 

* Bujiog of amu^ mtmitioni and eauipinenU io the U. S.. .$1M^OOO.OO 
BoBonttimw of litw7«n In Nov Twk^ Widdngton, Baa 



Antonio and El Paao 53,nnn no 

Confidential a{rrn<«y in N. Y. City 6,uuu.(»0 

Confidential agency in Washington 5,000.00 

Confidential ageaey in San Antonio, TtBl 18,000.00 

Confi.lPTitirtl af^ency ik U Pmo^ TeiM 15,nnn.oo 

i'rvsH cninpaiga 12,000.00 

Sendjui^; cnyoya, journal and minor ea^eaaaa .«•«. 54,000.00 



lotel $319,000.00 
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CHAPTER XIV 



Madero Haraaguing an Enchanted Mob — HU Reliance on the World 
Of flpiilte— NofMm si BhilM «f tba VixgiA of QmMmgm 
Wifli fiofiom MadHO— ▲ Hint of Pwkoriu Gvarft— Tho Vk^ 
Prorita^ Joi6 Maria Piao 0aa>«a— Tho Alwajyt-Mal Ofllea. 

The home in wMch tiie Madero family lived was 
o& the corner of OaUe liTerpool and Calle B^lfn, 

entered by a small Bougainvillaea-covered vuiauda^ 
with a narrow hall openius: into a couple of large 
drawing-room% done up very uninterestingly, — not a 
book anywhere^ and the bric-M>rac evidently there 
becanee one cannot have 6tag6res or center tables 
wifJiont them. In the farthest room was a grand 
l>iauo, Augcla, the youngest of the two sisters, having 
real musical gifts and a chamiing, naturally-placed 
voice. 

Frwnawindow of this same hoose as I was passing 
by, one ciystal-alred mmdng, In those days just 
preceding his inangiirati(m, I saw Madero harangidng 

an enchanted mob of unshod but generously-hatted 
expectants. The scene was extraonliiiary. As he 
flnng down promises in that flowing voice of hi% 
they flnng up ''vivas^" and one woman with a baby 
at her breast and several, not mnch older, at 
ragged skirts^ was crying herself hoarse with '^esposo 
de Mexico," bridegroom of Mexico. The "esposo's" 
face wore a constant thougli mobile smile, liis eyes 
were frequently turned upwards, his gestures were 

lao 
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conHnnotia The trees were biwn wifh Iiidlaot, the 

Btreets crowikMi willi others b aring banners stamped 
with his portrait in tfie hardest of coloi-s, the iuky 
black of tho heard espeeially spotting the bine sky 
against which th^ floated, and theire were litho* 
graphs of like mannfactuie nailed to sttcks. 

He p resen ted a g:enera] whose name I eoold not 
catch, a rather flashy-looking man, stouter than Mex- 
icans nsually are (he may possibly luivc had an 
early chance at the flesh-pots), weanng a good deal 
of gold braid and a biuidoller full at cartridges. 
EYidentl J nobody wanted to see the accessoiy instni- 
ment of refeneration, for the crowd ignored 1dm and 
continued to shout "Viva Madero." There was all the 
joy of antifipation on both sides. Within two years, 
it^ebruary, 1913, this being October of 1911, the house 
was burned and sacked by what the newspapers of 
the mmnent styled fnria pcqjudar.'' On retoming 
to Mexico City I was to ilnd it a mass of charred 
walls, roofless, windowless, swallows flying in and 
out of it, and, lookiiiir at it, very natnral thoncrhta 
concerning the inconstancy of popular favor 
awakened within me. Since then I haye come to fed 
(and not without anguish have I sloni^ed off the 
more radical convictions of the former woman) that 
I would rallicr put uiy failh in princes than in 
crowds. There is .sinnething formless, elubive, irre- 
sponsible and completely destructive about the rabble 
that defies appeal. There is not even a thrcme-room 
to which th^ can ultimately be tracked and held re- 
sponrible; yon cannot assassinate them, and their 
judgmenU are idwa^a given in a blind rage of love - 
or hate. 
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Madero's faith in hm own predestination was 
bolstered up by what he belieTed to be manif estatioiii 
of extreme partiality from the spirit woiid. Team 
before, as a very young man consoltiiigf the plaxichette 
other young Dieii, he had, on asking what pi^ofes- 
s!on he should adr»pt, received the answer that one 
day he would be I'reaideiit of Mexico. This I have 
heard confirmed by a member of his family — who 
f oond it extremely dilftciilt to deal along the lines of 
faet and expediency with one who **hi addition to 
being illumined was also predestined." ll was in 
fact a coinliination impossible to handle. 

My husband going once to see Madero at Ghapnl- 
tepee Castle on affairs, found him in bed, ill of a 
ferer. On the little night-table Igy his side was a 
planchette of dark wood and many Mts of crumpled 
paper were thrown about. The visit was pursuant to 
ordern from the Ambassador to present a note con- 
cerning an urgent frontier matl( r. The sight of the 
planchette^ though not pertinent to the frontier, was ' 
certainly confirmatory of his reliance on the other I 
worlds when conducting the affairs of this. As for | 
Senora Madero, who was supposed to serve as her 
hUKliaiiil's medium and interpreter, I never myself 
saw her in tins role, nor heard anything beyond 
Tagne, unconfirmed hints of it I did accompany her 
on many occasions in the big Bens motor which was 
part of the presidential paraphernalia, to the Shrine 
of the Virgin of Guadalupe — ^and whatever the spirits 
to w hum she may have lent herself for the conduct of 
State aHairs, she was certainly capable of rapt 
and ardent supplications to the one Great Spirit 
Her passionate solicitude for her husband knew so 
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boiindB, and she was doubtleHs reu'l v tx> invoke any 
aid. Her small, tUin fig:in'e wiUi i(s head bowed 
before the silyer altar of the Yirgiii of Guadalupe in 
the dim Badlica, in and out of which oountleoi In- 
diana were coming and going, I ahaU not forget It 
is difficult to understand these apparent contra- 
dict it ►ub. Probably like all playiu*;^ ^y\f]\ great 
chances she was superstitious and propit uitocy. The 
Madero familj in their Tarioua ramificationa were 
qnite frankly Catholic* 

It waa at (he time of thia noraia to the Virgin of 
Guadalupe (March, 11) ill) that Orozco aunouuced 
that hr would sliortly be in Mexico City jiud would 
hang Madero to the largeat tree in the Viaza, Mayor. 

Oroaco^ aeeing where promiaea had led Madero, did 
not concern himadf to make any, but he treated Ida 
pilaonera ao well that they coidd be counted on to 
promptly swell the ranks of his followers. He 
had quite a season at Chihuahua that winter of 1912, 
when balls were organized in his honor and he danced 
with the firat and f^dreat in the town, alwaja dom* 
inating phjalcally with hia great height and broad 
ahoulders any gathering he attended. There were 
also rumory of Mr. de la liarra's iuiiiiinejil ioluru 
from Europe. In view of the fact that things had 
gone steadily from bad to worae^ many had begun to 
ai^ for the mncerity, good senae and tact of which 
^ Preiidente Blanco^' had given proof. 

Madero waa alwaya hungry for Tiaible signs of 
popularity. Unfortunately he went to the extent of 
mistakli];^' them for siini?=' of uatioual prosperity. His 
constant smile and his simple and natural manners, 
ao expreeeiye of hia innate faoneaty, were among hia 

I 
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best governriK ntal assets. But he did not know how 
to punish, neither was he quick to reward. Successful 
statesmen do both. He was completely, fatally 
amateurish, and whatinui needed was technical gov- 
emmental sklU. He had a natural antipathy to mili- 
tarism in any form, but in the end he was obliged 
to have recourse to the a nay to f=!ustain himself. 
The touching contidence in his people that marked 
the early days of his incumbency, when unattended 
he went abont hie presidential dntieSy was gradually 
inYaded by a hint, of Pnetorian Gnard. At the 
time of the revolt of Felix Diaz in Vera Cruz, 
October, 1912, he must have kuowu what everyljcxly 
else knew, that the Federal Government was sus- 
tained by force of anna rather than by the Tirtoee €i 
its President.. 

His natural habitat was tiie donds, which, when 
they parted, showed only a few dazzling peaks. The 
eteraal rocks of Mexican political personalism was 
what he was dashing against, and he had not the 
slightest instinct as to the whereabonts of the harbor 
entrance, nor could he use tiie c<Mnpasia Unfor- 
tnnateSy, instead of some private barl^ it was Hie 
^ . Ship of State that he was steering. 

He was, however, in a prophetic yet obB^nre way 
to utter a then unheeded truth, bat which in the 
years since has been testified to in blood and hunger 
and disease by the peoples of the earth: '^e first 
requisite for a country's prosperity is peace, not 
liberty." It was in October of 1912, not quite a year 
after his inancjiiration, on which aiis;]n'rions date 
Liberty had been the magic word, the "open sesame" 
to the Elysian* Fields through which the whole Meii* 
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can mdkm was to pass, lliat lie fmblicly prodaimed 

thiH. He added further, in advocacy of a bill for 
c*i unpulaory military serxii'e, "It would at^eia, if we 
juiige by the paftt hiatoij of Mexico, that it i& more 
difficult to preserve peaee whan liberty exists than 
when it does nof 

A word eoneenring tiie Vlce-Praddfinty Jos6 Maria 
Pino Siiarez, who was to share a few of Madero's 
honors and all of his misfortunes. He was a tall, 
slim, good-figured man^ dark-haired and miiatachedy 
with regular features and sore ^es. fle was reckoned 
of about average inteUigence^ making a not too ahowj 
Uning for the Presidenlial cloak, wbicb Madero was 
rarely tempted to ilap back just to show what it 
looked like inside. Ilis political gestures scu iii (ohave 
been of tlie imitative order, and he spent much time 
with GustaTa He wa% too, after his way^ a dreamer 
of dreams, and had produced several volnmes of 
unimportant poetrj. 

The only resemblance between the office of Vice- 
President in Bfexiro :in<I in the TTnited States is 
the name. One is as the violet mostly bom to blush 
unseen and unsung. The other, in the arena of Mex- 
ican peptics, resembles those nnexploded bombs 
picked up for souvenirs on European batHefldds. 
They always go oil'. 

Of Pino Snarez* wife T onlv vairnrlv remember an 
amiable smile, a stoutish silhouette, and some anxiety 
as a hostess, thouc^ this was perhaps only as regards 
foreign ladies. Her tea-table I well remember, of gilt 
and marble, nnder the strong light of a central 
chandelier of pressed brass. It was laden with an 
unusual number of painted and beribboned boxes of 
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tx>xiboii8y and there were magenta bows on ratber atlii 
bouquets of loud-colored flowers. She was snr* 

rounded by relatives — ^madre, comadre, madre- 
poHtica, hermauas, tias and primas. She had, too, 
jnauy cliildren. In the hallway was a large hahy 
carriage, the kind for twin% or children whose ages 
vary 1^ bat ten months^ as often happens in Mezica 
Th^ all inhabitated a big and draughty house In 
the Paseo de la Reforma, furnished throughout in the 
style of many ^'Luuis" run together* **Kpoca de un 
LoiSy pero cual yo no se." 

When this rather colorless person, Jos^ Maria 
Fino Snares, according to the strange and arbitrary 
Tallies Fate places on the actors in any State tragedy, 
became Madero^s running mate, he became also one 
of the elements of his linal puliiical unpopularity. 
At the moment of the elections the streets resounded 
to cries of "Pino — no — no — ^no,'- in cadenced but dis- 
pleased accents. He had been an obscnre editor of an 
unimportant Tncatan newspaper, and it proved 
entirely snperflnons for Madero to have gone so far 
to get him. ITowever, insignificant as his role was in 
life, from all time Fate had destined him to be the 
companion of Madero's last hour, and to Ve with him 
in death. There is little else to be said of Jos6 Maria 
Pino Snares ezc^t, '^peace to his sonL" He has 
bnt gone where all mnst go. 
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CHAPTER XV 

Mateo Dwdling ilie TTdglifti Tbe TmsM of Ohopidl^poe— Tho 
F^fnadd of liie Sm at flon Joaa Teotttaiiiwm My IWwoll to 
Pnritat Miidoio. 

I hare gone into detail concerning Madero'fl ante- 
cedents and cbaracter reacting to enTironment^ be- 
cause withont some knowledge of them Mexico's 

situation to-day is not diagnosable. The act ual events 
of iiis incumbency, lasting not quite sixteen months 
and found in any chronological table of the period, 
are less enlightening. The weakness of the instni- 
ment which finally destrc^ed so strong a thing as 
the Diaz Government reveals the presence of some 
esseniial dissolvent in the nation. The eliminadon of 
this very active element, for permanent racial and 
dimatie reasons, will probaUy never be entirely 
accomplished, and in any theories (or facttf) con- 
cerning government in Mexico must always be taken 
into acconnt 

Madero came and went a sort of MexifNiTi Pied 
Piper. The nation abandoned every usual oeeupation, 
every visible responsibility, every normal activity to 
follow him, and it was to the aSyss. To the Teiy edge 
of it he preserved his own iUndons. His great card 
was ^egalitf*; it must always win. As the French 
Minister said, lie was *'more convinped of his rif^hts 
than Lonis XVI, more persuaded of his legitimacy 
than Louis XVIII." He played this card till no one 
knew if it were an ace or a two-spot. 

167 
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I nearij always aaw Um on aome height^ genemllj 
on fhe terrace (tf the Gaade of Ohapultepec Tie Mil 

of Chapultepec, crowned hj the castle, is a small, 
Btraugely isolated eminence, so situated tha^ ea^, 
west, north or south the irideacent liin of the iucam* 
parable Talley of Mexico is eyeiTwhere viaible tgainat 
a datmlfag akj> The rsSlej ia so eacliaiitfiig, 00 
bewitching in the shifting beanty of its light, that 
as one looks upon it the struggles of the dark and 
pas8ioiiat(^ race whose heritage it is can scarcely be 
taken into account. 

Madero^ lining on those heights^ was snspended 
bodilji as well as apiritnaUy, above the reaUiatioii of 
hnman needs and hnman means to their alleviatzon. 
The vague desires in his breast for general peace and 
individual hajijunesd for Mexicans seemed already 
realized as he looked on that encantatory prospect^ 
which was his on awakening, his at night» and com- 
pletely exorcised realities. 

Once I stood with him on the top of the Pyramid 
of the Sun at San Juan Teotihuacan, whore his geo- 
graphical and atTiH)sphcric enviidiiment also cor- 
responded perfectly and fatally to his psychology. 
This was on the 28th of February, 1912. Within the 
year almost to a day, he was sleeping in the French 
cemetery of Mexico Olty. 

The solitary eminence on which we stood put every- 
thing in a miracfe-like, dr ludinp^ perfapective. and we 
were enfolded in a dazzling ambiance. ITonneriy on 
the i^pex oi the pyramid there had been a splendid 
temple containing a gigantic statue ot tiie Snn, made 
of a single block of porphyry, ornamented with a 
heavy breast-plate of gold. There now was Madtio, 
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for a slioi't time, at least a half-god viewinpj from 
the great heijjbt the kiD^doin <!;i\rn into his keepin^.^ 

His expression waft soft and speculative as tie gazed 
abofut IdniL He ieemed strangdj reiiia?ed from the 
difflcnltiee of Idft rituatioii, lifted abofre tfaem ae he 
was above the ahining plain; but in the city^ glittep- 
ing iu the distance, intrigues aiid dissolving forces of 
all kiii'ls were at work asraiust him. The far and 
splendid hiUa towards which he was one day to try 
to flee^ were colored in cobalt and rerde antiqna It 
iraa the world of f ancy, not of laet 

With beauty so anprane and ao misleading fovever 

tli rowing its veil over the dark shape of events, how 
shall Mexican situations present their true forms? 
• And must natural beauty and political disaster for- 
ever go hand in hand in a land where Nature is more 
powerful than man? 

Madero would pace the terrace of Ohapnltepec, his 
unacquisitive hands behind hi in. his eyes vague as 
thev rrsifMl on the crvstalline rose and Mne of the val- 
ley and hills, Ms smile genUe as he thought his kindly 
thoughts. He used to wear a brown snit^ with a pea- 
eoek-blne hand*woiiked veati that sommer of 1911^ and 
he was doubtless still guite happy, Uylng within the 
world of his own benignant desires, confident in his 
'ancf 

The last tune I ever saw him or hia wife^ waa on 
that terrace. 

On October Sth of 1912, a few di^ before our first 

* ProTTi a letter from Mndnme l>f aivre^ liif« of tbe WtmA lOail^ 
tar to Mexico, piduriiif another scene: 

"AprU 21, IMS. 

"Yesterday T called on "^fn^^^mp ^Tnloro. T \vn^< f ^l 1 tli.if aho lived 
flOBipteteiy iiolatod* aban d oned by bar friends and treated with eon- 
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• departure from Mexico, I drove up the winding 
wa;jr in the white morning, flowers were shining sofUy 
along the embankment^ the treee were feathery, 
mwabBtantial, birds were flbigiiig. It miglit bate been | 
the road to Paradise Inatead of to the abode of care, i 
I found the President standing at the glasB doors, | 
l)ororo tlio «^rand stairway, alK)ut to gret into his motor : 
to go to the Palace for a cabinet meeting. The Vera 
Cruz revolt of Felis Diaz was then brewing, and was 
declared but a few daja later. He looked years (dder 
tban when I aaw him at the German Legation. lines 
were about his eyes, he seemed slightly puzzled, but 
the morning clouds of the dazzling day still enfolded 
him, and that implacable progression of Mexican 
erents was doubtless still as shadowy as the half re- 
membered iOgnrea of the dream of a nif^t 

After making my adienz to him I was riiown out 
on the Pompeian Court, where Madame Madero | 
awaited me, worn too, but still detenuined. . . . ' 
About us were the peifumes of the rare and lorely 

plete indifference by the Carrancistafl, who honvfor ttmtianm to «df 

themselves the * avenj^rs of the grent Rpostlp. ' 

**61i© received me very coldly and stiliiy, tliough with dignity* 
I imf somewhat surprised, but thmi^ H nas doubtless the proper 
•ttltBde of the wife of a martyr according to Mexican ceremonial 
At last, however, I understood her, when with vibrating voice and 
raised band, she cried out to me thai the European war was Ike 
mmiahinent of €K>d on the pei^lee who hid leeognizcd the traitor 
Huerta, Probably she held me personally responsible for France! 
Bhe is greatly to be pitied. 8be adored the unfortunate madman u^d 
new ehe ftuto bereelf ttlene^ abandoned, la her Utile wUkow'a nm^ 
fiM- v.ho once, cn-hrl in span^^led drosses, shared Lis irituiij'^is 
the castlo of Maximilian. She rnvrrl for quite a complaining 
in loud tones of tho United Staus, and above all oi the Americaa 
Ambasoador. She added, ' Chilet found one traitor among his twelve 
friendp; -my husband found many.' She seems still to identify him 
wiUi the i:>&viour. ' If he had remained in power the universal peaee, 
pteaehed Mm woidd new reign upon etrtlL' I thought to myidf 
bow ho had brought about a fratefiodal mr linttiad, bit it was art 
the mome&t to mentioB it»" 
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shmbs of the patio, the splash of the fount nin, the 
sinking of birds, the lustrous hills, the shining vol- 
canoes ; a crystal air enfolded us, closer t^aB haman 
toncliy but from beneath, from the reetleea dtf eome- 
tUxt^r diatnrbiiig arose, prophetic of the ■hifting will 

the Mexican people. 

I never saw either them again. 



OHAPTEBXVI 



Madera oo His White Horse Bite to His Boom— >Huerta Takes tite 
Leading B61e in the Mexican Brunar— The Fatal NigM tht 
SSnd «f FebniaiT— Til* GMag of th» Madeio Aet 

Madero was to believe in what his followers called i 
his <liick/' in what he hinuMlf thought his divine ! 
miMloD, to the end. He had a brief, trBnaeendent 
prestige in tiie Bepnbllc at a moment when he 

seemed to personify all national aspirations. Later 
tliere gronped tliemselTes about him men whos*^ 
passions, ambitLoaa and appetitee his high oBce \ 
enabled him nnconedomdjr to gratify, wiiile ^ 
people^ had lert than before. He seemed to have, ai 
it were, two souls, which were unknown to each | 
other and in no way dependent on each other, but in 
the void between them Mexico was lost. 

It was further hovne out by Madero how litdc 
practical use there la in a man's good intentions^ tke 
onlj tangible but insufficient merit being the ardor 
that prompts them. Be this as it may, a nation d 
15,000.000 beings became the snbjective feature of 
one man's houI, and not a single fact of nation^ 
existence had plnm in it. 

Tbe attacks of the Press,^ magnified and poIlo]a^ 

■ A detailed drawing of "The Last Supper," showing Madero to 
the place of Christ, Gustavo as Judas, and ciffwi other members of 

tbp Madoro family seated rl tut the tn!ilf\ was typical nf many 
offensive and dcmoliahing cartuoua. After their appearance the jnueh- 

m 
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ized the ridicuJuUii aspects of his person and his 
eiiviroiuuent, which lent themselves easily to cari- 
catme; the inconauiteDce of hia '^p^^tique"' with the 
principles he MbA ao londly ennndated; hia complete 
failure to develop his adminiatratiTe program eqnaUy 
loudly proelaiiiKM] uihI hia uui'xaiiipled lack of tact in 
lii» official and Hotiul relations partly expluiy til« ruin. 
Se waSy too, a ^^pathological case/' and would have 
preaented in the curiona duality of hia being, together 
with hia inaenaibility to facti^ a wide opportonity for 
ezperfraimt. 

^^ lint was, iut xorably, to happen to him in the end 
can be illustrated by two or three tragic and shifting 
pictures. 

On February 9, 1918^ without any aoitaUe aolid* 
tnde for hia aitnatton aa Piealdent, without any pru- 
dence concerning hia perion, he rode on hia white 

liorse at the head of a few hundred ni( n, uiostly only 
mounted police and Chapnlk'pee eaiiels, down the 
Pasco, through the Ayenida San Francisco to the 
National Palace. The city waa then in full revolnticm. 
When he paased through the Plaaa Mayor, he found 
it encnmhered with hnndreda of dead and dying. 
That saine day Huerta was made military com- 
mander of ihe city. The firat act of the Deceua 
Tragica had been played. 

On Saturday the 15th of February a aeeret aeaaion 
of the Senate waa held, the Miniater for Foreign 
AifairR, Don Pedro Laacurain preaiding. The Mex- 
ican sitnatiou was noisy by reason of tlie boaibard- 
mcnt of the city, delicate by reason of the fact that 
telegrams had been reeeived from Waahington reveal- 
ing the dedaion of the American Go?emment to aend 
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warahipe^ canTing land-forcea^ into Mexican watm 
For three days tiie 8eiiatoni endeavored to proem 

an audience wiili Mackro, but without success. Tht^' 
had in their pockets the followin^jr resolutions: 

First: That the President at the Bepublic be 
adyiaed, in yiew of the supreme necessity of saving 
the National sovereignly and restoring peaee^ to 
tender his resifiiation. 

Heoond : That the Mce-President do the same. 

Third : That a Commission be a})pointed to inform 
President Madero and Vice-President Pino Snares of 
the decisions the Senate had arrived at 

The Secretary for Foreign Affairs suggested that 
all the Senators then present betake themselves to 
the National Palace, to appraise the President and 
the ViVe-President of their deoimonR. This was 
uuammouslj approved, and the twentj-five Senators, 
accompanied by the Secretaiy for Foreign Affairs, 
went immediatdy to the Palace^ where th^ cooM 
their honorable heels for nearly an honr. Tiiey weit 
then admitted into one of the ante-rooms of the Prea* 
ident's office, when after another wait, they were 
^ally informed by Seiior Ernesto Madero that the 
President) only twenty minutes before^ liad left the 
Palace, accompanied General Garcia Pena^ to viflit 
the military positions of the Government; all this to 
the lively sounds of the bombardment of thi' (own by 
the troops of General Felix Diaz entrenched in the 
Citadel, and the Government forces scattered 
throughout the city. They beeou^t Don Ernesto to 
tell the Preaident of their decisions and to bag hian 
to render this last supreme service to the eountryf 
saying that his resignaiiuu at that moment could 
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but; redound to his own glory as well as to his coun- 
try's good. They even pointtJ out that it would 
entitle iiim to the gratitude of punteriry, which last 
notoriously causes few thrills in the human breast, 
and ia tmt riigbtly detenninatiTe of action. Their 
more potent and final plea waa fear of complicadoaa 
with the United States if peace were not immediately 
restored ; without it, national independence would be 
jeopardized. This they considered a danger which 
abonld influence all personal considerationa, and 
urged that the moat Intimate ii|^ta be aorrendered 
for the greater aaf efy of the countij* 

The Honorable Ernesto Madero flanked by tbe 
Honorable Manuel Bouiila, Minister of Public 
W orks, and the Honorable Jaime Gurza, Secretary of 
Communications^ having no authority^ and probably 
no deaire^ to accede to their demands^ the Senatora 
and the Becretafy for Foreign Aflaira finally took 
their leave. 

On Tuesday the 18th, the Senators were still hot on 
tlie trail of resignation, or as one of their writers 
more elegantly puts it, ^*they did not relinqoiah their 
patriotic pnrpoae.'' They were flnally, eaily on the 
morning of thia day^ recetred hy Preeident Madero 
who was, by that tline, under no illnalons as to what 
they wanted. But his reiterated answer to their 
demands was that he rr'])r( sented "legality,** and 
Strangely enough the "Apostle," the "Bridegroom of 
Mexico/' ended by saying that he ^wonld rather be 
the ruler of a people of eorpaee, <tf a nati<m in mina, 
than reeign.^ 

The twenty-five withdrew from the interview ( <>n- 
vinced that there was nothing to be done, — ^ia that 
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way. Thepf proceeded to the Militaiy Commander^ 
Hnerta. It is recorded that he ehowed no Yiaiblle 

ea^criicss, lhouj;h lie did not ^*thnee refuse a kingly 
crown." It was told biui, and I have no donbt but the 
words were pleasant in his ears, tiiat the alternative 
before him was fidelity to Madera^ or fidelity to the 
intereeta of the coimtiy. 

It la recorded that he aaid ywy little^ and eat w r y 
still. He let them, moreover, get as far as tfie door 
where it is also recorded thui )ie stopped them say- 
ing: "I, too, gentlemen, am greatly exercised over 
conditiiHia prevailiiig in the conntiy and in Mexico 
Gi1y« I cannot strike the blow that yon anggeat^ bnt 
I conld reftiae to i^co^se Prealdent Madero^ if 
directed to do so bj the le^slative and judicial 
bodiea. Confer with the men invested with these 
powers, and if the two bodies agree, I will consider 
the adTisabilily of telling Preeident Madero that he 
mnat at once resign.^ 

Upon this the Benatora withdrew, leaving Hnerta 
iu a state better imapned than described. The apples 
of the TTespeiides, — power, fame, activity, authority, 
consideration, gleaming in their golden beauty were 
within hia reach, the thinga all men deaire^ aare the 
aage-^and even he cannot deny their value. 

The Senatora retamed ahorCly, accompanied by an 
eager majority of the Justices of Uie Supremo ('uurt. 
All were worn out by the bombardment of the city, 
the national infelicities, and the evident incompe- 
tence of the chief ezecntive. Hnerta thereupon ^^con- 
ferred'' with hia oificmi. Two ai them did not agree, 
— General Felipe Angelea and General JO06 Delgada 
These he then quite simply excluded from Uie con- 
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jfei'cncp, and later still more sfmplv put midtr arrest. 

3But lie had what he needed lor his new-born pur- 
pose — the sanction of the legislative bodies. . . . 

Xater on Uiis aame morning of the 18th of Feb* 
niary, as Madero was seated with yarions membera 
of his cabinet in the Sala de Consejos de Ministros, 
Jin ornate room hnni? with yellow Iikh nde, its coiling 
embossed with the Imperial lleur de lys,* Lieutenant- 
Ck>lonel Biveroll appeared before him, and pnrsnant 
to ardera^ asked him on behalf ai the toiate and the 
Ajrmy for his immediate resignation. Madero listened 
to Colonel Riveroll in perfect calm, bnt as he finished 
drew his revolver and fired at him. He fell dead. 
Major Izquierdo, who was waiting at the door, rushed 
±Mkf and was also shot dead by one of Madero^s aides^ 
Oapiain Garmendia. The Praddenti who was a man 
of physical eoorage/ then withont hesitation pre> 
rented himself at the main entrance of the Palace. 
When he saw the armed force standing there he cried, 
**B[ere, Sefiores, is the President of the Kepublic/' 
There was silence. Cteneral Blanqnet ' in an elegant 

* This room bad further magnificent hangings of green broadcloth, 
held by maasive gold rnrt!??, nn 1 n thick carpet with corner designs, 
representing the natimtrd arms, iu the center wuu a splendid table>y 
•Bmanded by chairs, that of fhe President bearing a golden M^tew 
On the tiMr. ho^ides tlie leather portfolio in front of each chair, was 
a great ailver iniutand, oiiee the poMesaion of Maximilian, from whioh 
ttie Imperial «f«tli had hmm ntmA to be re^aeed by the letten 
P. N. (Palaeio Nadonal). Two fine Freaoh do«ki^ eaae alio hii 
propertr, tiok^^d out thin ofh^r historic bonr. 

'General Auroliano Biaiiuuot waa held in good repute bj eveiy 
Mat he served. Diaz found him loyal and eompeteal Hnerta, not 
ovor-trK"5tful of men, hri'l fnll rnnf limner in liim. Ilr ■'.vng of hnnd^'uno 
and rather noble proscncei in spite ot his mixture of blood, — sumo 
said he was a Zambo (a mixture of Xogro and Indian) , others that 
be was of tha msnal Mestizo blend. He was contained of ipeash, 
with n kinrl moiitli ainl soinothing brilliant in straight lonkincr eyeS. 
legend places him as a joung boy among the firing squad at 
QuMtCaw^ liuil fital 19fh al Jubs^ 1867, vta adBr ft sky af 
noMtaai aatiifgry IfaxifldUaaf ** ?f w* rff ff aad atoad "y**** iht 
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black nniform, with much gold braiding that set off 
his handsome late and di^iily of mien, revolver in 
hand, in front of his battalion, went towards him and 
having ordered that no ahot be fired| took him 
prifloner with hia ministenL They were all incar* 
cerated in the Palace. 

A foreigner of long Mexican experience said that, 
when the great bells of the Cathedral rang out to 
announce the fall of Madero, the news was received 
with undisguised aatiafaction by the inhabitants of 
thecapital. It was at noon of Fehmaiy 18th that this 
to<^ place. Accompanying tiie aonnda of the bella 
were new cries of ''Viva Huerta." That afternoon 
between five and six, against the richly-colored lining 
of that first darkness which follows the short 
cr^nacnlar beauty of the Mexican platean, Huerta 
and General Blanqnet showed themaelTea on the 
balcony of the Palace^ 

adobe wall lialf ^ny up the Cenro do Ins Cnmpanas. T knvvr him 
only during the Huarta regime, and Uie last sight of him reamiai 
with me, standixur ia M» gratnil^ imiforniy hit bresst ablaie witti 
decorattoBt, in front of Huerta 'a houM in ^ Calle AlfoBM 
Hcrrera. We had eome out through the patio after the ^^icrf^ing 
of the otarriage contraet of Huerta son, Victor. The morniog. 
diamoiid-diwtMt inteeribable in its abining beauty, wtm tlMit v 
the 23rd of April, the day of thp breakin<: ( ff of relations between 
the Unit»?d Stutes and Mexico. Huerta, clad in the celebrated gray 
sweater and brown slouch bat, had given me his arm, General Blaa- 
qoek had given his to the President's wife. Erect, ImDotaOfl^ Ui 
face ashine in the brilliant r.ir, hp hr!l hi^ hand at his cap aa we 
drove off. In 1918 he started to organise a revolt against the Car* 
mm regime, lasvteir Oalm in • aman tkUf witli fwir or iv« ftii* 
lowers. After landing on the beach between Vera Cruz and Tuxparo, 
and waiting for a few days for F^V't Dias, who had promised to 
meet him thore, Blanqnet and his ioliowers went toward the interior 
•nd met a anudl body of FeMdataai Thay wera aUaeM 1^ CSir- 
rancistas and most of them surrendered. Bliincupt triad to es- 
cape, plunged into a barranca and met his death frmm the fall. 
Oarnuxxa ordered hia fine old head to be expoaad on a pike bi VffS 
Ory,^gb«Pa tt ramafawd tdl aatare bad oblitaimtad both tts iom 
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Hnerta, "the military genius/' come into his ineyi- 
table own, cried to them : 

"Mexicans, bi*otlier8| there will be no uum fighting. 
Petce is here." 

Deafening Aontt of Hnartft^'* and 

Mexico," followed this pronouncement. 

As these iwo Tiioii Htood on the balcony, ex-Presi- 
dent Madero and ex-Vice-Preaident Pino Snares 
were prisoners in some sparsely furnished voooi% 
sdigfatl J above the level of the palace courtyard, before 
which constantly changing guards had been placed. 
And their days were numbered. 

Huerta had in the meantime sent ont the following 
manifesto: 

the Merican People: 

Tiew of the dllftcnlt drcnmstances under which 
the nation, and irtthin the last days the Capital of 
tiie BepuU^c have labored, in view it what I may call 
the state of anarchy dne to the incapable gOTemment 
of Sefior Madero, I hereby assume tiie eieentiTe 
power. Until the Chambers can meet and debate 
upon the present sitnaticm, I shall hold Frandsco L 
Maderd and the members of his cabinet, to the end 
that this point bdng settled, and erery effort being 
mate to nnite all minds in this historical moment, we 
ma^ all work together to reestablish peace, which 
for onr natkn is a matter of life and death. 
^^Isnied in the Execnli^ Palace, February 18, 1913. 
''The Oenetal Military Commander in charge 
of the Executive Power: 

lie also arrane^ed his status with the foreign 
missions by sending the following announcement fo- 
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the American 'AmbaMidori In Ub capacit^f of dean of 
the diplomatic corps : 

His Excellency the American Ambnmiador, 
Pieaent: 

<The Prealdent and Vice-Pfeaident of the BepnhUe 
are now in my power at the National Palace as 
priflonenu I troat that your Excellency will interpret 
thia act of mine aa the patriotic manifestation of a 
nian who has no other ambition than to aerve hia 
country. I beg yonr Excellency to acc^t thia act aa 
one which haa no farther object than to reatoie peace 
in the Bepnblic^ and to ensure the intereata of its 
children and thoae of the f oreignera who have brougjht 
ua 80 many benefits. I offer your Excellen<7 n^ 
greetinga and with the greatest respect I beg yon to 
bring the contents of this note to the attenUon of 
Hia Excellency President Taft. I also beg yon to 
convey this information to the varioua diplomatic 
Missions in thia city, 

"If your Excellency would honor me by sending 
this information to the Rebels at the Oindadela, I 
would see in this action a further motive of gratitude 
from the people of this Republic and myaelf towards 
you and the alwaya glorioua peqple of the United 
States. 

<'With all respect, I am, 

<<Your ExcellenQr*a obedient servant, 

**V. HmnerA 

'H^teneral in Chief of the Operating Army, and Mili- 
tary Commander of the Ciiy of Heiico. 
^Otfexico, February 18, 1918.** 

One can feel in these words the conciliatory, cau- 
tioua procedure of Huertai at the aame time Ua defi- 
nite settling down into the creaking Preeid^tial 
chair. 

The American Embassy ualurally, aulomaticallyt 
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was the center of activity. The Ambassador had been 
tirelew in his efforts to protect life and preseiTe what 
ordier was poflaiUe, the other plenipotentiariee cmsc- 
onding him in every way. The Cuban Minister had 

the cruiser, Cuba, in Vera Cmz harbor in read- 
iness to take away the Ex-President, the Ex- Vice- 
President and their families. 

It was arranfi^ed that at ten o^clock on the night 
of the 19th they idioald leave for Vera Gmz, accom* 
panied by the Onban Minister and an official of the 
Japanese Legation, where the parents of Madero had 
taken refuge. The arrangement was comnninicuted 
to General Blanquet, who approved it. It was im- 
possible to see Huerta, who was asleep and had given 
orders not to be disturbed. When finally informed 
of the arrangement he appeared oyer^pmdent^ eren 
nervons as to the safety of Madero, which he was 
astute enough to know would involve his dwii. He 
was not yet, he Buid, in a posit ion to guarantee suf- 
ficient protection for the tiip, nor to be responsible 
for the temper of the population of Vera Cms. What 
he doubtless really feared was that Madero, on his 
arriyal there, woidd raise a cotmter-revolntion. He 
decided, fatally, to keep him, for a while at least, in 
Mexico City. 

In the meantime the Ministers of 8pain and Cuba 
obtained permission to see Madero. He greeted them 
gratefully, hopefully. The Cuban Minister sub- 
sequently passed the night with him, as Don Ernesto, 
his nncle, had said that if he could have the pro- 
tection of the diploiimtic corps for that night, the 
dead center of danger would be passed. At one O'clock 
in the morning, Madero, spent with the anxieties and 
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fatigues of his situation, desired to rest. He pre- 
]>ared, in the ^^luom^- room, two beds niade of 
ckaii's, one for liimself and one for tlie Cuban Min- 
fjiteri Mr. Marques Sterlings who recorded that after 
Madero laj dowiii he fell immediately Into a quie^ 
ehild-like deep. This was the night of the 18th to 
the 19th of February-. 

It had lirst been airanged, for reasons which I 
ignore, that his resignation should be given into the 
hands of the Chilian Minister. Subsequently it was 
pat into those of Don Pedro Lascnrainy whose appear- 
ance at this moment as god of the Mexican machine 
is disconcerting to reason. He was a man of the 
strictest probity, of great piety, uf uiibullied repu- 
tation, of calm judgment, of much discretion. Yet lie 
was selected by Fate to carry the resignation of 
Madero and Pino Snares in his honest and prudent 
pocket Again the reasonahilitiesy the snitabilitieB 
were defied by the working of Mexican magic. 

Shortly before noon on Friday the 21st, there was 
a Cabinet meeting in the Palace, lasting until two 
o'clock. The legal status of the prisoners^ the ex- 
President and the ex-Vice-Presidenty was very 
puEsIing and nnsatisfactory to the jailors as w^ as 
to those jailed. Mr. de la Barra on this occacnon 
begged Don Rodolfo Reyes, in his capacity of Minis- 
ter of »]iislice, to nfnii' on what teclinical urouuds 
they were incarcerated. He answered that he had 
not the necessary papers, but considered it of yitai 
importance that definite legal proofs of Madero's in- 
competency be forthcoming. Don Jorge Vera Estafiol 
was of the same opinion, and Huerta was e<}uallj 
desirous to make the matter sure^ at least enough so 
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to i»re?eat the upset tiug of the pfeeidential chair. ' 

He said further on this occasion that he did not con- 
sider the I'alace a safe place in wliicli to keep Madero 
and Pino Buarez, and then making a gesture as if 
throwing something up in the air said that a paper 
had heen diacorered on Madero that could onlj haye 
been thrown in at hia window. This indication that 
be could be communicated with and perhaps event- 
ually htilped to escape, whit h was not in Huerta's 
plan, made liim add that he thought it better that 
very same day to transfer the priaonera to the Pene- 
tendaria. 

Mr. de la Barra then aaked Hnerta: — 
^nSxactly what haa he done?*' 

Huerta replied with a sweeping, loii^ armed ges- 
ture ami an impatient and contemptuouH glaute : — 
"Everything. He has ruijied the counti-y. Ainy one 
<tf hia deeda ia sufficient to convict him.'^ 

**YeBf that may be, but definite charges must be 
lodged against him with the Minister of Jostice." 

The last words, the Tinanimous decision of all, were 
that, in the iiilfirsts; of the eountvy, whatever was 
done must be done according to the strict letter of 
the law. 

When, howeyer, the fatal transfer of the prisoners 
waa made^ Huerta took no counsel <^ his mlnistersi 

The next day, Saturday the twenty-second, the 
Presidt'iif with his cabinet assisted at tlie annual cere- 
mony held at the statue of George Washington^ 

*Tlus statue which I Niw unveiled ia the preaenee of President 
HjuIsto, kia flaMiisi mud 13m diplonuHe corps, in 1912, mm to be 

Jragg-t 1 from its pi^lcstal two years later au<l placed at the feet 
of the statue of Juarex, in tJip Avenue da Juarez, on tho nijjlit of 
ihe 23rd of April, 1914, the datt; of the breaking oil oi dipluiuatic 
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in the Plaza de Dinamarca, Mr. de la BarrSy Minia- 
ter far Foreign Affain^ maUiig a speech and Mr. 
Heniy Lane WUwm, Amerlfaw AmbeMdar, voi^oiid- 

lu the afternoon was the reception at the Embaasy. 
iluerta ami i]\e Ministers of his cabinet were present 
and all were very calm, especially Huerta, whose 
face was inscrutable. Mr. de la Barra (m this occasUm 
formally presented to the diplomalic corps the mem* 
bers of the new cabinet 

It was towards midnight of this same day that the 
murder of Madcro and Pino Suarez took place, as 
they were being transferred from the Palace to the 
Penitentiaria. There is a man livingi Gdlonel Carde- 
nas^ in charge of their escort, who knows how it 
came about, and he has neyer spoken. . . . The veil 
covering the disaster is still, after seven years, im- 
penetrable and was woven as follows : 

At eleven-thirty of that same evening, Mr. de la 
Barra was awakened by the ringing of the telephone. 
A person calling himseU! an aide^le-camp of PresideDt 
Huerta asked him to come immediately to the Palace^ 
that a motor had been sent to fetch him. 

Given the uiuiuiet state of the town, his wife, 
hoTirl}' awaiting her deliverance, begged iiim not to 
go without Borne further gnarantee. He therefore 
asked to speak with General Blanqnet^ who imme- 
diately came to the telephone. His Toice was Tei7 
agitated ; he confirmed the words of the aide4e-camp, 
begging him to come without delay as the matters 

( 

relations. It is 011I7 fair to saj that Huerta, polite even at tliat 
momeaty bad tfaa itatne tenofad at pruuiptlj a« poirfbla ttom itk 
Btartling aad aaieeinlj pontioB. I 

I 
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ceneerniiig wM^h he wiihed to inform Mm were too 

grave to be communicated over the telephone. 

At that moment Don Alberto Garchi Granados, 
who lived near hy, arrived at his liouse* He had 
hastily thrown on a anit orer Ua night gannenta^ 
hia coat collar waa tarned up and hia ahoea were not 
laced. He too had been aaked to come to tiie Palace 

without a moment's delay. 

As they drove in thruugh Uie great patio they 
noticed an unusual coming and going of o^ciais at 
that late hour. They went upstairs by the elevator 
built in the aonth comer of the Palace gliing on the 
Plaaa de la Coiiatitiici6n. 

As they got out they saw Huerta, who was erl- 
d( iitly on the watch for them, coming towards them 
in a state of excitement tliat he was endeavoring to 
repreaa* He waa in civilian clothes, and wore the old 
brown aloncb bat of atofy, the brim well pulled 
down over hia eyes, which were farther concealed by 
his large spectacles. What coold be seen of his face 
was deathly white. 

"I have the j^tchI news to rommnnicale to you," 
and as he spoke he drew them hastily through the 
large chamber where the cabinet meetings were held^ 
into the amall room known aa the ^Bala Parficnlar 
^d'Preridente." 

Once there, he closed the door quickly, saying with 
a very noT vons {restnre: — 

"Madero and Pino Suarez have been killed." 

There, was dead silence which Garcia Granados and 
de la Barra broke to say, 

*Vim im that possible?*' '^ow conld it happen?^ 

^'In a skirmish," Huerta answered, becoming more 
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and more agitated, 'Hbetween the imall armed foice 
that waa condnctiiig them, and a group of permi 
who were endeayoring to liberate them.*^ 

thought yoii had tran.sferred them safely last 
mght, as was the iuteBtion," Mr. de la Barra cried 
in consternation. 

Hnerta made no answer bat continned to pace the | 
room, pnahing hie aloneh hat aomewhat back, rereal* j 
Ing further his alarming pallor and the fixed loc^ | 
in his eyes. There was something in Lis glance that 
indicated that he had been drinking, though liis step 
was even and there were no "copitas" in the room 
which showed, howerar, other signs of occupation. 

General Mondragmi, also present, then pointed ont | 
the possibly fatal consequences to the government, | 
saying thai it was imperative that he immediately 1 
prodnce the proofs, sure lo be demanded, that things 1 
had taken place as he said. 

<<What proofs do you need?" Hnerta asked, adding, 
will see that yon get them." 

Mr. de la Barra then told him tiiat a person entirely I 

outside of politics alone conld be put in charge of the | 
investigation, some one 1 i k < ] )nu J 086 Va s. luvz Tagle, 1 
who was President of the Consejo Supremo do Jus- ! 
tieia Militar. He was also the brother of the former j 
minister of the Justice of Madero and the public j 
wonld not consider him Massed in his dedsloiia 

Hnerta turning to General Mondragon said with ' 
an evident air of relief: I 

"That is an excellent idea. I beg you to act on 1 
Sefior de la Barra's suggestion. See that Vasqaes 
Tagle begins his inyestlgation immediateiy.'' ' 

Then he suddenly began to thump the table wift j 
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liis fist, muttering mdifldnct words. lie had kept, 
clurtog the coarenNitioii, one of his faTorite, small^ 
l>lack dgarettee in his hand, bat wonld contin- 

iially let it go ont, relight it in a restless manner, or 
"throw it away, ami li^ht anolher. His voice had its 
drum-like beat, though more mu^cd than usual; he 
ront^'nTialljr squinted his eyes^ with the misleading 
Sphinz'lil^ look peenUar to him, aiecompanied by the 
familiar and freqnent gesfcore of pressing his spec- 
tades closer against his forehead. It was erfdent that 
he was hi^rhly stimulated in addition to his very nat- 
ural noi voiis excitonient, and that his Indian son! wak 
the prey of alarm, vexation and perhaps fore- 
boding. , , . 

The event still wears the Iron Mask; in which 
it differs from that of the assassination of Oarranza, 

which is as ret'oguiiiable us the proverbial palm of 
one's hand. * 

It was with the deepest misgivings tfiat Garda 

*I OBM mM Vr. la Barra, na we sat in his library in Pavis 
erolnng tfiese tragie events, lon^ since pa^t, bat wiiow falal OTB- 
scQuences are even more evident now than then: 

"Wlwt do jou really know about tt aOf It la pari of Uatoiy 

mo^'. vnnr «' 'iinfrv'g history and mineT" 

* ■ 

lie answered me slowly witli an o^roauon that forced eoavietioii 

on me: 

*'I know no morn flian I have told you, bo BMTC than you of the 
circumstances of the assassinations. I have always beon inclined to 
think it was some terrible mischance, and as disastrous to Uuerta him- 
aetf aa to any one. Tnm Hme to tfane things would eomo to wj aan^ 

but they v.rrr ^onorall}' confirnintory of Hucrta's story. After seven 
years nothing has over como to me in coTT-n^te form to dijfprore it.'* 
He paused a moment. "1 never liked Hucrta, though I knew him 
to be strong and able in many waj&" 

I thoufrht. as he spoke with nn expression of distaste on his face, 
bow very far removed his personality and Huerta's were — as apart 
aa tha poloa, aa boat a&d eold, height aad depth, or oHwr dissimilar 
things. T was even more understanding of them than they of each 
other, yet for a time they tnrned together, or tried to tnm the spoked 
wheels of Mexican government upon whose revolving depended their 

owB IMa aad Iba fata of tlidf aountij.. 
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Granados and de la Bam shortly took their depart- 

tire, leaving Mondragon and Rodiolfo R^^ax^s with 
the President. On the way back, as (iiev drove 
through tlie dark town, they discussed hastily the 
presenting of their resignations, but came to the eoDr 
dnslon that such an act would be, and natarally, 
considered as definite proot of the participation by 
lluerta in the crime; that it would be impossible to do 
sn( h an injustice to a man of whose guilt they bad do 
proof, also that further and equally irreparable 
national catastrophes might follow such action. Th^ 
separated at one-thirty. That morning^ in the nn- 
qniet city, Mr* de la Barra's youngest son wuB 
born. . . . 

The Truiser, ^'Cuba," when it finally left Vera 
Cruz on the 25th of February, took with it the 
parents, widow, sisters and nnde <^ the ^'Bedeemer." 
He himself slept in the Pante6n Frances, while ia 
the Spanish cemetery slept Pino Snares, awaiting 
both, something kinder than the judgments of men. 

The Madero episode was closed. Family and State 
were ruined. 

The death of few public men is as significant to 
their conntiy as their lives. If they have done wdl 
their good deeds remain; if they hate done badi^y 

their death is a benefit; rarely does their going hence 
multiply either the good or the evil of their Cdining. 

An honest man was gone^ but the words of Porfirio 
Diaz to Madero on the occasion of their single 
meeting were written in fianung letters in the Mexican 
hearais: 

^'A man must be more than honest to govern 
Mexico.** 
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COLOTLAM9 STAT£ OF JALISCO: DECEMBER IJy I854 

BL PASO: JANUARY I3, I916 

^'Hocfta iiiiist goi** 



His rise to power and his use of it. 
inchuliug: his ambitions, his ciueliies, iiis 
oxppdieuts to sustain bis government in face 
of ike Praddent of the United States^ hiB 
puerilities^ and Tarions other qualities and 
attributes that combined to make him '*nn« 
speakable" — Considerations on Spanish- 
American Politics— Ih;orta's relation to his 
enrironment — His ruin, involving that of 
Constitutional Goyemment in Mexico— -His 
seisnre^ imprisonment without trial, and 
death at El Paso. 
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'•Huerta Must Go" 

# 

CHAPTEBXVII 

irHjist Sight of Huerta — His Anteeedeats — Diaz Choo«ea Uim 
to Escort Him on His Exit from Mexican History— The Maimer 
of HMrta't AanwriiiMi Thd Ourtab !• Bong Up Diidmriac ttt 
8tag0 M tor the TragedjF— Tte ''Pile BMar of tto While 
HoQte" IIm Hero; tto Ihffk ladiaB tiM TiOalA— AjpemM 
of tlio Blno'ejod Noimbmii. 

Tictoriaxio Huerta croMs the red Imckgroiukd of 
Mexicaik hiitofy as a aomber Indian Oeaar, come to 
power by the sword, snstained by the sword, sue* 

cumbiiiix linally to the personal enniity of a super- 
Caesar, embarked on the lii'st of hip pnvate wars. 

fiuerta has been rightly called a ^^imique zoological 
Bpedmen"; as nnlqiia as the sea-ierpent or the uni- 
eomk and, one mi|^t add, like the Kinotanr he 
ezaeted much tribnte, and like the Phienix he often 
rose from his ashes. He was, in fact, not diaj^nosable, 
but I will atlpmpt to describe him and his habits as 
one miglit any curiosity of nature, also tlie sociolog- 
ical conditions under wliich he was bom, came to 
power and perished. 

I flrst saw him In the chic French restanrant of 
Mexico City kept by a Gaul, Silvain, who had been 
a chef in the Czar's housLliold. It was a bemirrored, 
plush-diyaned, brass-cbandeUered, not. over-clean 
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establighnioiit, with auy uumber of what the Viennede 
call ''fhannautH si'paivs," 

I noticed a nniformed man sitting at a little table 
before one of the since worid^dvertleed ^^copitu,^ 
not eating) with flereral other men of the Aune w•^ 
like, open-air aspect who were eating, as w^dl as 
(li iiikiiiL;. There wais an uuinistakably "redemptory" 
look about the group and 1 iisk' d, '*Who is the 
bronsedy Hat uoeed Qeneral with the restless eyes and 
big glasses?" 

It was Hnerta at that moment^ Angast, Idll, in 
Command of the Federal troops operating In Mordos 
against Zapata. He had waving, long-armed 
tnres, and broud shoulders, and when he stood he 
was nnexpectedly short. There was a suggestion of 
'^memento mori'^ in the rather death's head shape of 
his f ace^ the sknll f onnation in moments of ezdte- 
menty as I afterwards came to see, being cmfomly 
apparent That he had real military talents no one 
has ever denied, and doubtless any meiuis were 
acceptable to his ends. In this he did not diller from 
more exalted generals of history. 

It wonld appear that Hnerta had acqnitted himself 
competently (from the point of view of his saperiofs) 
of the yarions charges committed to him np to tks 
time when he unfortunately b( raine "nn«peakul>le." 

His star, seemingly, of no great magnitude, had 
suffered various eclipses before its full appearance in 
the Mexican heavens* At one tune^ when Diai^ armj 
nnlncldly was on paper, rather than ready for 
the field, and the calls for gifted and nBscmpnloas 
ivai riors were few, he found himbk.lf overseer fo^ 
building operations in the city oi Mexico. It is sai^ 
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that he got a good amount of work, in his own Bpecial 
^'ay, out of his workmen. But thai was not, of coui-se, 
^kat he was bom for, and was so purely accidental 
that it is mfcelj wovtb motioning, fie had also 
been Inipeetor for the Kational Bailwaja in another 
period of peace and was for years the head of tlie 
Geodetic Survey. This last necessitated somr ^unount 
of book-learning and, in the making of las maps, a 
eoDBiderable acquaintance with the racial and ph jai- 
cal compofldtion of Hezicoy but it alio waa not what 
he was bom for. He had evidently been of more than 
average intelligence from the beginning, though hi* 
atur was not yisible till he was nearly sixty. 

He was first diacorered in Ms natiTe town of 
Colotlan, hj a paanlng general ^o needed eome 
one to do aecfetarial work, and he was the only 
one who could easily read and write. He had taken 
the fullest advantage of the very poor schooling his 
native town otfered and was ready when Fate and 
Qenefal Giierra peowd by. Later he was broni^t to 
the attention of Bias who placed him in the Military 
Academy. I learn from the most accurate of sources 
that Don Porfirio, who certainly had a neat flair for 
men's abilities, had an excellent opinion of Huerta, 
recognising in him a few rare and ^omental qnalitlesL 
He saw that he was not at all like anybody else^ and 
did not expect him to be. Of complete sobriety him- 
self, he regretted (with the rest of the world) as well 
as other only too apparent defects^ his ^^o^ita" habit 
It woald seem that the aj^raisement of that con* 
snmmate reader of men's hearts and attributes should 
not be quite set aside. liuerta was then in lus 
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eKefrenth liuitnun and what he would be in the fatne^ I 
he already wa& \ 

About a month before the resiji^natioii of President 
Diaz, Huerta, who was commanding troops in More- 
los, had been sent for to give an account of hie oper , 
ationa against Zapata. He had come alone in n | 
antomobile from GnemaTaea, through a coontiy | 
inhabited by a popidation, the greatest desire oi 
who8e niah^s was to take the Portirista general j 
prisoner. The President who had rather lost si^^t d I 
him, was yerj much impressed with the calm aad 
careless manner of his arriyal in Meiico Cjitj, and 
because of this accidental happening, selected him as 
chief of his escort to Vera Cruz on that last tragic 
journey from the glittering heights to tlie dark sea 
of old age, edle and death. He knew he was br&ye, 
and he thonght he was Incky. As to the last of these 
attributes^ he was, howerer, mistaken. He was alsa 

persuaded of His complete loyalty and said, as he 
made the choice; — "He wUl give his life far me, if i 
need be.^' 

By one of those strange gestnres of fate, generallj I 
quite visible in Mexico, Don Porfirio himself thos 

gave to Huerta's destiny a definite shape and trend. 
It was Huerta's first passing across the stage of the ^ 
vast drama, other than in the chorus. It was Por^^ 
Dias' last choice of a man for service. 

It was even told me by one of the loveliest d 
woiuen that wlien he accompanied the Iron President 
on that last sorrowful journey to Vera Cmz, he was ! 
''divinamente perfecto," and there was donbUess ia 
him, intuitive as he was, something that made him 
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alive to tlie high and tragic dgnifleanee of what waa 

liai)peiiing. 

It was with emotion, and every mark of 
Tespeci that he received the ^^Greateat Mexican,''' 
brolwn with physical pain, rejected by hia people^ at 
the atation, in the anudl, wee honia of that fatal 2^th 
of Kay, 1911, and escorted him to the waiting train. 
The arrangeinenls had been made by the President of 
the Nntioual liailwavR, Mr. E. N. Brown, who was 
aiao preaenty to receive the iUuatrioua exile. The 
cort^ consisted of a 'loccnnotiYa exploradora^' that 
went ahead of the train wherein the great man lay 
sOent in pain and grief, thinking who aliall say what 
thoughts. An escort ti-aiu with troo])s hrouglit up 
the rear. Huerta passed constantly from one to the 
other, pausing occasionally, doubtleaSi to "fortify" 
himself. At one point an attaciL waa announced, he 
had the order of the trains reversed, and after many 
anxieties, with tean and an abraso he embarlced his 
illustrious master safely aboard the historic Tpir- 
anga. 

There is not the shadow of a doubt in my mind as 
to what he proceeded to do, and do thoroaglily, once 
his task waa accomplished. He ia not the only general 
known to fame and fortone who haa so closed an 
epoch. 

I roiii that date aceonliug to the ttim of military 
events he was oKt^n in the foreground. 

He himself said to the American Charge that he 
had had yarions opportunities to overthrow the gov- 
ernment mnch better than that he finally took. He 
was in command of important bodies of troops daring 
that summer and autuiuu of 1911, and wab amuu^ 
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those who theD scented the cuuiplete iucompetencv 
of Madero for goTermneuty dei^te bin imqae8ti.<»ifid 

Agaiti during the brOliant campaign he carried 
out for Madero againat Oroaco be waa in control «f 

tlic army aud he said he could easily have done it 
then — hut ho remained laitliful to Madero as rep- 
resenting constitutional government, though he had 
a temperamental contempt for a man who neitber 
rewarded hia friends nor punished hia enemies* 

Later, according to hia own atatement, he becaoM 
convinced, in company with about 99 per cent, of tbe 
population of Mexico (including even those who 
could not read and write, and who had no JanJ 
and never will have) , that Madero waa not competent 
to gorem and that disaster waa imminent Whatr 
ever hia involved Aatec reasonings^ whatever his 
crimes, whatever his personal aims, it waa he, or 
another, possessing perhaps more virtue, probably 
less talent. The iron tist was again indicated by 
events, as over and against the caresses of a senti- 
mental democracy. It waa drawn in fire in tbe 
heavens. It waa written at efeiy croaswaja. In the 
logic of things, the dark, passionate, hat alaa, looaely- 
woven fabric of Mexican government, needed once 
fiiore fo bp gathered together by some strung hand. 

The manner of Huerta^s accession was not of his 
invention. Thronghout Latin-Ameiica it waa aanc> 
tioned by precedent and confirmed by naage. He wai 
BO innocent of any possibly onpleaaant criticism of 
his very logical procedure, thiit as one of his com- 
patriots siiys of liini, *'Drunk witli joy and rum/' li€ 
sent a telegram cheerfully, openly to Washington iu 
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^whieh he uunuipectingly rtated fhat he had ^over- 

tlirowu the ^ovennnent." There was notliing within 
}iiH historical radiuH lo cause Mm to eveu dream what 
Ii.e getting iuto, 

Nov every govenunent in Mexico elnee the daj0 of 
Vlcer«^ hBB come into being by a revcdntiony or 
tliTOngh a military conp. There ia no other way, — 
except that of evolution, and a people cannot suspend 
all frovemment during that admidrdly blaw process. 

Borne of the JSouth American countries (with hei*e 
and there eangidnaiy revendona to pure type) have 
evolved proceeflea of government that do not alwaya 
necearitate arma or murder. Ifot ao in Hezico^ where 
the Huerta Government was born and baptized 
according to the time-honored and ouly ritual. 
UTatnrally no one could convince Huerta of the right 
or reaaon of the United States to object to the act 
In itadf. After the recognition of the Benavidea gov- 
ernment of Peru, which had fairly alopped abont in 
blood, with attendant flight of thoee whoee hoar had 
not yet sounded, he realized completely that, it was 
a purely personal matter. There was no princi|)le 
involved ; it depended, in the naoal arbitraxy way of 
human jndgnient% on whoae ox waa gored. 

In the summer of ldl3, hia Miniater for Fordgn 
Affairs, Sefior Federico Oamboa, had drawn up one 
of the most dijjnified and masterly appeals a weak 
nation ever sent to a nivou^. It lies to the eternal 
credit of Mexico in general and its author in partic- 
ular. But like all aach appeala its ancceas depended 
on flie appdee. It holds within ita few pages the 
entire case of Mexican sovereif^nty and is, further, 
examined in the light of subsequent events, the first 
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cry registered for ^^SelMetermiiuitioii,'' which mte i 

ihiid expression was not then showing any sijjms of * 
crystallization. It lias wince hvi^n worked out (in I 
spots) in Europe, with the rcsnli that the WileoiuAft 
Europe reeemblee that of the Thirty Yeara^ Wi ' 
though aome one ha« gone bo far as to say that <M j 
waa a dovecote compared io 1920. When formnlated, I 
ihv doctrine of self-determination was seen to be, like 
all tliin<;s, even truth, very relative. There were those 
who could ^'determine'' and those who could not. It 
depended entirely on who wail doin^ it and 
where. . • • 

When in that Angnst of 1918, the cnrtain wai 

definitely run^ up, it disclosed the stage set f ulJj /or 
tlie vast Mexican tragedy. Tt had been cleared of 
nearly all the accessory charactei's, when there 
appeared a man of Viking origin, the pale Northmaa 
of Romance, with a bine and agreeable eye, canaing 
the dark drama to deydop somewhat along the linea 
of extravaj^anza. I refer to a nK ii, whom personally i 
I liked, doubtless because of something Binular, €lt 
extremely dissimilar, in our beings. I 

He appeared from that upper left hand comer of 
the stage, in ahirt aleerea, barking hia ahina^ in th^ 
unpreased trouser-legs, againat the atage aettinga and 
running into several of the dark-ski nne<l characters 
already iu full action. In Minnesota Mr. Lind was 
a pillar of society, an ornament to the legislature, an 
asset to the State, deairable from every point of view. 
In Mexico thia active and amiable gentleman hecam^ 
groteaque. It waa not hia fault, but Fate'a who, tiring 
of the senseless tragedy played by human beings 
often adds an element of comedy, needing like thd | 
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rest of us a good langli from timii to time, and. pardon 
my Gallicism, in tliis cane, *'il y avail de (jiioi 

He arrived somewhat as Lohengrin^ — by water, 
stepping onto the stage from a barge in the shape of a 
warship, and like this hero he vas not to be asked 
whence he came, nor why. Incidentally, we can recall 
that when the questions was really a^ked, — and in no 
nuptial cliamber either, like liis prototype, lie diaap- 
peai*ed from view. . . . 

When Mr. Lind todK President Wilson^s nltimatom 
to ''go^' to Prendent Hnerta, stating that even an 
election would not be accepted as clearing his title, 
the final clause added that if Mexico would do all 
these tinners tbe matter of her so needed loan "could 
be eaailj arranged." 

J^ow nations need mone^ obvionsly, but also quite 
. as obvionsly the bread of life, which is respect for 
themseires. The Jan^e of the 80 pieces of sUyer that 
we cflfered to Mexico and which she did not take, 
will forever i-ing in the ears of one who opens our 
history at that page. 

To return to the play. We find an old Indian 
atayistic, instinctiye, primitiTe, nntatored and com- 
pletely mysterions when the attributes of his undiag- 
nosable and uncatalogiied being were in play. lie 
was flat-fai ( (I, dark-ski lined, with sninll velvet- 
skinned hands, a good deal of movement in the 
skirts of his badly- fitting frock-coat, and his long- 
anned, waving gestures took up some space. Behind 
his spectacles was a i^stleBs, inductiye, deductive 
look when wailinu for his cue. in the intricacies of 
the Anglo-Saxon plot from the Aztec point of view, — 
or rather the Aztec plot from that of Anglo-baxon 
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solutions. And Lis voice had a low, dinin like beat 
His stage properties were anarchy, treachery, blooO, 
▼enalitj, and even envy among friends, of his hi^ and 
nncertain office. He waa eaailj the TUlain of the 
plaj. He had every disadvantage ; he was even sup- 
posed to be illegitimate, being pointed at as on the 
very left liaud branch of the Presidential tree. lie 
had no money, he had few friends, and these he was 
ready to sacrifice if the country demanded it. Many 
saw blood dripping from his handa What chance had 
he against one adorned with all the virtues, poBsesaed 
of a then unplummeted erudition, and having alone 
the combination to the safe wherein were contained 
the riches of a hundred million people? 

One might perhaps halt here long enough to say 
that though Hnerta waa everything elae that ia not 
nice, he was not of illegitimate birth, his parents In 
the shape of Mexico and the Oonstitntlcni having 
been duly joined in raatrimnTiy, the only formaliiy 
lacking were the banns. ( There was not time.) 
this was a libel, pure and simple; the old story of the 
man who had Ida watch stolen or stole one— nobody 
remembered which— waa all-anfflcient for a man'a 
min, after the hnman way. 

Now the legal (if not moral) genealogical tree of 
liuerta was as foilows: — 

Francisco I. Madero, Constitutional President, 
Jos6 Maria Pino SnareSi Constitntional Viee-Presi- 
dent, tiieir reaignationay demanded and gtyen three 
days before their death, were accepted by Pedro 
Lascurain, Minister for 1 oreij^i Allairs, who became 
President by operation of the law. He was President 
but some twenty minutes, which allowed him time. 
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however, to appoint Victoriano Huerta Minister of 
Gobemaddii (Interior). After Lascuraiii's resig- 
nattoDy giTeDy it Ib imdentood, with alacrity, avto- 
maticaJlj operatton of the law, the eiecathe 

power fell to Huerta with a proyisleiial character 

and niidcr conbtitotional promiiiie to call special 
elections. 

This la the technical manner of Hnerta's accessloii 
to power, and according to the Mexican Oonatltation 
1^ wMdi it miut be judged, there ave iio doobta aboitt 

ita complete legality. 

To retnm to the play. The hero, whosi^ a< (jiii^ories 
were the ligiituings, together with tlir ^^lory and 
wealth before mentioned, of a hundred miliiou 
people, was pale and degantly clad* He was of 
Tirtaoos origin; the odIj blot on his 'scutcheon being 
the fact that, though he had qient his life among 
books, he had unfortimalely been but ;i casual rcjuier 
of Mexican history. The contest looked so uneven 
that no one could have dreamed that ho who was thus 
armed would need sixteen months of tame as wdL 

Hneritt had several pecnfiarly In£an ways of 
parrying the enidite thmsts, and they were not in 
any book of the game. Sometimes he \vaul(l liisap- 
pear, drop out of the situation, absent himself from 
the scene, reappeaiing only when events with, their 
nsoal momentnm had moved on. Sometimes he was 
present, bat he wonld not pick np the cue— and he 
was cmnpletely inenrions as to the nature and origin 
of the species called ultimatum. He was also 
singularly and surprisiii^ly courteous towaidB liis 
elegant antagonist (who sometimes did not pick his 
words), though doubtless the large choiee of ribald 
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terms offered by the Bpanish tongue was at his camf 
mand and were ubt d c i l ioiisly when in the wings. 

The manner of the pursuance of the unequal &ght 
was a series of blows beneath the belt^ and the incon- 
ceivable thing abont it all is that whenever one was 
dealt the Jnaticelaving American nation loudJ^ 
applauded. 

The more one considers that inioijual contest 
(Huerta had within his own being further enemies), 
the more one wonders what would have been the 
writing of hiatoiy bad he been pennitted hy Fate 
and the United States to work out the Mexican 
sitnation, in the Mexican way. For as long as Mexico 
is Mexico, Mexicans^ iilone can do it. They will, more- 
over, do it according to the idiosyncrasies of the 
Creole, Mestizo or Indian personality at the moment 
in domination* 

One must always remember that at the time oi 
wMeb we are epeakingr there was a constitatioii and 
that Huerta had his liand on the throttle determiniLii: 
the moveiueulH ol iLh luosl coinplicated machinery. 
The period of his presidency, to change the figure too 
abmpUy for art (but this is nature), was chemically 
more or less disintegrating, e^en actiTdy destruc- 
iiye. A bold but crafty man who stopped at nothing 
might, possibly, if left alone, by the infubitui uf his 
own qualities into the crucible have produced a 
reaction that later (a few hundred years later) 
would haye been tolerable to an Ang^Saxon scholar 
and gentleman. Huerta was so manifestly, so nalyely 
iniquitous, in his Stone-age way. 

At any rate it is safe to say that a million Mexi- 
cans who have been served though not saved, would 
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have been BiiH liYing to testify Maiij will saj: — 
**Who cam if there are a million fewer Mezicane?^ 
But that to another point of liew. 

Howeverr that may be, this dark, reetleeB-eyed, 

crafty Indian was a strauj^e of'iHinent for tlie man 
tlieu bomeiiines known as tlie "pale scholar of the 
White House." But Iiis yeiy pecnliaritiea were his 
stiength and through thoae aixteen long montha an*' 
tained him on hia apeU-weaving plateau, against the 
man whoee power was more than Cesar's, whose will 
was more unquestioned than Peter the Great s, and 
-whose iiieihoilH have proved to be more i^TOlTed than 

those of anj Latin-American Dictator. 

It was again the meeting of eztremea. The most 
liberty'loring nation In the world, the most tolerant 
people in the world, installed and soifered a one-man 

rule, never beaten in the woi hl's record. ICin^s have 
ministers who sometimes die, — liepublics have r('ij,u- 
latiTe bodies called Ck>ngre88e8. We had one, but it 
became (like any member) inert and inoperatiTe 
through disuse. Onr cabinet^ further, proved to have 
no rights and few pri^eges. I have come to see that 
the miiiunty rules and will always rule, and of that 
minority a few, and of tho^e few, one, but, good Gud, 
do not call it "the rule of the people." With us it 
seems to have been simply the majority role worked 
ont to its inevitable end to begin again nnder another 
form. It has been said, and it appears to be tme, 
that species wear out, after whicli the £(rave, resur- 
rection, is tlie law of the politif*al as well as the 
natural world. American institutions became so 
worn ont that to one man was allowed nnqnestioned 
sway In his own country, and the power of life and 
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death ofer a ndi^lxNriiig and prarainably indepeiidait 
camitEy. He was furtheimoie to be allowed later 
from tiie ro coa B CB of bia at oae time curtained aool, 

to determine the degree aucl kind of American piii li 
cipation (with all attcDtlant obligatioiiej) iii the af- 
fairs of the world. Indeed, ooi- indifterence towarda 
oar Conatitiitioii in 1919 reminded me, with Taria* 
tionaof course, of the ICezicana towards theirB. Th^ 
look on. the promises of their redeemers with extreme 
intiiiierence, wheu il is not horror. Kedetming iln-m 
by the Constitution in the shape of a Constitutioiialist 
has come to be like pnumaing them showers of gold I 
at the rainy season; they simply get wet instead, or 
in another erent, showers of bullets are what thcj 
get Either way they prefer not to count on Bed^p- 
tion, or even on Liberty from a Liberator. Anent this 
last much caniouliaged commodity, a large majority ] 
of those all OTor the world who have lately tasted it, 
woQld not be averse to a sweetening dadi of the good 
old servitnde in the somewhat hitter cnp. 

As to onr Constitiition, we seem, for a space, to 
have had no recordable sensations or liioughts of 
any kind concerning it 

Kow those of us who are honest with ourselves 
(and it is easier to be honest with our neigfabcMr) 
know there is no Liberty/ and the great prindpies of 
authority and discipline by which nations rise to 
greatness and individuals are made stru iiir are 
for the time being in eclipse. The greatest lie ui the ^ 
ages is that which tells us that all men are bom 

^ A few weeks in a conversaliin wifh Ai»teli» VmiM I MfctA: 

"Master, what is liberty?"' 

And he answered: '^Li'amour de uotre eaclaTSge," (Inm if ^ 
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free and equal. There is no snch tiling in nature as 
equality ,and nobody is free. Certain governmental 
fomiB happily provide, at certain epocIiB for oppor- 
tunity, and e^en then what provides opportunity for 

one nation und one centoiy biini^fii tyranny to 
anotlier. , « 
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The Cotip cl '^tfit in General and in Particulnr — Some Analj-stf 
of Hlu rta's Psyeholoj^ in tho Days Preceding His Accawian to 
the Supreme Power, and a Few Pietorea. 

Two (lays after my return to Mexico I fonnd 
Huerta, October 10, 1913, making his second coup 
d'etat and quite in the ''giande mani^re." He had 
the CThamber ot DepnUea sorronnded whilst the 
^onoreroles^' were in eendon^ eoiieidTing againet 
their Constitntion. He dmply had them arrested in 
the corridors, when, having ^ot wind that Bomething 
was wTong, they were stampeding from the Giiamber. 

He got a bag of 110, among them were men like 
Vera £etafl6L and Goieral Meixiiero^ and promptily 
lodged them in the already rather overcrowded 
Penetenciaria. The American Charge was ont until 
two u clock in the morning In company with the 
Spanish Minister, trying to obtain their release. 
After a long wait at the Foreign Office, they went 
to the Penetenciaria, where they were d[own a list 
of Siy the remaining 26 being onacconnted tor. 

After the imprfsonment of the Deputies, there was 
a const ;int stream of tlieir mothers, wives, daiicrhters, 
hiwlei 8, j)i ubabij even *^amips** flowing in and out of 
the Embaa^sy* These delegations of women are a 
toncldng cnatom of the conntry* Snch went to 
Qner^taro to aifc for the life of Maxirailiaii from 
Jnares, ench beeonght Oortfti for the Chichimeca 
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Such again in the twentieth century came to the 

American Embassy to entreat the Charge d' AiTaircs 
to intercede for their capti\e men. They are mostly 
black-robed, and they weep, some loudljr^ some 
quietly, and they mdy get what they aak. 

Now a wofd here as to the apedee not only nn- 
claailHed, bnt eren unknown to the majority of the ■ 
inhabitants of the United States, the "coup d'etat." 
Of its organic fnncliinLs and (H-onuniic uses they know 
no more than they do of tlii^ one-time functions and 
naea of some fossil of the Tertiaiy period. Yet it is 
as frequently found in Latin America as the Jaguar, 
the boa-cmistrictor, the iguana or the llama, about 
which every one studied at school. Those wiio 
have heard of the coop d'etat mostly consider it some- 
thing wicked, even shameful, involving practices in 
which no nice nation or individual would indulge. 
It has been empl<^yed, howeveri and with snccesa 
throu|[^ont the ages and its workings haye often 
proved to be beneficial rather than otherwise. Some- 
times it is the only practical method by which oidLr 
can come out of destructively conflicting opinions and 
passions. In the United States th^ know about that 
quite respectable process^ '^e cutting of the Gordian 
knot^; it is done every day in families and in politics 
and in business, but the coup d'etat to which it is own 
brother — oh, no! It is, further, a phenomenon^ that 
like all phenomena, has its preordained and natu- 
rally fostering spheres. It is fonnd in Latin States 
rather than in Anglo-Saxon conununitieBy thoni^ 
history rates Oromi|Bll among great men. However 
that may be, Hnerta had the extraordinary ill-luck 
to do something that in a thick, though uudeter- 
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minate way, the 'great majiwily of Aamicaam, M- 
lowing their erndite ruler^ thoo^t vaa wicked. 
They did aot like the procees, though they did not 

really know what tliey had ;iii:ain8t it. Hence many 
tears. One brilliant Latin- Ameiican writer even 
goes ao far aa to call the coup d'etat "^^a hy<j:iemc 
meaanie againat the demagogic rabble when it has 
eeiaed the powera <tf government^ keeping the pc^n* 
lation terrified by ita exceMea or propeiudty to com- 
mil excesses.'' He further says tliat 'il is a weapon 
against dreamers and deluded reformers, who as soon 
aa they gather political atreugtli set out to govern 
an ahacdntely imaginary popnlatiim; againat fanatice 
who ahow themeelTea more arbitraiy, more predar 
tory, more crael tiian the demagoguea themaelTea^ 
As I write these words more nations than I can 
count on my fin«^ei*H, after the extraordinary chaos 
reaulting from the casual theories of the Peace €ou- 
ference applied to a world that nerer existed, are 
praying for the etrong man. And when he appears 
he win appear riding on eome breed of conp dMtat 

rather thau uii a Constitution, and he will take small 
note of the prulunc^ed twitteriuirs of the Peace Con- 
ference, nor even of the agreeable and once-sat e 
platitudes of international law— 4f hia army be big 
enongh. We are aa aick of mediocritiea aa the Lady 
of Shalott of flhadowa. 

A virtuous friend who loves the word "Constitu- 
tion*' almost much as the Mexicans, says I am 
quite wrong, and he would still make the world safe 
for d^ocracy,-— 1^ other meana than merhine gona 

Yirtnona fHend: No one deniea the appearanee 
and posdble ntility of the coup d'etat ftom time to 
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time in history, but the murderous methods attend- 
ant on it will malvB it forever oltji etioiiable. 

I, with the sketch (if a smile on mj face: 

^oa oveirlook the fact that the man making the 
coup d'^t ia almost InvaiiaMy in a hnny and haa 
little time and leaa dtance to choose Ma methods" 

Now a word as to the aeeompan^injr circnmstances 
of nuerta's accemion to power, and liis quite Involved 
character. He was an extraordinary mixture of en- 
thnalaam and cold-hloodedneaB^ of generoaitj and 
cradty, of deremaBB and ineptitude^ of daring and 
weakness, all contrasts acted and interacted behind 
the dusky curtain of his Indian soul. But in those 
fatal days of February, 1913, wlieu so many were 
afraid, hesitating or indili'erent, he recognized the 
hour when it came, and had the courage to make it 
his. Though he doabUess desired power for himsdf 
alone in the beginning, he came to have in the end 
a devouring and obsessing ambition to justify his 
seizure of the po\\ ( i- by the paciiication and attendant 
prosperity of his country. 

It is not my intention to rehearse the historically 
tfareadbaie events of the 'Tragic Ten DaySb" A few 
idctnres will suffice to set in relief the p^ychdc^ of 
Huerta daring that period. 

Late in the afternoon of the 9th of February, Mr. 
de la Barra went to the Palace, to see lluerta, who 
had just been made military commander of the city. 
The Plasa as he passed thiongjb it was a horrid sii^t, 
slippery with blood, encumbered with d^nls, tfaouf^ 
the dead, several hundred, had mostly been removed. 
He found Huerta sittinc: in one of the big rooms, a 
large bottle of brandy on a near table» and in his 
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liaud a telegram from Madero from Cueraavaca. 
stating that he had both men and arms aad was re 
turning immediately to Mexico City. lie had foimd 
there General Felipe Angele* with artillexy. Huerta 
was pal^ but his face wore an ezpreaalon of tranr 
quillity rather diaconcerting to Mr. de la Barra, who 
was himself dreadfully upset by the condition of the 
Plaza tiiii»n<rh which he had just passed. He had 
expected some answering signs of agitation in the 
Ck>mmander-in-Chief. 2^ot ao. 

Donbtleaa this waa the moment when Huerta'a ia- 
atinctSy aa anre aa those of the honnd on the ac^t^ 
indicated to lum the path that led to the supreme 
power, lie found himself suddenly military com- 
mander^ and in the classic Mexican position to ove^ 
throw his civilian chief. He proceeded along normal 
liiatorical lines. To the daring always needed in such 
sitoationSi he was able to add the patience needed 
in this i>arficiilar sitoation. That Hnerta^s dealie 
for the supreme power was then in process of birth, 
no one can doubt. And in revolutions the only thing 
a man can be sure of is what he is doing himself. 

What must have been the thoughts of that Indian, 
sitting in the National Palace^ in control of the amji 
suddenly confronted by the neariy empty presidentiBl 
chair placed across his path, and he the man nearest 
to it! If he moA'ed not a mnniont too soon, nor a 
mo!Tif !it too late, it was his. It was equally there for 
Feiiz Dias to -take^ but he let, once again, his hour 
pass. What wonld have been Mexico^a histoiy had 
he answered the call of destiny who shall say? He 
a type of man that would have been more 
fiimpatico to the pale scholar of the Wiiite House, 
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and though Madero would have been murdered in 
any case, we must not forget that Mrxieo'fci history 
for more than aeyen years is quite simply the result 
of the temperamental and nnf ettered dislike of Oiie 
man for another. 

Haerta'0 plans were most simple, and later appar- 
ent to evoiybody; in liis methods of cari-yin*; them 
out there was the secrecy natural to the Indian, com- 
bined with the equally natural iudirectness of Latin- 
American procedure. It has been said of him that 
he slways laid his plans In a rigidly straight Une^ 
while the ways and means to his ends showed a series 
of bold curves. This may be said of any clever policy. 
He pnrsned these methods when bent on taking the 
shortest path to the great result — "pacitieation''— of 
which he was persuaded tliat he was the most capable 
instrument That he made a series of cnrra^ that he 
even ^looped the loop" in proceeding to this end can- 
not be denied. Towards Washington he attempted 
the classic masterly ina* livity. 

He knew that Maderu, hopelessly amateurish, was 
a dead failure as President^ that a revolution to be 
justified must replace a poor thing by a better one. 
He was convinced he was the man to do it All this 
time he was in daily, hourly consultation with 
Madero, who, with liis f ustomary lack of intuition, 
had placed him in charge of the militai'^^ defense of 
the government. Any man who lias the army behind 
him can ciystalliae liimself into power at the solvent 
moment in Latin-America. In control of the army he 
doubtless went on to survey other forces which if he 
could not align with him, would be arrayed agidnst 
him. These wei*e the Feliz i>iaz elements, the con- 
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servative elements represented hy hi I>:u ra's pres- 
tige boUi at liOiiie and aJi)road| and the JDipiomaUc 
Ck>rpB. 

The days from the 9th ol Febmaiy to the 18th 
were atrange, determinmg days for Hiierta, whose 

real genins lay in being able to control his ambitions, 
since the day on which he realized that it depended 
upon his sagacity, and aboYe all on his patience, to 
become President of Mexico. On February 17th an 
arrangement was arcived at hj Hnerta and the Diaa- 
Hondragon contingent It inTolTed, nnintentionallj 
but fatalistically, the lives of the President, the Vice- 
President, and Gustavo Madero, Huerta Judged the 
abilities of these men accurately ; he neither loved nor 
hated them, especially Madero, of whose govern- 
mental qnaUtiei^ however^ he had the poorest opinion. 
Pino Snares did not exist for him. It is ssid tiiat he 
even rather admired Onstavo, who had what the 
French call "de la branche." He a\ as astute enough 
to Hee that Madero dead by assaBsination i)rest nted 
also a grave menace to himself. The deaths of the 
others wonld canse little stir and be constdered but 
as inevitable^ normal incidents in a change of power. 

It is recorded at the meeting of Febroary ITtJi, 
while the majority were clamoring for the disappear- 
ance of Madero, Ms clairvoyant Indian brain saw 
that Madero's ghost would be more dif&colt to laj 
than anj conspinMdes ci the living nuuii and he quite 
firankly stated that he preferred to take the latter 
risk rather than to incnr the enndty and resentment 
liis execution would incur in ^fexico, and the burden 
oi very probable fui eii^n disapproval. What he lemt 
desired for the furtherance of his own ends was. 
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bowever^ to happen, in tbe olweiire In^oliitloiui of thB 

Madero li aircdy. No nuui escapes the results of his 
actiona, noi- of hia pa^aivity. Huerta, kuowing his 
Mexico, that land €d ''no le hace/' should have seen 
to it hinuielf that not a hair of Madero^B head waa 
touched. Instead, a fotal negligence like to a h^yy 
narcotic sleep attended tliis pivoUil moment . . . 

On awaking his attention was drawn to certain 
accessories of the latoation. He waa then immensely 
interested In the fonnatioii of hIa cahlnel^ and im> 
mensely prond of the solid ekments composing it. 
These were Francisco L. de ];i liarra. Minister of 
Foreign A£[air% of international distinction; Manuel 
MondragDn, Miniate of War (whom he afterwards 
sent oat of Meodoo In the playful yet determined 
manner I once recorded); Jorge Vera Estafiol, 
Minister of Public luht ruction, a jnrist of note, 
who was anioiij^ the 110 deputies bagged in the coup 
d'etat of October lOth, and who remained some months 
In prison tin hIa release waa procored by the American 
Cliargi6; Alberto Oarda Qranados, Minister of the 
Interior, a great Liberal, expeiienced and truly 
patriotic, afterwards executed by Oarranza in his 
76th year; Toribio Esqidvel Obr^g6n, Secretary of the 
Tremajy of the highest* technical ability and entire 
probity; Rodolfo Reyes, Minister of Justice, whose 
father had been killed on February 9th by a ball 
through his head as he w^as advan< in^jj with his troops 
against the Palace^ then held the Maderistas. 

These men, though personiJly not enamored of 
Hnerta, were men of discernment and experience. 
They recogaued certain strong qualifications in iam* 
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The hour was dark and dU&cnlt They iiatiinillj 

rallied about the only fixed point in the shifting 
fcrcnery of Mexican politics, — the man in euntrol of 
the army, and whose abilities, furthermoi*e, had been 
proved. These facts were more important than pri- 
vate yirtaes which, as th^ had Juat aeen, had been 
inadequate to the keeping of order. Since Mexico 
has been ruled and ruined by successive bandits, 
8<nTral tentatively favored and one stistaiueU by the 
United Btates, one realizes how sure the intjtincts of 
these trained men were. Order was the first essen- 
tiaL Democraqr was a foreign ioxory to be indniged 
in when Mexico was saf e, and in politics situations 
will always be considered more urgent than theories. 

The eliniiiiation of Feliz Diaz was a matter < f ihe 
most elementary sleijjht of hand. Huerta ^uixixested 
that he be candidate for the Preaideney, in the next 
general (yeiy '^general'') eiections^ which was a ^^w 
you see it, and now yon don'tf' arrangement, bnt 
which seems to hSTe been satisf actcufj to everybody 
even to Feliz Diaz, a man of naturally candid and 
generoiiH soul. Mr, Edward I. Bell sug^^ests tliat 
those &ame elections were ^'doubtless set in the 
privacy of Hnerta's mind for the first Tuesday after 
the first Monday following the Day of Judgment'^ 

This conference was held in the ministry of Gober- 
nacion, a liuge, white, elaborately stnccoed house in 
the Calle (ieneral Prim, which many had vainly 
striven to sell to the United States for an Embassy. 
It is recorded that during the discussion of the begt 
way to eliminate Madero, Huerta* abruptly quitted 
the room. When he thus left Madero^s fate to other 
men's judgiuexit, he also left his own to them, which 
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WM liis irTe[»arable^ tactical eaaeor^ the first step in 

bis ruin. 

Huertii knew practically, i nhs I i actively, somewhat 
after tlie wav that Porfino Diaz, heaven-boiu die- 
tator, knew, that the people of Mexico could preaenre 
a govemmenti bnt not a democrat. There a gorem- 
ment to liy^ moat be as highly centralised as our 
own has become, and at that special moment with all 
forces centrifugal it could only be preserved in some 
strong hand. His was strouj;. 

It was not until Diaz' eightieth year that there was 
any dissatisfaction with the strong hand methods, 
beyond the natural derire of the hnman heart for a 
change,— -eyen for the worse. The '^people" will 
always welcome the new uian, be he kinir, president 
or dictator, one of Miesf tliree they must have. 

As for Mexico she can have but one hind of goveru- 
meat, — her own, and it will always bear small re- 
Bemblance to that above the Bio Grande. Snnm 
cniqne. 

Patriotic Mexicans will forever prefer, whilst 
awaiting the illusory golden aire of the Anplo-Saxon 
promise, a Mexican dictatorship to the devastations 
of a few bandits selected by an American dictator, or 
a foreign InTSidon* If Mexico be an independent 
state, she has nndeniably a right to her own kind of 
rule, and in the end she can do better for herself 
than we can do for her. We have, as it is, only suc- 
ceeded in iu^posing on her temporarily a quintessent 
bnt alien form of dictatorship, compounded of our 
nltimata and her own banditsi The Garransa dic- 
tatorship somewhat recalls Antens tonching the 
gronnd; every time that the Carrancistas gave the 
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American goronmeiit a oli^ In the face thej got nev 
atrengtli. CamuDoa, to talce an example^^ was reeog- 
nised the day after he had expelled the American Fed 

Cro3H horn Mexican territory. Why put liimselx out 
to please us? It was, quite evidently, unueceissary. 
If it be true that men hate their benefactors more 
than their ^^p^^ i ^ CJarrann^a hatved of the Uj&ited 
States waa folly jnstifled. 
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PniidMltia] Mewages — Tbn "One-Man" Power — Tho CThiaioieiim of 
Latin-American Politie»~Tlie Way of Deatb. 

On the 13th of October President Wilson sent a 
message to the Proviflional govenunent^ breathinK the 
highest moralit^i entiielj disapproving the high- 
handed maimer of diflBolvisg Ckmgreoi, (He cer^ 
tainlj then had every American eenator and every 
AriH rican representative to a ni;iii behind him, when 
their own 8ub-Hpeeies wei*e threatened, though from 
BQch an apparently safe distance. They were none of 
them prophets.) He further said that any violence 
offered to any depnty wouid be considered as an 
offense against the United States^ and terminated by 
statinpj in no uncertain terms that he would not rec- 
ognize any Prey i dent elected iifter hikIi proceedings. 

Did this change the simple Huertistian methods? 
l^ot in the least The ^'eleetiinis" Unik place. When 
Hnerta read his speech on the 26th of Octoberi ^t 
one wns misring/' and that was the American Chargifty 
whose orders were not to assist at this occasion 
which smeK of the Caesarian laurel rather tlian of the 
more human polling booth. Later on, when the new 
Congress vas assembled, Hnerta addressed that body 
with complete and engaging frankness^ and tmni- 
nated ^y the following words'! 

"Jndging the situation calmly, I cannot see that 
the constitutional order of things was interfered with 
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throng)! the dtaolntloii of Uie Ghamber, except when 
the ezecutiTe power began to invade the sphere of 
action of the other powers. Even so, it will always be 
a high and noble duty, or at least a coniniendable 
attitude, to save a uation at the cost of all principles. 
What is the nse preeening, at the cost 0/ the 
nation'* lif e^ rigid and in^ theories whose tig^t and 
neefolnees will always remain aabject to diaciaaion. 
The ultimate truth is to be found In Bonaparte's 
maxim : lu tiaving tlie country one does not violate 
any law.' " 

No statesman T/ili contend that Huerta was wrong 
in considering that weakness in the Execntivei when 
he has full power, is the greatest calamity ol a nation^ 
or that any eonstitiition has remained fixed. Rather 

it is like everything else, subject to time, cii-cuin- 
Stanro aud irien. 

It was on the 3rd of December that, in a daze, I 
read President Wilson's message to Congress of the 
day before, ^ttle fiy UtUe Hnerta has been care* 
fnUy isolated. By a little every day his power and 
prestige are cnimblinpf, and the collapse is not far 
away. We shall not, I tx lieve, be obligred to alter onr 
policy of watchful waiting." The astonishing thing 
is, not that an autocrat should have decreed such a 
things bnt that a people in our advanced stage of 
political development should have permitted it Any 
political man takes any power he can, and appetite 
comes with eating. Rri>nl)Iics are part iciilMily ex- 
posed to the one-man danger, where public feeling 
is entirely nnezpectant of it and unprepared. I ssy 
public feeling, not public opinion^ because this latter 
Is bnt a phrase, and appraisements of men and sltna* 
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lions are the result of no mental operation of the 
masses, but of an ttat d-dmc, a state of soul ; the ideas, 
the mental operations are supplied as ahvnys, in even 
the moBfc commimiBtic §Mm, by the few. In the 
BoflBia of 1920 Lenine and his neareat diadplea pro- 
duce the ideas, and the "dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat" resembles all other dictatoi*ship8, minus cer- 
tain accessories that, since centuries^ men have 
daaaed aa deairable. It is gringr and deprening 
when the other la cnltored, and aometimea gay ; it ia 
irresponsible where the other rmist make good in 
order to persist. Tn fact its oulwuid aspect is liighly 
unattractive. For myself I prefer a dictator in gold 
braid and Um, riding on a mettleaome steed, pranc- 
ing to a palace full of works of art, announced by the 
blare of trumpets, to a man dressed for the moouait 
in a blouse (while awaitiner his uniform i who is 
strongly guarded by other bioused and camouflaged 
aspirantSy as he slips into a large boilding no long^ 
called k palac^ from which the moib has previonslj 
removed the works of art by theft or destmction. 

One man like unio other men, who is yet raised 
above them by his own qualities, or still more mys- 
terionaly 'and awescHnely by Destiny, will foreyer stir 
tiie naturally torpid pnblic imagination, and com* 
mand the loyalty of a people in a greater degree than 
can any congloiiK r;ition of individuals forming those 
necessai-y but umnagnetic bodies called congresses or 
eabineta And when men no longer feel the call to 
hero-worship, to exalt and revere something like unto 
themselres, yet seemingly more than themselTes, th^ 
will be indeed as the beasts of the field. 
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It Ib became of all thUi fhat the nalioii we have 

been wont to consider the most politically free, could 
see its chief muglHirate ih'lihprately Retting out to 
destroy the chief magistrate of a weak nation, thoagh 
hia deatmctlon included that of its conatitatioiial 
gimnuiie&t^ without a reatndnliig word. Eroi In 
later contemporaneona history, which ia Mack 
enough, there is nothing to equal it (except the blind 
destructions of the Peace Conference). It was com- 
mitted personally and in the name of peace. An 
indiaeriminating pabliCy under the one-man dornina- 
tidiiy made little or no ontciy. That tbie^ were igno- 
rant ia the explanation, not the ezcwe. Ko Cfoe ia 
supposed to be ignorant of the Law. Yet that which 
destroyed resemliled, apart from it*i phraseology, that 
which was destroyed. The very demand, the very 
insistence of the President| in the autumn of 191d| 
that the electora elect along certain linee, waa^ with 
the difference of latitade alcme, the Latin-American 
manner, recalling unopened bales of TOtes, frcHn 
voters "selected" or 'induced." I began, as it were, 
to smell strangely familiar smells, as of Bomelhiug 
boiling over. Startled, but rendered attentive, I 
toond it waa the President of the United States oro^ 
flowing the Oonstitiitiony aa he ^^earneaO j begged that 
the people return a Democratic majority to both the 
Senate and the House of Kepresenta tires." I saw 
how scarcely any form of government I'esists the one- 
man impulse when it is in full momentum, and one 
man, with the mome des grandeurs, to whoee strength 
fortnitously are added the power, wealth and nma- 
bars of a great nation, can d^troy, by the very mO' 
mentum of his power acting on events, anytMng that 
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Is written on paper, even if it be the (Joustitution of 
ttte United States. 

I could not help oniling as I said to myaeU: '^lt'0 
all the iame emywhere; the pride of man has no 
limits except death, nor his folly either.'' 

In democracies of a monarchical foiin there are 
restraints, ailificial and natural, put on the usurpa- 
tion of rights. The people are alert, forewarned, fore- 
armed. The fiTStem provides i^ydnst even the temp- 
tationa of lunirpation wiiich are recognised as la- 
tent! j imminent, and inherent to the heart of almost 
every man attaining supreme power. The few excep- 
tions but prove the rule. In a Repnlilie 8uch as ours 
when they occur they take the people, secure in the 
illusion that it is a government by the people, of the 
people^ for the people, completely unawares. 

When the meseage of December 2, 1913, was 
read, there were I mi few, vested with a semblance of 
power, who cried out, *'Pause a moment ! This ]i()licy 
may mean the collapse of Mexico. Do we wish to 
rohk the Mexican State, with not so mnch as a glance 
at her histoiy, her racial and dimatic condilionsy 
which latter, though they enter so largely into the 
questions confronting us, we can by no possible de- 
cree or governmental alchemy change?" Her history, 
alas I we did change, and to-day the 85 per cent, in 
company with the remaining 15 per cent, are walking 
barefoot over the broken glass of her fragile const!- 
tntion, not meant to be handled by nnskilled 
foreigners. 

It was the one-man power that nnconsdonsly we 
bowed before. It always happens so in history, no 
matter with what names we cover it. For evil or 
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for good, individnaUi make their natioii's Mstory. 

Today tho eo-called connnimistic govenmients are 
not only douiiiialed by one man, they exist or cease 
to ejlMt, as that one man exiats ceaseB to exist 
The hero of the hour wiU be foverer worshiped, aad 
over whatever he decrees fhe people will lling the 
glamour of thdr own worahip. The knowledge that 
his power, as iu our Hjstem, ( umes from no more lioly 
source than the voting booths, around which there 
is little mystery and less yirtue, as any ward poii- 
tidan in any town, big or little^ can tell the seareher 
after trath, ia no deterrent 

And in Republics there ia another phenontenon to 
be observed. I say Republics, becan^^e the fluctuating 
and generally unima^nalive will of the people is 
more apparent and often more diaastrona to Ubertj 
of thought and action, than* under flfyatems where 
a few akilled men avowedly control the^ onfpnt U 
ideas. It Is tiiis: a reeo^tlon of Hie nnayoidahie 
effects of certain causes, implicates the recognizer in 
the ellects; if these be unpleasant, he becomes 
unpopular. Public opinion haa never welcomed 
prophets except hj a preliminaiy shower of stonfi^ 
— whatever it may do later. 

In the United Btates a man who has discovered a 
fact is not disi inLrnishable from a man who has be- 
gotten one. if he is not the father of the baby he finds 
on the doorstep, he is apt to be saddled with it. To 
go further, to indicate that a thing may happen is 
equivalent, in the Imperfectly formed diacriminatoi/ 
powers of the public, to desiring it to happen, aod 
from thence to endeavoring to bring it about 

If in the liuiled States, where we live under the 
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^jnreatest constitntion ever formed from the minds of 
lueDj comparable only to what Minerva j produced 
full-fledged from her brain, operating with the most 
wonderfnl lutrmoiiy till latelj what thrown oat ol 
gear by tbe appearance of personalina with all its 
aceeflmries, pnblie opinion (bleMed by all the news 
fit or uiilit to print and every lMMly able to read) is nn- 
diacrimiuatinp:, why ask of the .^5 analphabetic per 
cent of an Indian JKepublic that they suddenly, over 
nighty distingiiiBh canae from effect, liberty from 
liberators, friends from foes? We are confronted 
bj the fact in oor own country that in proportion as 
we extend political liberty we have less personal 
liberty, the Hywlem tendn to paternalism, so decried. 
In a state like Mexico the inverse m true. There men 
still go to heaven or to hell in their own way and 
political liberty is non-existent Following on onr 
assnmption concerning conditions which Mr. Dool^ 
describes as ^'sslii^lii but different from Matsachoo- 
setts/' in Mexiro the nsult has been that the lettered 
class, i^essarily the upper class and necessarily in 
the minority in an Indian State, find themsetves in 
the strange political r61e of scapegoat for the nds- 
fortnnes of Mexico. Yet through knowledge^ not 
ignorance, came her glory and her might 

Any one contemplating governments sanely will, 
while awaiting the uncertain eTOlution of the sub- 
merged 85 per cent, choose to be governed by those 
who read and write rather than those who do not 
And while we are abont it, what had tlie Indian to 

tit him to become, according to the ^^ ilsonian theory, 
suddenly, en lihic, the ruler of his country's destinies? 
£Tolation is slow and Mexico's lour hundred years' 
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act on the liistorlcal atag^ ib as a moment compaieft 

to the time taken to produce the elements that com- 

pose the Uuitcd States, and to whose patteiu and 
image the Indian was suddenly commanded to fit 
himself. 

Here and there chosen people leayen the worid, u 
did the Jewi^ the Qreek% the Bomans, to take some of 
the oldest They appear In history, contribute to tiie 

wcjiM's riches, mural, intellectual and material ; from 
them after a thoiisaud, two thousand years, we iiml 
oux«elves assimilating all that we arc able of their 
greatness according to our national idioeiyiicrBsiei^ 
and, adding our own qualities^ emhodying another and 
particular form of greatness. Mexico in an anti-his- 
toric. aiiU-philusopliii', anti-common-sense way was 
j^suppoHed to go i^uddeuly from the depths of its 8.» 
per cent to the heights of its 15 per cent. There was 
a madness in the asking that could only make for 
disaster. Even in the most demental matters of pio> 
curing food and raiment, the Indian was to try to Ihre 
under conditions that did nut exist. He was supposed 
to transform himself from an Indian atavislieall v de- 
pending on the rainfall or wind-carrents, to one 
using intensiTe methods which his vety geographical 
and meteordoglcal conditions do not permiti unlese 
costly irrigation processes are put in force, processes 
that the iTuliau unaided is no more able to install 
than lie is lo harness the hUis. 

In this sudden pouring of political wisdom down 
his throaty wldch was the only way he could leceiTe 
it in the short time allowed him, practically only ofer 
night, to fit him, not alone to gorem himself, but his 
neighbor, he seems to have choked. The w ibc man 
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would htm paused. Not m Uib arbiter of Mezieo^fl 

destinieo. 

SouHfwhat after fft PatiFs promises for another 
world, in the tsviiikliiig of an eye, by tlie ilouribh of a 
signature, by the makijig of a speech in a foreign 
land^ tiie Indian was ezpected to be eometliing that he 
was noty and ma j prove never to have tbB ethnological 
qnantiee to beeome^ emi though Ida race pendate 

tL rough eons. 

This highminded but indiscreet and temporary ef- 
fort to save him from want (which has been proTen 
to bt) the nnaroidable lot of a large mi^rlty of human 
beingi^ even of the aopeiior races at Tariooa stagea 
in their ezfatenee ) , caiued him instead to listen to tiie 
confused shouts of "revoliitinnarios'' inciting him to 
do ho knew not what, turn lie know not where, until, 
starving, bewildered^ maddened^ lie died some lionid 
death or inflicted one. 

He might haye remained a ha^j Indian; the 
husband of Tsrlons wives, the father of many cldl* 
dren, planting his bean.s as fancy or the rainfall 
indiratri], ]<iieeling for hours with outstretched arms 
in some stilly dim, pink, lovely church before a candle- 
lit altar^ worshiping a doubtless somewhat distorted 
image of the white man's Qod, or reeling frmu some 
**Souyeniip of the Future^* or some '^Temple of Venus^ 
in the guise of a pulque shop; his days, in any case, 
spent unHfr a matchless and consoling sun, his nights 
under near and brilliant stars. 

On a return from Ifexico I passed throng ^'the 
dully red hideousness of Georgia^'' and when I saw 
those treeless factory towns^ built on that red grassp 
le&s bOil, oiiexi wlliiuul a churcli bpire, and never a 
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chOd aboTe a certain age playing before the door^ 
I did not think bo badly of one-Ume Mexican mimerj. 

If presaed I might even bii\ e chosen it to that of mj 
native land. 

Mr. Wilson unfortunately, during the period when 
he vaa interested in the enbject, had in hia mind a 
pnrely mythical Mexico whidi he endeaTored to 
nlate by flubJectlYe sentiments, mostly condemna* 

tory. 

Of the ri al ethical, economiccdj soc ial, historical 
Mexico he had as little idea as astronomers of the 
real ethical^ economical^ social and historical Mars. 
The Tagne theories advanced by scientists concemlxig 
the supposed needs of the Martian inhabitants would 
doubtless, if we could impose them, be as disastrous 
as Mr. Wilson's theories conoi i iiiug Mexico, colored 
further by a virtuous abhorrence for the very 
depraved personality of the last constitutional Presi- 
dent of that nnhappy land. Thus to Hnerta's other 
difficnlties was added a supremely powerful exter- 
nal enemy into whose hands a mighty people with the 
unquestioning generosity that distinguishes them 
where they have given their confidence, placed a 
blank check drawable against their almost incal- 
culable wealth and power* In the face of this, 
Hnerta's plan, and he showed a strange acumen, was 
to count on the assistance of time, which carries 
away alike ^ood and evil. It was his only hui)e and 
hence his endless prevarications, sometimes bold, 
sometimes puerile. Hnerta knew his enemy was 
mortal; he liad seen so many men despised oc dead, 
that he was keenly aware of the transitoriness both 
of gloiy and of physical life. Also, any man, he 
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ecnew, who liyes long enough will experience the in- 
ionstani e of fortune. The only thing left him was a 
ra^j^ue hope in chance, which alone could rid Mm ot 
his chief enemy. 

Admittedly Huerta obeyed the dietateg of his 
tnteroBty which donhtleBshe confomided with those of 
the State. The old Indian, with the BamenesB of 
Iwniiaii nature come to power in difficult times, acted 
according to Machiavelli, that illustrious teacher of 
peoples as well as princes. He took hiis situation as 
it was, not as it should hare beeiL The interior task 
was colossal. Like all men come to power by Tiolence, 
he not only had to take into account the ambitions 
of those supporting him, but to endeavor to restrain 
the cruelties and excesses of his army. He had 
further more to satisfy this last, while at the same 
time he protected the civil population. One of the 
natural fonctions of armies is pillage, loot and 
rapine. He might, perhaps, and history will give him 
the 1)( IK fit of the doubt, have fulfilled his task, for 
the order-loving elements showed a tendency to 
group themselves about him^ as the only person rep* 
resenting Constitntional gOTemment^ and with which 
th^ were inevitably destined to stand or to fall. 

That Huerta was gifted as well as wicked and 
unfortimaie no one will deny. He liati something of 
the lion and much of the fox in his make-up. His 
instincts were Indian^ his methods Latin-American, 
^the only methods^ however, that circnmstances had 
brought to his notice. An nnpleasing combination, 
even a loathly combination, to the virtnons mier of 
an An^'^lo-Saxon Republic. From the repugnance, 
even detestation, that such a combination awakened, 
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to tsjing to change its essential qualities, seems to 
have been Imt a atep. InfErtead, howeyer, of allawiiis 
tiliese protoplaamie demociatg to nouriali tliemseba 

and evolve along their inevitable lines. President 
Wilson'ti desire was to see 85 per cent of tliem turned 
into fully developed deserving democrats over uigfat 
This being oat of Nature's way, history t<eBtjfl(fiB that 
in the premre^ these inoiganic bits were SBiagij 
squashed out of any semblance to anything. 

But the destinies of Mexico have been, for the last | 
seven years and more, determined by men who. 
though they are learned in many matters, have beeii 
totally ignorant of things Mexican^ and have quite j 
franldy wished to remain ignorant The other 
arbitera her deetiny are fcaleidoecopie bandit i 
chiefs appearing for a brief time to disappear by 
violent deaths, whose adherents and then i selves, , 
forming the famous one-haif per cent of one per cent 
of the population exact, in addition to the inevitable 
pound of flesh, all the worldly poflscflniwia of the ^ 
remaining Mezicana. Theae we inrist on holding is | 
power, while we keep enlightened, educated Mexicsitf 
in exile, the kind of men wlio correspuudingly wield 
power in the United Btates. Sometimes they are rich, 
BCHnetimee they are poor, after the way of good citi- 
aena in any country, and the eentimentid ^'democracy"' 
we have installed and sustained can only be enji^ed 
by them out of their counti-y. 

Now the i)Iiiloaophio history of those prismatic, 
unstable, active manifestations, Latin-American 
political is^ems, is one ot the most interesting gor- 
emmenlal phenomena the world has to show, and 
Mexico la not to be understood withont emne eta^T \ 
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of it It aboimds in what maj be called laUier 
indetennlnately ^Hmman natme," which gushes oat 
from a few elementa] eoarees quite immodified liy the 

c<iii\cntions that screen it^ governmonlul usfs in 
oLiier countries, which, however, if studietl, would 
be found to somewhat resemble it. The personal 
equation is Tiaibly and constantij at wofk on the 
national day, which takes a form and shape from it^ 
easily transformable and tranflmntable into still 
fioinething else. Tlicre is nothing 8t4?reotyped about 
it, excei)t in so far as its mauifeHlulious are generally 
true to type, and resemble the colors of the spectrum 
Sn their Tariety and the acts of Qod in their 
nnexpectednesa 

Of two determining Latin-American political atixl> 
bntes, I would like to say a word, Envy and Person- 
aiinm. The IU-hL is inherent, omnipresent. Indeed, one 
whose talents and situation enable him to know his 
conntxy well, has even said: — ^^o a Latin-American 
of the middle-class the greatest offense that can be 
offered him — greater than taking his wife from him, 
' violating his daughter, or dislimiring his face with 
siiiphurie acid — is to have one ol his friends amass a 
fortune. This is not to be endured. The heart of one 
to whom this affnmt haa been offered is consnmed hj 
a white-heat enTy, molten lead coondng throni^ his 
▼eins instead of blood. 

''If the wealth lias been acquired by means of 
defrau<ling tlie pul>Uc, which in our decadent social 
fl^ystem constitutes no stigma, then envy is capable of 
transforming the injured one from a lamb into a lion, 
from a weakling into an athlete, from an arrant 
coward into a legendary hero, from a self-seeking 
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egotist into a mblime patriot, wo long ae it givoa bim 

au opi)ortuuity to take vengeance on his former 
friend, luul at tin; aame time to defraud his conntry 
tor hm own benefit, even to the point of surpafiauig 
the rapacity of the first offender." 

Accompanying thia besetting^ omnipraent iin of 
envy is the equally active and nbiqnitoiui Per- 
sonal ism. Each public man is willing to sustain to 
the death his theory of government In the casr <)'■ 
a man of genius like Don Podirio this is an im 
mense advantage; in the usual mOf it produces dis- 
order of the most horrid and deetmctiYe kind. 

Pereonalimn having unfortunately made its appear* 
ance in politics in the United States during the past 
seven yearns, there are those perhaps at last engaged 
in the study of it at near quarters^ and it will be 
most useful in future appraisements of the Mexican 
aitaation. It is not in oar traditioni nor in our 
natural habit^ to destroy a man because of the 
opinions he holds, nor, if he happens to differ, decree 
war to the knife, as in Latin-American Stales. Also 
in (iue8iiuijs4 of national moment, until the Peace Con- 
ference, which, in parenthesis, makes the disdained 
Congress of Vienna appear as a gathering of angels^ 
philosophers and altruists, bofii our political parties 
were supposed to have equal interests and equal 
rights, as tliey wouM iM('\ i i;il»ly inul automatically he 
called on to make equal sacrlUces and hear equal 
responsibilities. 

Even the most casual survey of Latin-American 
politics, seen in their most accentuated form in 
Mexico, reveals them as having something deeply, 
fatally and entirely personal about them. Whatever 



Digitized by Google 



VXCTOBIAl^O HUEBTA 



2^1 



principal is in question is nol separable from the 
man holding it Politics are inevitably irresponsible 
under these conditionB» and completely destructive 
to the indiTidnal, whose end is almost invariably 
tradden death (Mr exile. The rery few exceptions but 
prove the rule. The ^reat Juarez did die in his bed, 
"but only just in time not to be caught up in the 
uncertainties, or rather certainties, of the well- 
ajdyanced revolt of General Gonsales Ort^;a. 

Under sach conditions which present themselves 
with the inevitability of natural phenomena, the 
decree ^'to tlie end that bloodshed cease in Mexico'* 
micflit as well have been a deeree that there be a 
nnilorm rainlall thei-e, and despite the virility and 
rii^teonsness of these words, who would pretend that 
they could have an effect on the seasons? 

Compared, let us say, with the impersonal metiiodB 
of English politics, where political opponents will 
sX)end week-ends together for 20 years, and play golf 
in harmony for 40, with scarcely a destructive 
thought (as regards the life and property, at least, 
of the opponent), the bitter personalism of Latin* 
American polities is Incomprehensible. Tet it is a 
fact to be reckoned with in government in those 
countries, that disagreement in politics almunl auto- 
matically becomes a matter of burning, personal hate. 
And further in a country whose sons if they do not 
know how to live, do know how to die, having not only 
amall regard for each other's lives, but for their own, 
each and every political conception is sustained at tiie 
fullest risk to the individual. 

In latitudes and longitudes where there is an 
undue value put on life, this essential idiosyncra^ 
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is not takeu in to account. 8iich nations, however, . 
with all their weaknesses have a certain scorn ' 
for those, like ooraelves, over-loving of lifes. For ail I 
miut die, though we Ani^o-Saxonfii vbo can nuto | 
OOTSelyea believe almost anything that is not so, get, 
for the most part, no further than the general con- I 
elusion that though other men will and do die^ one's [ 
self may possibly escape. In this I except the Celt; | 
he dies for the <4dea" or the faith* g^erooflijy 
eagerly, in antidpation and in fact 

One of the things that strikes most deeply him vho 
contemplates with a free eye things Mexican, is the 
way of death. There is almost invariably a quiet 
dignity about it. Few public men die in their beds. 
Eather swiftly, arbitrarily from some position in 
Which their acts and destiny haye placed them do thcgr 
^dure their going hence." A man like Don Alberta 
Garcia Granados (to speak of some one I knew), at 
the ajre of 75, was taken Ity Carrancista soldiery to tlie 
Escuela de Tir and there shot He was in bed with 
a mortal illness when seized. Salt injections were 
given him, and he had forther to be foonnd to a 
post before the firing squad codd get In their wotk. 
He died in supreme composure of soul. The death of 
such a miiii and that of i\w most untutored luilian in 
outwardly the same. I remember once seeing a 
peon pass down the street between two soldiers, with 
fingers on ihdr gun-triggers* Not tall^ he yet h^d 
himself loftily, and the expression of his fSsce was 
one of complete tranquillity. Behind him weeping, 
but not veiy loudly, was his woman. A baby was 
bound to her heart by a blue reboso and a round- 
eyed little girl too small to be £ri|^tened, was 



Digitized by Google 



VICTOEIANO HUiiJiTA 



233 



running by her side, clutching with one hand a ]>it 
of her mother's wkirt. In her otlier was an ornii<!;< , 
veij probably glT^ lier by one of the goank. lh& 
pace of the groap was qnielu The moniliig was 
damlliifc the beauty of the earth eyea unto tear«> In 
another hour that man walking nnder the bine dome 
would have closed his eyas on it And it was nut 
cn-fn an idea that gave him his courage, it was some- 
tMng within himself, a grouping of qualities^ a lack 
of them some will crj, that made him, poor Indian, 
and free in fiMe of it 
I who was not to die was more tronUed at the 
sight of it| than he who waa to enduie it. 



CHAPTKB XX 



Tho Diplomtie Ckirp« in Mexico City at th« Time of Hnattft^ Ae- 

ceasion to Power. 

A glance at the Diplomatic Corps at the time of 
Madero's assassination^ and the general attitude of 
the countries represented and advised conceming 
the recognition of the Hnerta de facto gayemmenti 
wUl throw into high relief the extreme personalism 
of our lion-i ecogiiition. We fnrtherinoi e stood to gain 
what the other nations did by reco*;iiition, onr only 
difference being that we were in a geographical and 
political position to min Mexico by non-recognition. 

During many months the diplomatic corps had been 
formnlatin^, — ^to themselves,— of course, we only got 
echoes of it, beiiii^ like the proverbial husband '*the 
last to know," — their ideas oi what we really were 
about. 

The Qerman minister in the politest and moat 
veOed of langnage^ intimated to me in a somewhat 
protracted conversation that onr policy was evidently 

to weaken the Mexicans l)y non-recognition, and when 
thev were sulllicientlv reduced come into ^lexico 
cheaply, thus avoiding armed intervention, which 
would be much better for the Mexicans thou|^ it 
would be more expensive for us. Indeed, all the 
colleagues v^ed behind unassailably discreet and 
courteotis remarks to our face, what they doubtless 
called by other names behind our 

2H 
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The diplomatic corps was peculiarly well composed 
at the time of Madero's assassination, the men rep- 
reeentiiig the great natioiis having all^ with the 
ezceptioii of the Gennan and Belgian miniiteniy long 
Iiattn-American experience, and were hence quite 

familiar with the iiht noiiK iia that presented itself. 
These two gentlemen were lN>th^ howeyer^ intiutlTe 
and trained. 

Mr. Btnmge^ the Britieh Miniflter^ had come to 
Mexico (Mf firom Bogota, Though an Iriahman, he 
^-as in his soul a peacemaker, a reconciler of factions, 
a mau who in his heart deplored violence. The 
drama of the Tragic Ten Days was played out at his 
Teiy door, whence he could see ita every involution, 
as the actors appeared and disappeared from the 
stage, which happened to be set in. part in an cipea 
space, fnmished with machine guns and cannon, in 
front of the Legation. Tlio luiuister himself often 
extended the hospitality ot his cellar to various stars 
in the drama, who, if they had been able to make 
their eziti^ wonld come to him begging a^ylnm. It 
was here^ protected by the Hon and the UnicorUi 
that at nine o^dock on the morning of the 18th of 
I cl)i uary Kobles Gil found Mr. de la Barra, to tell 
hi 111 that he had been desijjnated Minister for Foreign 
An airs iu the Huerta cabinet. 

Though so excellently placed to see it as it really 
was, not as people who had not seen it thought it 
ought to be, Mr. Stronge did not counsel his govern- 
ment against recognition. He quite simply realized, 
as did the other di})loinat8, that Madero had but paid 
the normal though high price of political failure in 
Mexico. Becognidon was given, not of course, at the 
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moiae&4^ but with that decent regard for 'toi con- 
yenances** which stamps British diplomacy with such 

dignity, when the affair was literally cold In its grave, [ 
and the protocolic amount of grass and weeds had ! 
grown above it, — nicely watered with oil. | 

Sir Lionel Carden^^ who succeeded Mr. Strange, 
had had thirty yean^ experience of Latin-America, 
and was peculiarly able to giye his country accurate 
information. He was not a man to jump to extremes^ 
nor was he one to espouse a cause hastily, iu fact, : 
he was somewhat nnelastic. Due consideration of 
facta^ and moderation, after the most conscientious 
scrutiny of them, would mark any decision he made 
or advised. He had^ some 16 years before, been Con- 
Bul-Oeneral to Mexico and was but lately come from 
Guatemala, where he had been Minister Pknipoten- 
tiarv. There wan nothin<z ho saw in tiie situation on 
Ma arilTal in Mexico City, the 10th of October, 1913, 
to cause him to cable his government advising a 

'*It was in 1882 during the Presidencj of Gonzales that Lionel 
Garden first went to Mexico. He was at the time VieMSonsuI to 
Havana. In purstianco of nn idea that it wonlfl be an excellent 
thing both for England and Mexico to renew diplomatic relation% hd 
•aked permission of the Foreigii OiBee to go to Mexico to ^imlo 
a cominercial report on the con dition of the coiintrT. He was given 
leave from Havana for three months. His re|iort was such that a 
speeial envoy wsa ihortilf after appointed to go to Ifazieo, nd Dom. 
Ignacio Mariscal went to London. Subsequentlr Mr. Garden waa 
made Consul to Mexico City, occupying that post fnr n^^nrTy seven- 
teen years. There being many questions to aettle durmg that period, 
he was also appointed Commissioner for the settlement of the Britidi 
Cbims. Ho learnt much about the early revolutions and tho pre- 
vailing conditions from Oeoeral Berriozbal, who was the Mexican 
ComBnirioner. He was witness to the leeonstroetloB of the country 
under Porfirio Diaz. He was also to be witness of its destructioa 
nnder Carranza. Who better than >ie eoulrl hare advised his fjovem- 
meut? He saw from tho bcginuiug, with prophecy inspired by 
experfenee, fiio diaastrousness of our Mexican poliej. Mr. V^soa, 
however, wag even then, ** though less than God, somewhat more 
than mabomety ' ' and Sir Lionel 's prophecy as cwU as his ea^terience 
woo tnMm» He died ia London in tlie spring of 1016. 
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delay in pieBenting ids letters of credence. Neither 
did Mfl reey able secretary, Hohler, who had already 
spent several enlightening and edncatiTe years in 

Mexico^ hare anything to rereal to him that conld 
act as a sudden deterrent. Const (jnently. in con- 
formity with his instructions, Ue presentecl liie credeA» 
tials the day after his arrivaL 

finerta amid all his sorrows was destined here 
and there to know bri^ moments of trinmph. This 
was one of them. Looking appalled and conscience- 
stricken on the whole dii^astroas period, I do not 
grudge it to him. 

The presentation by the British envoy of his letters 
on October Itthy the morning after the conp d'etat 
in the Chamber of Depaties^ went to Hnerta^ head. 
It opened out to him the splendid, the intoxi- 
cating \ista of possible recognition by the United 
States, without which he knew that no government 
in Mexico can stand. It was his obsession, the passion 
of his hearty the dream oi his nif^ts^ the motiye force 
of his days. Inddentslly it was^ for the United 
Btates, the heaven-sent moment to present acconnts. 
("hamizuJ, Magdalcna Day, ihe Bio Colorado, could 
have !>pen literally washed off the slate, tlie claims 
against the Mexican government incurred during the 
revolution, business disputes pending for years^ good 
or bad, vital or trivial, conld have been r^nlated 
to onr satisfaction, and without disaster to Mexico. 
It might liave been a day of judgment witli the 
difference that the judged, both goats nnd slipop, with 
their atfairs pleasantly regulntr d, could begin to live 
again on the new basis. Did we take advantage of 
this unique occasion? Not for a moment* We simply 
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proceeded in the most awkward way of the country 
yokel, slinging the liail for the first time, and getting 
at everything except the chaff in the radins of the 
flail, to de^troj the man who was mad to please im, 
to etrangle a creditor who was willing and erea 
anzioiM to pay. It is the most stopid act our hiatory 
records, defying any comparison. And they call ud 
a nation of hard-beaded business men! 

It was the spell of the one-man power acting aa 
sDiely above the Bio Grande as below it 

To retiim to the Diplomatic Ckvps. Hr. Strongs, 
Mr. Hohler and Sir I^onel Garden were all gentle* 
men in the most general and particular sense of tlie 
word. Tbey bad the antipathy to violence and 
Yillaiiiy natural to their type and kind. Instead, 
however^ of being able to deal with the pnreiy sob- 
jectlTe Mexico projected frani Washington^ they 
fonnd themsdyes obliged to take her as she was, and 
to decide action on the basis of daily facts, where 
they concerned the life and property of their 
nationals; also to extend what help decency and good 
sense prompted in related Meadcan matters. 

The WUe was difficiilt For Sir Lionel it became 
impossible. Into that beantifnl city, where as Consul- 
Gent rai be had dwelt for iiianv years duriu^ the For 
fin\on ppHce, \\li(H'e he had se< n (be ITiierta govern- 
ment, though bound hard and fast by the ^^watchfui 
waiting" policy^ keeping order and endeaToring not 
nnsnccessfally to proceed with tbe nsoal and im* 
mediate affairs of goyemment, he was to see the 
Carranza hordes pour, barefoot, dirty, noisy, 
1)11 Hying, looting, violating, destroying. He was 
himself to be ordered by Garranza ^^to get out of the 
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country in twenty-four Lours, or be ])iit out,"— only 
a biiort two days after General ObregOn's entry at 
the head of the Constitutional troops. 

Before letarning to Mexlca in April of 1914^ 8ir 
lionel had^ wlille in London, telegraplied to Oenend 
Diaz, then in Paris, askiug for au interview, liis 
(luesHon wa8: — 'V.Q^i<'ii Huerta?"^ — ^ ^W Iio and 
what is Huerta, and what ia yonr eatuuate of the 
aitnationT^ 

The answer of tliat reader of men's hearCa ia on 

the files in Downing Street. It but confirmed the 
British })u]icy of reru^^uition of the Huerta de facto 
government. General and Madame Diaa drove 81 r 
Liond to YeraaiUeif^ lunched there^ and on their 
return a conVeraation took place in the apartment 
of General Diaz at the Hotel Astoria. General Dlaa 
considered Huerta, in spite of his so evident defects, 
the "man of the hour," and doubtless thought that 
he migfktf if the load of Waahington'a hate were 
replaced 1^ Waahington'a indifference, get ont of the 
mess. The fourth part Indian in Don Porfirio enabled 
him to understand the total Indian in IIiici ta. He 
could be counted on to be resourceful, preserving, 
patient He waa gifted to an nnnaoal degree with the 
nenal Indian atoiciamy and he waa proving decidedly 
lAdHfal in fighting Washington's guerrilla methods 
of warfare. (1ou1»1(m] with the money blockade and 
unlimited arms and ammunitions for his enemies. 

To his Indian qualities Don Porfirio added the 
Imagination of the Latin, which enabled him to com- 
pletely appraise tills complex and faulty personality 
in the light oi hia relatiousi to foreign nations, as well 



Digitized by Google 



240 TSTIMATE PAQE8 OF MEXICAN HISTOBT 

as his potentialities where his own was concerned. 
His word will doabtless count with history* 
M. Lefaiyre, the French Minister^ was a man of 

unusual culture, yersed in history, philosojiJiy and 
Belles Lettres. His very a^^rcH able couversatioii was 
embellished with illustration and apt quotation, and 
after the French manner, he eadl^ gave of hiB best 
He had in addition a long Latin-American ea^eri- 
ence, having had yarioos Sonth American pootay and 
from Hayana, where he had been Minister, he had 
been appointed to Moxi( o, which post he had lu 1<1 for 
some five years. He had been raised to the rank of 
Special Ambassador representing France at the Osn- 
tenary, had witnessed the apotheosis of Dias, had aeea 
the gradual darkening of the Mexican landscape dar- 
ing the Madero regime and the loosening cif the 
threads of government. CuriouBly eiiongh he had 
been among those who received the exiled Maker of 
Modern Mexico on his arrival in Paria^ when he 
stepped from the train at the Qare Saint Lawra tbat 
June evening of 1911.^ 

Though in the earliest stage of Huerta's incnin- 
bency M. Lefaivre had been besuuglil by Mr, de la 
Barra^ then Minister for Foreign Affairs, to endeavor 
to hasten the recognition France of the de facto 

'^farl.nno Lofaivre pves this picture in n letter: *'The nij^ht of 
Tuesday we were at the Garo St. Lararo to receiTe the dethroned 
cooplow Th* President seems mueh older and changed, but hia air 
of serenity and di^,'nity is quite in kfppirj: with hia sad rfile of king 
in exile. Three or ioor hundred people were on the platform, all 
niiidi alfested and foB of the moal nspeetfal ^fmpathy. H« 
clasped both hands with effiiaion. It ie said that he ie very poor. 
Aftor thirty years of absolute power, he possesses only the most 
modest of fortunes. I ient to their hotel a niai^iticeat bouquet io 
the Mqieaa aoiors, my vraal moaiomj disappearing in tarn of tiii 
dnais and ttii tnjoittoe of Uttoiy.'' 
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gOYemment, he felt the wisdom of connaeling delay. 
In order to see what elements of power Hnerta would 

be ubie to «;roup about him; above all what 
guarantees vn\i\d be eouiiled on couceruing the 
interests ot the very large, and at that time Teiy 
pro^peronSy French colony in Mexico. 

A few days anbseqnent to the recognition of the 
Hnerta de facto government by Great Britain, it 
w as also recojj^nized by France. 

To Bi'fior Colocran, the Spanish Minister, the 
situation was trying, not so much in itself, he i*ecog- 
nized it as normal, but becanse of the ezcesaes com- 
mitted Villa in particnlar, and chance bandits in 
general, against the persons and property of his 
nationals. Villa, before he had become "a safe man 
to tie to," had declared that he intruded to see to it 
himself that eveiy Spaniard, with the smallest 
amount of hand bag^ge or none, got out of Mexico. 
When I returned in October, 1018, he had jnst 
execnted nine Iberians in Toneon who had unwisely 
demurred at turning over to him their earthly goods. 
This, however, they were finally obliged to do after 
the preliminaiy ceremony of digging their own 
graves. 

Seiior Cdogaa was a tall man, no longer young, 
of grave and gentle presence, untiringly deyoted to 
duly. He was married to a very handsome Vera 

Cruzana, and had been, all his life, familiar with 
6pani«h-Amenca. 

When, worn and discouraj^ed. having witnessed the 
ruin of Mexico, and that of his nationals, Senor 
Gdlogan asked for his recall, the Minister Plenipoten- 
tiaiy who succeeded him, Sef&or Caro y Bedch^nyi, 
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had but a ahort tenure iji office. He waa expelled hj 
Oarranea in Febmaryt 1^16. In the hillefrdonx 

infoiniiiiL: liim to depart within twenty-four hours 
he was addiebritd quite Bimply as "cuidadano Caro" 
("citizen Caro"), whidi was so resented by the dip- 
ICMDAtic enroja in the Mexican capital aa incompat^ 
iUe with thdr official dignity^ that thcjjr recooi- 
mended Iheir own recall by thdr yariona goveriF 
ments. Senor OaPD was refused escort to Vera Cruz 
by General Obregon, who left biiu to arrive or not 
arrive, as accident mi^lit clct( rmine. Once in YeOL 
Oma the Captain ot the U. waiahip DeUamre, 
protected him and hia baggage from the **police^' and 
saw to his aafe tranafer to the ahip Mafia CriMm, 
lying outaide the harbor. The days of the Huertistian 
international courtesiea were dead along with ererj' 
thing else. 

Italy waa not at the time repreaented, her albdia 
being in the handa of the Biitiah. Anatzia had a 
Charge d^Affairea. 

The Belgian Miuister, M. Panl May. an interesting 
and agreeable ligure among the diplomat was 
naturally very astute, aa well as schooled in iiit 
national procedure. He subsequently tried, aa did ^ 
lionel Garden, in the moat eautioua and courteoaa 
way to enlighten American public opinion aa to the 
screaming, elbowing facts of the situation. They 
succeeded only in jostlinp: tlie chip on AN'a^hington'S 
shoulder, receiving in turn, both of them, a shower 
of stones from Washington's ^Mt, in the shape ct a 
press campaign against them. 

The Belgian Legation, in the Paseo, was partic* 
ularly exposed doling the bombaidiuent of the Tiragic 
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Ten Dayy, aud M. May had Imawn not only anxiety, 
hut danger. With his wife and two young children 
he finally took refuge in the Qenoan Legaticm, in the 
lees exposed Calle Liverpool, ae did also the family 
of M, Joeeph fittmon, whoee honee^ near the Belgiaii 
Legation, had received a warning shdl through the 
drawing room walls. 

In spite of all that he had seen M. May, recognizing 
how coy is l^^ty in Mexico, and how wary about 
returning when once frightened away, eonneded bia 
goremment to foUow flie other govemmente In the 
matter of recognition. 

The diplftni.'jts, with the exception of von Hintse, 
spoke Spanish admirably, M. May being almost per- 
fectly pdyi^oty OTifl the affair had to them only the 
usual myetexy which they had discorered every Mex- 
ican Is apt to fling stent his simplest ss weU as his 
most complex act. 

M. Jose])h Simon, at Uiat time Inspector of 
Finances of the Banco Kacional, was an important 
figure in Mexica Highly gifted, of wide inter- 
national experience^ of repntation so unsullied that 
neither enemies nor friends could assail it^ he went, 
in the summer following' Ilnerta's accession to power, 
to France to Jidvine a loan for the de facto govern- 
in eut. This was iii-st and very naturally with a view 
to protecting the enormous French interests, to be 
safeguarded only if the actual responsible govern** 
ment were safeguarded. 

The loan was ammged on his representation, he 
beinp in a nnique position to know liie facts of the 
situation, aud loans are notonoiisly made, where 
possible, according to fact rather than fancy* On his 
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way back to Mexico in October, he learned, to his 
astonish men at the first port be touched at, Havana, 
that while he was on the water hia gtrntrnment had 
been informed bj Washington that anj loan made bj 
France to the Hnerta Ooremment would be con- 
sidered *'an uiifrii inlly act." The French government 
very naturally called it off. From that nioiuent 
Hnerta's liurnir ial fate was sealed, together with that 
of billions of foreign property in Mexico^ it being 
the first definite step of that nnhappj conntey toward 
Tepn^atlon of her Foreign Debt The great work of 
Diaz and Liniantoiir collapsed completely, when 
France thus renounced as did utlier Enropf an states, 
her own policy towai-ds Mexico to follow that of 
'Sratchf al waiting,'' In dae time these same nations^ 
when intemati<Hisl war indebtednesses tm being 
reckcmed np (in the necessarily nnaltroistic attitude 
Lhat attends final reckonings, where benefits are 
forgot and future favors not visible enough to inspire 
a lively sense of gratitude), will present their large 
Mexican accounts to the United States. 

As to tiie representatiTes of tbe Iiatln*Ameri€an 
States to the City of Mexico, they were not at all in 
the dark as to what had liappened. Each had but lo 
tnra any chance page of his own history to find 
enligliteuing resemblances. Cimmeiian darkness prO' 
▼ailed alone in the north. 

Mr. Heniy Lane Wilson, Ambassador to Mesico 
since ld08, and dean of the Diplomatic Corps, had 
spent seven years as Minister to Chili, and was also 
not sur})i i.sed by the phenomena that i)re.st uled itself. 
He had long l)een a student of La tin- American poli^ 
cal history. He also had witnessed the apotheosis of 
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the Diaz Adminstration, fitting end to thirty years 

of proapeiitjr along non-elective lines, lie knew, ' 

moreover, how delicate was Mexico'^s governmental 

machfneiy, by tlie skilfiil workings of which alone 

her peace was to be maintained. He natnrall j tried 

to acquaint his government with facts that could be 

gauged only by those daily confronted by tlu ni in 

their naked aspect^ and conversant with their acces- 

BOrj phenomena. 

All other Spanish speaking foreigners were in- 
formed as to the sitoalion and able to read die very | 
clear writing on the wall. The Ambassador had been 
convinced at an early peri<id of the ( uinplete incom- | 
petence of Mudero for govemment. It was demon- 
strated to him daily by first-hand facts, not fancies ! 
or tlieories. He knew, f nrthennorey that it was time 
wasted for Mexico. Events have proved him rig^t 

He qnite aptly described the Madero regime as 
active and annoying in small matters, and evasive, 
sluggish and neglectful in big things. lie had come 
to consider that the responsibilities of office, and the 
disappointments resulting from die intrigues and 
jealonsies all about him had shattered Madero^s 
reason. He likened the last months of his incumbency 
to a mild reign of terror, marked by exaj^ji^rated 
espionage, a reckless squandering of public money, 
impnsonments accompanied hy other and more final 
diMppearance% and above all by the mnzsling ot the 
Frew, thoni^ Its freedom had been one of the 
brightest Jewels in the Maderista crown. What 
Madero was fitted for really, was the quiet life of a 
country gentleman nursing benevolent ideals in a 
blameless and sheltered existence. 



I 
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When the revolutionary machinery after its secular i 
manner bcuaii to tnm asrain, the Ambassador saw I 
its meaning and import HiB tirst idea was to protect I 
the life and property of his national^ which he did \ 
adminiblyy iecoBded during aU those days of ibB 
Decena Tragica by hia charming and coimgeo^ I 
His second was to try by the weight of his authority 
as Ambassador and dean of the Di])lumatic Corps, to 
save what was still to be saved for foreign interests 
in Mexica 

As dean, messages from foreign r qpro a cn tattveg as | 
a body passed through his bands to tiie Mesicaii 

authorities, who communicated their answers in like 
manner, the United States Embassy thus becoming ^ 
the natural focus of events. I 

The Ambassadw proeeedsd according to the now | 
effete theory that onr government has primary duties 
rdating to the protection of the life and property of [ 
its own nationals, and secondary duties growing our 
of proximity and our announced policy to afford pro- 
tection to foreigners as well, who^ because of that 
policy, cannot nse their own means €i protection* 

When Hnerta became military commander of the j 
City of Mexico on the 9th of Febmary, the full light 
thro^Ti on the center of the stage whereon he had j 
stepped showed him embodyin<x every clinnirtoi-ist ic, 
poss^sing every accessory of the secular '^military 
genius," the ty^e man with Che army at his back, 
who inevitably appears at such moments in Mexica ' 
He could on]} act true to type and precedent | 

Whatever was to be savc^d out of the sitnadon, was | 
to be saved by him. This the Ambassador and Ids 
colleagues realised, and they have, alasy been ahun- 
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dantly jnstiflecL DoubtleM the testimonj of flie. men 

compriging the diplomatic corps at that time will 
l>e accepted by history (wliirli iinally judges men and 
events in relation to their origin and environment) 
rather than the preconceptions of an alien mind, 
woridng gpamodtcally, and which in the end detached 
itself from the matter somewhat as a man detaches 
himself from a slightly unpleasant, only half-remem- 
bered dream. Few history-determining facts are as 
clear as the hatred of a President of the United 
States for a President of Mexico. It has been called 
mere pedantry to put the blame for erents on anj 
one man. This exception prores Uie role. Had it 
come about through the implacable force of economic 
destinies^ or the equally implacable encroach ruenU* 
of the strong, one could Tiew it more calmly, saying 
with Ecclesiastes: 

<<A]1 things aie bard . . . What is it that hath 
been? The same tidng that shaUba Whatisitthat 
bath been done? The same that shall be done." 

Huerta \\ as moreover the choice, free, or imposed 
by circumstances, is a hair splitting detail, of the 
best elements of the country, the elements represent- 
ing tradition, learning, ezplnience, statecraft All 
those things, in fact, that nntil the incnndon into 
civilization of the ''Reds" have been considered gov- 
ernmental assets by the wise men of the ages, were 
primarily in Mexico to be denied, east out, called 
anathema. It sometimes seems to me that first, from 
Washington was wafted to Mexico that fatal seed of 
disintegration which the dTiUied world in horror 
sees grow like the tiny mustard seed into the greatest 
tree, darkening in its deep shade the briglit wovka 
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of the agttk If tlie best dementB of Mexico racog- 

nized the Hnerta dictatorship^ it must be that there 
was some reason for it worthy of consideration- 
They were faced by facts^ which bore little or no re- 
semblance to the subsequent theories on wMch non- 
recognitioii was based. In looking at it now in the 
light ci hiBt(H79 woild-histoiy and Mexican histOTy, 
the only mistake committed was one inherent to tbe 
situation. TIiIf ^\ ;i« tliat Madero did not take asylum 
in the American Embassy. And this was due to that 
strange clouding of events^ which takes place in 
Mexico as inevitably as atmospheric changee take 
place, after certain preesores. Borne mist^ atavistic, 
indispellable, intervenes between men and situa- 
tions. This brings about a suspension of ini ntal 
processes; with everything possible and nothing 
accounted probable, nobody ever foresees the inevi- 
table ontcome of a situationy though it will be tbe 
outcome of a hundred analogous sltoationa Oep- 
tainly the negligence of Huerta himself in those days, 
iiH idrtiUl doubtless to the excitements and preoccu- 
pations of fast-occurring events, was to be fatal to 
him, and in the end to draw him as well as Madero 
into the dark Chamber of Death. That Francisco L 
Madero would, however, have been assassinated at 
some later date is certain. His violent going hence 
was a natural act of the orjAanic political body, but 
had Iluerta delivered him to the American Embassy 
marked, 'Valuable," "fragile," "to be handled with 
care," and got a receipt for liim, he might have de* 
layed his death, and saved himself, peihapsi In* 
stead there was some fa(:il slipi)ing of the cog. 
It is more than possible that in those repeUtive, 
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historii ul launients, the death of Madt l o as a solu- 
tion, quite logical, preseuted it&elf to Haerta. He 
might eTcii^ as better and worse men than he haye 
donei in like hanrSy consommated it himself without 
turning a hairy had a perfictly safe and explicit occa* 
sion offered itself. That he did so, history has failed 
completely to prove, and if all the men who desired 
the death of enemies were hanged, no state, however 
rich or popnlonsi could provide soffldent rope or 
enough hangmen. 

Of Herr Ton Hintse, in the ligjit of aftw eraits^ 
I can be permitted to speak more at length than of 
these other gentlemen. His cliaiacUr and snbse- 
qnent appeai-ance on several world scenes are not 
without interest 

About him there was an unsolved personal equa- 
tion: was he a cynic, was he a true-type soitlmental- 
ist? I never knew. 

There was at times a suggestion of something pas- 
sionately contained in his being, though his usual 
out^'ard aspect was calm, even cdd. 

Iiooking back m his personaliiy in the light of his 
later career I see that the leit^motiy of his 
existence, the root of every thought and act, was 
love of country and of emperor. 

He had been for many years personal and intimate 
friend of the Kaiser as well as the most devoted of 
subjects and servitora During those seven years in 
Bt Petersburg which preceded his appearance in 
Mexico he had been special Naval Attache to the Czar, 
and had Irept up, it was rumored, a private corre- 
I spondence with his master, even o?er the heads of 
i Ambassadors. 
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In Mexico he found himself revolving in a strange 
orbit and the natnnil sfilendors of those far bearen^? 
were not aa conaoliug to him as they were to some oi 
wk To use a good old word, fast dteppeaiin^ I 
fhi&k he was often desperately homesick. 

He was entireiy devoted to duty^ of great Indostiy, 
liiud with his subordinates, very impatient of their 
niislakes and still movp of their wcaluiosses. But 
be asked of none of them something he would not 
haye asked oi himself* As was Inevitable^ he had a 
profound contempt for Latin-American methods of 
procednm They were not erai intelieetiiallyt 
academically, interestinp^ to him, and he investigated 
them only in so far as was necessary for the further^ 
ance of the prois^rity of his nationals. 

Though possessing himself so entirelyi there weio 
moments when something was apparent tliat had no 
relation to the qualities of hardness and contempt 
Sudden tears would come into his eyes and a look of 
the sulitai'v bin! setting' out towards some peak. 
These revelations of personality, infrequent as tbej 
were, affected one as one would be alfected at sud- 
denly throwing back a curtain and looking out on 
an unexpected panorama. He was a Pmssiany and 
the Prussians being Orientals, their psychologies aie 
generally iiiarccssihlf, or else repellent to us. 

I took him for a judge of people, and alas, those 
who read human nature^ unless th^ be essentially 
bnmble-mindedy which he was not, are apt to become 
disdainful. What one sees is so often horrid, or 
useless, which is worse. 

He had much perBrmal dicrnity, aiid though not in- 
sensible to the little pleasantries tliat gglTanise the 
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ciiplomatie body in distant posts, there were few 
made at his expense. Sentiment was also an essen- 
tial part of his make-up; ^ pedte flenr Ueiie'' bdng 
mm than a mare botanieal specimen in his bntUm- 
liole. 

He had a high-archert iiofcie, a small sensitive-lipped 
mouth, full-socketed blue eyes under arching brows 
in a high forehead^ and his face was broad between 
the eam On the eecond finger of his right hand he 
always wore a large amethyat ring. Apart from this 
revelatory touch, he dreeeed in English-looking 
clothes, very carefully put on. lie was evidently a 
man of wealth, his father had been in some sort of 
trade, he himself having been ennobled by the Kaiser. 
His nnmerons dinners over which he predded, often 
enilondy and nnnecessarUy anxious, were of the best, 
with vintage wines and costly imported froits and 
delicacies. 

The Legation was spiuions, comfortable and per- 
fectly hideous. His own things having been water- 
soaked in transit^ he had rented an expensive, f nr> 
sished honse with a large garden in the Oslle liver- 
pod. It belonged to a wealthy German, and the 
great square hall was furnished in hat racks and hv^h 
jardinic^res in the form of giant pansies in their own 
natural colors, if he was ever disturbed by the ugli- 
ness Qi his dwelling, I never heard him say. From 
the railing of the second story of the hi^ square 
hall he had hnng some ancient and beantifnl rugs, 
the only attempt he made to cover its ugliness. 

Sincp then he has signed pages of history in many 
parts of the world. 

A day or two after onr arrival in Berlin, th» end of 



252 INTIMATE PAGES OF MEXICAN HlSIOiii 



that fbt^u) September of 1914, at Inncbeoiiy at Ite 

honsp of the banker, Paul Scliwabach, T heard to m;» 
HUi iH iHO tliat lie wiiN ill town, and that this most fas- 
tidiouB of men Imd just made the TOjage in a small 
BcandinaTian boat diggoiaed as steward, — and hov 
he miiat have hated the dirt^y diahea and the am^Ia! 

We had sailed in the Mauretama (en ronte for 
Vienna) on the 9th of tho month. Dr. Edward Kyan, 
who ]n\H continued during the AVorld Wjir the bril- 
liant caieer begun in Mexico^ md to me when he 
eame to bid na good-by; 

^'Gneas whom I saw yesterday— >Ton BIntM! I was 
about to apeak to him when to my snrpvfse he pat 
Ms flngep to lipg and disappeared aronnd the corner 
of Wall and Nassau streets." 

In Berlin the address given me was a small^ second- 
ciaas hotel. I seat a note aaUng him for landieoB» 
bnt reedred no answer nntO two days later, when I 
got a telegram regret from Rotterdam, to whi^ 
were added the words: "They rush me to the westJ* 
He was then en route to Pekin. How he was able to 
get oat there at that moment of the world's histoiy 
I know not 

On China's declaration of war, which it was nspattr 
ed he was able to delay for some time (and wMeh since 

the Shantung adjudgment the Chinese are said to 
immensely regi-et), he began another fantastic jour- 
ney, which he brought to a successful end. After a 
short period as Minister to Norway, in Jnly, 1918, 
he reappeared as Minister of Foreign Affaire for the 
space of a few weeks, to be replaced (he was In an 
untenable and useless situatiou and must have known 
it) by Dr. \V. S. Solf. 
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When I was in Alsace visiting the French Military 
MiMdoiiy those days preceding the Annistice> his 
name was picked out of the giosslpy air one day by 
Ck^mmandant Povlet— as among the Parlemen- 

tarians. He was not in the final list, however. It 
would have been another position untenable to one 
whose pride and devotion are eqoaiiy boundless. 



OHAPTEBXXI 

Jmuj 1» 1914^Pa88 ChriatfMii The "numbliog" of 
(hty—Qome Idxotjmsnaim of HiMrta. 

SedBg kow dUBcult it is, even with unlimited ink 
and paper and a bntton-lMAed public (whichy whetba 
it will or not) mnat read and listen), to throw liglij 

on the Mexican scene, we can realize the desperatioi 
that Iluorta folt at his powerlossness to dispel Wash] 
ingt oil's ignorance of a situation that it insisted on 
regulating; and time was passing. His imprompttf 
New Year's q[»eeeh of 1914 at Ghapnltepec was, as hi^ 
pnblic utterances always were, most polite. Hestatea 
that he knew Mexico was not the equal of great Powi 
ers like England, Hpaiu, France or Gtermanj, genially 
ignoring both the United States and my expectant 
eye as I stood but two removes from him at the tablc^ 
in Maximilian's dining room where the New Year'i| 
refreshments were served. He said he realised, too^ 
that she had not their many blessings of cnltore an^ 
eulighteniMciit. He tlien compared Mexico to a minor, 
an a<lulesc»'nt, but possessing a right to her own de- 
velopment along her own lines. He begged the mercy 
and the patience of the Powera I foond his i^eech 
both tragic and touching, and bearing little resem- 
blance to the arrogant demands of the CSarraadstS! 
government since so familiar to us. 

The next occurrence, the "Conference^' at Pass 
Christian on January 3rd, so eagerly awaited by aU, 

2M 
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>rodiieed a few tlii»tle0, but no fruit Mr. Idnd^ 

lorne there on the winpi of a battleship to meet the 
^resident, was "veiy buuHiied with the progress of 
he rebels" in general. Mr. Bi'yan was further to 
)uzzle the nations by stating that Villa was an 'Ideal- 
iflty^' and Mr. WUson that ^^e was perhaps the safeat 
inan to tie to.'' 

This potentially momentous occasion was found in 
the end to have resembled a play depuuding on 
scenery and general stage setting for effect rather 
jthan on the pith of its dialogue^ which in this 
paae seems to have tnmed largely^ as Mr. lind in* 
lormed both his friends and his enemies^ on the sins 
and offenses of the Oatliolic Ohnrch. This informa- 
tion was the result of certain observations he had 
made from the rather restncted perspective of that 
dim back Consulate room in Vera Cruz. That the 
Chnrch worked in conformily with the laws of race 
land climate, modii^g them where it conld, odier- 
wise accepting them, was a fact out of the range ai 
vibiun of the patio door. 

The mvsteiieb of a people's political and economic 
destiny seem to have occupied but a brief part of 
ithe fonr-honr play at Pass Christian. The villain 
was eertainl J doomed, which was all that mattered. 

Bnt Mr. lind was hi as unfortunate a podtion for 
the reception aTid iiiving of information as a tin ])aii 
tniTiod upside down, haviiig earned the contempt of 
those whose plans he was there to farther, and the 
hatred of those wluise plans he was there to thwart 
80 only what these two f airl j comprehensiye portions 
of the population did not ndnd spilling was bronght 
to hiiii attention. 
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Suggestions for ^^umbHiig** the City of Mexico ] 
w hitli Mr. Lind iiad loimd ''very proud," were al^-o \ 
made at Pass Christian, as Mr. Liud further confided | 
to Tarions friendB, who in turn confided it to hit 
enemies. Tbe snggeetionB were latgely concenfid 
with aiding the ungrateful Villa to get thete, and 
later the equally thankless Carransa. From the be 
ginning the idea of butli the President and Mr. I/ind 
was the elimination of ITnprta by domestic rather 
than by forei^ warfai*e. it looked so much better. 

The <<hnmbling" of the prond city has since been 
thoronghly acciHnplished. The on^ difference be- 
tween that proeednre and the ageless methods applied 
to Carthage and Warsaw, is in the name. It was 
kno\^Ti as "service," even 'Tinman service"; and the 
hundred million comprising the United States sc- 
ented it^ at the lime^ as sach. Looking back on it 
all^ it seems Incredible. 

Mr. Wilson from the first was essentially non- 
fatalistic concemliif? Mexico and left notliiug to God,* 
which is often Ihc snpremest expression of statecraft; 
for if we will it or not, woi ld forces^ time nnd ehang8» 
are stronger than separate desires^ even of hate. 

The facts of the Mexican sltnatlm were^ howem> 

* I had the other day the followmjf bit of conversation with Turk- 
han Pasha, the chief of the Albanian missioTi to tlio Ponct* Confer- 
ence Apropos of vhom the winged remark went about Paris that ' ' in 
propoi ilo n u <he vflftfoBf aie tmO Hie wm, ii|ireMnWiis Hmob art 
great, -^mi in proportioii w the nftUoaie ei<e gteei the am mjniweiillm 
them are small.'' 

I: — ^'Bonjonr, and bow an things going 9" 

Tnrkhan Pasha: — ^"Comme-ci, commo-^'' with a gesture wiMet 
expression Inr nimost entirHr in the movements of his fingrer?. 
"Bnt I am a fatalist One roust l^ve something to God^— and 
Ihat Is wbat no one In the Oonftvenee bas vet done^'' be mSied nWk 
an ea^y :^rA tolerant mnlo, ihouch mme of tiie HVden eC the asm 
la^ in hie ejes, and much of it in hie worda. 
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then to be wdm^ as thejy' are tO'diQr to be aeen, and 
fire as risible as the White House from the south 

ssido of Lafayette Bquare — if you arc looking that 
way. The optical delnHion unfoi'tuiuiti ly persists, 
but it would seem at last time to let the Mexicans 
attend to theiiisdTe% there la every ehanee that they 
will do it better than we. When Huerta asked the 
Ameriean <%ai^ what was tiie upshot of the Pass 
Christian Conference and was told there was no 
change, his face reraained perfectly impassive. He 
proceeded with an almost sublime self-control and a 
wisdom that should ha?e had its reward, to rogolate 
Bcveral rather large pirsshig American 
How often he said, "I don't ask hdp from your gov- 
ernment, but don't help my enemies, and I will do 
what T can for you." The situation was almost en- 
tirely a personal equation, and the quite pathetic 
eagerness of Huarta to please the United States in* 
creased as time went on, and he more and more un- 
derstood the ifiinifiMiAA of disaster if he were not 
recognized. 

His public mentions of President T\ll.son were 
always coached in terms of extreme respect and 
courtaay, as were tiiey in any private conversation 
between himself and the American Oha^ d'AiZ^dres. 
It was always, ^Bn Exceiencia el 8efior Prestdente 
Wilson'* — Ilustrado Presidente de listed," your 
learned President, etc. This nnfnilinGf tact and 
courtesy was what made the continuance of personal 
relations between Idm and the American Charg6 
d'AfEaires possible. Some will say that this was his 
craftiness and turn it to his discredit, but from what> 
ever motive his politeness proceeded, under any and 
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every provocation, to tiie last, wben he was despefimie, 

brou^lit to bay, his patience and his self-control per- 
mitted him to continue it. What he really thought, j 
or what lie said to others^ I know jiot^-^oogli I mar 
pect 

The glance of Hnerta, eren half concealed behfnd 

those big glasses, had something strange and arrest- 
ing about it, though he might be talking in his naual 
d( bonair manner of pleasant and ea^ promisefai. 

That Mexican pony and saddle for my little iiogr ' 
that he need to terrify me by the playful menace et \ 
whenever we met, belonged fortunately to that same 
incorporeal species as the sheep roast ed wliole, uoder 
the earth, in a certain Jdnd of ashes^ that be used 
periodically to promise to send to the wife of the 
French Miidster.* Both these entirely sobjectiTO be* 
ings formed, however, easy and engaging subjects of 
conversation. His entry into matters of greater mo- ' 
meat with the men of the Diplomatic Corps, by a 
grin and the demand^ ^ las mnchachai^' (<<and the 
girls"), was also bnt a short and genial way of get* 
ting to matters of national concern. He knew that 
all men are grass, and a dig of the Presidential fist 
in a diplomaUc lib often accompanied such ques- 
tions. It was somewhat like an Ang^o^Sazon'a in* 
trodnctory mention of the weather, and was not 
peculiar to Hnerta. Heports of it, boweyer, gave him 
a bad name in certain latitudes^ where such cnstoms 
prevail only after dark. 

Hnerta's tme passicm was leeognitioii. For it he 
woold haye bartered his sonl, and'^his ftdlore to win 
the favors of that heartless mibtre^ will remain 



Digitized by Google 



VI0T0BIA170 HUEBTA/ 259 



among the tragedies ot Mezicaii history. His acces- 
sory obsession was ^padflcadda." 

If he eyer slepi^ except at hours Inconvenient to 

. others, is not recorded. When the re(iuest for a train 
to take ex-President Madero to Vera Cruz was pre- 
Bcnted, he was asleep, and had given orders not to 
be disturbed. It recalls the sleep of the conqueror 
he so admired on the morning of tb» battle of 
Waterloo. 

The reports of his labors placed them generally 
ver>' late at night or just before dawn, when, not 
having eaten for many hours, his Indian brain was 
highly intnitLYe, active, snspicions, bat without fear, 
his conscience donbtless also presenting, after the 
classic manner of men in analogous, situations, no ob* 
stades to the consnmmation of his ends. That an im- 
nieiifc^(! pt r^onal pride and ambition, a boundless desire 
for justification in the woil*i".s tjv^' nccompnTiied all 
this, I am also sure. He believed in his Btar unto its 
fatal setting in the dark waters of the Bio Grande. He 
bad, too, that pervading and nesteoe assorance com- 
mon to all revolntionarlos come to power, with which 
I <]^ew familiar, coiiibiued with a special sense of his 
own wurlli, old condottiere that he wa«3. Doul>tle5»s 
in the bottled company of those whom his enemies 
called his ^^best friends,'^ HennesiOr and Martell, he 
evolved plans and strategies for the ^^padflcation" of 
Mexico which, thongfa difficult of fnlflUment, would 
not have been impossible, except for the old man of 
the sea, in the si i ape of the United States, that he 
found on his back. 

His retieat, spiritnons;, not spiritnal, as it was 
sometimes called,* at Popotla, on the outskirts of 

i 
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Mexico Oty wa» described to me as the last espxee> 

don of fliiinplicity, tiiongh in the American news* 

papers it wa« ilepicted as a plded liaimt of luxury 
and "vice, its Saidaiiapaliaii orgies being often re- 
counted in detail. It was really compoaed of three 
email voomsy one €i which c<mtained a large bat 
dieap- table and some cane^Mated chairs which wete 
used bj such cabinet miniatera as could get in. (We 
have seen lil^e situations since.) Cabinet meetings, 
one military attach^ was wont to say, generally con- 
sisted of Huerta himself and advisei's in the shape ot 
^cq[iitaB." He certainly needed no help to throw the 
Washington nltimata into the waste-paper basket. 

Allusions to Huerta's drinking became a habit, 
"une idee fix^." No one, however, that I Icncw, had 
ever seen him really intoxicated They had at most 
seen a peculiar and concentrated steadiness in hii 
eyeiBj and an increase in courage* 

In another room was a small iron bed, over whidi 
was flung a sarape, and the most diminutive of wash- 
stands and wash-basins. The third room was a sort 
of kitchen, jjresided over by a wrinkled old **yulda- 
dera," who could be seen fanning the coals of the 
primitiye '^rasero^ with the traditional tark^-win& 
when preparing the more than simple repasts of the 
President, comprised largely of enchiladas, tortillas, 
tonialos, and othor classic Mexican dishes with a good 
deal of chili, the Indian's salt, thrown in. 

Such was the "haunt," really only a place where, 
away from the palace and his home, he found a some- 
what relative quiet He cared little for persona] com- 
fort and less for pomp and luxury. And is it not 
natural that he^ a full-blooded Indian with primi* 
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the habits and instincts of abHtemiouHness, added to 
the hard tnuning of gnerilla and other warfai^ 
flhonld have cared little for fhem? In this he re- 
sembled many generals of hiatorj^ and he would have 
betrayed his type had he showu any desire for 
the rumored Capnan deli^^hf^^. 

The Popotla retreat had furthermore a high wall 
about it> and diiying paat it one alwaya saw a few 
Indiana lounging or lying about the entrance bear- 
ing little resemblance to any Pr»torian guard, nor 
givin|[7 any hint of Cjpsareau splendors within. 

Ou ieavin*? the liouse in thp Talle Liverpool where 
he dwelt with his family in the early months of his 
incnmbencyi he removed, not to Chapnltepec Castiey 
which wonld haTe been in tradition, and his rights 
bnt to a quiet, unpretentious house, fhon^ attrac- 
tive in the Mexican way of large rooms and sunny, 
flower-planted patio, in the Calle Alfonso Hen em, 
a quiet and unfashionable quarter, reminding one of 
F Street in Washington, west of Lafayette Square. 
There was nothing that indicated tJie mon^-lover in 
Huerta.* His aim and his desire were other. 

He had a dream, too, and be it said to his credit, be 
dreamed few at his country^s expense, of being in 
Wadiington, a man in a black frock coat talking 
statecraft^ practical statecraft^ with other men in 
black frock coats. He knew nothing about ^^breaUng 

^ The statement before the Ck)ngreB8ional Committee of Mr. WiUiam 
Bain MitcheD id the Baneo de Londresj Mexico is enlightening. On 
the occasion of the loan demnndc^l by Tluerta from tlio various banka 
in Mexico City for the purpose of aiamping out the Carranza revolt, 
llw witnen ttetet tiuii wough packages of Mak-soles wUeh had been 
delivered to tho Treasuy of tbo Government were returned to tbo 
bank of which bo was manager for the purpose of buying drafts on 
Europe for viarious members of the goyermncnt^ in no case did he ever 
•w A toft booi^t hi fBfor of Hoerts. 
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the heart ot the world," or ^'making the w orld safe 
for democracy/* or about ^^ars to end war," or anj 
of the matters we have so abundantly learned about 
dnce. But he knew a spade when he saw it, and he 

often called it a ^'bloody shovel," or the Spanish 
equivalent, which is woi^so. 

"After the country is pacilied," he once said to the 
American Charge ^I am going to Washington in mj 
best clothesy" and here he took off his top hat, looked 
at it loviii:ily, smoothing its furry spots with that 
sinall bronze hand of liis, *'just to show them that I 
am not a blood-smeared savajre clad in a breecb-clout, 
with a bottle of aquardieute in one hand and a 
machete in the other.'' 

The diplomatic receptions were held at the Gastlei 
and as may be imagined, were as many-sided as 
Hiierta himself. His "society" acts were inj;:emioas 
and like nothing: else that I have ever seen, resem- 
blinij: not at all the cosmopolitan ^^correction" of the 
de la Barra receptions^ nor the ^^ade" provinciality 
of those of Madero. Sometimes th^ were gay and 
short, sometimes they were long and sad. SometimeB 
Hnerta talked^ and sometimes he didu^t. They all, 
howeyer, bore the stamp of his personality and his 

The first was given on the 19th of Kovemberi whea 
the hand of the super-flumine Lord was heavy upon 

him, and he was already busily engaged in getting rid 
of members of his cabinet, who were more impatient 
and less oi)limistic than he of ^'recognition" and its 
attendant advantages, and who doubtless got on his 
nerve& His methods and manners, too, were at times 
probably unpleasant, and it was beginning to be 
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apparent that he was nnluckj, the greatest of all 
crimeB in a public man. (In getting rid of his cab- 
inet, however, he but presaged the later methods of his 
illustrioiis antagonist to the north.) 

Vil|a was rnnning troe to type in and about 
Torreon. Mr. LInd had Just taken an impatient de- 
parture fi-om Mexico City after what the Belgian 
minister, M. May, called his second "fansse couche,'* 
the first haying taken place the previous August. 

The conTening of Oongreae^ which had been aet for 
Hie 15th^ waa delayed. 

The American charge was in powesrion of one of 
the periodical ultimata, though for two days he had 
been uualilo to find Huei-ta, to deliver it to him, as 
he knew for what he was being sought. Garza 
Aldape^ Minister of Interior, had jnst made one of 
those forced descents from tiie Plateau to Vera Cms 
and Europe, with which we afterwards became so 
familiar. The diplomats thought the ultimatum, 
when delivered, would mean war. 

It was under these conditions of what iniLrlit be 
called seismic disturbance that the first official re- 
ception of the President and his wife took place. 
Ererything was ^remely well done on this occasion. 
To Yvliom this was owiiiir, I kiiow not; there was an 
abundance about the bullet, a multiplicity of lights 
and flowers that had not been observed durini; the 
more proTindal and less picturesque Madero regime. 
But undemeatlk it all were the same secret hostilities^ 
and the sempiternal Mexican personalism at play. 

He came about six o'clock, widking quickly into 
the Salon of the Ambassadors to the strains of the 
national anthemi and looking acratinizingly about 
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hiiiL The Bmnmblj rose. I was presented^ which 

presentation was the ^'clou/' under existing j>olitical 
conditions, ul tlie reception. He was of an extierae 
courtesy, regie tting that "so good a lady" (tan 
bveaa Befiora) as I ahould find matters still 
strained on her letnm; that he hoped for a waj 
ont of the yery natnral difficulties, and perliaps, 
witli a smile, ''now tliat you have returned, things 
may take a turn for the beUor." It was such a wel- 
come as any head of a nation trained in courtesies 
might have offered nnder similar drcnmstaneesL 
With Hnerta, it was pure instinct 

The next reception, on December ITth, lacked tiie 
snap and go of the first, lluerta was silent and 
preoccupied. The champagne had scarcely been 
poured when he gave his arm to Madame Lefaivr^ 
who was on his light and, wines and viands nntasled, 
he led the way hack into the Salon of the Ambassa- 
dora, from which he 8h<R*tly disappeared. After 
\s hich the I'eceptiou feU^ as it were, automatically lo 
piecea 

The interior financial situation w as then very bad* 
Enormous runs on the Banco Kacional and the Banco 
de Londres y Mexico were taking place and many 

shops were hanging ont signs to the effect that notes 
of certain states in the north like Chilniahua^ Coa* 
huila, Quer6taro, etc., would not be accepted. Huerta 
was also faced with the imminence of an act most 
repugnant to his pride and against his common seose^ 
the repudiation of the Foreign Debt 

Fiat money was making its disturbing appear- 
ance ou ihe fiscal scene, and Carranza's voice was 

flrst breathed over the Mexican Edeu in really 
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audible accents (with an t^iapty echo of gold and ffll- 
vor) when lie began in tlie north in 1913 to accost 
the uncorrupted PorliiiBta-Limantourian currency. 
He prayed hiniflelf a sad rake where it waa con* 
cmied, for it promptly fell from its proud estate^ 
and became the constitotionalista fiat money, a sean- 
liul to the country and a Btumbliog-block onto the 
natiom). 

Bills began to appear shamelessly and qnite inade- 
qnatdy covered with but one aignatnre^ often simply 
that of the nearest and most intereeted jefe-poUtica 

The charms of these bills were sometimes enhanced, 
thongh insufficiently for purehasincr pnrposes, by the 
picture of a high-busted, floating-haired female. 
Othera had a design of crossed ipins and bandolier 
in one comer, in tlie obliqne lower comer were the 
Tdcanoes emoMng to hearen^ while the Mas space 
between the corners had the untraceable name, 
^^Lojx//' (like to Smith or Jones), almost eoueealiHl 
in. an unending, labyrinthian flourish. Bat all this 
was no more substantial than a dew-spiinUed cob* 
web, when taken to a real bank| where there was a 
real recdTing-teUer. Thrifty men began to get anx- 
ious, and they have been anxious ever since. 

If the story of the Carrancista finances did not 
mean rain to Mexico, and the sealing up of the treas^ 
nie bouse of the world to the nations of the earth, 
since gone bankmpt^ it would be comedy pure and 
simple, and would bring some sort of a sieUy smile 
to the face of liim who surveys it, even if he has 
'tovesterl in Mexico" and is a "liar/* 

At the reception given on the 18th of March to 

celebrate the betrothal of Victor^ his second son, and 
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the daughter of General Henumdex (whoee head. It 

is reported, was subsequently given to General Obre- 
g6n on a platter for a Christmas present), Iluerta 
was in toe leather. The plot was thickeuing, but the 
conservatiTe elements were at last out in force. It 
was Mexico against the United States^ vather tliaa 
Mexican against Mexican, and mnch was poMible 
The upper classes iu iheir vanous ini(jiiiK)US forms, 
notably land-owners, financiers, savants, vw., were to 
the fore. There s< ( mcd to be some promise of cohe- 
sioni Bomething that Huerta could count on within 
the country. He had called tliat morning a im^fing 
which had been attended hf varf ona important bacao- 
dados, in which ho bad bi lged their support in the 
national crisis. Tbi ir attitude had evidently been 
very aatiafactory. His wife, too, was sniiling. Her 
handsome f ace^ gienerally graye, waa lighted by a 
look of happineas in her ine eyes, noticeably fine in 
a race in which, whatever else of form and feature 
may be lacking, the eyes are almost invariably beauti- 
ful, — ^large-socketed, with something deep and dark 
in brow and lash, and a beautiful smooth oval shadow 
underneath. All was set off by a really good dress of 
white silk veiled with fine black lace, the famous big 
round diamond so much discussed, hanging about her 
neck. The "tearless old man," electric, magnetic, cai 
ried off the occasion in a masterly way. Of his 
speech on that occasion, I would recall here but oxiO 
sentence; '^Struggle is the essence of life^ and those 
who are not called on to struggle, are forgotten of 
heaven.*' 

Coneerninp; bis own marital relations, he alluded 
to himself as ^^a model/' adding, after a ^ght pause, 
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when one of the diplomats whispered to me that the 
big diamond was probably the oStenng of a contrite 
heart^^^nt a mediocre one»" 

He received the felicitations of the gnests with a 
genial and courteons cordiality. It was the last time 
I saw him in that mood, is^vents were roliiug up with 
immepae momentum. 

The next and ultimate reception was on the 16th 
of April. The 'Tampico inddenf' had happened. 

The oflicials were all more or less uneasy, the few 
wives and daiightei^s at the recepi Iiui, silent and em- 
barrassed. It was a Balshazzar's feast. Never had 
those walls been more scrawled with tAgOK Within 
the week Vera was taken, and the Jnggemant 
disfaror of Washington had started ont to crash 
Mexico and her people. Huerta was then in tlie last 
ditch un«] dmibtless knew if. Tt may have been a 
relief after the wearing sus|>ense, the endless defer- 
ring of hope, the continual acrobatics necessary to 
preserve his bslance. After a long talk with the 
AmericanPGharg^ behind tiie closed doors of the bed- 
room next the large Balon, the assembly awaiting on 
the palm-banked terrace, listening to the Eurales 
clad in tlieir silver embroidered costumes, white felt 
hats with a heavy cord of scarlet repeating the flam* 
ing note of thdr cravats, he snddenlj appeared. 
Expression was wiped from his face, which was like 
a mask. He came straight to me, offering his arm. 
But the Chef du Protocol headed him off, the minis- 
tress of Guatemala being his destiny. I was put on 
his left He was restless and silent I quoted him 
the pacifying but untrue words of Santa Teresa: 
"La paciencia todo lo alcanza" (patience attains all 
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things). "Patience, — I am made of it," he said in I 
the course of the conversation that followed, I emba^ \ 
rassed, he (iespeiute ; he added, "I keep mj mouth | 

shut," and pulled Ms lips together and firowned I 
deeply; I ranember feeling an odlooB and g^ailtj n- 
eadnettk It ia only comfortable to crush the weak at a 

distance. I felt like both the upjicr and null i or mill- 
stone, with Mexico lietween. I compliiiiented. liiui uu 
his speech of the day before at the barracks, which had 
really been a masterpiece for a man jr^wping hia bal- 
ance on tbe edge of the al^yaa His face relaxed tat 
a moment when I said it might have been deli^md 
by the Emperor of Germany to his troops. lie 
thanked me with something grateful yet desperate in 
his look, but for the ro^^t, as any gentleman anywhere | 
would have acknowledged a compliment* Hia coat 
seemed to hang loosely over his shonldeni^ and 
there was something shrunken in his body. The next 
day he discarded the frock cout and top hat which 
he had told the American Charg6 that he intended 
always to wear, as it "gave more dignity," and was I 
seen in a slouch hat and a thick^ formless gray j 
sweater. 

During this harassed period, he outlined what 
to many seemed a pr;u ileal policy for the solu- 
tion of the agrarian question in Mexico. He was 
often heard to say that next in importance to the | 
restoration of order was that of working oat some « 
plan by which the people^ after dne preparatioaf | 
would have an interest in the land, and therefore 
some \ital reason for desiring and maintaininir jieuce. 

After witnesmng the fiasco of the Madero plan for 
the distribution of land% which was as Impossible of | 
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luliillment as slicint? up the moon, he meant to try 
other meaus. He saw no reaBou for holding out to 
the people the suicidal delofiion that they could get 
it other than bj their own efforts and h^d it other 
than by their own labor. The land problem, as faat 
as his struggles with the United States and with the 
internal euenue8 of the jrovernment permitted, wag 
much in his mind. But during his incumbency the 
demand unfortunately was on nearly all oecaaiona lor 
the sword rather than the plow* 

Indian himself, he knew what land means to the 
Indian — not a spot that he has paid for and been 
tax(Ml for. It is more. It is ambience, tradition, en- 
viroument, deathle2:is group-instinct of . the past. 
From it he draws the breath not alone of his body^ 
bat of his spirit And ignorant as the Indian has 
been and is and will be, he feels for his land 
ai Mvistically something that the spry tenant-farmer 
oi" noi liit-ni bitiludes and niddern times can never feel. 

If we look at the facta in the case, as early m the 
March after Huerta's accession to power, his gifted 
Secretary of the Treasnry, ToriUo Eaqnivel Obie- 
gon, introduced before Ck>ngress a bill that asked in 
the President's naiue for an appropriation of seven 
millions ol pesos to buy lands for ilie puipuise of dis- 
tributing them among the poor in certain farming 
districts, net dependent for success on non-existent 
irrigation processes. One of his last public dvil acts 
before the breaking off of diplomatic relations on the 
23rd of April, 1914, aa ! it wlnVh T was not able to 
be present, was the distribution of land in person 
to Indians in the valley of Mexico. It was about this 
le that he was also preparing to send representa- 
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tiYai to the Electro-Xeclmical Congran to be held in 
Berlin, and that his persecuted goramment was stiO 
finding time to discuss such matters as tlie sabter 

ranean hydrologfy of the Platean. 

When Concrress reopened on the 1st of April, tb€ 
week before the fatai "Tampico Incident," liuerti 
showed a rai'e emotion when ttie American Charge 
d'AfPaires told him he could not be presentb Pro^ 
ably he then foresaw death and disaster. 

wound up Lis speech to the Chamber by say- 
ing: "Before I leave this hall, I must encrra'^e j 
jour hearts thie mj purpose, which on anothei occa- 
sion I communicated to the National Assemhij, in 
the most explicit mamiery the peace of the Bepablie. 
If in order to secure it the sacrifice of yoa and m 
becomes indispensable, we will know how to sacrifice 
ourselves. This is mj purposei my precession of 
political faiUi. ' . . . 

The sight of Huerta at the Caf6 Colon and at ""£1 
Olobo/' sitting before a table with the damniiv 
•^copita" in front of him, talking sometimes jokingly 
wiih those accompanying hiui, sometimes silent, he- | 
came familiar to all. In his automobile, ^M)ing up the | 
Paseo^ through the Park gates en route for Popotla* 
he was also a frequent figurey followed by one or more 
automobiles filled with ignored cabinet ministers | 
f rock^oats and eager generals, new and old, in decors- 
tion hun*? uniforms, who had not achieved an audience 
at hi8 laht stopping place, or who had seen Huertd 
prepare to depart when they were in the middle of a 
sentence. He let his followers bore him as little i« 
possible. 

Even Huerta's fiftii or sixth Minhster fcnr Foreip 
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.Affairs, Querido Moheno^ mutated from a clever but 

chauvinistic and somewhat turbulent Deputy, and 
whose ardors Hiu^ria doubtless thonprht to cool by the 
xreaponaihUities o£ a I'grtioiio, could be seen on the 
chase. 

One 0t the diplomate told him he looked like 
Mirabeau and donbtlefls he wished to save Hnerta aa 

liis prototype did the Coui't. Possessing real oratori- 
cal gifts, his great head, with it« hnRhy hair, gener- 
ally thi-own backy hm amall, briULiaiit eyes lighting his 
swarthy face, he was perhaps not nnlike the great 
Tribune;. 

His raccessor, Portillo j Bc^as, thin, pale, well- 
dressed, anxious, and honest, was less given tu the 
eluHive sport of running the President to earth, but 
even he, as well as the other Ministers, were apt to 
]|[eq[» it np as long as breath and strength lasted. 

Both pursued and pnnmexs dashing down the 
broad ayenne remain in my memory as figures with 
crntstretched legs on some antique frieze representing 
a chase. 

AH judgments being subjective, the least one can 
do is to give one's own testimony rather than 
another'a Some study of Hnerta will show him to 
have been at all moments of his destiny a man stand- 
ing in high relief against events, imparting color to 
whatever lie touched; Fdintiihiug vivid, vicrilant, and 
unafraid continually emanated from his person. 

Indeed his dauntless physical courage, in both big 
and litde things, was his greatest natural gift and 
reacted magnetically upon those about him. It was 
known that he went by preference to a barber whose 
brother he had had executed and who had sworn 
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yengieance against him ; yet day after day the Prcs* 

ilt'iitial throat was caJmly piTscMited to Jiis rawjr. 
Anotlier determiniiitc attribute was that peculiar. 



anna Opinions abont what he did and aaid, aa wcO 
aa what he was^ were generally conficting even at the 

niomeut of their occurrence. Time has but furth^ 
confused instead of clarifying them. 



A French diplcurmt, now safe in what he calls *ie | 
port des lettree^" said to me the other daj, iUnstra- 
Ure of divergrat opinions as to a happening in the 
Peace Conferences^ tiiat dining one of the aerial 

bouibardments of Paris, he and a 1 riend, after some 
hours in a cellar, issued fortli to see if the raid was | 
o?ei'. It was not, and near the door a man was lying 
dead. On his return to his cave-dweOing compamons 
he was asked what he had seen. He replied that jod 
outride was a woifanan in a blue Uonse lying dead 
Ills companion, who had looked upon the same spec- 
tacle, said: "But no, it was a poilu in bis blue 
tnnic." It was the subjective fact, which ia as near 
as blind mortals ever get to the truth, and om only 
guide as we go feeling our way through life. It | 
will forever be the supreme in^ytdual treachery | 
not to hold to it. One may be led into mkny wrong ' 
paflis, but they ejm never bf as disastrous as that 
leading to the abyss of hearsay. 

'As BO mhiiitM were kept of UiMe Infonnil tad ciloletered wm0a^ 

by which the fnti> of Kurope, Asia and Africa wag dociacd, the omi 
nent stateamen attending thoni conld never bo pinned down to definite 
etatements. *M didn^t say that,'* or **I didn't mean to give that 
impression," was the usual remark when reference wag made to dis- 
eussionfl of the day or the week or the month before. Tt promd tO bi 
noiUior as simple nor aa aatiafactoij as it Beem«d at the tunflb 
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Hverta'tBi poiltion at the ramnent of the faidng of 

the EiLbargo on :11111s aud iiin munition into Mexico 
from tlie United Slates was formidable, from the 
point of view <^ '^pacMcaeidB.^' He had over 50,000 
troops and coold get more. He had contfol of the 
Federal BevenneOy and he aaw hk way to a sob- 
fltantial interior loan. 

The aristocratic classeB were behind him, willingly 
or unwillingly is a detail. The example of Don Luis 
Garcia Pimenlal Is probably a fair one. In his 
usual hig^-handed manner Hnerta had exacted con- 
tribntiona, Don Lids having immense sogar planta- 
tions. He had replied, ''Give me men to hanrest and I 
will give yon contributiona'* Huerta gave the men; 
Don Luis the contributions. 

The c lfflgy were with him, Implons as he wa% for 
he roprcs e n ted legality. A large per cent of what we 
once styled the i^teUectnals, now more modldily 
called the "intelligentsia," were with him. So were 
the rural elasses (vnth the exception of the Morelos 
Indians, strongly commanded by Zapata) , and the 
lower nrfoan dasses^ toO| wanted peace, peace. Of 
course ilie hnsimww w<Ndd wanted it^ and was 
ready to aid In Its establishment Hnerta had for* 
thermore been recognized by every great and little 
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power, who0e fopMentatiiFes found thenmdfei 

treated with i oartesy and their demands with con- 
sideration. Snch was his eagernt^^vs lo please tb 
United States that he would have decimated a Mexi- 
can regiment to give 0atiafacti<» for the low ol ai 
American life^ had it been aaked of him. 

Things had not been 00 promidng rince the Angus 
tan Period. 

His Mexican euemieH he could easily have handled 
Villa was held anathema by the Britiah. The Ben 
ton mnrder case, with Villa, the mnrderer, imtriedt 
was contrary to all British precedent, which npholdi 

the dignity of its subjects at any cost (which, how- 
ever, never cuuies so high as not doing it). The 
Terrazas ransom matter and the excesses in Durauiio 
and in Tamanlipas, the looting of Chihuahua, even at 
that eariy date^ made all Toty doabtfnl if Villa were 
xeall J % safe man to tie to.'' 

Oarransa himself was at that time quite negligible 
He had no s{iMier8 except a few State trooj^s, do 
arms nor ammunitions, and he had no support from 
men in the capital who had known him but as a silent 
and somewhat lethargic senator in the Federal Con- 
gress. Befior Babasa who had sat by him for fifteen 
years had never even heard the sound of his voice. He 
was. liowever, of excellent presence, his face having, 
indeed, been his fortune. He was nearing the end of 
middle life. In the warmth of Washington we all 
know what hatched from that dry old cocoon. 
Pandora's box is nothing to it It has been said that 
President Wilson's horror of Huerta sprang from hto 
own great vii-tiie, I)ut even so he seems, as some one 
has pointed out, scarcely jusUlied, in the punishment 
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on circumstanf ial eyidence only of murder, by 
dragging 15,000,000 homan beings into a fratricidal 
war. As Mr. Wilson's dnties at home at that time 
prevented him from engaging in the aflPairs of the 
world, and unfortunately rendered it qnite impos- 
sible for him in take over the government of Mexico 
himself,^ and to carry out liis views for the 85 per 
cent thorooi^y in his own way, on the principle that 
if you want a thing well done^ do it jooraelf , the cmly 
reasonable alternative was to let the work be done in 
their way, by a man who happened to be the leg:al 
Presidont of his conntry. According to lii*' constitu- 
tiou of Mexico he was even as legal as Madero, though 
there were certain superficial differences abont his 
legality that made it less of tener on his tongne* 

When therefore on tibe 8rd of Febmai y the Em- 
bargo was raised, the Mexicans were committed to a 
fratricidal war, that still, after seven years, is in full 
vigor; for only from the blood of brothers could the 
etiolated l>eing of the Carransa faction gain sise and 
strength to fi^t the strong central power. The pos- 
sibility of this hldeons nonrishment was supplied 
from abroad. The war that we brought about leading 
to the triumpli of Carrauza over the establislied guv- 
ernment of his country is as sanguinai^, as anti-social, 
as destroctive of the rights of men and of property 
as any that was ever waged. It was decreed on the 
- 3rd day of Febroaryy 1918, and a free and great and 
justice-loving people allowed it. On that day there 
was the usual courtesy, but a gravity in the manner of 

'The obsenation of the witty Frenchman was still on tlie lap of 
the gods, or rather on that of the Peace Conference, to the effect that 
though the dictum of Louia TOY luid been, **l am tbQ State/' Mr. 
WilM'ii «<I an aUIlM StatM." 
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the heads of Missions to whom the American Charge 
conuDunicated the fact, in confonnity with his or 
dem In erery man's heart lay a gieat tfaon^ 
nnspoken reproach. The Spanish Minister, who had 

been so helpless in face of the cruel disasters that 
had belallen liis nationals, largely as a retiult of our 
fancy for Villa, made but a weary gesture ot accept- 
ance. It was doubtless to him but one more ines- 
pUcahle and cmeL mistake* The Fiench SecrelsfX 
was polite, but quite impassiTa He was married ti> 
the sister of the man, General Rincon Gallardo, who, 
as Chief of the Rural Guard, was doinsr admirable 
work in keeping order. There was indeed nothing to 
be said. , 

The German MinistSTi who was seen later In the I 
day, remarked quietly and Tery coldly, '^Anoliiw step { 
to Panama." Later I drove out with Lady Garden, 
sitting afUrwards with her in tbp parched, new ^r- | 
den of the Legation. Sir Lionel, though perfect ly I 
polite, was aghast^ realizing the magnitude of tii» j 
disaster. He was a man of TOcy handsome face sad ; 
bearing in the traditional, Mond Eni^iBh way. ' 
Standing at the door, the brilliant light of that 
mary noon-tide revealed the trouble of his spirit 
He saw a whole people, by the stroke of an alien p^n. j 
being precipitated over the al^yss. As a man hdd in 
an evil dream, he oonld make no gestore to warn tbem | 
from a disaster so avertible. 

It was not until evening that the American Charg^ 
was al»Ie to track ITuerta to the Palace. He drove 
hastily there to infoi-m him of the decree, in con- 
formity with bis ordera from Washington. It w«b j 
about 7m The British Minister was with lha ' 
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Praddent, whose Toiee eoold be heard ndsed In YUh 

lent protest, the door heiiv^ Iialf open. The American 
Charf^e Ui<)ui;lit that TTnorta had at last lost patience, 
and prepared himself for the worst. After a few 
minutes the interview terminated. The President 
accompanied Sir Lionel to the door, bade him fare* 
well, and stood conrteonidj waiting while the bearer 
cf the evil news pay^ed in. He was Ruddenly quite 
calm, and had never been more i)olite nor more 
friendljr. He did not mention Preside nt ^^ ilson, but 
said ray qnietly that the raising of the Embargo 
'would bnt giro a recognised name to the smnggling 
over the border that had been going on for serand 
years. lie rei)eated many times that the future 
would justify him and his acts, that the whole atti- 
tude of the American gOTemment towards him was 
'^na persecuGi6n.'' He never flinched, though his 
mind must have taken note of the new and probably 
insurmountable difficulties with which he was fBced. 
On the termination of the interview he ordered the 
classic '^copitas," and said rather pathetically that 
he greatly appreciated tlie Charge's courteous atti- 
tude in those diificult days^ that he was ^uy neces- 
sarliy' to iJie situation, and that he would still hope 
for some solution of matters. The intemew then 
terminated, Huerta ae coin pann ing the Charge to the 
door, as he had done the British Minister. There 
was no different measure in his courtesy. 
Such was thei^tal day of February Srd, 1914 
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HmrU'b umMjy iMSi^Wm TjpM Afttltado TomM «'BeUgioB" 
— ▲ Obmnalloa OoaeenlBg Oe M jilkal i^tft of the ladte 

Hoerta'0 eondact of tbe campaign in Morelos 
against Zapata was marked by energy, decision and 
considerable finesse, and would have borne eariy 

fniit, but for certain mysterious deterrent foi'ces, 
always liandicapping any military plans he made. 
The Minister of War, Gonsaloz Sal as, even made the 
Statement^ towards the end of Mr. de la Barra's ia- 
cnmbency, that in three days after Madero assnmed 
power tbe Zapata question wonld be solved. There 
naturally followed lively discussions in the Chamber 
of Deputies as to what that maj^ic word would be, 
and if it were to be said that it might as well be 
said quickly. 

It was nof^ however, until to Huerta was en* 

trusted the campaign against Orosco that his miU* 

taiy ^4'uius berame apparent. Thi^^ mini.iiure cara- 
paii^n, for he never had more than 7,000 men under 
his command and we are since accustomed to speak 
of millions of men arrayed against other millions^ 
was, however, a model of generalship; the great 
military qualities were all shown by him, as well as 
some foreshadowing the ability he di.splayed in the 
greater contest between himself and the President of 
the United States* His advance from Eellano to 
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BaGhimba in that June and July of 1012 was a aeries 

of brilliant victories. He became the "militaiy 
geniuV of the hour, ;md we have seen how potential 
ia that r6Ic. His pmiUge increased from moment to 
moment. Later the music we all stepped livelieat to 
in Mexico Ci<y was the Bachimba Marcliy where he 
completely ronted .Orosco, and the Rellano Walts, 
where he had wiped out the slain of General Gon- 
salez SalaH' retreat with the Federal troops, after 
the crnj^hing blow struck by Orozco. That Uuerta 
and Orozco were one day to lie side by side in the 
€k>ncordia Cemeteiy ci EL Paso was on the Up of 
fhe goda 

The curious Fourth of July reception uiarkiiig 
Orozco's defeat, that the Maderos lield at Chapul tepee, 
had nothing to do with the weighty and august fes- 
tivai ol the step-sister Bepnblic to the north. Ex* 
cept hj polite and mindful coUeagaes^ we were only 
incidentally congratulated as we took our departure. 
The single subject of conversjitiou was the Bachimba 
battle of the day before, the llight of Orozco towards 
the Amprican border, and the entiy of Huerta at the 
head of his victorious troops into the Chihnahnan 
capital. Both the President and Madame Madero 
were radiant at the rout of the man in wh<mi, not six 
months before, they had j[)Iaced the fullest faith. The 
walls of the Castle of Chapul tepee were quite thickly 
scribbled with writing^ yet nobody looked or read. 

A strange wind came up as tea was being served 
on the Pompdan Terrace, designed nnder Maxi- 
milian, bringing with it a short* almost terrifying, 
darknesa ETerythinp: wa.s blow ii nbout, vases over- 
tumedy there was a great flapping of table-cloths. 
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a holdlxig on cf hata^ and it wa« impoolble to f dtof 
the President'B flpeedL Hia last words to me as I 

made my adieox were, "Order is now Lomplete," and 
I daresay he believed it, though his astute consort 
acting along leas psychic Hih s^ must hare tiad misglT- 
ings. It was the only Mexican campaign irhm 
Hnerta had a chance to shoir his giftfl^ thonil^ lie was 
to manifest genmlship of a high order (for wld^ 
history rather than his contemporaries will give him 
credit), in kteping, during long months, out of the 
strategical traps laid for him above the Bio Grande. 
Bat no man can escape not simply his fate^ but the 
laws of natoxe^ which woric so inexonabiy that lesMr 
things mnst be destroyed by greater things and weak- 
ness must give way to force. Governmental protection 
of the enemies of government was his mischaiice every* 
where, from the partiality of Madero for Zapata in 
the Morelos campaign, to the partiality of the United 
States for Villa and Canansa in his ^AmeOetat" 
campaign. And a general mast have lock. 

A word as to what a somewhat conventional- 
minded missidnaiT aoquain lance called "Hnerta's 
religion." He probably did not "love Jesn%^' neither 
would he have called for liymns with ^^ore Jemuf^ 
in thorn had he been at Sonday-sehooL His true 
attitude was doubtless uncertainty (not peculiar to 
himself) as to the essence and sliape of the he it after, 
minsrled with an nneasy feelinjE? thnt he onc^ht to 
propitiate whatever gods there be by burnt or other 
offerings. That he recognised the value ol the Catho- 
lic chnreh to the Indian, that It dotbed in actual 
form the Tirions <tf an Indian race, that he had scsne 
instinctive, not theological; knowledge of its supi'eine 
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aLd vital uses in government, also as an element of 
pnwperity aad happiness, 1 have no doubt. He knew, 
too, that sodely cannot eziat without inequality of 
fortune^ and that thia inequality is impossible to aap* 
port without religion. His enemies, and those of the 
Church, said he desired to sustain the Catholic party 
to further his own ends. The Catholic party on the 
contrai7i found that the Huertista cymbal% when 
8tniek| were apt to give back a faint and uncertain 
aonnd. He was in his naoal position, on botJi horaa 
of the dilemma. 

In the night that .shrouds his birth, one cannot 
know if he were baptized in the faith, but he was 
married in the faith; he had his children baptized 
in the faith. Ab the wodd knows, he died in the 
faitiL 

To him the church was as integral a part of Mexico 
as her seaHons, her rainfall and her droughts. He 
was mostly respectful and conciliatory to the minis- 
ters of religion, doubtless reeogm£ing the church as 
one of the few aTailaUe rocka on which to build hia 
state; that he was compl^y nnintereated (except 
politically) by dogma, I also do not doubt. Ameri- 
can Missionaries were protected, though not piim- 
pered, by him, as a part of his policy towards tlie 
United Statea He knew their labm would be in the 
end bat as seed sown in the wind. He let them sow. 

I myself am often mindfol of a conversation I once 
had on the Isthmus of Tehuantepee, one late prodi- 
gally beautiful afternoon with an anxious, hard- 
working, conscientious converter of men's souls, who 
seemed mystifyingly alien, even snperflnous, in that 
riot of vegetation and human nature which is the 
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Isthmus. Mr. Hmxth was Muull of stature, nanov- 
shoulderedy with a red-iimmed yet righteous ^^e. 
There wbb somethiiig amsliiii^ etiolated about him 

(tiiongh perhaps it waa only the hackground), some- 
"^hat as if his Maker at the hour when his being was 
decreed had rather 8tin<^]y thrown in the condi- 
menta He didn't like the immemorial way things 
were done <m the Isthmiia and he had little soiicitade | 
for its beaaty. 
I (though not eq^ecially intereated) aaked, ^'Whak 

form in your work taking?" 

Mr. 8mith (authoiitatively, determiTiedly, but 
somewhat unfortunately) : "We're going to teach 
them, for one things habita of deanlinese." 

I (aorprifled) : ^nt harait you seen them bathing : 
every evening at snnflet in the atream that fows 

tli rough the town?'' 

I would add for the reader's enlightenment that the 
entire popalaUon, meD, ^^ umen and children, bathe 
erery evening, and without bathing anits either, such 
ia the inherited impulse of the Indian towards water 
in the Hot Oonntry. AH this I Indicated, but even 
more delicately, to Mr. Smith. 

He frii;i(llY) : **We want to stop just that sort of 
thing, and by law, if necessary." 

I (feeling bright^ than I probably was, and de- 
fliroua of meeting him on evangelical gronnda) : ^St 
Paul says, ^rong^ the law came sin.' Why diatnrb 

their iunocence?" 

He (disregarding this remark, facts not Hcholastic 
disputation, wei*e pushing him on) : '^Another and 
more important item of our program la to teach them 
agriculture. Nine-tenths of them (sweeping) kaow 
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nothing about it. We intend to be lliorougbly prac- 
tical in all we do. r?6 beard tbey still use forked 
mdekM for plows in maaj p«rti of the coontry, and 
I^e seen tiiem wifh my own eyes cutting large tracts 

of ^v'diis with pieces of tin.'' 

I glanced at Mr. 8mith. His complexion was that 
of a man who had lived all his life between waUa. 
I further saw that he had pale hand% with narrow- 
mailed, abort fingers, and I couldn't say if hia crayat 
pin were in tke aiiape of a whip or a rather fanciful 
cross. 

<<Bat in Sonera yaat atretchea are nnder cnltiTa* 
tion, and th^ e?en export a hoge amonnt Th^^d 
export ef?erything if nobody were looking," I ended 
with a smile, but it evoked none from liiiu. He was 
in earnest I began to get restless. The theopneustic 
methods of agricnltttre^ broad as tb^ were, did not 
really interest me. At that Tery moment nnder a 
dome of aqnamarine and lemon, getting indigo and 
gold at its edf!:es, dow n by the high, now fire-red, 
incandescent mud-banks of their streami w<Mnen with 
longy deeply-flonnced skirts of wliite or pink or blne^ 
the end of the flounce canght np at the waisti making 
an oblique and flowing Tanagra-like line, were has« 
teninpr to their spectrum-rolored bath, accompanied 
by naked brown boys, long-skirted little girls, and 
men dressed in white shirts hanging ont orer their 
tronserSy both of which articles they were ready to 
discard when in sight of the stream. But Mr. Smith 
had something insistent about him and I delayed. 

He: "To come down to brass tacks, we intend to 
knock all their snpersUtion on the bead*'' 
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I : **What are you going to do al)ont the mystlcil 
life of the Indian? No one lives bj bread alone^'^ 
His face hardened. 

He: "Mystical life I Do you know I saw an In- 
dian tying a poor little bird to tlie feet of one oi Uoae 
Madonnas the other day?" 

I: "Ke must hme been in pretly bad tioable^ and 
needing help" — (teatatiTely). 

He brushed aside with a single gestore me and 
the Imliiiii and the Ijird and the Madonna. 

''We intend to foster, it will be slow we know, tn- 
tirely different standpoints and habits. The Uniou 
Publishing honses, the Institational Churches, the 
Social O^tem will become to ihxm, in tim^ what the 
old town hall Is to ns, places where thej will meet 
and learn to discuss civic uud social problems." 

Tn a flasli I saw them ^atliering immeiiiorially; and 
not to the Union Publishing House, not to tlie Insti- 
tutional Church, nor to the Social Center, but as for 
the feast of the Virgin of Gnadalnpe on a bitingi 
hyemal night (December 12th). Whcde familiei 
would have come sometimes fifty kilometers^ some- 
times a hundred, on foot, and many who lived in the 
outlying villages would have done it on their knees. 
That crowded, twili|^t Plasa before the Chnrch re- 
sembled little and would continue to resemble little 
the old town-hall evoked by his words. In that cdd 
dusk they might be their own ancestors, so uiu liau^ 
were they by four hundred Aryan years. Doubtless 
Mr« Smith's zeal would have redoubled could be h&^^ 
seen the images in their minds of the ^Canse of 
Oanses^'' for before the Chnrch was bnilt, on the ssns 
spot, there was a temple to the Aztec Ceres, TooBtttr 
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aia, their Mother, too. But whatever it all was, it 
y^BB their o<wn as much as Mr. Bmiih's own probal)ly 
]i<m*ve8eiiiblant idea of the Deity. Again I put out 
my hand to take leave of him, but still he held me» 

saving : 

"I don't think you qiiife TmclerBtand the impor- 
tance of our work, and the b< If saciihce it entaila" 
(On the Indians, I hatefully thought) ''Erery 
American man and woman ahonld take a vital in- 
terat in it'' 

The p^en fig tree in the pirden was become a 
scarlet -^M lid. The hnaciiiiiaia with llie rod and crrcen 
head and the blue tail was annored in ruby and 
emerald and aapphiie as it flew oat of its burning 
branches. 

It was the etrange, synthetic^ ccmipenaatory hour 

before the fall of tropical night. 

Ab in a drenm and from a great distance Ids thin 
voice reached me : 

^^e are going to make this coontry over before we 
finish.'' 

With an effort I answered, for visions ci motion- 
less liidiaiis, with ontstretched arms, kneeling in dim 
chtirches, besought me: 

^'A country without worship which is the heritage 
of life and a people whose only treasure it often 
is ^ I was stopped by an invading dismay. He 
couldn't change the heart of l^e Indian without 
breaking it, but he could possibly defeat beauty and 
love, here on their own ground, and tarnish forever 
the gioiy of the '^patria ddca." I knew then that 
I was not f (NT Mr. Bmith, nor he for me. Thm was 
a sore way. 



Digitized by Google 



286 mXIMATE PAGES OF MEXICAN HI8T0£Y j 

"Fm a papist," I began, but stopped, for startled, 
he gave me a look smli as an uplift %\ urker might ^ 
Ifive on suddeolj diacovering a haimt of vice. The 
edifice of our conyerBatioii fell to pieces^ like a joitkd 
Itooie of cards, 

I contemplated Mr. Bmith yagnely, for wliet I 
knew was the last time, then foi^ot him, aud went 
out into tlic brief twilight, thick and heavy with tb* 
scent of an unknown tree in full flower. Sweet, 
dent impnliea stirred Tagnely within me, but th9 
were not for the conrmlon of dnnem 
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CHAPTER xxnr 



PnvpAgwda M yit naMl of Avti and Ite Motl ■qwiul id -O il*- 
8(MM of ttM BlMilBgi of **rirriiM)limo** OgHor Dob l4rii 
CabremShowi the Oonmptible^ It BiMt IiMomiptiblfr— Oil Again. 

Huerta had no propaganda, and in thla twentieth 
century it haa shown itself to be the moat powerfid 

weapon of offense and defense ever conceived by man. 
Any one attempt in ir to fight without it is as a uiau 
with a sling before heavy artillery. Its operation 
on the mflsses is like cmcealed fiie. It awaits but 
the moment that is its own. 

Under Hnerta's saecessfal riyal it became the 
finest of arts — though the most exix nsivc. It is a 
lesson in the way propap^anrla fund 9 should be 
handled. JS'ever skimp — after yoa have taken all yoa 
want for yonmelf • 

Oanansa was even able for the not om-disciimi* 
Bating American public to create a type. It is the 
most successful tiling he did. At an early day one 
saw on nil sides in Washington and New York i 
spectable Mexicans, rather silent except when speak* 
ing of the Oonstitntion, wh0| aa f ar as nature 
permitted, became Carrandsta in looks as well as 
deeda They grew long beards, when they could, 
were easily thin and dark, and looked old enough to 
be past the a*]:f of follies. When they did open their 
mouths it was to breathe gently of ^'libertad,'' 

287 
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<<Ftateniidad'' and <<La Gmurtitiicidn.'' If th^ era 
nifled their Toices it was to deplore Don Porfiiio^s 

peruiciouB one-man rule and Huerta's bloodthirsty 
ways, and above all his horrid, alcoholic tasitb, for 
ot course uoue of them ever drank anything stronger 
tlian chocolate. Th^ could get any amount of 
mon^y together witli corndgnmente of anus and am- 
munition (which last they generally lost to uncamoa- 
flaged bninlits prowling along the road between tlie 
Bio Grande and Mexico City). 

A part of the enlightened pieea of tiie coontiy Mi 
before their propaganda. Eyen the ^^atlon^ showed 
a tendency to treat Carran^^a as if he were a saint in fl 
nichei and waa ready to sell his relics to the faith- 
ful. 

The ipast yeani have been hard jears and wo hate 

all mt at eehool, the school of facts, and tlie bool% 

alas, have been written in blood; bm tor all this we 
still too often uiistake black for white, and when we do 
not happen to be color-blind, fail to diatingniah the 
slie or shape near objecta 80 convincing indeed 
was tids iE^)ecial propaganda that tiie 'Nation'' could 
print, without a sign of a smile, paragiajjbs about 
President Carranm's submittiug a law to '^clarifj ^ 
the petrdenm sltnationi when it is already as clear tf 
day to those whoars robfied and those who robj wldch 
two categuriia are fairly inclusive of all who havet* 
do with petroleum. It could also print au interview 
with the ^^divine breath of the fatherland/' as one of 
his eulogists called Camnca, CMiceming the disaeoii' 
nation of knowledge, where he says, among other 
tliin^^ "In. the meunlime, my gOYemment prefers to 
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ito beot efforts to the extenflloii of prfmaiy ednr 
cation.^ The starving, imiMdd teachers, the starving, 

xinUiuglit children and the empty sclippl buildin*;8 
xvere the facis in the case. However, there was and 
^ionbtlesa contiimeB to be one department of primary 
(and advanced) education liboraUy endowed by the 
i^Temment, where the professors are the best to be 
liad Tui' monej. This is the education L,dven new fol- 
lowers of Constitutionalism by theii* private secre- 
taries^ and is a more flystematic corruption of the 
green and sometimes well-intentioned, land-distribnt- 
Ing bandit from the country than ever was practiced 
vM nny crown prince or any plut (Herat's sou lor his 
moral ruin, lie is put up to new and scientific ways of 
despoiling the people (he used simply to take what he 
happened to see if it pleased hidii and he was not out- 
numbered) . In the white light ot Carraneism he dis- 
covers a dozen other way.^. The secretary further- 
more tells liim all the naughty and pleasant things 
there are to do in town. In fact educates him 
thoroughly for his rOle of Liberator, putting him 
especially through every tense of the new verb in the 
Spanish lou^^nH , carranci<ir, to steal like a Carran- 
cista. As to such, however, it has been said since a 
centuiy that it is impossiUle to hare liberty in Spanish 
America as long as there are liberatom These last 
seven loan Mexican years have amply proven it. 

When the "NationV interviewer, sitting in a 
spacious room of the Palace with the First Chief 
(who had previoudy given him a ^'firm hand-daspi 
and' a pleasant ndley'' doubtiess also waving his be- 
nigu white beard at him)^ chirped blithely that he 
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'^ould be glad to know what may be expected in the | 
way of irrigation and identiflc land-cultnre * l 
remdtof thSimpetu$,giwi^imderyourdifW5Hon,hiftkt 1 

Department of Agrictdturc^' — tlie italics are mine— * 
the joke was on the br» per cent, there still was not the 1 
ghost of a smile on the "Nation's" face, though it loves | 
this Qiedal 85 per c^t Now it ia known that one of 
the resolta of the impetna girai nnder Carrana's 
direction waa the atripping of the Federal Depart- 
ments of luiiiiture, books, scientific instruments, , 
records, tapestries, typewriters (animate and iiiani i 
mate), and that of the School of Mines and 
Department of Agricnlturei he left bnt the walii. 
Neither ia what happened to the cropa themael?e6 1 
secret aa a ''reaalt of this impetna.'' i 

But if, accordin<2: to Uv' propLi^^andists, the sit- 
uation was so satisfactory, why did so many MexicaBS i 
die daily of starvation and disease, to say nothing of 1 
bnUeta? And why conld not the First Chief a I 
pennyt loan from any foreign nation on the face d 
the earth? 

Another attractive but cozening cry of the Constitu- 
tionalists was i iMist d about the education of the 
masses, even in the joUjr PreHionstitutional days when | 
tiie constitotion performed any acrobatic feat de- | 
manded of it ita owners and exMMtora. It could | 
stand on ita head, it conld swing by its teeth, and if . 
sleight of liaiid tricks have never been surpassed any- 
where or at any time. It was further adorned witii 
the ring of Oygea. 

Bnt to return to the matter of disseminaticm <rf 
knowledge nnder the Constitntionalists: The cap- 
tion of '^a revised le^stem of edncationi from the 
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common free schouls nil over the republic to the 
national nnlvermty at the Capital/' was what was 
presented to tli(^ American public; and they took 
it iiF^not all of them, bat enoa^ of theiiL How- 
evetf one of Mexico Oitj's own newspapers mid: 
'^116^11 ebildTen ai eehool age in tiie Federal 
District (Mexico City and subnrbs) are receiving 
no instruction at all. This iiguie, wliich is all the 
more significant and discouraging in that it relates 
to a section which is nsnally considered the most 
cnltnred of the Bepnblic, has been taken from the 
statistical data jnat published by the BuTean of 
Education. There bein<r al)<>ut a million people in 
the Federal District, there should be about 200,000 
children at school. . . • The school census taken at 
the beginning of the present year (1918), nMoh woi 
unqueBthndbty deficient m ieveral reepec^, shows 
an enrollment of 89,689 children who are receiving 
no education at all. These fij^ires, which offer much 
food for thought, bring out strikingly the lack of 
education as compared to former years.'^ This is 
what appeared aftw the statement had been seen 
by the censor. 

It is also a fact that Carranza, of naturally 
sluggish and unreacting temperament where educa- 
tional progress was concerned, was the only governor 
who opposed the establishment of schools under the 
anspices of the Federal GoTenunent, when Madero, 
in the execution of a law initiated in the time of 
DiaSy was trying to further elementary instruction. 

It appears that in spite of the large appropriations 
for education, which stayed on paper just long 
enough to permit of the money being got from wher- 
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ever it was and dist nhiitod to tlio nearest, dearest ft^ 
within the golden riug, the schools, with such rare 
exceptions that th^ but prove the rnley ccHDopriaed 
oolj those kept as national bric-li-brac in the capitil 
to flhow to the incidental f6reign inveBtigator. (TUi 
last had replaced in the natural Carrancista evolntki 
the almost extinct species of foi*ei£rn investor, 
extinct except in the oil regions, where it still 
peraiata in spite of predatory tnbes and gorenh 
ment fM^, the loweat fmma <tf biological life beins 
'notoriondy the meet peiaiatent) The facta aie tfttt 
there were thirty-seven fewer schools in the City d 
Mexico alone than there were in 1910 — though the ' 
city was never so ci-owded, for everybody goes to 
town noW| aa it is well to be near the seat ol tbe ; 
^'redemptoiy rebellion" aet in the ^SsyBtalline^piiritiF { 
of the national ideala" 

But 4n the meantime realities, the *'realiora." ai 
Ivauoff calls (he eternal absoluUs, were that tlitJ 
youth of Mexico City slept in her cold, devitalized 
night atreet% awakened to drink frcMn her filtlij 
gatterSy stood abont the doors of restanrant^ if tb^ \ 
had strength to get there, hoping for some senpi 
lioiii the tables of the **Lil)erators." It was quit« 
natnif^l that the only ambition of the boys was io . 
become Liberators on the plan they saw so success- 
fnlly ponmed, and of the giila to get to kaow 
a little later (not so mnch later aa in ncHthen 
climes) some of the Liberators. This is what the | 
bri^lit, stronjx ones, boys an<l girls, saw as the onlv 
way out of miseiy. T1h» others, and their nntne stiH 
is legion, who are ill and stupid drag out the hnn jrv 
hours of the day and the cold hours of the night tiU 
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th^ are ^^redeemed'' in another life» <Hr loat in tlii& 

Under Porfirio Diaz 11,000 primary schools were 
estiiljlislied fand \vurkirjir), and these many schools 
and tlie op|)oi*tuiiity for education they gave, con- 
tributed to the extraordinary proflpeiity of Mexico 
during Ida role. Now eren tiie paat prosperity of 
the- conntry, by some aingolar donding of the per- 
ceptions, is held up for anathema and derision. 

The two men who Riieceeded IHuz, ^Vhuli io and 
Huerta, also f uilhered as much as lay in their power 
and aitnation the deyelopment of public instmcti^ML 
The past, '^the tnie fatherlands^ waa near enough 
to fiing Bome of ita glory aboat the uncertain present, 
and there was in both these men, so divergent in 
their qualities and their defects, souk^ ihhL rst^iii<1in£^ 
in one of them, some instinct in the other iov the 
glofy of that past, and both had deairee, vnbom 
thongh th^ wex«, for the adTancement of Mexico. 
One of these men failed becanae of hia lack of admin* 
istrative qualities, the other because of blank spaces 
in his iiioiiil beiiifT wln'^'li niuu^led him out for 
destruction by the \irtuous arbiter of the destiniea 
of the United States of America and those of Mexico. 

To retom once more to the dissemination of 
Imowledge under Carransa. To the aniPering of 
unfed, unoccupied children must be added that of 
those who in iiornial times would luive tauc'ht them. 
They have been condemned to a misery unknown to 
their eolleagnea in any part of the worlds even in 
a world where the moat important traditionary act^ 
that <tf imparting knowledge to the young, is alwaya 
underpaid. One of the reasons for the depopulation 
of the Bchocds is the fact that in the majority of cases 
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the teachm were not paid at all. Thej liad to choott 
between itarmtion and the imparling of knowied|e 

to Btairins: children, and aome other occupation. The 
two million and some pesos of the Concessional 
appropriations for Education could not find their 
way even to a amall number of teadiiera and schools. 
Borne hand of aome Liberator waa alwaja waiting to 
snatch it; for Camuna waa fe^rishly generous ifi 
reconipensinj]^ his friends. Never Wius any tyrant of 
ancient or modern times more ready to enrich his 
upholders than this ''oTerlasting idol of free peoples,^' 
aa he was called 1^ those he loaded with gif ta — th^ 
could take anything belonging to anybody through 
out the length and breadth of the land. 

It has been said by a contemporary Mexican of 
trained and brilliant mind, now, of conraey in exile^ 
concerning the generona habits of the Firat ChisC, 
that: *V one of his fri%nds wins a battle, he givei 
him one, two or three million pesos (paper), a fine 
country house, valued at no less than one miIUo& 
(gold) I Tarions town residences in the most fashion- 
able qnarto" of the town» and a handled womea 
chossn from the most beantifnl and attractive of the 

Republic. A Oonveniiou further expresses its appre- 
ciation of his aerrices by a vote of thanks, u medal, 
a diplonuii and a further decree that the Victoria 
name be inscribed in letters of gold np<ni the tablet 
in the Ck)nTen1lon Hall.** 

Now, this Siirne man, Senor Bulnes, who knows his 
country well, having aided in its glories and been 
witness to its miseries, says further and finally and 
from the safe distance of the green isie at Cuba: ^In 
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Mexico to steaA is to live. !Not to steal is to fall into 
the pit dug fpr cowards and honest men, the hope of 
stealing being implanted as deeply in the aonl of the 
wrolntioBario as the hope of heayra in that d the 

Christian." 

Though over a hundred and fifty inilliou» from 
tajcea came into the hands id the Oarransa Govem- 
rnent^ aecording to the now known retorna of the 
jear of l^lS-lOld, the government never, eyen 

in words fwhidi cheap enoiiijhj, approached the 
delicate subject of the Foreign debt. Even tlie Bhower 
of gold in the oil districts (where the Biblical 
qnotation to the effect that '^e oil hath langniahed" 
is not to the point thongh ^he ground hath 
mourned, the corn is wasted and the wine is con- 
fontKlcd") , was no incentive to promises. To inter- 
estingly illustrate this special propaganda and 
Article 27 of the new Constitution, why did they 
not array CSarransa as Dana^ and put him in the 
**movie8"? The oil wells could have made Jupiter 
look like the proverbial thirty cents. The trod in the 
guise of an oil well visiting Carranza in languorous 
DanaSsque attitude in the seclusion o| the Palace 
(instead of that of the tower of bronse) would, too, 
have brought mythology up to date^ and incidentally 
hept interest alive. 

Now as to oil : the quite simi l^i facts in the case are 
that prior to the advent of the foreign oil-devils, the 
If ezicanB either completely ignored their petroleum 
:fields, or had the oozing, horrid indicadons fenced off 
80 that neither man nor beast, straying, could iall 
into them and lose his life. As far as the Mexicans 
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were ccmcerned, tbat was all there was to wliat fail 
proved to be the detenninixig fector Ib 20th Century 

labor. It was known further to a few pious ones of a 
Htiulious turn of mind, that it had been used in primal 
Aztec days to grease the floors of temples. The nation 
made the strange mistake at consideiiiig Madero as 
tiie Messiah. He had^ <»i the contrary, been in th€ir 
midst in the guise of oil, long before Madero was 
begotten. To-day the wealth of Mexico is measured 
by her petroleum; together with what a certain 
i^yndieally-minded ^^Xibmntor" has left ai the hens- 
qnen industry in Ytieatan, for of tiie mines one hears 
little or nothing. Now the only salvation I see, tot 
Mexico, 'liberty" and ^^neT-vice," brotherly luve and 
prayer having been unsuccessful, is oily and certainly 
some o<msideratioa is due those who discovered iti 
being and its uses. The oU prophets spent rather a 
long, dry time cry ing in the desert.. Those timidly 
following them in the delinquent form of investors 
had cause during some years to think that the 
prophets they listened to were false. 

Now the oil companies nerer pretended to be ss 
Caesar's wife. Mexico, to mix the metaphors and the 
sexes, was as a difficult mistress, dark, passionaie, 
uncertain and, until tliey appeared, unknowing of 
her greatest power. They wooed h^ in the face of 
every difficnlly, enhandng her charms with such 
new and splendid gifts that she became the coveted 
of the nations and, after the immemorial manner, a 
source of strife. Then peace came to be the gi*eat 
desideratum, the peace at any price so much descried, 
the joys of love being mytoriously enhanced 
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i^elative qaiet>— >if not complete eeciuity. Tbe oil men 

could make Mexico rich, but they fonnd to their 
sorrow that they could not inHict on ht r the appar- 
ently imdeaiied and undesirable state of peace. They 
(and are doing) ^ however, Whatever ia pomible 
In the \^ ay of paying a high enough price to' enough 
**L!b€rators" and other competitors for her new 
loveliness, to command it intermittently to grace 
tlieir fabled oi^es in the oil*fielda. 

Theae devotees of oil sometimes lost tiieir lives and 
frequently all th^ monej. They generally worked 
eighteen hours a day, discovering fui Uk r tliat it was 
no virgin El Dorado they had taken to their bosoma 

Being a liar or a vulture in Mexico is not as uni- 
formly pleasant and profitable as ft looks from New 
Tork or even 8an Antonio. 

God ()ft( 11 chooses strange means to accomplish 
His cndH. Tiie oil companies, slippery with iniquity, 
not having an "ideal' ^ to bless themselves or Mexico 
with^ and of a natural sfaamelessness that made them 
cover themselves confidingly hut quite insnffldenUy 
with tlie breech clout of the New Freedom, a di-ill in 
one hand, a large l)ag of backaheesli in the other, yet 
are the saviors oi Mexico. 

iMratnre has a fondness for rq^alring Ihe ravages 
of man, returning often good for evil, and rarely 
forgetting to reward the ill-doer. Her lack of 
discrimination or even common decency in placing 
under the Carranza government, at a vital moment in 
the world's history, the most valuable spot on the foce 
of the earth, thereby enveloping <he First Chiefs rela- 
tions to Mexico in mystifying cross-lights, or rather 
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becoming half-lights, is aluiost enough to make cne 
lose one's faith in an All-Wise Providence. 

Bight under the noses of the predatory trites (in 
these are included the iniquitous foreign inTeeton, 
the ndnbow-colored brigands^ and those pr^ed on; 
i. e.y the innocent Mexicans and almost as Innocent 
Americans, Frenchmen, Euulislnnen and Germans) 
she en u sed an embarrassing number of oil wells to 
spout upy more in fact than can be restrained, ffft 
ttie quite excluMye Constitutionalist gOTemment 
Indeed, it Is ssid that in some places the 85 per cent 
are eren afraid to plant beans, for at the sligfateft 
touch of the soil out gushes *'el petroleo" and no one 
wants to die for oil. He prefers to live on it. 

But even this was not enough. When Nature really 
gets going she is always splendid, sometimes tem- 
fyingly generous^ and, as before pointed out, she 
rarely forgets the wicked. The oil flobd not being 
sufficient for the carrying out of her rast ideas, she 
hasi t ailed attention to a new and at the same time 
old source of splendor. In the mountains, in tbo9e 
wondrous^ treasure-bearing Cordilleras, fresh vdns 
of ore have been discovered, but mostly lying bo deep 
that only perfected, but^ alas, accursed foreign 
methods can dig them out. It ont-IIuiabuIJw 
TTnmboldt and his treasure house, though he might 
liave changed his simile of ^^Mexico being like a 
beggar sitting on a bag of gold,'' to that of a beggar 
dtting by a stream of oil, had he written in 1913 
instead of 1807. 

In spite of all this Carranza's very gifted Minister 
of Finance used to refer to the money situation 
strangely enough as ^'muj delicado,'' never evoi 
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whiBpering a wor6. eofncmdng Mexico's f ofetgn obli- 
gations beyond an indication that the right door is 
much further north, above the river in fact. 

Seiior Luis Cabrera has been called the brain 
of the Oarraasa Qoremment, and his reason 
for all things vss the quite simple and uncontro- 
▼ertiMe one, "La Bevoincidn es la BeTolnci6n.'' 
He began life as an "educator,'' in plain words a 
schoolmaster, after which he studied law and iiuinan 
nature and was, when I met him, among other things, 
attorney for the Tlahnalila Cotton Company, then in 
straits about its water, which was wanted 1^ the 
Maderos. We lunched with him at the invitation of 
Mr. James Brown Potter at the restaurant of Chapul- 
tepec, at the foot of the Castle hill, on dazzling, 
diamond-like noon. He is a small man with dark 
hair and mustache, and featnres rather indef- 
init^ after the Mexican way. But there was 
much life in his eyes, an ezpresrion of alertness, 
indicating an immediate (and doubtless protective) 
perception of strategic positions and ahIik s He 
proved later to have a strange, destructive mind, 
together with the Midas touch, bat these were not 
apparent at the time, at least not to me. He seemed 
Imt one of the typical, clever lawyers of exceeding 
"malicia" * (without which the species cannot exist) 
prodiifcd by Mexico in idniTidance and poniptinies 
called her curse. Long afterwards in New York I 

*Ttia word, probably the earliest lewmtH hf a foreign iiiTMter 
ftom his indigenous attorney, T wotild like to explain for ihom elect 
havin? no * * intereets " in Mexico. It ntt^nns not only *'maH<»<», envy 
and all uneharitableness " but also shrewdness, cunning and dissirau* 
Ution. Ttat !• emi ft vvib "malidar" most nMfttl pioteetl?«» 
t1i.it goes with il^ neiiiliig amoiig Mhor fUnss to ^'tDspeet matt- 
eiouslj." 
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asked one of bis colleagues^ whose name I wodd t 

mention except tbBt it mig^t cost Mm bis honae and ■ 

his life, what were the real qualities of Seuor , 
Cabrera. (It was wheu lie had first begua to supply j 
from his owa abundant store the deficiencieB in the I 
First Chief's gray matter.) Ha ansv^ered ior 
mediately: 

^n^nteligencia mediana, andacia snpericnr^ pemr* 
sidad ilimitada" ("Average intelligence, superior 
audacity and limitless perversity" ) . 

Now the only one of these attributes to whose | 
falseness I can testify is the first I fonnd him bright 
a good deal brighter than tiie average, so periiaps tbe ' 
other statements are inaccurate too. ^Poe» qn^ 
sabe? Though now tliat I think of it he has sinrc also ! 
flowed his "superior audacity." Prom one hour to | 
another he put Mexico on a g^ basis. All the prec- 
edents which obtain in such cases^ even goaranteai^ 
were brushed aside with the masterly gestora * . - 

He took^ no note of the dictum of Huerta's god, 
Bonaparte, that it "takes many years and skillful 
ministers to change the financial ^stem of a coun- 
try." The only difficulty was that everything that 
had existed before had to be destroyed. Theoperatioa ' 
was exceedingly painful for about 14,900,000 €i the | 
population. I understand, however, that those wbo 
lived tbroiijrli are so'mv: to recover. . . . And lienor \ 
Cabrera himself is as rich aa the of t<:ited millionaire 
of antiquity. 

There was a hint of the visibly insured about it 
an, making one think of Bt Paul, f <^ somewhat aftir 
the words of the Apostle, "The cormptible was sowed 
corruptible and it arose incorruptible." 
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Yet the facts are, according to the Americaa 
official auditor of the Carranza goverameut^ in the* 
flomewhat nninyentiye position of one under oathi 
that. Mezico^B debt i» 600^000,000 pem and that a 
mf e maxlmnni of her indehtednew in the fntoxe is 
550,000,000. 

Figures Bpciik and, as in the nie^aitluiTiic Tioisc of 
these just quoted, my voice would be unheard, 1 say 
no morei except that one cannot call it statecrafti 
nor 076n '^liberty/' nor jet ^^nman serrice,'' 

Ae is evident from these last flgares I have been 
reading in company, I trust, with a large part of 
the population oi tlie Uuited States, the hearings of 
the "Sub-Commit tee of the Committee on Forei^ 
Belations of the United States Senate*" In sectim 
osiei after reading the testimonj of a few ants 
crawling about and wondering when something 
would appear that I could see with the naked eye, 
Mr. Doheny, bearing all the predatory niarksi. tliat 
is, Tisioned, acute, bold, industrious^ inventive^ 
nndisGonrageable^ stepped onto the eeene with the 
free and eaefy stride d the wicked^ and I felt as if 
I wm hearing of deeds like nnto l&ose of the first 
conquerors of Mexico. He, too, came, saw and con- 
qnered, not by tlie sword nor even by fire, and what 
he, and the very few like him did in Mexico, is com- 
parable only to the achievements of the Spaniards to 
whom^ np to the era of the foreign inyestor, MeadiCO 
owed everything except her loveliness, i 

He acjuin unlocked her storehouse, turning the key 
in the fever-ndden, jungle-grown regions of Tampico, 
in which now flourishes the Rose of the World's , 
Desire, all the nations of the earth beginning and 



I 
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ending wifh Mexico haying rauKms to Fejoica 1i | 

distant lands those that walked now drive, those that I 
• wIoimI all daj at madiines, or broke their bacfo ( 
ahoveUng coal, by tlie gentle pressure of a &ig^' 
release an incalculable motive power, in a world 
where everybody and everytMng are amove. In Mexico 
itself many that were lean grew fat When looked 
at with a free eye, the discovery, or theft, develop- | 
ment or pxploitation (the fact is so splcn-liM that no 
epithet can hurt it) of oil is one of the mightiei^t 
achievementa of man, with the greatest good to the 
greatest number (thonf^ some^ of eoorse, get moit 
than others^ there b^ng no such tiling as equality). , 

The accounts of the tribute paid to Pelaez, the I 
native Chief of the oil regions, re mind one of the 1 
tribute paid to the tribes the Ck)nquistador€g i 
enconnterect on their march to Anshwar. Xiike unto 
them the oil companies pay not one^ bat maiqr trfhca 
There is a slight difference in methods, for nowadajt 
when ti iliiite in to be paid to Pelaez for inetnuc e, , 
oil coMi|i;inies receive a document bearing the 
ominous, majestic and once happily little-used 
words: ^'Beform, liberty, Jnatioe^ Law.'' 

Leaving the ^da of ftocy, a few limpid fsets ai 
to the recent career of the Stars and Stripes in the 
oil fields may be stated — with charity toward all and j 
malice toward none. I 

The Carranaa government was recognised by tbe 
American government after which it waa^ oi coms^ 
very rightly upheld by the American government B 
even obtained in the United States the arms and 
ammunition which were used in its campai^ against 
Pelaez, the rebel maater of the oil-lieida, and paradox* 

I 

I 

I 
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Ically the keeper of order there. PdM was com- 

pelled to resort to the familiar *'aux armes, eitoyens** 
to defend the life and propertj of himself and neigh- 
lM>r% also of the oil companies. He received the 
mpporty whkh eaniiot be ealled platonicy of all shades 
of complexions and opinions. 

The cori'esponding limpid facts concerning the 
career of the Carranza goyemment in the oilHelds 
axe: That the Carrancista generals looted the oil 
camps, stealing proviatons and arm% blackmailed the 
companies, took possession of their boats and anto- 
mobiles, held up their paymasters and killed their 
employees. The drillers and pipeline men, nnfor- 
innately for c<»isisten^t only felt comfortable 
when in Pelaes' territory. Pelaes exacted tribnte 

from the oil companies of from $30,000 to f40,000 
a montli, with which to nupport an army number- 
ing 2000 to 8000 men; doubtless also not forgetting 
himself and his friends and the friends of his friends. 
The oil companies seem to have been willing, 
evea eager to pay tliis amount in return for 
protection. The fly in the ointment, however, was that 
( they were compelled by fickle circumstance to allege 
that th^ were paying it nnder dnreis and becanse 
of threats by Pdaes to destroy their property, threats 
which, in fact, were never made. (lie knew a good 
thing when he saw it.) The oil companies approached 
the American goyernment on this fictitiLons and some- 
what nnctoons basls^ and the American govemment, 
from its nncomfortable perch on both horns of the 
dilemma, gaye its assent to the payment of tribute. 
That the oil companies haye long since lost their 
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Innomice ki marcely a matter for wondemai^ . 

though, of coui*se, for recfret. 

Borne of the pipes traBsiniLtiug the oil would seem 
to have been run for a tuae, not only to the aea and • 
to railway station^ bat to the rather eomltrictedoafc' 
let of the Palacio in Mexieo City^ where the Sliet 
Chief and liis luii^ht few friendb drew it oil", unfop- 
tunately, into a bottomleaa pit ThiSy howey^, is but 
a detaiL 

In Mexico the inftoence of natural loroeB (moetly 

mygterioos), rather than thofle men, is mwe 
potent than elsewhere.* In spiie of the completelj 
destructive acts of the most predatory of species, 
Mexico is getting richer ereiy day« Not even tfce 
CknurtltotionalistB have been able to restrain the 
lavish hand of nature. 

The motive force of thc^ world is to be detenu iiu <l 
as well as many political destinies^ by an eleuient 
found in Mexico in snprane and incmstng qnantiliea 
It confounds all logic as weU as all nMNralit^. The 
just and the unjust will be impartially exalted. 

If. on the other hand, to uncover the face of the 
earth, revealing undreamed magniticeucesy to bring 
a fabulous prosperity to.its inhabitant^ be a crimes 
to build schools and hospitals and model dwellintfi 
(quite after the manuei' of the Spanish Friars), to 
cause the land to flow with oil, behind whicli llow 
milk and honey, to enrich the nati<»is of the eartii, 
to change the motive power of the wodd, if all this 
be a crime, then the <^ men are criminals^ To one, 
however, who studies with a free mind the sitrnificauce 
of oil in the modem world, it will not be found to be 
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entirely a record of the unedifjing habits of TultureB 
and delinqueuts. 

Of course, Mr. Doheny got rich, and so did his 
companions and many of his enemies^ but so also did 
Mexico, and never, never did cause and effect, the 
machinery by which the entire nniveree, indnding 
every act of pnvate life, is regulated, more majes- 
Ucally nor more accurately balance themselv^ 
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CHAPTJiK XXV 

The Tampieo Incident — Demand of Huerta TYiftt It Be Takan U» 
the Hague — Instead Vera Crux Is Taken — The Faiiacj of Ar- 
Utwikm, Wte It D«m NoI BidoiM tht wm «f tiM Siroii. 

Hie Hnefta-Tami^co Indd^ty in fhe light <rf tiM 

auljbcqiient Carranzu Tampico and Mazailan inci- 
dents, appeal's as a screaming farce. A Europciiii 
who wae in Tampico that April of 1914 drew me a 
diagram of the port, the position of the Federal and 
rebel f orcei^ and of the dock in the forbidden milituy 
sone, approached by a launch from onr gunboat in 
the innocent inirsnit of petrol. The story is simple 
and even artless. Firing was going on at the time 
between the Federal troops and the Bebels. The 
Marines^ with their petty officer, were arrested 
Colonel Hinajosa, acting under general ordera te 
allow no one to approach the dock, and were taken 
to militarr headtiuai tors. They wtiie almost im- 
mediately released and before the American govern- 
ment conld make any demands. Oeneral Zaraga>& 
had made his apdlogiea to Admiral Maya 

Bnt it was the hea?en4iom opportunity to get lU 
of Hnerta, one of those preordained "accidents" ^ 
which just men as well as fools are confounded, the 
gods having even less regard for the rights a 
than have his fellow-men. 

As ,to the snbseqnent ^terving*' ot the Mezicaii^ 
wMdi flollawed tlie Tampico inddoit^ PieridBQ^ 

306 
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AVilsoii slated, auJ it lias, in the eclioiii^^ lialls of time, 
a. puerile ring not then apparent, *'We have gone 
down to Mexico to serve mankind. We do not want / 
to flght Uie Mexjcana. WewanttoiervetlieMezicaiiB 
if we can, because we know bow we would like to be 
free, and how we would like to be served if there were 
friends by ready to serve ns.^ 

In this year of 1920, the Keds, knowing we would 
like to be ftee, and how we would like to be served, 
aie bnsil J engaged in trying to free na and serve na. 
We, bowever, bdng strong, respond to ihetr friendly 
efforts by deporting them as fomentors of disorder, 
overt ii rowers of our government. The Mexicans were 
weak and could not deport us, so we finally succeeded 
in overthrowing constitntional government in Mez* 
icou We can bnt express the pions hope fhat^ witb the 
belpof God, no foreign nation will ever have a chance 

to Berve us la the same extent. 

I do not intend to eo into the intricacies of the 
Tampico incident Anybody can read the official 
reports of the Congressional Committee on Foreign 
Belaiionft^Mr. BncU^s for Instance— if he is sofll* 
dentl J interested, or 'fA Diplomat's Wife in Mexico'' 
(out of which many thinj;:s were cut on the Pauline 
principle that "though all things may be true, all 
things are not expedient'^). • 

I (mly mention the stupid matter becanse it led to 
the taking of Vera Oma in ponrait of the service of 
the MedcansL Everybody knows all abont it Mr. 
Daniels himself has carefully explained that the 
Huerta-Tani|)i(o iueident "was different" from all 
other insults to the flag, notably those offered by 
Carransa himself at Tampico and Masatlan, ^In that 
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then the purpose was to force Huerta oat <if Mextca" 
Hverta said to the American Charge, when he wvs 

urging liiin to give the Bulutes to the flag: — "This is 
only one more thing, — what will it avail if I concede 
the nuttter? Washington is bent on destroying me." 

Later on hearing of the taking of Vera Oro 
through the Mexican finh-Secretaiy of War, tbe 
Charg6 d'Affaires was faced with the delicate task 
of prociiriufT from General Huerta what protec- 
tion might be possible for American life and propertr. 
He went immediately in search of the Ft osident and 
found hiio sitting in his antomobile in the Pailc of 
Chapnltepec snrronnded by several membeni of the 
Cabinet and military ofBceni. Huerta wore so 
austere but not unfriendly exjiit s.sion. The Charg^ 
greeted him with the words, "Seiior Presidente, what 
have you heard from Vera Crua?" Huerta's look 
darkened as he replied: ^onr Ckmrnment haa taken 
the port of Vera Cms. We thought that yon were 
friendly towards Mexicans and would not shed their 
blood and we further depended upon the Treaty of 
1848." The Charge expressed his personal regrets at 
the death of any Mexicans and proceeded to talk to 
him regarding steps to be taken for the immediate 
protection of his nationals. 

Huerta answered that Americans in Mexico were 
his friends and that the Charcr«^ could rest assured 
that he would do everything within his power to 
prevent outbreaks, which might lead to their being 
injuredL He further said that he did not consider 
that he was at war with the American people, but 
only with (heir Chief Executive, who bore him a per- 
sonal grudge^ adding that he did not desire to go down 
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to history as the President of Mexico imder whose 
admioistration i^jmy and suffering had come to the 
friendly dtisens of a neighboring state, with wiiicli 

Mexico had been at peace for over 50 years. 

lie siiid tliat he would instruct the press to make 
no mention of the situation at \ era Cruz in the after- 
noon editions, that he would give the Military Com- 
mander of Mexico City and those <tf other places with- 
in his contrid, orders to ha^e troops ready to suppress 
any disturbances. He then gave the Charjr^? a note 
to the Governor of the Federal District iiisiructing 
liim to confer with him concerning the protection of 
American citizens within bis jnrisdiction. The Oct* 
emor agreed that the City should be patrolled that 
night by monnted police and an extra guard was sent 
to the Embassy and to the American Club. Ko Amer- 
icans at that time were assaulted nor killed within the 
Federal District, nor anywhere in Mexico within the 
territory controlled by General Hnerta's Qoyemment 

Any Individual crime committed 1^ Hnerta, and 
after the manner of antocrats, in pnrsoit of 
their ends,— -he would have stuck at none — would 
have l)pen a thousand timef=?, nav, a hundred 
thousand times less disastrous than the individ* 
nal and coUectiye bmrrors that the service itf 
hnmanity has entailed on Mezica That there srtf 
two moralities, no stadent of history, or even of ethics, 
will deny, the private morality w]ii( h concerns the 
individual and his Maker, and the public morality 
which concerns the welfare of the race over which 
a man Is called to role. 

There was a moment when Hnerta appeared as the 
Man of Destiny^ preordained in his small, soft hand| 
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to preserre the legality of the government of Mexico, 
till one more worthy of esteem sliuuld be found. He 
was quite apparently a man such as appears at timet 
in a coontiT'a hi^wiy to fulfill a certain taik, 
whether he be Mint or eiiiiier ie not of the ali^teil 
importance to the State or to Deetin j. 

If he be devoured by ambition, snstainiug himself 
by plots or by arms isjalso a detail ; the essential is 
that he anatain himself and with himself the Stata^ 
This is particularly true in Latin-America, where 
once legality destroyed, it is, as we have abnndantilj 
seen, the devil's own task to reinstate it With all iti 
<lra whacks, I believe in the mle of the strong 
(nothing is so disastrous as weakn^) ; it is the only 
thing that really works out politically, and its appli- 
cation will not destroy what few (if any) Uloaloni 
the Peace Conference has li^ me. My only objection 
is to veiling the application with snch words as 
human sri vice, rights of snuill nations (somr small 
nations), i'reedom (new or old), fraternity, or even 
Democracy, which last has come to have a doll-eyed, 
been-ont-all-night lo<^ most nnattrsctiTe. 

The strong, and qidte natorally, have alwa^ 
devoured the weak (the only laws one cannot eva<le 
are Isaturo's laws), and the history, ancient or 
modem, of every nation that has arisen to greatneiifi 
proves it To the victors inexorably belong the spoUfl^ 
and they always take tiiem, bot the process has lately 
been presented to tiie pnblic, which Is as innoceat 
now as in the period of the Ivonian wars aixainst the 
Barbarian^ or the Barbarian wars against the 

«Ni9oleMi toUiteolbir Jbiepb: '<Wlm It it «iA tf a Uif M 
ht k » good MB, tfaft TClgn Is a faJhrn.'* 
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Bomaim, wldeherer yoa like, as tlie 'Wmnph of 

virtue." No right can dream of existing in visible 
shape that ia not sustaiiR*! by might. lively and 
0tenial truth her&elf survive* but in one way— by 
^^^ng the liyes of thoae who eem her. Touch 
lier e?er eo humbly, and one dies the death. 

Yet her service is more alluring than any other, 
the death one dies dearer ■a]u\ imnc beauliiiLl than 
any life, even as the children of this world rate lite 
and beautj. Her rewards are withh^d from her 
aervanti^ and thoae who eerre her not, are generously^ 
Tisibly recompensed. Yet tdie is the greatest of all 
things, and the heart dilates in the stralghtness of 
life, and the soul bums in its cold at thought of her. 
But only he who giveth his life shall hnd it, and we 
all, who have honors or riches to sacriflcei resemble 
more or less the young man of scripture who was told 
that to gain the heayen (of truth) he must sdl all 
that he had and give it to the poor, and ^'being rich, 
he teas very sod/* Again, why should any of us be 
proud? . . . 

£v^ before the Huerta mess had been boiled down 
to the sediment of the '^ampico insult to the Flag^^ 
tiie foreign representatiyes began to faint about the 

Hague Tribunal. It was so evidently created for just 
euch ihiiigs. The Belgian Minister, astute and really 
desirous of helping clear up an uunecessarily com- 
plicated situation, walked lUwut the Embas^ draw* 
ing-room one day as on air, with an Eureka look 
upon his face* The German Minister, lem mercurial, 
and not optimistic where things Americo-Mexican 
were concerned, became, for liim, almost enthusiastic, 
saying: — ^'^Thoagh nothing will come of it, it ought 
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to be tried.'* What they said to each other as €b&f 

descended those honeysuckle, geranium-growu Lm- 
bassy steps uuiier those dazzling Mexican heavens, 
I have no means of knowing. Later, when the swoi^i 
of Damocles fell, in the goSae of the Tampieo afUur, 
Haerta made a formal offer to anhmit the matter t» 
the Hague, and abide hj its decision. Instead, Vert 
Cniz was M'izt d. Kow I am quite shamelessly on the 
side of the strong; it is olfvioiisly the only side on 
which to be. Seize anything jrou want, and hold it 
if yon can, is the framework of international rela- 
tions. There is at times a little plaster and stnceo 
work done, giving amiable and accompliidied gentle- 
men of various nationalities a chance to dine together 
iu the evening, after they have sat around a gr^^en 
table in comfortable anncbairs during the day. But 
these mild pleasnies are only enjoyed when no one 
of these gentlemen has anything to negotiate that 
awakens national passion, or threatens conunerdal 
policies. 

After wars, conquerors do not seek justice, nor any 
Kingdom of Righteousness, they want, quite ele- 
mentally, vengeance on the nations th^ conquer, and 
who have cost them blood and money. Nations have 

always committed predatory acts at certain moments 
of their evolution. Glance at oui own historv. In the 
last century, when we were still in an almost sacra- 
mental state, the sons and grandsons of the men avIio 
were inspired visibly by grace to fbrm the Ckmsti- 
tution of the United States^ the greatest constractive 
single work in history, took a piece of territory one» 
third the size of their own count rv fioia Aiexico. 
When the Mexican government, brought to its Imeefly 



Digitized by Google 



VIOTORIAKO HUEBTA 313 



tried among other thrngs to make the stipQlataon that 

should not have Hlavery in Texas avIr u we luuk il 
over, Mr. Twist, the man then doing diplomat ic busi- 
ness at the old Mexican atand^ replied iudignautljr 
that he wouldn't even consider submitting sach a 
preposterous proposition to the President— ^^Antre 
temps,'' but not %ntre moenrs." To-daj the phrase 
that we went to war to make the world ^'satc for 
democracy" or "went to war to end war" in Uie name 
of justice and right is simply comic, with the deep 
nndertone ctf tragedy that accompanies the hasty 
though implacable decisions of the strong. 

To return to Huerta. If in 1914 we had even con- 
due trd ourselves as we did in tlie war of 1847 which, 
though General (iiiiut called it an unholy war, was 
a war, and after the immemorial manner of wars 
resulted in definite conqnest> annexation and respcm- 
sibility on the part of the conqneror% we wonld haye 
been acting as the strong have always acted and 
always will act.* Our ^^watchful waiting" methods in 
1913 and 1914 unfortunately had all the destructive 
force of war and none of its manifest advantages, not 
even its name. We did not assnme full responsibility 
for any part or parts of Mexlco> neither did we allow 
her to be responsible for herself. The reasons for the 
s\ibfc5e<]uent disaster are cleai-. The Treaty of Guada- 
lupe of 1848 was as scrappy a scrap of paper in its 
small way as was ever seen. Pea^e, limits^ brothw- 
hood, arMtration, were its devices. Bnt when more 
than half a centmy later, a President of Mexico was 
eager to submit the essentially trivial Tampico 

I 

*In the case of thoso annexatioiii of lB4$f OM lu leea no tnieo of 
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matter to the Hagve^ the meet peace-loving of oii» 
moiier% then Secretary of State, bnudied adde He 

proposal. It did not 8uii the purposes of our I'l-esi 
dent. It also illnstrates in its small but peiieotly 
lunmoiifi way tho fallacy of arbitration as a meafiixe 
to peace, when it doee not suit the strong; and 
vdgktf with advantage to all, buy the League d 
Kationa (which is not even a novelty ) qnickly and 
decently and lay a mjrrtle wreath upon its tomb, 
rather than keep the corpse imburied| anieUing to 
heaven. 

It wonld seeniy furthermore^ in the rather bri^t 
light of sahaeqnent world-history, that all that pe^ 

sonal passion and national greed will permit of con- 
trol %\as more than adequately provided for by the 
Hague Tribunal. Why build a bigger Peace Palace 
when the rooms of that we once built foond w^ 
tenants? 

However to retom to Hnerta. He was an Indiia 

from the State of Jalisco, in control of the supreme 
power, and he acted with his usual fidelity to type. 
To demand of him thai he be something that he was 
not^ of Mexico something that she 'is not, was quite 
simply to invite the most evitahle poUtieal disaster 
of modem history. 

From all time autocratic governments have dis- 
posed of tlieir enemies as Hnerta was dinposed of. A 
dead enemy is more desirable than a live one. 
Machiavelli recommended ity and it has been pisc- 
ticed since and was before with the mipimnm cf 
inconvenience and the maximnm of result 

Ethical iiolutions are notoriously irksome in the 
bom^ and in the state. It is easier to paxusii a cUil<i 
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because he has Dot obeyed some arbitrary or foolinli 
<'onimaiid than for his elders to be vigiiant and care- 
ful as to the kind of oommaiid tlMgr give, or OBce given 
to lit it into an orderly scheme of things. 

So In a weak, neighboring state it is a nuisance to 
:find out what is really the matter. Bat thciu on the 
head, jail them, sell them arms and ammimition and 
bnj their loot is easier. 

Being of pnre Anglo-Bason origin^ I have cast off 
cant with difficulty. A dosen times a day I find 
myself, erai in the cnrtained alcove of my soul, 
tempted to call things by names so uudes( riptive of 
them that I know the angels weep. Once on the scent 
of truth, lioweyer, it is a pity to stray oft'. 

I haye, besides, in company with a few millions of 
my compatrioti^ drawn some benefit f^om the p<^ti- 
ca! edneation recdved, nearby and far off, at 
the lumds of the chief of my nation. From him I 
learned of the two measures, and huw empty a thing 
is idftftl^ftyn : there is simply nothing in it. History is 
a succession facts, clarified or distorted by the 
man haviBg most power in any situation. If , aa in 
the case of the United States, complete and nndivided 
power is vested in an individual together with all the 
billions we can dig from, or grow in, or raise on our 
national terntory to farther increase his might, he 
can pretly well tnm the world upside down or cliange 
its face. And there was not one out ci a hundred 
million who jumped in front of him when he dashed 
oft mth the bit between his teeth, upsetting the 
European buggy, and running over the American 
Constitution. As has been aptly said by one of our 
resigning Cabinet ministers, '^Bverybody is afraid of 
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erervbody else/* and some limes instead of cniBS, 
"What's the matter with Mexico?" one feels lik 
crying, "What's the matter with the United States!" 

But at least let us look in the eyeSy if we en 
withont laughing, this practical joke that the Umtad 
States has played on democracy. There is somethiiig 
almost god-like abont it 

One of thoae so-decried limited (or unlimited) 
monarchies would not make the man looking for 
freedom lat^h quite so hard, nor cause him, at 
other times^ to shed so many teara In the case of 
Mexico, Don Porfirio's iron finger pointed to a g(AdtM 
a^e. Tlio exponents of the new order on the other 
hand in *'their fierce passion for recoiistnich'oc*' 
qnite simply tore np the railways^ flooded the minee» 
blackmailed the iniquitous but necessary oil cm- 
panies, sold the crops and the cattle across the border^ 
looted the ehurehes and l)anks, closed tlie schools and 
hospitals, and saw to it tliat evoT-y womnn above tlie 
age of twelve contributed her milr tu the population. 
In administratiTe circles of 1920 this sketch of the 
New Order may appear somewhat bree^, bnt not so 
breezy nor nearly so amnsing as Mr. Dooley*s sketcft 

of our benefactions even in the Golden Age, that I 
came across the otlier day. As ilie sense of humor 
is the only possession a man cannot be deprived of 
by Gkyvemment decrees, — his hope in a future Uf^T 
his loYe of his neighbor, together with all his material 
possessions are easy to take from him, — so easy titft 
it is done every day everywhere, I quote it: 

"What's th' throuble in Mexico!" . . . Mexico, I ieaiu. i* • 
conndlmratbte stlirip br mountain an * homleide or polj-tioka, extindiii 
fr'noor lootiim boidh«r in th' gin'nldiBpe i?«brohiett 
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tNyimded <m tib' north be fh' Bio Grande river, wliieli is mivngthU be 

pcrlcstlirpcns f V thousands iv miles fr'm it*s smircc nn * be th' Trishes 
iv tb' people ir Texas, au ' on th' south be more throuble f 'r th' 
Monroe docthrine. It's sooil projooeee an abmtdanee iv rocks ir all 
sizes an ' it 's climate is iv a sandj eom|ilexion. It 'a inhabitants rangn 
in color fr'm <1ark to darker, an' msnv iv thim ar'ro iv Tndjan 
extbractioD but th' Indyan has not been completely exthracted fr'm 
1^ It fhim. In resent years large nnmbers ir th' yonng men tfa' 
land have becomo patliriot* s, or as thoT ar 're called in Mexiro, ban- 
dits, in preparation i 'r a pollytickal career, but many iv thim have 
failed on account iv bein' too tender hearted whin ilivated to office. 
Often a succissful Mexican bandit haa tamed ont to be a weak ftn' 
aintimental sicretary iv tli' thrcnsiiry. 

"Mexicans enjye a republican form iv government, often whin 
mwmy ft*m home. Thejr have a eonstitadiion which ean be fonnd In 
th' catalogue in tli ' national Mu/pcm, in th' departniint iv humor. 
Th ' prisidint is ilit'tcd be th ' people. on 'v he don't Irt thim know till 
he iniorms thim that his prcdecissor has committed suicide bo tshootiu' 
himself in th ' baeJc. They have no tbrooble with their ex-prisldinta 
beyond soi in' that th* grass is kept cnt In fact, there is no such 
term as ' ' ex-prisidint" in th' lanfuageb Th' former exicutive ia 
ayether spoken iw as ''Th' tete prhddin^'' or "Th' remains" or if 
he survives, he is known as *'Th' fugitive fr'm justice." As soon 
as th' new cxieutive has claned up th' ofTif^e he removes th' rilitives 
ir his predicissor an ' negotvates a loan. Th ' Cab 'net takes th ' oath 
Ir efllee on Ohoosday, on winsday it takes th' eash drawer and on 
Thursday, whin th' prisidint an liis t<^rm expires simultaneously, it 
takes th' boat f 'r Paris, persooed to tli' coast be th' incomin' ad- 
ministration, who serenade th' ship with gatlin' guns. Thanks to 
it's nachnral aptycdiood an' our biniTiBnee, ciTilization is makin' 
gr'reat sthridea in Mexico, sthridin' in wan day an' sthridin' out th' 
next. Although niver admittin' thim to th' famly, we long ago 
adopted thim, an' we have slnee bin a kin' It a great brother to thim, 
ofTerln' to fight any wan that intherfereil with tliim fr'm time to 
time to show thim their place, an' takin' annythin' away fr'm thim 
that we wanted. . . . 

"We flooded their •ntnj land with th' beat Howera It onr elTllisa- 
tion, with life in«iuranf"'^ ajrents, an' sewin ' machecn canvassers, an' 
Standard Ue, an ' excuraiona f r 'm loway to give thim free lectures on 
th' 'Evila !▼ th' Bullfight' an' <Th' Sleeta,' their two favorite 
forms iv athletics. In their domestic throubles we presarved a care- 
ful nootralitv an* put it on th' shelf in th' panthry. We took no 
sides on'y askiu' cash in advance f 'r arms an' ammynition an' in- 
datin' that both parties shnd shoot south whin near th' Bio Grande. 



80 as not to disthnrb th' Sunday School pirnic partins watchin' th* 
rivolution from th' Texas shoores iv that brawHn' torrent. Natm- 
ally they return our affiction f 'r them, often unopened. Th' love iv 
this simple people f 'r their gr'reat hearted binif actor is such that 
Americans who have lived lonjj in that country get tli ' habit iv waUc- 
in' backwards out iv all public places so's not to offind them. Th' 
prisidint It Hexieo, before th' late prisidint was 0ineral Perfnrlo 
Diaz. He was a wise nl' red man an' he knew that there's nawthin' 
ao dangsrons aa an angxy biniiaetor who feela that bo ain't gettin' 
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amij retarns on Ub inTiilnaiii 80 be was always palite to us, 

mind, an ' he kept ug in a good htrmor be threatinin * hia own f clloi- 
citizens, as be of tea cailed thim, £ 'r he was full iv fun, worse tbK 
be tbreated ours. Bot be grew old, bts ioiiiilst wen mH dsad, «' 
public office held no charm f 'r him. Wan day he sees a man tihX 
xvhiskcrs eomin* up th' ethreet with a brass band. * Who's t'nsf 
says he, to th' thrustcd chief of poliaj ^That's th* new prisiduiu, 
ses th' faithful aubordiiiate, reaehin' f V m gun. 'WeO, miB,* ajt 
Gin'ral Diaz, *I suppose I'll rib<?i('ato, ' whlrh ho did, out of* 
window, an' is now in Europe iaughin' his he^d oif knrj time h 
reads a pMiper.^' 
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Wlia* Bmi^ HiMrta to the AmericaD Embtaigr OB Hw K%ht «f tlie 

82d of Aprill 

Wbat broil c^ht Hucrta to the American £mbaM7 
that night of the 22d of April I shall never know^ 
nor what the thon^te accompanying him as he 
passed, in his gray sweater and soft hat, thiongh 

tlioae fatal and implac.'iblc doors. 

He was a man of much natural hope, and though 
the passports were Ijing on a table, in, the piiyate 
room of the Chaig^ d'Aflaires^ all was not yet coa* 
anrnmated. He may still haTe hoped when there was 
nothing more to hope, and combinations, canning 
and futile, been at work in liis l)rain. 

But whatever his sins, were they blacker than the 
night that awaited him, I mnst remember him as 
he waa at that moment,— composed of mien, elevated 
in fhoni^t, hia heart seemingly ready for what 
Destiny would be pleased to send him. 

He came borne on the flooding of his Fate, and 
doubtless I saw him not as he was, but as he might 
liave been. After that the tide began to ebb. 

I look back on that visit and see it elemental in its 
fltmpUdty, with something of tribal habit abont it 
His external errand was direct as life. From all 
time rulers have asked foreism envoys to the wedding 
of a son, bidden the stranger within their gates to 

SIS 



Digitized by Google 



320 I^TIMAT£ PAGE8 OF MEXICAN HISTORY 



the marriage feast^ catching tliein up in the stitch^ 
the generations. 

His errand being spoken, the rest was of equal 
simplicity, — ^life, death, and fear, and faia words d» 
claimed rancor toward a mightier people and tiieb 
uias((M"j — liis enemy. 

Outside was the trampling of horses' hoofs, the 
Bural Guard, a himdi*ed strong, surrouAded tlie Em 
has^jr; there was the clanipng of arms and staccato 
street sonnds. The night was sweetHranelUn^-Hif 
honeysuckle and geranium and heliotrope; a damp- 
ness, unusual at that hour and season, Inin;^ in the 
air and distilled doiiMy the heavy evening seeiits. 
Calm as his countenance was and few as were his 
weaving, undisturbing gestures, I think Huerta was 
nevertheless invaded by a deep ezdtementy consdotf 
even to pride, of the huge injustice of man sad 
fate. And though the dark waters were to swiftlf 
bear him into the s^maller, less ennoblinjr irrita- 
tions of defeat and ruin, they had not yet done 
He was still master of his soul, still united to hi^ 
country's destiny, still stamped with national tragedy. 
He was without fear and in that moment death, M 
were birth and life, was but the "fulfilling of the 
natural law to wlncli we must all submit." His only 
words to me concerning his enemy were : "He has not 
understood^' — even as they were to be, at the hidifca 
hour of his death, his last words concemis^ him. • • 

It is no small thing to have seen the ruler of 
a people at the flooding of his fate and theirs, even 
though its waters were the dark waters of despair. 

And those two pale Aryan silhouettes, my husband 
and myself, what, in that hour and to that IndiAA 
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atttnding by that life flood, could we little symbolised 

but the nnassailable fact that the A\eak have no 
rights when thej cross the will of the strong? ^ 

*''At baV pMl f0f«i tt oter mppma9A In the tewinf room, m 

▼on Hintze and I were sitting there alone, saying that the Presi- 
dent wan outside. Von nintzc departed through the dining room, 
after h£u$iii/ huiping me and MeKenna to remove the tea-table. 
There was no tbae to ring for oorvoBtik I wni to the door tad 
v-nited on the honeysuckle and geranium-scented vrrnn ^a while the 
tearless old Indiaiiy not in his top-hat da mas dignidad'), but 

is Ua gray sweater and aoft kal, more ioitable to ataati^ eama 
quickly up the steps. It waa hla iifl and kat viait to tte Eiliaey 
^urin^ our i«<'iunbency. 

' * 1 ied him into the drawing room wiiere, to the accompamment 
of stamping hoofs outside, of clanging arms, and footstope eominff 
and going, we hnd n strange and moving conversation, T could 
not. for my country's sake, apeak the eaidlese regret that was ia 
mjr heart for the oMal part wa lad hae» ofalM to idur hi the 
hateful dravft eaaatad bj aa to Ua aeaatiy*^ nadoiag: jOo greeted 
wob calmly. 

" 8e&ora, how do yon dot I fear you have had many annoy- 



"Tlicn ho 5nt back, quietly, in a big armchair, impersonal and 
inscrutable. I answered as easily as X could that the times were dif- 
fieult for an, hat that we were moot appreciative of what he had 
daae for our personal safety, and that or our natkmali, and asked 
Mm if there was nothinpr wo could do for hiia. Ha gave me A loag, 



« 'Nothing, Satoa. All thai ia done I must do molf. Tha mo- 
ment has sal aoma ftir ma to go. NotUag hot deau aoold lamova 

me now.' 

"I felt the tean come hot to my eyes, as I anaw^ed — ^taking refuge 
la generaUtiae ia tiwt dlfflealt mooMBt-^ Death la aat eo terriUe 

a thing.' 

**Ue answered again, very quietly, 'It is the natural law, to wliich 
wa omat all eabaut. We ware Dora iato the world according to 
the natural law, and nmst rlepart according to it -thnt \'^ all.' 

"Ue has wavy, interlacing, but not disturbing gestures as he 
speaks. He weat oa to aey that ha had eone, u a!a naaie and 
that of his sedora, to ask N. and myself to attend the wedding of 
his son, Victor, the next day. And notwithstanding much advice to 
the contrary by timid ones, we think it expedient to go. The safety 
of an hangs on his good-will, and it will be wise, as well aa 'deeenL 
to offer him this last p'iMtc attention. Just thor Nelson came in.*' 
After greeting the President, he said, rather hastH^, *Thej have 
taken the arms away.' 

*'HaeTta answered with a geatttn < f iaditfenttce^ 'It mmtt he,' 
adding *no le hace' C*it doesn't matter'). 

"I told him with a smile, which he quite understood, that it 
want vmeh la the way of as aaehaage. (As we had taken eeven> 
teen milUon ronnda of aaunnaition, and God knows how many guns 
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nn l riflps in Vera Cniz, hLs haul jit the Embassy did S' em ratkei 
amalll) He does not want im to go out by Guadalajara ar:^. 
Manzanillo, and, unlees compelled to cut the Ime, he gives us 
train to-moiTo\v night to Vovm Qm, witli a foil Meo rt» i*^*"^ 
three officers of high rank. 

" 'I would go myself,' he said, 'but X eannot leave. I hope ta 
wnd nj floa in my place, if he retoraa from tha wnrOi, I «speet' 

**I WHS dreadfully keyed up, as you can imagine; T folt the 
tears gush to my eyes. He seemed to think it was fear that moved 
me, for he told me not to be anxious. I said, ' I am not weeping for 
ntjvelf, but for the tragedy of life' 

"And, indeed, sinec seeing him I havf^ b»x'n in a se& of sad 
neas, permjuai and impersonal — impersonal because of the cnuk- 
iBf Mtiny that eaa ofertaka a atnmg nuui and a eoontry, and 
pi^rsonal, because this manj-colored Tibrant Mexican i » in ilOMO of 
mine is drawing to a dose. Nothing can ever resemble it, 

"As we thrae stood together he nttared, very quietly, his fatst 
word: 

** *I hold no rwicor toward the American people, nor towar! 
su Ejceeleacia el Senor Presidente Wilson. And, after a aiighi 
pause, ha addadL <Ha baa aot aaderatood.' . . 



I 
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Aaiini Wt^barf, laeliKUng the Niagtnt lUli Omimmm Th& Days 
Whm ^Ua'i Star Wtm High— Th» OtanMm Haik— Th» OUfftr 

DnMfaif*iDoai0 WImb tfa» Aetoit An HiUaf^i^ 

Bcfoie the appointmeiit of the ddegatee of the 

Huerta goyernment to the Niagara Falls Conference, 
an eyc-witiiesB tf'lls me tliat Huerta entered into a 
strange, subjective state. 

The impoMe in his fate was complete. He still 
had patience and there waa an accretion of the 
natural atoidam of the primitive Indian, bnt he had 
little hope. He was paralyzed by inaction and made 
nervons and "jumpy" by the way the light-hearted, 
thoughtless boys at Washington continued to prod 
him in his cage. His eyes, too^ were troubling him. 

The iBTitation of Aigentlna, BraiU and Chili 
cawed hope to revim It was an improbably poerfble 
issue, and he was of a generation still innocent con- 
ceminp: Peace Confen^nces. After some inevitable 
cross-purpose workings between Mmsell and his 
cabinet, three men of standing were appointed to 
represent Mexico in Washington, Seftor Don Smilio 
Babasa, fiefior Don Diiis Elgoeroy Sefior Don Agustln 
Rodriguez. Emilio Kabasa, tall, dark, thin, dis- 
illiimoned, is a hif^torian and jurist of i ti ti^rnational 
reputation, and was many years in the (Senate, where 
he represented in a scholarlj and enli|^tened way 
the interests of his conntiy* Lois Elgoero had never 
held public ofllce. Thouf^ of the land^owning clas% 
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he was patriotic, cultured, aud on his estates cou- 
dnued a mrstem of paternaliam that had brought the 
usual amount d happinen^ and tethermofe a max* 
imum of Mcorityy to those who served him. 

Sonor Don Aprustin Rodriguez I do not know 
personally. He is a «^fted jurist, and no word has 
ever been spoken agadust his probity.^ Theae three 
men were, in their countrji and after their waj, <he 
corresponding tgrpe of men that the British Govera- 
ment, the wisest and most powerful that eidsts^ is 
wont to select for important missions. Neither they 
nor their fathers before them had been "reTolncion- 
arios," probably not even "uplifters." They had lived 
in the woxid ci visible traditions and re^ponathilitiei^ 
once considered worthy of respect They had nefsr 
murdered individuals, nor robbed haciendas^ nor i^* 
laged the State. They inhabited good houses, adorned 
with works of art and furnished with libraries. Fur- 
thermore^ they were conversant with the past histoiy 
of thdr counti7i and ftuuiUar with presmt actoalitiea 
The worst that can he said about them is that thfij 
were upper-class men. 

After their departure, Huerta, though very rest- 
less, continually smoking small, black cigarettes, and 

' A spcctnim-colorcd book con! 1 be VliUn ML 010 IBfa||«ti of tiM 
practise of the law in Latin-Amerioa* 
The lleeiielftdo, u llie lawyer I* ballad, tiMmgb of a p rofcMl on wM 

floariBhea greeidj in all countries, has reached certain tjpal perfec- 
tions there, which, however, being climatic and racial, are rrrt tn be 
judged according to the latitude and longitude of WafiUington. Muid- 
boldt, of whom St haa htm s^d that ha waa th« only man wha avsr 

noted rrilitipis concerning Mexico, said: — -''Latin- America !? on- Ttst 
law-suit, from Monterey to Buenos Ayres." There was a time when 
enlightened Viceroys bc^ed that no more men of law be sent out froM 
the Mother Country, and to-daj these meo, with less responsibility 
tban tlie administrative classes, mneh more learning thnn the lowr 
classes, and often gifted by Nature as well, find themselves in a posi- 
tion of datanDdning inflnraoek 
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stopping often at the Caf6 Colon, and El Globo for a 
^^copitay^' entered again into a period of hope. Some' 
thing im being done. It seemed a heayen-eent oppor- 
tunity for the American Qo>vemmMit to learn some* 

thing about the ethnological, ethnographical, climat- • 
. ical, eeoiiOLuie, political plieiioinpua of that Terra 
Ignota lying to the south, it wi^ the fLmt chance 
.'Hnerta had had to eend a Idgh-claw gronp to preeent 
the case of Mexico to Waiidngton. He and thej were 
willing to do anything, to msike any coneeaslon, that 
vas connintent with the continued independence of 
Mexico. It was another occasion when men of good 
will could have given peace to Mexico. 

The whole was complicated by the somewhat hasty 
invitation to Carransa to beirepresented at the con- 
ference and his equally hasty refusal. Bnt there is 
nothing perfect, CTen in Washington. 

Before leaving Mexico, the astute gentlemen com- 
posing the Huerta delegation, foreseeing that the 
internal sitoatioii, m^nmed np in the ^^uerta mast 
go" policy, was what really interested Washington, 
and that whatever else might be demanded, Huerta's 
175 |K)iin(]s of tiesh (or whatever it was) would be 
exacted, got the promise from de la Lama, his clever 
Minister of Finance and his closest adviser, that 
he woold resign on the nomination of a nentral can- 
didate. Bren more important than the resignation of 
one man, however, was what was going to happen to ' 
15.()()(),(M)0 human beings, at the mercy of a wrathful, 
foreign god. 

Vilia'a star waa still hi|^ over Washington, bnt 
another was rising higher, that bright and evening 
star, Yennstiano Carransa. It put into sharp relief 
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the blackness of the heavens wherein had been w i iueu 
oar promise to Huerta to appoint, on hm resignation, 
a neutral govenuneiit. Contmiiiiig in the light- 
hearted wajy bef <He mentionecly of maranding hojs^ 
^'cet age est eana |^ti4," we took no account of the 
ijromise we made to these duly aecredite<l i^nvoys of 
the Iluerta <^ovemment. Even Mr. Brj^an is i*ecorded 
as saying apropos of the matter : — '^When you can't 
keep a promise^ jon can% and that is all thm Is 
to iV* It is indeed all there is to it, as we haye since 
seen, both in war and in peace. It was itfmply the 
a^e-seasoned manner of solving situations itetween 
the weak and the strong, and then, as now; — *'la 
raisou du plus fort est toujours la meilleure." 

There seems to have been no idea at any time of 
appointing a nentral president It was CSarransa, 
proviflional and permanent Preddent, thongh Oar- 
ranza's eontinuous and iinal attitude to Washington 
can be summed up in the old saw: — "A wife, a dog 
and a hickory tree, the more you beat them, the 
better they be;'' This method he pnrsned witii eamr 
plete success. 

A word here concerning what I call the ''Oarranza 
mank, ' one of the strangest appearances in the 
strange history of Mexico. It is nature- b cruel joke 
on the land of the cactus and, one might add, on a 
regrettable number of Americans^ dead and aliva 

Huerta's face was dark, fiat, cruel, crafty, strong, 
relentless, and he had a sense of humor, rerealed in 
easy gesture nn<] a sudden bripfhtening up of expres- 
sion, that sometimes unexpectedly detei*mined ait- i 
nations. Oarranza's visage was saintly. All are 
fmmiHAf witth it Benignity breathed from e?eiy line. 
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Could an e\il, self-seeking' thoiij?ht iiri«l harbor iu a 
Booi wTiose light sbouc so brightly throu|ih tlie win- 
d0w» of those kind, Uae-spectacled eyee? That pa* 
tlent listening eary-Hsonld it eyer haTe taken in the 
word ''politics/' stlU less ''graft"? Conid not tiie 
widow and the on^han have coutided their all to him? 

ould liui his word imve been better than anj other 
man's bond? 

Could thi« excellent gentteman have cleaned np a 
town other than with a street sweeper? 

Wonld he have hnrt a ily? Much less wonld he have 
bad the head of General Blanquet severed f i oin its 
body and exposed on a pike in Vera Cruz. Does he 
bear any resemblance to Herodias? 

That noble stretch of f or^ead seemed destined for 
the hon>e of philosophji in companj with philan* 
timipy. Would one have said that the space b^ind 
when tapped jjave back ii hollow sound? That Dun 
I/Uis Cabrera did his tli i riki ii^ ? 

He looks, too, uatorally Tolabieu It is recorded, 
however, that for years Us Totce was never 
raised in the Chamber of Depntiiea When at last he 
broke his golden silence, it was in the copper of snch 

words as "if our Constitution forbids us to confiscate, 
then for a space we will do without our Consti- 
tution,'* 

He wa% too^ made in the large ranchero mold, 
towering above his compatriots. Wonld one say that 

be could climb a balcony with the gayest of 
I>>tharios? Yet, oh yet, if spotless Washington but 
knew. 

In his face and attitude was a genersl expression 
of '^Suffer Utde ones to come ante me^ together with 
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the hea\^ laden." Would yon think that he had 
relieved a large portion of the inhabitants of Mexico 
of the burden of their earthly goods? He sits vitk 
serad^, unacquisitiTelyy aligfatly leaning tack. 
Conld one dream that he was fapadoiuiy tireleBa? 
There is absolutely nothing ot ayidity about his 
postnre; it rather siiffpfests renunciation, refusal: — 
'^I take a 'grati&caciOn' for myself or the Btate;^ 
Never P 

Yet no one at the head of any goveonunent was 
e?er gifted with tnch a genina for confiscation. *TbB 

greatest amount for the fewest number" has been 
the motto of Mexico ever since Carranza realized to 
his wonder and delight that he had found favor in the 
sight of the administration above the Bio Qrande. 

Somewhat as Estfaw before King Ashuaras, tiiai 
long-bearded old Constitntionalista was found fair, 
so fair that he conld scarcely believe it, until it was 
proven to him by those iirst warm embrace^: of a 
bewitched administration^ over which for a time a 
chaste Tdl was drawn. But now the dream is 
dreamed, the somewhat troubled night ia over, a cold, 
gray dawn has broken and we have to arise and dodi» 
tasteful things, such as betraying old loves and 
giving witness that "Might is £Ught|'^ and that the 
devil does get the hindmost 

Since 1913 I have got rid of all my poUlioo- 
sentiUnental impedimenta, and certainly I haye seen 
nothing since the raising of the embargo on arms 
and ammunitions in favor of Villa (Februaiy 3, 
1913) against a government duly installed, to the 
signing of the so-called Peace Treaty (June 2^ 
1919) bearing under its heart the seed ol flfl;f wan^ 
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t o caTise me to restock nnself. The gfaments simply 
are not cut so that one could be seen out in them. If 
I am to live in a iraid of iUiudODi^ I would prefer 
to fitay at home, dad in aome made-over things of my 
grandmother's. Thom old poke bonnets that she and 
her generatinii put on wlien the sun of reality got a 
bit hot in the garden of ideals were not unbecoming, 
and those acaiti were charming that th^ twisted 
abont their shouldera when they walked in the twilight 
talking of altruism and humanity (which were still 
good-form words), pluckiii^^ ini^^uoiiette and heiio- 
trope, and somebody would quote from li^merson. 

Those were good days when many really believed 
that '^ery secret is told'' (it was not at all like the 
tongue-in-the-cheek, opeu Cuveiiunts, openly arrived 
at), that **e?ery crime is punished, every wrong 
redressed in silence and certainty/' The good gentle* 
man was even aUe to *^t it over*' two generaticms 
when he stated that ^'justice h$ not postponed.'' 

In my early girlhood 1 kept a copy of the "Essay 
on Compensation" (lai^ print, wide margins, soft 
green binding) under my pillow, cmivinced that it 
was the Key to Uf e, temporal and eternal. This was 
not due to extreme jenth, because its dicta were 
accepted alon^ with numberless analogous things in 
child-like faith by a great nation, except perhaps by a 
few political bosses and kings of industry, hnt th^ 
were careful not to tell all they knew. Why, good 
God, the only thiners that invariably bring their 
punishment, and without postponement, are our 
virtuous acta 
Yet hath my soul seen other things than those 
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taught bj rolers of States and even Kew dn^lanc 

poets: The true ^'Visio Pacis,-' swelliui: the hear:^ of 
. the elect to bursting; holy enthusiasm, score iiing Uk& 
aovla of martyrs; the blessed lamp of sacrifice bun' 
ing in tlie dark window of cranta. Deatik and love 
alons are not postpcmed. . . . 

To return to our Mexican muttons. In June, 1914, 
Villa, the ''military genius/' acting true to tjpe, wlien 
his many differences with Carranza had been, appar^ 
entlj, patched up, suddenly (or slowly) rcnroltod 
quite openly against his civilian chief, after which 
the convention of A^napcalientes was convoked (in 
Villista territory) and the candidate of Villa, Eulalio 
GntierreSy was named President Enialio Gutier* 
res' raal nee in tiie Mexican political cnislne was to 
keep the lid from rising off the boiling water till Villa 
could see his way to holding it down himself. History 
records a great deal of kissing on this solemn occaaion 
of the Oonyentiony unlimited ^abraios^' were ex- 
changed, each one imprinting a farther special Idas 
on the green and white and red flag of the Three 
Guarantees. Wlien these colors were chosen in 1823 
they were meant to efymbolize in red, the union of 
Mexicans and Spaniards in the bonds of htMk^&Aj 
love, in white, religions pnriiy, and green was for 
independence. One of the usual Mi xic an bric-k brae 
collectors present at conferences is said to have 
stolen this mnch bekissed qrmbol for his private 
mnsenm. 

To return to Villa's star. For reasons that I can- 
not yet uiulf^ratand, Wasliin^^ton receiyed its rnyg 
gratefully, admiringly. 'Though a Koman Gathoiic, 
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/ilia neither smoked nor dranf* He "wa» a safe 
aa.li. to tie to." ^ He was an "idealist/' • . . . 

Oeneral Scott was empowered to gLve him full 
militaij honors on Tarions occasions^ notably at the 
ramons meeting when American met Mexican on the 
bridge over the Bio Grande. At a delicate nf6ment 
he was empowered to jrently upbraid him for his 
miliBcreet looting of Chihuahua, Villa having not yet 
imderstood^ probably had not been able to take in, 
tlie measure of the indnlgent lore felt for him by 
Washington. When it was whispered to him that he 
was loved unto death (even nnto the death of Araer- 
icuns), and that he was the nearest man to tlu' Ti esi- 
dential Cliuir at that moment, he is reported to have 
dashed back to Chihuahua^ and had those of his fol- 
lowers executed who had earried out his msh and 
ill-timed orders. 

All these days the tongue was in the cheek 
of the A. B. C.'s. It must have been jrreat 
fun; neither they nor the United States stood to 
lose a penny or their lires. It was to the shrewd and 
able Latin<Americans an advanced course in North- 
American procedure^ and cheap, very cheap. As a 
achool for statesmen, nothing has been seen like 
it. oxcppt the Paris Peace Conference, where, for the 
education of the two men forming the oumii)otent 
Ani^o-Baxon Diumvirat% in the elementals of geog- 
raphy, ethnology, ethnography, to say nothing of 
language, viyisection was, by way of easy illustra* 
tion, practiced on a larp:e part of Europe. The 
A. B. C. Conference was less costly. Its clever and 
amiable members doubtless without batting an eye- 

W. J. Biyaa. *PMitat WOMB. *W. J. ^rjmu 
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Umhf even at one anofheri found th^ were to beuW 
to go behind tbe scenes, eren into the dicniiing noni 

of tlie a( loi s, w here they could see how evei-y eliect 
was prepared, how every jngrgle was made. Their 
reports to their govemnients on Washington's pro- 
cedure most have been epoch-making, and will be 
nsefol in twenl^-flTe or a hundred years^ wha, 
according to inevitable mathematical progrosaion, the 
importance of South America in the decisions of the 
Western Hemisphere will be fully evident. 

Ah all the world )uiows> the extremely simple 
results of the Ckmference were that the Hnerta dele- 
gates left Niagara FaUs, and Hnerta left Mezko. 
The Washington scene-shifters then threw the light U 
the af ore-mentioned bright and eveniug star over the 
Btaore. After that came the World War and we paiti 
litUe or no attention to what we had done in Mexica 
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CHAPTER XXVm 
I 

fSAMODOO a OABTAJlIi 

Fate^ not completely vnndiidf nl as to tlie neede d 
the per eent^ allowed to inicGeed Huerta, for tlie 

short Hj):^ifL' of 42 daj», a. mau liouoralile among meu 
where all were not, alas, '^honorable, lioiiural>le men." 
This waa Idcentiate Franciaco S. Canrajal^ Judge of 
the Federal Supreme Courts and whose name X first 
heard when lie was made Bepresentatire of the Dias 
gOTemment at the Cindad Juarez Gonyention, May 
21, 1911. Since then he had, as far as the momentnm 
of circumstanceB permitted, maintained an inde- 
pendent attitude towards the yarions fart ions. The 
same momentom, howerer, at last pronaed him to the 
top* He realised soon the imposslhility of holding 
out against the policy of the United States, breaking 
out always in the moat uufoi-eseeable ways and the 
most unexpected places (the constitutionalists, on 
the other hand, breaking out exactly where they were 
expected). Haying, too^ a decent soUcitude for the 
protection of Mexico City as well as the other pop- 
ulous portions of the Republic from the unparalleled 
excesses which were characterizing the Constitutional 
army, Caryajal decided to inyite Garransa to take a 

m 
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pacillc poflaeesion of the Republic in general and thi 
City of Mexico in particular. To tbui end he sai 
General Lanro Villar (a former Maderiata Qenersl^ 

to parley with the First Chief. 

But this "iHiiversal heir of the p:^iiite-like soul o 
the sublime Juarez" proyed implacable. He insiBt^ 
on the unconditional surrender of the gOTemmenl 
withonty however, giving any guarantees himae< 
where that much heamirched goddem, the Mexicu 
Constitution, was concerned. Carvajal, it is told mt 
by one wiio knew his short inciuiibency from witliiu 
thought at one time of resisting Carranza, rather 
than deliver over to him without guarantee the sacred 
person <tf the Gonstitation. He stiU had at his dis- 
poaition vaiiona * contingents of the Federal Amqr, 
and could have counted also on the sympathy of the 
"85 per cent>" each day visibly less enamoured of 
Freedom. 

At this fatal moment, donbtleaa decreed from all 
time for the ^piatton of Mexico^a aiss, rather thaa 
the nplift of the anbmerged, he received officisl 

notice that the American government demanded his 
nncondifioTijil surrender to Ca rranza. Not be i Tier a 
madman, nor even a "unique zoological speciun d.** 
Carvajal aaW tliat resistance wonld be useless. He 
was obliged to abandon the dly and the Garaanciatas 
entered. 

The Carvajal Provisional Presidency was one of 
the children of the A. B. C. Conference and was born 
at Niagiura Falls. It was almost the only one (and 
there were many) that lived long enongh to draw a 
breath, and even it was not sore about its father. 

It aeems nnneceaaary to go into details as to what 
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Liiuppened when the tribe chocien by Washington, 
: utber than by God, entered the City of Mexico. It 
'^as then that the jolly "Pre-constitutional" period 
-as really inaugurated and the demise and burial 
«f -the Oomrtitation became an accompliahed fact 
^Yith the CSoiurtitiitumy dde by side in the same grave, 
^ft^T its annihilation, which was almost immediate, 
%y the legislative bodi<»8, those of the courts, the 
ocial and religious life of Mexico and of the country's 
jnancial and credit system. The ruin was complete, 
^ot only Hnerta had <^gone/' but for the time being 
eveiTihing else in Mexico except its geographical 
position, abore which the heads of what is still left 
of the submerged 85 per cent can at times be seen 
^wirami'npr around in the oil. It reminds one of 
pictures of the flood in family Biblee. 

n 

ItTtiAIlO OUTIffltlllS 

December 13, to January 29, 191& 

EnlaUo Gntierres first came to the attention of 
the nppar few as a dynamiter of bold and inyentiye 

capacities. In lower circles he had been known as a 
haiijier-on at an American mining plant, doing in a 
dense and heavy way the least amount of work 
compatible with Ids presence on pay-day. From this 
somewhat obscorey even prot<q[>lasmic condition, he 
evolTed rather quickly into the more complex 
organism of a Carrancista General, his next recorded 
organic change takinj:: place when, according to 
Mexican laws, of evolution, his species began to 



* 

, Digitized by Google 



336 JlKTXMAXE pages OF ^lEXICAN HISTOBl 



did'erentiate itself from oilier types of Constitutiofr 
alists. His final mutatioD was into the Chief Execn ' 
tive of the Mexican nation, in connection witli tfcft j 
PreiideiM^ of that ahort-liyed body, the Agg«afalic» j 
tM Conyentioii,— while waitbig for VlUa to mntafii | 
in the same way. I 

lie was a broad-shouldered, bull-necked, heaTy- 
paunched. small heiuled man, with very long, hanging 
arms and a dark and terrible eye. lie moved heayilT, 
but was expaneiye both as to wine and women. Bi I 
dwelt in a fine house in the Psseo de la BefonBir 
confiscated for the purpose. 

Aiijonp: reforms proposed by him the use 0/ 
the (Juilloliiie rather tlian the firing-8(]uad, the waste 
of ammunition on individuals having got to bt 
ezcessiTe. 

The dark chronicles <^ his nde tdl of inysteriaDi 
disappearances, sndden stifled cries in tiie streets at I 

night, volleys towards dawn; and **get out that 1 
DMiy get in" was the order of the day. ' 

The Sovereign CkMivention dipped no wing^ 
Article four ezpresdj and at the same time broodiilf | 
.stated, that the Chief Executive could only be put 
out if he decided any measure of high political im* 
portance without letting the others kuow. It was a 
sort of sii{)rr constitntion. "Liberty, Justice and 
Progress'* was tlie banner-cry. 

On January 29, 1915, Eulalio Outierres aban- 
doned Mexico diy, YUla, being then in si|^t of it 
He was accompaided by his general, Ludo Blanco, 

young, pale, smartly dressed, nnintemiptedly 
amorons, and ten millions from the National 
treasui^. 
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GaNHAL I0QI71 OOMSALHZ QAMZk 

Janiutiy dO, 1915, to Maj 1^15. 

The Atoxy of this Tresident of Mexico reads aome- 
what BB a Mfj tale. He is remembered grate- 
fully alike 1^ Mezieaiia and forelgnere tn Mex- 
ico City. He was once in the Tfllieta ranks. His 

mutation from a Villiata general into the Chief 
Executive on mo about thronprh a union of Villistaa 
and Zapatistas against Carrancistas. On his arrival 
at the Presidency at the age ai thirty-five (Fate 
baling caught him yonng if not innocent) he dis* 
coivered l^at his political parents, who were also his 
military subordinates, were insistiug on exercising: 
their time-hall owed rin^hts to destroy life and ]>rop- 
erty. Fnrthermore in the Conyention ttien being held 
in the Capital, a gronp of BoUihevist theorists, led 
by Soto y Gama, were bnsily oigsged in weavhig a 
neat bnt gandy program to confiscate proicrty, 
take over all public utilities and establish a socihlist 
state. Roque Gonzalez Garza, with a courat^^e that 
only those who resided in the ci^ at the time can 
appreciate, cnrfoed for a while the activities d both 
the army and of the Convention. He even went so 
far as to esponse the eanse of the people of Mexico^ 
His unpopularity with his party increased, of 
course, in direct ratio he showed an iiiferost in the 
welfare of the people in general and the inhabitants 
of Mexico City in particolar. 
The Convention tried to depose Idm. He was 
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thraatened with aaaaaaiiiatioDy and was erai attacked 
by a Zapatista general and two hundred or three 

hundred followers, in the early hours of a spring 

morniug, at the Sanz Hotel where he inrautioiisly 
resided. He wan nut killed and is now eiijoyiug the 
rewards of Mexiean Tirtne^ exile and poverty, in San 
Antonio. 

In spite of his intefrity, his eonva^ enabled liim 

to continue to dominate the situation for seTeral 
Tnoiiihs. The times wlk^ not propitious, however, for 
such a man, and to the i egret of the inhabitants of 
^fexico City, he was finally obliged to wing a baaty 
flii^t from bis high position. 

I give but one incident of bis administratirat 
demonstrating his complete unsuitability for offlee. 

The Zapatifcjlas on enterinsr Mexico City had mur- 
dered an American by the name of MacManus, who 
owned a real dairy (not a powder factory) and having 
cows that gave miUc, on Hie ontsldrts of Mexico 
City. Gonsales Garaa nnwisely investigated fhe m/Ar 
ter, with the result that he awarded the widow 
100,000 pesos, the equivalent at that time of f20,000 
American money, and saw that it was paid to ber 
out of the Treasury. 

This is the only case of reparation having beea 
made for fbe mnrder of an American dnring tbe 
Bevolntion. Bxity on the mn^ of Boqne Gonzales 
Garzu. 
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X? ^ 

July 31, 1915, to October, 1915. 

Licentiate Prancieco La^nin Chazaro succeeded 
■fiim, having been decreed President of Mexico by the 
Sovereign KoYolutionary Ck>iiyention.'^ He was from 
the State of Vera Onm, A compatriot aajB ol him 
that he was ^jxj viW^ (jetj liyely^ or Yerj eutef 
as you take the word daasicany or colloquially), 
with a bright eye, using many gestures, and the 
-words *'Libertad" and "La const it uci6n" were often 
on his lips, I leave the reader to fill up the gaps in 
delineation. 

Theae three gentlemen^ howeveri were but chance 
beada on the long thread the Gray Biaters were 

busily spiuiiiug, for from August 20, 1914, Venu- 
wiiano Carronza, First Chief of the Constitution 
alist Aimjf was in charge of the full and com- 
plete ezecntiTO powera. The aeqnence of erenta alone 
demanded that they make an appearance till It was 
quite safe for the First Chief to come to Mexico City. 

But the links in the chain are incomplete unless 
we go batk to the fateful date of March 26, 101^. 
Bince that day Carranza and his friends had lived 
hy the light of the Plan of Guadalnpe, the light of 
which lamp, however, wonld not long have shone be- 
fore them, had it not been kept trimmed and bnming * 
by the super-flnTnine "Clmnipiou of Constitutional 
GrovemmcTit on this continent.^ 

It begins thus: 
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*% VeniiBtlaiio OamuiBa, lum seen Hi to deem 

the following (there are seven articles but the first 
i» so inclusive, as well ae exclusive, that it is the j 
only one we need quote) : 'The plan of Guadalupe j 
of March 26, 1913» shaU sabmBt until the complete ^ 
triumph of the molntion and, therefcm^ CitiMi 
Yeniurtiatio Carrama ahall contimie In his post m 
First Chief of the Constitutionalist revolution and as 
dppoftitori/ of the e.recutivc pomer of the nafi^yn, 
luxtil the enemy is overpowered and peace u 
ratoied.'" ItiiextremeljeUBtiCyCzeQptthatphrwe 
which made him the depoaltoiy of all tiie pofwm 
thonghi alas, not of all tiie viftnee of Ifcodeoi 
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Bam^>9 lmsKlmnmA^m» Hail "Q(aa§.'* 

ThA stofy of HoerCa alter lie had been ameted in 
attempting to enter Mexico to head a revdlntion 

against Cananza, tind charged with breaking the 
neutrality laws, runs as follows, anrl is brief and 
iftald and terrible aa DeBtiqjr in iier moet careless 
momentaL 

It waa on the afternoon of a snltxy Jnly day in 
the Federal Court room in El Paso that Mr. Tom 

I>ea, his attorney, first saw the "silent old warrioi 
as ]ie €alls him, advaaeing with outstretched hand^ 
courteous maimer aud a long searching gaze. 

He had been arrested a few hooni -before at New- 
man Btatiotty el^teen milea northeast of El Paso on 
the Bock Island Boad^ aa he stepped from the train 
to greet General Pascual Orozco. These two men, 
once victor and vanquished, at last fatalistically to 
involve each other in death| were then arrested, 
together with Huerta's two sonadn-law and General 
CanSy an octogenarian and inocnona son of Mars, and 
thrown into the common Jail with men of Tuiona 
colors and crimes. A cash bond of $15,000 was made 
for Fluerta, ?1 0,000 for Oxmeo and smaller sums for 
the others, after which General Hnerta was tem- 
porarily released from custody, though kept under 
the strictest snrveiUance by United States offldala 
The next day^ however^ orders were reeei'ved from 
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Washington for them all to be taken again into cm- 
lo^* OroBGO escaped shortly after his airest^ forldt- 
Isg Ids bond. An attea^t was made by Huertt's 
attorney to have Hnerta freed on a larger bond 
than the Hi-st. He was, however, told by the goverii- 
ment authorities that Huerta would under no circnm 
Stances be released. Habeas Gorpns being the oa^j 
remedy afailahley he was advised of his rights^ W. 
in that imperious way of his he answo^, ^'Oet 
thege other luen bonds, and they can keep me, for I 
will go when I wish." Proliabiy in his Indian way be 
felt as did Ulysses^ wben, striking his breast^ he 
cfaided his hearty saying: ^'Bear this^ too; thou hast 
sopported greater things^'' He did not know it wit 
the end. 

A few days afterward be was removed to Fort 
BUsB, seven ndles from M Paso^ and put into the 
abandoned hoapitalrHi civilian prisonery in a mil^ 
tary cantonment, with a goard of six civilian seent 

service men, and furthermore under boud. 

His wife and children, his two old TndiAi^ aistflpi 
and other ihembers of his itemily, came to £1 Fw 
soon after his arrest Every day towards em&Bg 
they would go out from iiie city, with something of 
trilial dignity about them, to vimt the captive chief, 
and take him little oliering& They neyer saw Inni^ 
however, except in the presence oi his jailon. 
mutual affection and devotion €i Huerta and M« 
family was moet toucMug. To the ususl Meziean 
marks of respect for the head of the family, was an 
added measure of reverence for one so unfortunate 
and so patient, all realising that 'the things wUsh 



Digitized by GoogI 



VXCTOBXAKO HUEBTA 343 



Ijef ore his soul would not toucli| bow, throagh auguishi 
^ere hin meats." 

fieHoia de Hueita had ranted a modest, two«toiy 
vesldeiice on Btanton Btreet, whidi ie all then Up to 

t^he legend that Huerta, his pockets full of money, or 
rather his wife's pockets full of money, had boucrht, 
among other vaiuabie real estate in El' Paso, a large 
Apartment building. 

In the meantime, Hoerta ramained in the aban* 
doned hospital; it was cold and damp and meagerly 
^iimished. He became ill and was transferred, in 
company with his guards, to one of the small four- 
room cottages originally built for ofiicm. Hia way 
of life remained nnchanged. He took little ezordae^ 
eating scantily of the unaccustomed food, and what- 
ever may have been bis ^'copita" practice in the days 
of his power, it is recorded that dm ing his incarcera- 
tion he drank no brandy nor apirituona liqnora of 
any kind— neither did he ask for any. All this time 
he is said to have been the soul of wit and courtesy, 
sinnvintr bini^i<.'lf well Versed in world-politics, deeply 
interested in the Great War in general, and in 
France^ the conntiy iji Bonaparte, in particular. His 
stoic Indian fatalism was veiy mnch in evidence, 
though an ironic sense of humor caused him to bewail 
at times that he had been fool enough to let himself 
be taken prisoner. 

Sometime^ in company with his goard% he was 
allowed to go to the army tent of Father Joyce, 
Chaplain of a regiment stationed near. He used to 
call it "the parsoiiacfe." On a mcnqnite stick for a 
pedestal wajs a little statute given to l^'atiier Joyce by 
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8e£iora de Haertai — a cu^)^ of Lke Alotieii of Atieiiati 
Angelo. 

'^here,'' said Hnerta, when he first saw it, ^ 
Bomethuig to laagii at Alter tiiegr pnt me oat of 
Mexico^ thej eame np against anaicby and 1lafta^ 
ism. Here again may be barbarism in Texas. Moeoi 

in marble with the ten command rnents on his lap 
on a luesquite stick in a tent! Look out, Father, the 
wind may blow against the tenty the tent maj fall 
agiiUist Moses and down he may tomble and yon will 
be accosedy as I wa% of breaking the ten command* 
ments all at once.'' 

Tie would spend long hours staudin^^ on the ver- 
an(hi of the little Fort Bliss cottaji^e, looking to- 
w^ards (he Mexican horizon, and he talked much oi 
^'mi pais." Sometimes in speaking of his own and 
Mexico^s misfortnneBy he wonld say: ^ failed be- 
canse I was obliged to try the impossible. Mexlee 
cannot live without the favor of the United States, 
or, at If^ast, without tlie enjoyment of its iii'li Vi i euce. 
X had neither." OfteUi too, as he stood looking to the 
south, he would paraphrase Lerdo's famous remark, 
saying: ''Would that the desert between Mexico and 
the TTnited States bad remaincid a desert— and tiiat 
the friars had never brought donkeys from Spain !" 

At night his {tlcasure wns to A\at('h the stare shin- 
ing above the Bouihern horizon. He was well versed 
in astronomy, and the great proceaedonal of the heaT^ 
enly bodies^ which he would hail by name as the 
seasons brought them into yiew, seemed to ^ye Idm 

solace. Often he would get up in the small hours ot 
sleepless nights and watch them in silence from the 
narrow veranda. 
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Whatever the impatience ravaging his breast, he 
betrayed little of it, beyond occasionally asking his 
attorney if he wer» not wxm to come up for trial. 

After a iem numtliii howmv, a great phyMcal 
change vaa apparent in blm. He grew tbin, al- 
moat emaciated^ became very nernraa and ill^t-ease, 
starting at the slightest sonnd. It was doubt- 
lejag at thi^ time that TTiierta realized witb an intui- 
tlTO realization that permitted no self-deceptioni that 
he mm loaty hia poirer yanished, hia canse dead. 
Being thna done with hope^ the phyiical ill Uiat 
might, in other circnmstancee^ haye been held in 
check, took au unresisted course. The hour of his 
arrival in Kl Paso had been again the hour of destiny, 
his and his country's ringing loudly in the old 
Indian'a eanL They were both eani^t in that wane 
destinyi 

Hnerta ahonld have died at Vera Cms, or erai in 

Mexico City. An assassin's arai or a foreign bullet 
would have beon equally propitious to his renown. 
But, as in his life events were untoward, so in his 
death. He was to die aa one guilty, before so proren, 
ahowing how nnescapabl^ each accomplishea hia des- 
tiny in its intrinsic form to the md. 

The continual presence of his jailors wore on him 
greatly, for he had, like all men of his race, a need 
of solitude. They had become much attached to 
him, and rendered his imprisonment aa easy as 
posBible, bat their orders were never to let him out 
of their sight, day or night Though he eontinned to 
joke with them in his few words of broken Knu 
lish, it was evi lt nt that he was failing. TTis priest 
and his attorney, becoming alarmed, advised the au- 
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thoiities ol liift conditioii and pn»tMtod ft t bia I 
ccmfliieiiieiit For some weeks, however^ tlie^ eoidd 1 

get uothing doue, and he gradually grew woi*se, lying I 
on his cot the i^eater part of tlie tim^ witii hx& imx 1 
turned to the waU. 1 

It was tragedj, grim, aatique— the Tuqnialied ii 
the hands of the irfetoTy and as always— woe, woe to 
him! 

Hope, health, desire to live had finally departed 
from him. We who have n mauv men of miinv 
countries in captivity cau picture well tlie faded 
passion of the look that laj upon his face. 

No man knew better than Hnmia that death Ii 
nothing in itself, ^or all snhmit to the natural law/* ' 
botli in tlieir coming and their going, and the manner | 
is t])(^ same for all, but to live the daily deaih of the 
van(iui«hed, the unconsidered^ and the captive — lor 
that he found no fortitade. 

Hnerta's attomej amtmed at last with Jndge 
Crawford, then Assistant District Attorney at £1 
Paso, telling him that the General was so ill that 
recovery was improbable, ihwf it < med outi-airp^us 
that he should die in conhuement, every faiJinir 
breath watched by jailors. Judge CrawfcM^ accom- 
{lanied Mr. Lea to Fort Blisi. It was only too en* i 
dent that the old Indian was gravely ill. They tile- 
graphed to Judge Camp, the District Attorney at Safl j 
Antonio, and word was received to release General 
Huerta on his personal reeognijsance. The United | 
States Commissioner, the Deputy U« 8. Distnet , 
Attorney and Htferta's attorney then repaired to 
Fort Bliss and this was taken in a further som of , 
one thousand dollars^ after which he was removed to , 
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little house on Stanton Street where hm tsumXy 

It was liere tbat he made bis willi leading bia UmA, 
"Which amounted in aU to 938,000 and was the only 

•thing he possc^Hsed, to his wiie. This she uever re- 
covered, ami is ]ivini^ in poverty in Savaua. Part 
of the bond was claimed by counsel, part went to 
bondamen for the protection of the bonda of Paaenal 
OroBco (which waa, of cooraey forfeited), and Fnentea 
and Qniroe, Hnerta'a flona-in4aw, and othem. The re- 
iiiaiiider was loat in lavur uX Ihe governtuenl oi the 
United States. 

It was at thia house, too, that Fate was to make 
the moat groteeqne ci all her geafcorea where Hnerta 
was cdncemedi reminding one of '^grand gnignol'' 
performancee^ of pennj dreadfnia. It wonld have 
belli even indecorously melodramatic, bad it not 
been her way of pointing lluerta from tlie human 
stage, the always aogUBt act, wliateyer be its form. 

On a bitter January ni^^t^ a large man with thick, 
black whiflkera, speaking excellent Spaniah, knocked 
late at Hnerta'a door. He waa admitted. He told 
Sefiora de TTuerta that he was a physician and a great 
admirer of her irifted and pemvuted husband. He 
uskvd to examine him^ after which he stated that 
nnless an immediate operation waa performed, in 
thirty-aix honra he wonld be among the dead. He ao 
alarmed both Hnerta and his wife that they con- 
sented to the operation that same night. The black- 
whiskered stranger then made two abdominal inci- 
sions, without anesthetics, and furtheimore did not 
aew up the wonnda; after which he returned to the 
night of mystery from whence he came. Hnerta died 
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tbree days after the fantastic and fatal oecar 
rence. . . . 

60 much for his body* The dii^otttioii of him mmlf 
toOf belongs to hiatoiy. 
During bit capttyity, he partook treqnmXty of tie 

Racraments of the Churcli. lie would seem to liave 
known soraetliiiig of that third stage of nian^ 
spiritoal jotuuey, which is reconciliation, after thoi»e 
othen^— Innocence and deviation^ for he died In llie 
f nllnefls of the faith In which, nnder the fettering 
Jaliscan sun, he was boni. What its meaning was in 
Ills Indian soul ^\ lio shall say? Nor what the imai^es 
of repentance and hope it called forth. 

He who reads all hearts alone knows if the jeai* 
of deviation were blotted ont 

Hnerta was doubtless guilty of many things. Wis 
he a criminal? He was imrsiu'd by fate as was the 
family of the.Atri^e, sharing in the crimes, not <^ 
the godi^ but of his conntry. Yet he paid Ids piioe in 
fall into his enemy's hand, and any man who has se 
paid takes on again the first dignity of his being. 

Mexico, too, ha« paid in full, and though the evil 
deeds of the weak are unpardonable, ahail we not 
show some virtue in onr own straigthT • • • 

It was on the nin^t of the thirteenth of Jannaiy I 
(1916), shortly after dght o'clock, that Hnerta's , 
attorney was called by telephone to the house on Siao \ 
ton Street. It was only too evident that the old 
Indian lay on his death-bed. His face, n^ch had ! 
become very small, was . gray with that strani^ In- 
dian grayness preceding dissolution. His ^es, onc« ' 
vigilant and restless, were dull and qniet 
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Kneeling abont the narrow bed were his wife and 
children, and hit two old Indian sisters. His wife 
still beautiful, and b^Ted by all who koi&w her tw 
her Tirtuea and pitied for her miaf ortnnea^ had not 
eeaaed durii^ many hoora to recite the e o rr o w f ul 
mysteries of her rosary. His daughter Ellena, wfio 
kept his hand pressed closely in hers, hati a voice of 
exceeding beauty, and at interyala would sing 
familiar bymmi of the Church and aongi of the 
Patria whose soil he was no more to tread 

A Mexican priest and an American army Chap- 
lain knelt near continuing to absolve him. The final 
and majestic words of the dismissal: "Go forth, O 
Christian soul, from this world, in the name of God 
the Father Almi^^ty who created thee^'' made of the 
lowly room a mansion-hall. • » . 

Otttsidey in corridor and yestibiile^ were friends 
also fallen from hijjh estate, partakers of his misfor- 
tunes and of their country's. In the street were many 
Indians in prayers and tears, for it is recorded of 
Huerta that eren in his poverty he was never too 
poor to dispense almsL . . • 

Towards the last his wife entreated him to make 
the famous "statement" that he had so often prom- 
ised. But he answered her: ''No, to what end? I 
die at peace with God and man. I forgive all who 
have injured me — ^most fully the President of the 
United States^ for he never wnderetaod, and I ask 
pardon of an whom I have wronged. The rest I leave 
to God, into whose hands 1 entrust my poor family." 
After this he became restless, twitching at Iiis covers, 
mutterinL: indistinctly, in evident solicitude for his 
wife and children. Once they eani^t the words: 
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"If auy money is ever reali^d on im^Liiiag i po* 
sess, let the poor have a share.'* 

Then raifliug himielf sligiitly, he begged hiB dsiM^- 
ter to lAng agidiiy iajiaft ^lij loice k ii^ 
▼oke» 

8boHl;f aftonrardB lie entered into tlie deatt- 

ugoiiy He spoke only once more and the words were 
very Himple, "todo por los ]»(>bres" (all for the poor). 

A few mmutes before nine o'clock lie passed away, 
his face tamed to the South. • • . Hnerta iuid 
^'pmt/' . . . 

By a ( ui ious coincidence it was on this night that 
a mob, nnmhonns^ several t liousand. surged up ^n*^ 
down ISan Antonio Street^ the eighteen dead bodies 
of the San Isabel Maaaafire haying arrived at m 
o'clock from Ghibnahoa. Another maaaacre^ whWi, 
aa an eye witneea aaid, looked aa if it were goiof to 
shame that of 8t. BarUiolomew, was averted by City- 
police Captain Hall and two pro\ost guards, who, 
with drawn revolvers, held the crowd at bay on 
Broadway Street, on their way to the Mexican Qaa^ 
ter of the city. This act tnmed the heada of the moh 
back towards San Antonio Street, giving time to ruA 
soldiers to the center of the city, who there dispemed 
the crowd, which had meant to Is ill and burn in r^ 
taliation for the murders at Ban Isabel by tb^ 
'idealist'' Villa, once conddered ^^the aafeat nuui to 
tie to.'' . . . 

On the second day after hla dealh the nuMrtal 
mains of ex-President Iluerta were carried as qnietly 
as Tios^iible to the ToTicordia Oenioterv, east of the 

city, where they wexie placed in a atone vault beade 
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thoHii of Pascnal Orozco, who had been shot and killed 
by the Texas Rangers, a few months before, near Van 
Horn, ninety miles from El Paso. 

Father Jojce^ the priest who had anointed him 
for his last Jovni^y and Mr. Tom Lea, hia attorney, 
were the only Americans in the little gathering that 
lieard the heavy, iron-grated door close npon the form 
arif] features of Iliierta, cruHhed at last by what he 
iiad been wont to call "el Coloso del Norte." . . . 

His end was as the end of many men of history, 
who at their Urth and th^ beginning have recdYed^ 
with many gifts, many defects. 

But in the pitiless Northern light flung about bis 
person and his acts, se]nn"citin<^^ him from the deler- 
mining virtues and failings of his race, as the spot- 
Ti^rht does the single figore, only his defects were 
▼isihla Yet he poancsoed some intrinsic qualities, 
making him perhaps worthy of his disasters. ... In 
i the end he was even to ontrun the law's delays, leav- 
ing his nnjudged case to the nu i ry of history. . . . 

What was to be, had been. Huerta "gone," — ^and 
gone with him the last shred of legal go?emment in 
Mexico. » • • 

And who shall restore to Iffexieo Hhe years which 

the locust and the brucbus and the mildew and the 

palmer- worm have eaten?" 



\ 



Digitized by Googl 



I 



I 

I 
I 



I 

if 



I 

i 
I 

i 

i 
j 

I 

i 
I 
I 

I 
I 



Digitized by Google 



